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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MILFORD, 


CONTAINING  REPORTS 


OF  THE 


COLLECTOR,  TREASURER,  SELECTMEN,  OVERSEERS  .OF  THE  POOR, 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  ENGINEERS,  AND  TRUSTEES 
OF  THE  TOWN  LIRRARY, 


FOR  THE 

Year  Ending  February  i6,  i88i. 


Milford,  Mass. 

M.  A.  BLUNT,  PRINTER. 
1881. 


To^the  Voters: 


We  herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Receipts  and 
Expenditures  of  the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  February  16,  1881. 

COLLECTION  OF  THE  TAXES. 

At  no  time  (at  least  for  many  years)  have  our  taxes  been  collected 
and  paid  into  the  treasury  so  closely  as  the  present  year ;  and 
much  credit  is  due  our  present  collector  for  the  efficiency  and 
energy  he  has  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  By  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  tax  collector’s  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  tax 
for  1879  has  been  settled,  and  less  than  nineteen  hundred  dollars 
of  the  tax  of  1880  remains  uncollected. 

GAS  AND  STREET  LIGHTS. 

At  the  April  meeting  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dol¬ 
lars  was  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  new  lamp-posts  and 
lanterns.  A  good  opportunity  was  offered  to  purchase  some  at  a 
low  figure,  and  feeling  confident  that  iron  was  then  as  low  as  it 
would  be,  we  purchased,  fifteen  posts  and  lanterns,  and  kept  within 
the  appropriation ;  all  of  which  have  been  set  up  and  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  localities :  two  on  Central  street,  three  on  South  Main  street, 
three  on  West  street,  two  on  Mount  Pleasant  street,  two  on  East 
Main  street,  two  on  Spruce  street  and  one  on  Church  street ;  on 
all  of  which  gasoline  is  used. 

At  the  April  meeting  the  Selectmen  were  instructed  to  investigate 
the  matter  of  lighting  the  streets  with  gasoline,  and  if  they  in  their 
judgment  deemed  it  best,  to  change  the  manner  from  gas  to  gaso¬ 
line.  After  investigating  the  matter  to  some  extent  by  conferring 
with  the  representatives  of  the  companies  organized  for  the  purpose 
of  lighting  streets,  and  interviewing  different  parties  who  are  now 
using  the  gasoline,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  we  would  adopt 
it  to  the  extent  of  twenty-five  lamps,  to  wit :  the  fifteen  new  lamps, 
six  on  Main  street,  and  four  on  which  kerosene  was  then  used  ;  and 
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while  the  light  itself  has  been  very  satisfactory,  it  is  very  obvious 
that  they  require  a  great  amount  of  care ;  although  the  matter  of 
care  is  within  the  contract  of  lighting  and  is  no  extra  expense  to 
the  town.  The  light  is  not  as  strong  as  gas  (that  is,  against  a 
violent  wind),  but  as  to  its  illuminating  power,  we  consider  it  the 
equal  of  gas.  The  cost  is  much  less,  although  burned  two  hours 
later.  The  Globe  Co.  (who  now  have  the  charge  of  our  gasoline 
lights)  are  lighting  and  caring  for  the  same  for  six  cents  each  per 
night,  which  for  twenty  nights  per  month  would  amount  to  one  dol¬ 
lar  and  twenty  cents  for  each  post,  or  fourteen  dollars  and  forty 
cents  per  post  a  year,  against  about  nineteen  dollars  per  post,  as 
now  charged  by  the  Milford  Gas  Co.  for  lighting  sixteeii  nights  per 
month.  The  above  are  the  facts  as  we  now  understand  them,  and 
as  an  entire  change  from  gas  to  gasoline  would  be  a  great  innova¬ 
tion,  we  have  no  recommendations  to  make,  but  leave  the  whole 
matter  for  your  consideration. 

The  appropriation  for  gas  and  street  lights  was  two  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  The  addition  of  fifteen  new  lights  and  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall 
for  a  number  of  weeks  during  the  year  for  a  Catholic  fair,  has  in¬ 
creased  the  expense  to  twenty-one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  about 
eighty  dollars  of  which  has  been  re-paid  to  the  Janitor  for  gas  used. 

HIGHWAYS. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  cost  of  repairing  highways,  the 
excess  of  expenditures  over  the  appropriation  may  seem  unprece¬ 
dented.  The  amount  appropriated  for  general  repairs  was  six 
thousand  dollars,  and  one  thousand  dollars  for  special  repair  of 
the  Upton  road,  making  a  total  of  seven  thousand  dollars.  The 
amount  expended  on  highways,  without  making  the  special  repairs 
on  the  Upton  road,  has  been  nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-two  dollars  and  nine  cents,  an  excess  of  twenty-nine  hundred 
and  thirty-two  dollars  and  nine  cents,  which  certainly  seems  to 
require  an  explanation  ;  and  in  making  our  explanation,  we  desire 
it  should  be  distinctly  understood  that  we  cast  no  reflections  upon 
any  one,  or  wish  that  any  one  else  should  bear  our  burdens.  When 
the  present  board  of  Selectmen  was  organized,  we  found  that  a  very 
large  part  of  the  tools  belonging  to  the  highway  department  had 
been  worn  out  or  lost,  and  that  a  large  lot  of  the  tools  had  been 
loaned  to  the  contractor  on  the  Main  street  sewer,  and  were  there 
lost  or  never  returned  to  the  town,  and  could  not  be  found ;  and  of 
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course  that  loss  had  to  be  made  good.  The  roads  outside  the  vil¬ 
lage  were  in  the  worst  condition  they  have  been  for  a  number  of 
years  (at  least  that  was  the  expression  of  the  parties  who  traveled 
over  them),  which  required  a  much  heavier  outlay  than  usual.  We 
were  at  an  early  day  threatened  with  indictment  on  two  different 
highways.  The  road  over  Silver  Hill,  which  in  years  past  we  were 
able  to  repair  in  two  days’  time,  this  year  we  were  obliged  to  spend 
ten  days’  time  upon.  .The  Upton  road,  one  of  the  roads  on  which 
we  were  threatened  with  indictment,  we  were  obliged  to  expend 
nearly  four  hundred  dollars  upon  at  the  first  of  the  season. 

Before  the  organization  of  the  present  board,  about  fourteen 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  of  the  present  year’s  appropriation  had 
been  expended  for  labor  alone.  Nearly  six  hundred  dollars  in 
addition  had  been  expended  for  repairs  of  the  old  engine  and  a  new 
boiler,  and  a  new  house  over  the  boiler,  which  became  a  necessity 
by  the  increased  size  of  the  new  boiler ;  and  no  part  of  either  of 
these  sums  was  directly  expended  for  repair  of  the  highway. 
And  the  cost  of  supplies  while  expending  the  fourteen  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  for  labor,  we  make  no  account  of. 

In  the  spring  we  purchased  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  after  working 
them  through  the  season  sold  them  for  the  same  price  we  paid  for 
them,  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  which  has  been  paid  into  the 
treasury,  and  which  should  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  highways. 

There  were  about  nine  hundred  loads  of  stone  on  the  park  ready 
prepared  for  the  crusher ;  the  balance  of  nearly  fifteen  hundred 
loads,  crushed  this  season,  we  hauled  to  the  crusher,  and  have  now 
nearly  or  quite  twenty-three  hundred  loads  on  the  park,  about  fifteen 
hundred  of  which  are  prepared  for  the  crusher.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  about  thirty-eight  hundred  loads  of  stone  have  been 
placed  on  the  park  out  of  this  year’s  appropriation.  The  reason 
why  so  many  have  been  drawn  this  year,  involving  so  much  extra 
expense  is,  that  at  the  time  we  commenced  excavating  for  the  sewer, 
it  was  obvious  that  there  would  be  a  large  amount  of  stone  taken 
out  that  it  would  not  be  good  economy  to  dump  back  ;  and  as  they 
were  taken  out  we  were  obliged  to  provide  means  to  take  them  to 
the  park,  and  that  involved  the  employment  of  extra  help  to  pre¬ 
pare  them  for  the  crusher,  and  by  so  doing  save  the  extra  trouble 
and  expense  of  again  handling  them  over. 

Again,  we  would  call  your  attention  to  another  cause  of  extra 
expense  the  past  season.  For  a  number  of  years  before  this,  we 
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have  escaped  the  expense  of  road  breaking ;  this  year  we  have  in 
the  north  and  east  parts  of  the  town  had  a  snow  blockade,  which 
has  involved  a  great  expense. 

When  we  commenced,  we  had  on  hand  a  very  few  bales  of  hay, 
some  four  or  five ;  we  now  have  full  six  tons,  which  was  purchased 
at  a  figure  some  five  dollars  per  ton  less  than  it  is  now  selling  for. 

Perhaps  some  reason  should  be  given  why  the  special  appropria¬ 
tion  made  for  the  Upton  road  was  not  used  there  ;  and  there  exists 
two :  First,  when  the  time  arrived  at  which  it  should  have  been 
done,  there  was  no  water  to  be  had  without  carting  it  a  long  dis¬ 
tance,  at  great  expense ;  and  partly  on  that  account  it  was  aban¬ 
doned  for  the  time  ;  and  also  partly  on  account  of  being  obliged  to 
use  the  help  and  teams  on  the  sewer. 

The  engine  and  crusher  have  been  moved  to  the  Upton  road. 
The  moving,  the  clearing  out  of  the  pit,  and  the  digging  of  a  well 
back  of  the  pit,  involved  an  expense  of  eighty  dollars,  which  is 
charged  to  expense  of  highways. 

We  feel  that  we  cannot  draw  this  report  to  a  close  without  calling 
the  special  attention  of  the  town  to  what  we  believe  to  be  a 
“  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish  ”  policy,  of  annually  appropriating 
about  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  what  ought  to  be  appropriated  to 
keep  our  highways  in  a  proper  condition.  The  town  has  now  two 
two-horse  teams  and  two  one-horse  teams ;  the  four  teams  require 
four  teamsters ;  they,  with  the  road-master,  have  to  be  paid  for  the 
whole  year’s  work.  Then  take  the  actual  board  of  the  six  horses 
and  their  shoeing,  and  you  have  a  certain  expense  of  not  less  than 
thirty-seven  hundred  dollars.  Thus  you  will  see  that  out  of  an 
appropriation  of  six  thousand  dollars,  there  would  be  but  twenty- 
three  hundred  dollars  with  which  to  pay  day  laborers,  to  procure 
supplies,  to  keep  good  the  stock  of  tools,  to  pay  for  what  material 
we  have  to  buy,  and  all  other  incidental  expenses. 

Thus  we  feel  that  we  have  in  a  measure  given  you  our  reasons 
which  we  offer  as  a  justification  for  the  excessive  expenditure  of 
the  past  year.  And  after  you  have  given  the  matter  a  careful  con¬ 
sideration,  you  will,  we  believe,  come  to  the  conclusion  that  although 
a  large  amount  of  money  has  been  expended,  it  has  been  judicious 
economy,  rather  than  lavish  expenditure. 


Collector’s  Report. 


J.  D.  HUNT,  Collector  for  1875. 

Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  10,  1880,  ....  $43  70 

“  “  Feb.  18,  1881,  ....  43  70 


J.  D.  HUNT,  Collector  for  1876. 

Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  10,  1880,  ....  $65  27 

Interest  received,  .......  60 

$65  87 
Cr. 

Cash  paid  Treasurer,  .......  2  85 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  8,  1881,  ....  $63  02 


.  J.  D.  HUNT,  Collector  for  1877. 

Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  10,  1880,  ....  $394  50 
Interest  received,  .......  20  21 

$414  71 
Cr. 

Abatements,  ......  $13  06 

Cash  paid  Treasurer,  .  .  .  ,  .  80  00 

-  $93  06 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  18,  1881,  ....  $321  65 
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J.  H.  WOOD,  Collector  for  1879. 

Dr. 

Balance  of  uncollected  taxes,  Feb.  7,  1880,  .  .  .  $3,112  53 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer,  .  .  .  $2,562  61 

Abatements,  ......  549  92 

- $3,112  53 


J.  H.  WOOD,  Collector  for  1880. 


'  Dr. 

Taxes  committed  in  1880, 
Re-assessments,  .... 


$82,241  67 
194  73 


Cr. 

Cash  paid  Treasurer,  . 

County  Treasurer, 
Discount,  ..... 
Abatements,  .... 
Balance  uncollected  Feb.  22,  1881, 


$82,436  40 


$72,035  48 
.  4,161  00 
.  3,717  51 
.  640  35 

.  1,882  06 

- $82,436  40 


Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  discount  for  early  payment  of  Coun¬ 
ty  tax,  .  .  .  •  •  •  . 


$31  00 


Treasurer's  Report, 


For  the  Year  ending  Feb.  22, 1881. 


Amount  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  Feb.  16,  1880, 

Received  of  J.  D.  Hunt,  Collector,  tax  for  1876,  . 

J.  D.  Hunt,  Collector,  tax  for  1877, 

J.  H.  Wood,  “  1879, 

“  “  “  1880, 

Borrowed  of  Milford  National  Bank,  .  .  .  . 

Milford  Music  Hall  Co.,  .  .  .  .  . 

Received  of  Edward  A.  Brown,  County  Treasurer,  rent 
of  court  room,  ....... 

Edward  A.  Brown,  County  Treasurer,  dog  tax, 
Chas.  Endicott,  State  Treasurer,  corporation  tax,  . 
“  “  bank  tax, 

“  “  armory  rent, 

“  “  state  aid, 

((  (<  u 

“  “  indigent  soldiers, 

Edward  A.  Gleason,  “  school  fund, 

Kidder,  Peabody  &  Co.,  int.  on  Hopk’n  R.R.  bonds, 
Milford  &  Woonsocket  R.R.,  dividend  on  stock,  . 
B.  H.  Montague,  rent  of  Town  Hall, 

“  “  lock-up,  .  .  .  . 

Forepaugh  &  Co.,  circus  license,  1879,  . 

European  Circus  Co.,  “  .  .  .  . 

Seth  P.  Carpenter,  hall  license,  1879-80, 

Wm.  A.  Pond  &  Co.,  billiard  license, 

B.  F.  Cheney,  “  .  .  . 

Alfred  Goucher,  “  .  .  . 

Thomas  Kelley,  “  .  .  . 

A.  Hixon,  auctioneer’s  license,  .  .  .  . 

A.  L.  Hixon,  “  .  .  .  . 

G.  C.  Thayer,  “  .  .  *  .  . 

John  Miller,  rent  of  ground,  old  cemetery, 

A.  Florence,  “  “  .  . 

P.  McGarry,  for  stone,  ...... 

Patrick  Lynch,  for  road  scrapings, 

Asa  Pond,  “  “  .  .  . 


$9,429 

63 

2 

85 

80 

00 

2,562 

61 

72,035 

48 

8,000 

00 

5,000 

00 

300 

00 

428 

08 

4,788 

98 

1,100 

74 

300 

00 

1,450 

00 

2,433 

50 

702 

89 

303 

11 

489 

00 

1,000 

00 

308 

50 

227 

90 

30 

00 

30 

00 

67 

00 

20 

00 

20 

00 

10 

00 

•  10 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

5 

00 

.  5 

00 

75 

5 

50 

2 

25 

10 


Received  of  Fire  Department,  work  done  by  Town  teams, 
P.  McGarry,  “  “ 

Chas.  Waters,  “  “ 

Washington  Engine  Co.,  “  “ 

Leonard  Hunt,  “  “ 

Chas.  Cheney,  “  “ 

O.  B.  Parkhurst,  “  “ 

Wm.  Staples,  “  “ 

Sumner  Sweet,  “  “ 

James  Eldridge,  “  “ 

Heath  Bros.,  •  “  “ 

Moses  Walker,  “  “ 

Timothy  Hannigan,  “  “ 

Milford  Music  Hall  Co ,  “ 

W.  L.  Billings,  barrels  sold,  .  .  .  .  . 

Zimri  Thurber,  Pearl  street  sidewalk, 

Chas.  Williams,  “  “  .  .  . 

Ann  Powers,  Central  street  “  .  .  . 

Worcester  County  Savings  Bank,  work  on  drain,  . 
L.  A.  Cook,  use  of  water,  .  .  .  .  . 

A.  J.  Sumner,  old  boards,  .  .  .  .  . 

Joseph  L.  Clark,  grass  on  park,  .  .  .  . 

J.  W.  Harris,  lamp  post,  .  .  .  .  . 

R.  C.  Hildreth,  old  iron,  ... 

E.  S.  Worthen,  oxen,  ...... 

Town  of  Stoughton,  aid  to  Isaac  Cox  to  Feb.  1,’81, 
J.  H.  Wood;  int.  on  early  payment  of  county  tax,  . 
Heir  of  Sylvester  Dean  (interest  of  same  to  be 
applied  to  care  of  his  lot  in  Vernon  Grove  Cem¬ 
etery),  ........ 

Patrick  Gillon,  liquor  license, 

Geo.  W.  Bailey,  “  ... 

John  Cronan,  “  .  .  . 

Bryan  Mannion,  “  .  .  . 

E.  J.  Gallagher,  “  ... 

Owen  O’Keefe,  “  .  .  '  . 

Bird  &  Baxter,  .  “  .  .  . 

Patrick  Wallace,  “  .  .  . 

Elizabeth  Ward,  “  .  .  . 

Rose  Doherty,  “  ... 

Timothy  F.  Ryan,  “  ... 

Chas.  H.  Gillon,  “  .  .  . 

Bridget  Hilferty,  “  ... 

Kate  Fitzgerald,  “  .  .  . 

Michael  McKeague,  “  .  .  . 

L.  R.  Hazard,  “  ... 

John  McGrath,  “  ... 

B.  F.  Cheney,  “  ... 


$27  50 
37  25 
10  00 
10  00 

1  50 

1  50 

2  00 

1  33 

2  50 

3  75 

7  00 

6  00 

4  50 
58  00 

1  50 
16  28 
16  21 
12  00 
14  00 
20  00 

1  00 
14  25 

3  75 
55  00 
140  00 
40  00 
31  00 


too  00 

275  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
175  00 
100  00 
100  00 


11 


Received  of  John  Rogers,  liquor  license, 
David  Quinn,  “ 

Patrick  Tiernan,  “ 

David  Nugent,  “ 

Dennis  Kelley,  “ 

Alfred  Goucher,  “ 

W.  A.  Pond  &  Co.,  “ 

Margaret  McCormick,  “ 

John  Dillon,  “ 

Thomas  Dolan,  “ 

Thomas  Quirk,  “ 

Delia  Rivers,  “ 

Ann  McArdle,  “ 

Annie  F.  Burke,  “ 

J.  &  F.  H.  Woods, 

Wm.  H.  Miller, 

A,  H.  Sweet,  “ 

Thos.  B.  Bailey,  “ 

Wm.  M.  Parker,  “ 

Wm.  Sheehan,  “ 

Thos.  F.  Kelley, 

J.  F.  Stratton  &  Co.,  “ 

Patrick  Reynolds,  “ 

James  Bradley,  “ 

Fred.  C.  Brockway,  “ 

Thos.  Cauley,  “ 

Chas.  J.  Gilmore,  “ 

Theresa  Foster,  “ 

H.  E.  Morgan,  “  • 

J.  Allen  Rice,  “ 

Mary  Butler,  “ 

Annie  McDermott,  “ 

James  Higgiston,  “ 


Paid  on  Selectmen’s  orders,  . 


$100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
50  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
75  00 
75  00 
75  00 
100  00 
100  QO 
275  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
75  00 
75  00 
100  00 
100  00 
66  67 


$117,109  26 
105,176  11 


Amount  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  Feb.  22, 1881,  .  $11,933  15 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ETHAN  C.  CLAFLIN, 

IVeasurer. 


Selectmen’s  Report. 


TOWN  INCIDENTALS. 

Paid  Lyman  Cheney,  posting  bills,  .  .  .  .  $6  25 

Oliver  D.  Holmes,  printing  and  posting  warrants,  .  50  00 

“  pay  of  police,  June  10,  1880,  .  95  00 

Auditing  Committee,  service  for  1879,  .  .  .  44  00 

M.  W.  Edwards,  special  police,  .  ,  .  .  10  00 

Crohen  Connell,  burying  cat,  ....  75 

Field  &  Crosby,  coal  for  Armory,  .  .  .  .  13  50 

John  O’Brien,  night  watch,  .....  60  00 

M.  J.  Burke,  returning  deaths,  .  .  .  .  41  25 

Patrick  McGarry,  services  as  Assessor,  .  .  197  50 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting,  ......  51  50 

H.  C.  Scott,  Armory  rent,  .....  200  00 

“  supplies  at  Town  House,  .  .  .  11  46 

Benjamin  Ward,  services  as  Assessor,  1879,  ,  .  20  00 

J.  H.  Wood,  collecting  taxes  of  1878,  .  .  .  25  97 

1879,  ...  35  00 

L.  Fairbanks,  returning  deaths,  .  .  .  .  37  75 

Broderick  and  Powers,  services  at  Town  meeting,  4  00 

T.  G.  Kent,  services  as  attorney,  ....  223  75 

A.  W.  Keene,  paying  witness  for  Parish  vs.  Town,  20  00 

S.  C.  Sumner,  voters’  list  during  the  year,  .  .  15  00 

J.  B.  Bancroft,  recording  deed,  ....  65 

State  Reform  School,  board  of  boys,  .  .  .  298  25 

E.  D.  Merriam,  license  blanks,  ....  5  17 

J.  W.  Ripley,  blank  books,  .  .  .  .  .  11  75 

Field  &  Crosby,  lumber  at  Town  House,  .  .  5  10 

L.  E.  Batchelder,  two  stone  troughs,  .  .  .  40  00 

John  O’Riley,  burying  cat,  .....  50 

Charles  Endicott,  one-fourth  of  license  for  1879,  .  12  50 

Wm.  McAvoy,.  removing  nuisance,  ...  1  50 

P.  Camrnel,  “  “  .  .  .  .  1  00 

A.  Hixon,  incidentals,  ......  2  37 

J.  McCarty,  removing  nuisance,  .  .  .  .  1  00 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing,  .....  383  25 

Timothy  Sullivan,  tax  abated  for  1879,  ...  3  15 
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Paid  Company  M.,  6th  Regiment,  rifle  range, 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  ....... 

John  O’Riley,  burying  dog,  .  .  .  .  . 

E.  F.  Holbrook,  services  as  Assessor,  . 

A.  J.  Sumner,  “  “  .  .  . 

R.  C.  Hussey,  repairs  on  Town  House  stairs, 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing  road  orders, 

W.  H.  Britton,  labor,  ...... 

E.  A.  &  L.  A.  Cook,  coal  for  Town  House,  . 

J.  H.  Wood,  collecting  taxes,  1880, 

J.  Bprgin,  labor,  ....... 

S.  W.  Hayward,  special  police,  1879  and  1880, 
Thomas  Donahue,  conveying  children  to  Poor 

Farm,  ........ 

A.  S.  Tuttle,  supplies  for  lock-up,  .  .  .  . 

C.  H.  Baldwin,  repairs  of  lock-up,  .  .  •  . 

Joseph  Scott,  burying  cat,  .  .  .  .  . 

D.  T.  Aldrich,  repairs  on  lock-up, 

Martin  Broderick,  services,  Nov.  2,  1880, 

Wm.  T.  Reynolds,  labor  and  materials  at  Armory, 
Henry  Willard,  labor,  ...... 

M.  W.  Edwards,  killing  dogs,  .  .  .  . 

E.  M.  Noyes,  repairs  on  Town  House,  . 

J.  B.  Bancroft,  expenses  at  Worcester,  . 

James  Powers,  burying  dogs,  .  .  .  . 

Wm.  Sheehan,  cement  pipe,  .  .  .  .  . 

Hapgood  &  Mayhew,  incidentals  Town  House, 
Eldredge  &  Beatty,  painting  lock-up,  . 

Lewis  Fales,  services  in  suit,  Phelan  vs.  Milford,  . 
“  writing  rebellion  record,  . 

“  blank  books,  .  .  .  .  . 

registering  births,  marriages,  deaths, 
“  services  on  sewer,  .  .  .  . 

“  expenses  at  Worcester,  Parish  vs. 

Town,  .  .  .  .  . 

Jesse  A.  Taft,  balance  of  Armory  rent. 

Geo.  W.  Stacey,  incidentals,  .  .  .  .  . 

C.  J.  Thompson,  secretary  School  Committee, 

E.  G.  Claflin,  use  of  water,  .  .  .  .  . 

M.  P.  Callanan,  incidentals,  .  .  .  .  . 

“  supplies  for  Town  House,  . 

“  services  as  Selectman,  . 

Cook  &  Withington,  setting  glass, 

James  R.  Davis,  Selectman,  .  .  .  .  . 

E.  C.  Claflin,  travelling  expenses  and  postage, 

“  services  as  Treasurer, 

D.  J.  Cronan,  license  blanks,  ... 

“  services  as  Selectman,  .  ,  . 


• 

$25  00 
48  65 
75 

152  50 
291  43 
10  75 

3  00 
48  67 

135  90 
550  00 

2  43 
100  00 

2  00 
12  50 
20  85 
50 

4  80 
2  00 

19  80 

3  60 
7  50 
2  40 
7  50 

4  50 
10  95 

1  50 
25  00 
10  00 
125  00 

7  80 
125  95 
106  00 

10  00 
100  00 

20  89 
25  00 

5  00 

8  26 
52  55 

300  00 
75 

325  00 
20  50 
250  00 
75 

225  00 
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Paid  B.  H.  Montague,  lock-up  keeper,  .  .  .  $100  00 

“  janitor,  .....  200  00 

A.  W.  Keene,  services  as  special  police  in  jail,  .  125  00 

Digging  well  in  town  park,  .....  80  00 


$5,646  86 


HIGHWAYS. 

Paid  Patrick  Connill,  labor,  ......  $5  00 

J.  I.  Nutter,  hay,  .......  22  17 

T.  C.  Eastman,  grain,  .  .  .  .  .  .  586  24 

Ira  Ide,  repairs,  .......  118  79 

Field  &  Crosby,  supplies,  .....  112  95 

C.  B.  Prescott,  repairs,  ......  15  54 

H.  C.  Scott,  one  basket,  .....  60 

C.  O.  Woodbury,  labor,  .....  758  29 

J.  P.  Mead,  labor,  .......  1,449  17 

A.  Stevens,  blacksmithing,  .....  226  33 

Wm.  L.  Billings,  labor,  ......  4,794  58 

Eli  Bates,  yoke  oxen,  ......  140  00 

Hosmer,  Crompton  &  Hammond,  hay,  .  .  .  18  12 

Jas.  R.  Davis,  freight  on  castings,  ....  75 

Blake  Crusher  Co.,  castings,  .....  29  75 

W.  H.  Britton,  labor  and  materials,  .  .  .  22  47 

Cook,  Rymes  &  Co.,  boiler,  .  .  .  .  .  502  80 

Henry  Willard,  labor,  ......  59  98 

“  “  freight  on  boiler,  ....  7  70 

Patrick  Cady,  hay,  ......  6  20 

C.  Adams,  “  ......  26  26 

E.  Chapin,  “  ......  39  00 

H.  P.  Cushman,  repairs,  .....  63  60 

E.  M.  Noyes,  .......  10  55 

A.  E.  Greeley,  pasturing  horses,  ....  7  00 

E.  J.  Prentice,  grain,  ......  263  32 

Samuel  Walker  &  Co.,  oil,  .  .  .  .  .  8  00 

Hopedale  Furnace  Co.,  castings,  .  .  .  .  ^  17  20 

D.  B.  Rockwood,  repairs,  .....  14  95 

J.  C.  Wood,  plank,  .  .  .  .  ,  ,  18  41 

Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.,  freight,  ....  75 

E.  A.  &  L.  A.  Cook,  coal  and  cement,  ...  74  52 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  supplies,  .....  240  95 

G.  A.  Sherborn,  labor  and  teams,  .  .  .  .  15  50 

J.  E.  Batten,  labor,  ......  7  00 

So.  Boston  Iron  Co.,  repairing  crusher,  .  26  80 

B.  H.  Spaulding,  use  of  horses,  .  .  .  .  39  00 

C.  C.  Fisk,  hay,  .......  82  60 
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Paid  John  F.  Bradley,  repairs, 
H.  G.  Bates,  timber, 

E.  A.  Travis,  hay, 

D.  B.  Jenks,  supplies,  . 


$9,932  09 


4  00 
107  82 
6  68 


PAYMENT  OF  TOWN  DEBT. 

Paid  Sarah  F.  Pierce,  ..... 

J.  S.  Chapin,  note,  .... 

E.  Chapin,  ...... 

Silas  A.  Hill,  ..... 


$100  00 
1,000  00 
500  00 
500  00 


$2,100  00 


Appropriation,  .  ^  .  .  .  .  $2,000  00 

Exceeded  Appropriation,  .  .  .  100  00 


MONEY  BORROWED  AND  PAID. 

Milford  National  Bank,  ......  $8,000  00 

Music  Hall  Co.,  ........  5,062  56 

$13,062  56 


SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Elias  Whitney,  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  $10,964  00 

Appropriation,  .....  $10,000  00 


Exceeded,  ......  964  00 


SCHOOL  INCIDENTALS. 

Paid  John  Madden,  use  of  water,  .  .  .  .  $5  00 

Thomas  Quirk,  “  “  ....  5  00 

Baker,  Pratt  &  Co.,  ......  42  00 

Thomas  Donahue,  truant  officer,  .  .  .  .  30  00 

William  Kelly, .  23  50 

David  Ahearn,  ......  5  00 

George  G.  Parker,  ......  60  00 

N,  B.  Johnson,  .......  2  00 

P.  Fitzmorris,  .......  2  00 

C.  J.  Thompson,  .......  40  00 

John  Usher,  use  of  water,  .....  5  00 

John  Gleason,  “  “  .....  3  00 
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A.  S.  Tuttle, 

$4  41 

Cook  &  Sons, 

43  00 

T.  W.  Harris, 

55  41 

Walnut  Shade  Tree  Association,  . 

.  .  13  67 

John  E.  Burke, 

8  50 

Frank  A.  Morrill,  . 

4  25 

A.  E.  Barker, 

24  00 

Mary  McCarthy,  . 

* 

6  59 

J.  W.  Allard, 

259  54 

R.  C.  Eldridge, 

7  00 

John  Gaffney, 

.  13  75 

I.  N.  Davis, 

21  33 

Timothy  Wallace,  . 

5  00 

H.  E.  Morgan, 

3  10 

Bartlett  &  Ellis, 

3  33 

D.  B.  Jenks, 

32  48 

Elias  Whitney,  2d, 

2  00 

J.  H.  Putnam,  regulator. 

15  00 

George  C.  Hatch,  . 

5  00 

0.  B.  Parkhurst,  . 

5  00 

George  W.  Stacey, 

9  80 

A.  Wheeler,  .  . 

30  00 

$804  66 

Appropriation,  $800  00 

Exceeded,  ......  .  4  66 


MAIN  STREET  SEWER 


John  Murphy,  damage  to  garden. 

$4 

00 

John  Clark,  brick,  .... 

18 

00 

J.  H.  Edwards,  contractor. 

.  1,369 

00 

J.  S.  Sherman,  curbing. 

7 

00 

Sarah  F.  Pierce,  damage  to  fence. 

5 

00 

E.  M.  Noyes,  damage  to  kettle. 

3 

00 

T.  E.  Morse,  supplies,  .... 

P.  &  W.  Railroad,  freight. 

8 

58 

109 

52 

Nyatt  Brick  Co.,  brick,  .... 

415 

21 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing,  .... 

1 

00 

B.  &  A.  Railroad,  freight, 

53 

S.  W.  Pierce,  labor,  .... 

!  .  215 

96 

T.  N.  Sherman,  labor,  .... 

4 

10 

James  R.  Davis,  services. 

41 

00 

“  “  expense  and  postage,  . 

8 

60 

A.  Stevens,  repairs,  .... 

64 

56 

Marcellus  Day  &  Co.,  pipe,  . 

4 

10 

Field  &  Crosby,  supplies. 

21 

03 
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Paid  L.  A.  Cook,  cement,  .... 
Fuller  Iron  Co.,  casting, 

Waldo  Bros.,  cement,  .... 

D.  B.  Jenks,  .  .  .  . 

James  Bergin,  centres,  .... 
'Bartlett  &  Ellis,  supplies, 

Wm.  Sheehan,  “ 

M.  P.  Callanan,  “  ... 

Wm.  L.  Billings,  labor, 

.  $172  80 

86  55 

3  60 
19  39 

4  57 
185  55 

4  00 
3  92 
.  1,996  00 

V 

$4,776  57 

GAS  AND  STREET  LIGHTS. 

Paid  H.  C.  Scott,  supplies,  .... 
Milford  Gas  Co.,  gas,  .... 

S.  A.  Eastman,  supplies, 

Hopedale  Machine  Co.,  care. 

Globe  Gas  Light  Co.,  .... 

50 

.  2,040  00 

7  87 
44  00 
88  00 

$2,180  37 

PINE  STREET. 

Paid  Wm.  L.  Billings,  labor,  .  .  •  . 

.  $250  00 

Appropriation,  ..... 
Exceeded,  ..... 

$150  00 

100  00 

STATE  AND  MILITARY  AID. 

E.  C.  Claflin,  paid  State  aid,  .  -  .  .  ^^4,372  00 

“  “  Military  aid,  .  .  .  1,724  00 

- $6,096  00 


DECORATION  DAY. 

Paid  B.  H.  Montague,  .... 


REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Paid  T.  E.  Morse,  painting,  .... 
James  Bergin,  ..... 
Eldridge  &  Beatty,  .... 

T.  L.  Wheelock, . 

2 


$100  00 


$75  94 
65  57 
301  50 
9  56 
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Paid  John  Taft,  . 

Field  &  Crosby, 
George  H.  Kendall, 
Chapman  &  Wynn, 
John  Gaffney, 

S.  W.  Pierce, 


$14  00 
136  08 
1  37 
69  11 
4  65 
10  25 


Richard  Carroll,  ..... 

2  00 

D.  B.  Jenks,  ...... 

10  42 

Davis  &  Weed,  ..... 

3  08 

Appropriation,  ..... 

$703  53 

$1,000  00 

Unexpended,  ..... 

296  47 

INTEREST. 

Milford  Savings  Bank, .... 

.  $3,250  00 

Hide  &  Leather  Bank,  .... 

.  3,825  00 

Worcester  County  Savings  Bank,  . 

800  00 

Charles  Endicott,  ..... 

.  2,100  00 

W.  I.  Bradbury,  cemetery  note, 

21  00 

Milford  National  Bank, 

112  36 

Sarah  F.  Pierce,  ..... 

•30  00 

E.  Chapin,  ...... 

37  50 

Silas  A.  Hill,  ..... 

33  32 

Boston  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank,  . 

825  00 

J.  S.  Chapin,  ..... 

48  14 

William  F.  Draper,  cemetery  note. 

12  00 

J.  P.  Daniels, . 

90  00 

Music  Hall  Co.,  ..... 

$11,184  32 
62  50 

Appropriation,  ..... 

$11,246  82 

$11,300  00 

Unexpended  appropriation. 

53  18 

TEACHING  SCHOOL. 

C.  J.  Thompson,  ..... 

.  $14,645  27 

Lillie  B.  Godfrey,  ..... 

168  75 

Anna  M.  BancroR,  .... 

187  50 

Mary  A.  Parkhurst,  .... 

168  75 

Silas  W.  Hale, . 

562  50 
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Paid  F.  B.  Sherburne,  . 
H.  W.  Lull,  . 

Eva  W.  Cook, 


Appropriation,  .  . 

Unexpended  appropriation. 


$210  00 
450  00 
8  10 


$16,400  87 

$16,500  00 
99  13 


SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Paid  John  W.  Allard,  balance  of  salary  1880, 

a  a 


$122  00 
1,230  00 


$1,350  00 


BANK  TAX. 

Paid  Charles  Endicott,  .  .  .  ^  .  .  $2,764  57 


STATE  TAX. 

Paid  Charles  Endicott,  ......  $4,290  00 


EVENING  SCHOOL. 

Paid  Charles  J.  Thompson,  . 

B.  H.  Montague,  .... 

F.  B.  Sherburne,  .... 


Appropriation,  . 
Unexpended  appropriation. 


$149  67 
18  25 
12  00 


$179  92 

$700  00 
520  08 


PAY  OF  MEMBERS  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

H.  C.  Skinner,  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  $3,600  00 


TOWN  LIBRARY. 


J.  Allen  Rice, 
« 


one  half  dog  tax. 


.  $1,000  00 

220  35 


$1,220  35 
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REPAIRS  OF  RESERVOIR. 

H.  C.  Skinner,  .  .  .  . 


$247  33 


Appropriation,  . 
Exceeded  appropriation, 


$200  00 

47  33 


CARE  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 


Paid  William  Kelly, . $90  00 

C.  J.  Thompson,  .......  862  50 

Silas  W.  Hale, .  37  50 

Elbridge  Gerry,  .......  3  00 

Frank  A.  Morrill,  .......  35  00 


Appropriation,  . 
Exceeded  appropriation, 


$1,028  00 

$1,000  00 

28  00 


FUEL  FOR  SCHOOLS, 


Paid  Field  &  Crosby,  . 
Barney  &  Son, 

L.  A.  Cook,  . 


Appropriation,  . 
Exceeded  appropriation. 


$158  80 
98  34 
855  00 


$1,112  14 

$1,000  00 

112  14 


INCIDENTALS,  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


H.  C.  Skinner,  .  .  .  . 

Appropriation,  . 
Unexpended  appropriation. 


.  $1,000  00 

$1,200  00 
200  00 


TOWN  PARK. 

Paid  J.  E.  Walker,  trees, 

Charles  Metcalf,  labor,  .  . 

William  Jones,  “  .  .  . 

Thomas  O’Brien,  “  .  .  . 


$16  43 
22  50 
20  00 
10  50 


Paid  Field  &  Crosby,  lumber, 
W.  H.  Britton,  labor, 


n 


$10  79 

2  00 


$82  22 

Appropriation,  ......  $100  00 

Unexpended  appropriation,  .  .  .  17  78 


CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION. 


Charles  F.  Claflin,  .......  $1,200  00 


Appropriation, 


$1,200  00 


SIDEWALKS. 

Paid  A.  S.  Sampson,  concrete, 

George  H.  Turner,  curbstones, 

W.  L.  Billings,  labor, 


$300  93 
400  00 
325  00 


$1,025  93 


Appropriation,  . 
Unexpended  balance. 


$1,329  17 
303  24 


HOSE  TOWER. 

Paid  H.  C.  Skinner,  .... 

Appropriation,  .... 
Unexpended  balance. 


.  $299  80 

.  $300  00 
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LAMP  POSTS. 

Paid  B.  &  A.  R.  R.,  freight  on  posts,  .  .  .  .  $7  83 

Globe  Gas  Co.,  posts,  lanterns  and  repairs,  .  '  .  217  14 


$224  97 

Appropriation,  ......  $235  00 

Unexpended  balance,  .  .  .  .  10  03 


LIQUOR  LICENSES. 

Paid  Charles  Endicott,  one-fourth, 


$1,329  17 
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ASSETS  OF  THE  TOWN. 

500  shares  in  Milford  &  Woonsocket  R.  R., 
75  shares  in  Hopkinton  R.  R., 

Bonds  of  Hopkinton  R.  R., 

J.  D.  Hunt,  taxes  for  1875,  .  .  .  . 

“  “  1876,  .  .  .  . 

(c  <c  1877 

J.  H/Wood,  “  1880’ 

Land  and  Gravel  Pit  on  Green  street,  . 

B.  D.  Godfrey,  labor  and  teams,  . 

M.  Estabrook,  concrete  walk  assessment, 

F.  O.  Mason, 

Wm.  Sheehan,  assessment,  .  .  .  . 

Mrs.  Hannon,  sewer  assessment,  . 

Luther  P.  Jones,  sidewalk  assessment,  . 
Joseph  Williams,  “  “  .  . 

James  Teeling,  “  “  .  . 

Due  from  State,  State  aid,  .... 

“  •  “  Military  aid. 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  Feb.  22,  1881,  . 
H.  C.  Scott,  concrete  sidewalk  assessment, 
Susan  Aldrich,  “  'a  «  ^ 

Mrs.  M.  Raftery,  “  “  “ 

B.  F.  Holbrook,  “  “  “ 

Hunt  &  Cook,  “  “  “ 


$50,000  00 
7,500  00 
7,500  00 
43  70 
62  02 
321  65 
1,882  06 
150  00 
7  00 

21  93 
52  26 
16  75 
25  00 
20  56 
24  90 
12  50 

4,372  00 
862  00 
11,933  15 

22  22 

15  38 

16  27 

12  89 

13  33 


TOWN  DEBT. 

Milford  Savings  Bank,  Notes,  .....  $25,000  00 

“  “  ~  Town  Bonds,  .  .  .  40,000  00 

National  Hide  and  Leather  Bank,  Railroad  Bonds,  .  50,000  00 

Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  Town  Bonds,  .  30,000  00 

Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings,  .  .  10,000  00 

Park  Notes, . .  .  .  .  5,000  00 

Milford  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  Note,  ....  1,500  00 

Sarah  F.  Pierce,  Note,  ......  500  00 

State  Treasurer’s  Note,  ......  30,000  00 


$192,000  00 

Money  left  by  the  following  named  persons,  for  care 
of  burial  lots,  and  which  the  Town  now  owes : 


Sarah  M.  Whipple,  . 
Mrs.  Theron  Holbrook, 
Mrs.  Obadiah  Albee, 
William  B.  Dyer, 

Heirs  of  Sylvester  Dean, 


$100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
150  00 
100  00 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  ORDERS  DRAWN. 


Town  Incidentals,  . 

Highways,  .... 
Payment  of  Town  Debt,  . 

Money  Borrowed  and  Paid, 

Support  of  Poor, 

School  Incidentals,  . 

Main  Street  Sewer,  . 

Street  Lights,  .... 
Work  on  Pine  Street, 

Repairs  of  School  Houses, 

State  Aid,  .... 

Military  Aid,  .... 
Interest,  .  .  . 

Decoration  Day, 

Teaching  School, 

School  Superintendent, 

Bank  Tax,  .... 

State  Tax, 

Evening  School, 

Pay  of  Members  of  Fire  Department 
Town  Library,  .... 

Care  of  School  Houses, 

Repairs  of  Reservoirs, 

Fuel  for  Schools, 

Incidentals,  Fire  Department,  . 
Town  Park,  .... 

.  Centennial  Celebration,  . 
Sidewalks,  .... 

Hose  Tower,  .... 

Lamp  Posts  and  Lanterns, 

Liquor  Licenses, 


$5,646  80 
9,952  09 
2,100  00 
13,000  00 
10,964  00 
804  66 
4,776  57 
2,180  37 
250  00 
703  53 
4,372  00 
1,724  00 
11,246  82 
100  00 
16,400  87 
1,350  00 
2,764  57 
4,290  00 
179  92 
3,600  00 
1,220  35 
1,028  00 
247  33 
1,112  14 
1,000  00 
82  22 
1,200  00 
1,025  93 
299  80 
224  97 
1,329  17 


$105,176  11 


JAMES  R.  DAVIS, 

MATTHEW  P.  CALLANAN, 

D.  J.  CRONAN, 

Select7nen  of  Milford. 


Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


EXPENSES  AT  THE  FARM. 

Paid  for  flour  and  grain,  ......  $661  66 

Sugar,  .........  157  30 

Tea,  .........  67  14 

Molasses,  ........  44  51 

Salt  fish  and  mackerel,  ......  84  16 

Fresh  fish,  ........  73  14 

Coal,  .........  133  87 

2  yoke  of  oxen,  .......  220  00 

Seed  corn,  etc.,  .......  3  46 

Chocolate, .  1  13 

Beans,  .........  4  95 

Kerosene  oil,  .......  12  00 

Matches,  ........  3  30 

Yeast  powder,  .......  1  23 

Oat  meal,  etc.,  .......  1  00 

Spices,  .  .  . .  3  06 

Garden  seeds,  .......  4  60 

Tobacco  and  snuff,  ......  58  49 

Soap,  .........  15  35 

Baskets,  tubs,  twine  and  combs,  ....  5  51 

Rice, .  4  75 

Cash  to  inmates,  .......  22  30 

Scrubbing  brushes,  ......  74 

Raisins,  .  .  .  .•  .  .  .  .  1  49 

Dry  goods,  ........  81  27 

Saleratus,  soda,  starch,  saltpetre,  ...  3  39 

Crackers, .  24  25 

Repairs  on  stoves,  ......  19  95 

Salt,  92 

Scythes, .  2  70 

.  Brooms,  ........  1  92 

Paid  Inman,  for  bull,  ......  16  50 

One  cow,  ........  25  00 

Burial  of  Edward  McKnabb  (1880),  .  .  .  11  00 

Pulling  teeth  for  inmates,  .  .  .  .  .  2  00 

Lumber  (Field  &  Crosby),  .....  59  51 
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Paid  for  carpenter  work,  ......  $13  50 

Clothing  for  inmates, .  87  08 

Family  carriage, .  49  00 

R.  C.  Hill,  doctoring  horse,  .....  3  10 

Ploughman  and  Milford  Journal,  ...  7  Go 

Drills  and  wedges,  ....'..  7  62 

Repairs  on  harness  (bill  1879),  •  .  .  .  4  35 

Boots  and  shoes,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  68  05 

4  ladders,  ........  5  87 

Blacksmithing,  .......  33  56 

Furniture,  ........  10  79 

Windows  and  door,  ......  16  60 

Hardware  and  tools,  ......  44  62 

Medical  attendance  and  medicine,  .  .  .  74  02 

Meat,  .........  190  44 

Rye, .  5  00 

Smoking  hams  (1879  bill),  .....  6  16 

Ice,  .........  6  50 

Tinware,  ........  3  84 

3  calves  to  fat,  .......  3  75 

Tools,  etc., . .  .  .  .  10  75 

School  books,  etc.,  ......  2  00 

Lamp  chimneys,  pails,  6  hoes,  .  .  .  .  7  81 

Clothes  lines,  buckles  and  leather,  ...  3  00 

Labor,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  364  48 

Salary  for  Superintendent,  .....  550  00 


4'otal  expenses  at  Farm,  ......  $3,413  09 


RECEIPTS  FROM  THE  FARM. 

Received  of  E.  B.  Mead,  beef,  veal  and  vegetables,  .  $415  33 

Cushing  &  Morse,  cider  apples,  .  .  .  .  58  41 

On  account  of  Mrs.  Jones,  .....  137  45 

John  Madden,  pigs,  apples,  etc.,  ....  120  96 

D.  &.  N.  Nelson,  hay,  ......  66  36 

J.  L.  Clark,  “ . 13  35 

D.  B.  Rockwood,  plank,  .....  2  50 

Soldiers’  Aid,  .......  130  00 

Milk,  pigs,  apples  and  vegetables,  .  .  .  “  142  73 


Total  receipts  from  the  Farm,  .....  $1,087  09 


PERSONS  RECEIVING  AID  IN  MILFORD  AWAY  FROM  THE  FARM. 

Mrs.  Rhoda  Allen,  .  . . $121  75 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Ahern, .  100  00 
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Thomas  Barry, 

Patrick  J.  Burns,  . 

R.  D.  H.  Beatty,  . 
Patrick  Butler, 

Mrs.  Stephen  Burke,  . 
Mrs.  Fidelia  Blood, 
William  Breen, 

Mrs.  Mary  Cronan, 
Patrick  Curry, 

Mrs.  Patrick  Clines, 
Patrick  Conniff,  . 
Michael  Coy, 

Mrs.  Winnefred  Casey, 
Miss  Nora  Crahan, 
James  C.  Coffee,  . 

Mrs.  Patrick  Clunan,  . 
Mrs.  Mary  Smith, 

John  Cook,  . 

M  rs.  Honora  Dillon,  . 
Ellis  Daniels, 

Mrs.  Thomas  Finton,  . 
Patrick  Fahey 
Mrs.  Charles  Forbush, 
Mrs.  William  Flanaghan, 
Mrs.  Hugh  Glennon,  . 
Mrs.  Patrick  Gaghaghin, 
Mrs.  John  Hogan, 

Mrs.  George  Horner,  . 
Charles  Hoytt, 

E.  H.  Hildreth, 

Ed.  Holahan, 

Michael  Hageney, 
Michael  Halpin,  . 

James  A.  Kenneda, 

Mrs.  B.  Kelly, 

Mrs.  Michael  Lyons,  . 
Mrs.  Michael  Moore,  . 
Patrick  McGrath, 

Edward  McKenna, 

Mrs.  John  Moore, 
Richard  McDonald, 
Henry  Markham, 

Martin  Mealy, 

Daniel  McCarty,  . 
Michael  McCormack,  . 
Mrs.  John  Mahona, 
Michael  McCarty, 

James  Moore, 


$236  40 
26  95 
26  45 
7  90 
140  70 
102  00 
60  00 
37  75 
65  25 
88  95 
52  00 
87  25 
9  87 
156  00 
9  25 
184  83 
14  70 
92  00 
117  18 
5  00 
49  96 
14  26 
9  00 
43  50 
52  00 
124  38 
69  86 
2  00 
37  43 
104  75 
33  18 
2  00 
135  04 
269  62 

4  05 
96  22 
20  40 
31  14 
33  18 

196  23 

5  00 
10  00 

2  75 

6  75 
25  13 

3  50 
10  60 
59  50 
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Mrs.  D.  O’Connor,  ..... 

$50 

46 

Miss  Mary  O’Connor,  ..... 

61 

21 

Mrs.  Ann  Qunlivan,  ..... 

27 

60 

Mrs.  Thomas  Rabbitt,  .... 

200 

28 

Mrs.  Mary  Rogers,  ..... 

36 

00 

Dennis  Ryan,  .  .  ^  . 

54 

50 

Edward  Sireack,  ...... 

51 

27 

James  Small,  ...... 

19 

28 

Daniel  Shea,  ...... 

124 

86 

Susan  and  Bridget  Sweeney, 

63 

13 

Daniel  Sullivan,  ...... 

24 

00 

Thomas  Surgerson,  ..... 

31 

13 

Mrs.  Harry  Sidley,  ..... 

27 

88 

Mrs.  Mary  White,  ..... 

47 

83 

Martin  Ward,  ...... 

116 

02 

Patrick  McDermott,  ..... 

.  •  3 

43 

Mrs.  Eugene  Shaw,  ..... 

10 

00 

John  W.  Wilson,  ...... 

2 

00 

Mrs.  Patrick  Powers,  ..... 

25 

00 

Patrick  Grana,  ...... 

16 

76 

Mrs.  Thomas  Lyons,  ..... 

31 

73 

Thomas  Hogan,  ...... 

8 

00 

Mrs.  Jones,  for  board,  ..... 

100 

00 

$4,351 

98 

PERSONS  BELONGING  IN  MILFORD,  RESIDING  IN  OTHER  TOWNS. 


Fleming  Adams,  Wrentham,  .....  $88  00 

Peter  Cherry,  Southboro,  ......  3  63 

James  Cross,  Ware,  .......  10  00 

Mary  E.  Haywood,  Worcester,  .....  12  26 

Daniel  Dugan,  Waltham,  ......  219  86 

John  J.  Ford,  Worcester,  ......  25  00 

Michael  Fitzgerald,  Worcester,  .....  23  35 

Catherine  Hines,  “  .....  14  90 

Edward  Sawyer,  “  .....  3  30 

Mary  Sheehe,  “  .....  15  20 

Patrick  Boyle,  “  .  .  .  .  '  .  29  50 

Ellen  Eachman,  Cambridge,  .....  8  57 

Michael  Holland,  “ .  59  21 

Mrs.  William  Maley,  Blackstone,  .  .  .  ...  45  00 

Julius  L.  Johnson,  Bellingham,  .  .  .  .  .  12  90 

Patrick  Nugent,  Fitchburg,  .  .  .  .  .  .  19  75 

George  Gabriea,  Uxbridge,  ......  6  28 

John  O’Sullivan,  Mendon,  ......  173  81 

Mrs.  John  Haggerty,  Medway,  .....  8  00 
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Thomas  Mullen,  Medway,  .... 

$28 

62 

Margaret  Quinn,  Lowell,  .... 

71 

50 

Frank  L.  Sweet,  Lynn,  .... 

3 

10 

David  Taft,  Franklin,  .  .  . 

20 

50 

George  C.  White,  Franklin,  .... 

38 

64 

Keziah  Wilcox,  Douglas,  .... 

104 

00 

Johannah  Slattery,  Hopkinton, 

51 

00 

Lucy  Rexford,  “  ... 

15 

00 

Nancy  McCool,  Tewksbury, 

320 

90 

Mary  Moran,  Boston,  ..... 

111 

63 

Mary  Bernard,  “  ..... 

8 

00 

Henry  O.  Anthony,  Upton,  .... 

21 

85 

Hannora  O’Connor,  Watertown,  . 

1 

63 

Joseph  Boody,  Haverhill,  .  .  -  . 

15 

21 

Thomas  Carey,  Nantucket,  .... 

57 

95 

Mrs.  Toohey,  Holliston,  .... 

146 

94 

William  J.  Stewart,  Marlboro, 

30 

12 

Total,  .........  $1,825  15 


PERSONS  BELONGING  TO  OTHER  TOWNS,  LIVING  IN  MILFORD. 


Mrs.  Hiram  Adams,  Blackstone,  .... 

.  $166 

00 

John  Powers,  Bellingham,  ..... 

1 

00 

W.  H.  Bigelow,  Hopkinton,  .  .  .  . 

20 

85 

Benj.  Fairbanks,  “  ..... 

5 

33 

Michael  Murphy,  “  ..... 

46 

50 

John  Congdon,  “  .  .  .  .  *  . 

1 

35 

Geo.  W.  Brown,  Uxbridge,  ..... 

14 

75 

Wm.  Coffee,  Gloucester,  ..... 

2 

00 

Mrs.  Jerry  Daly,  Northbridge,  .... 

284 

68 

Chas.  H.  Snowling,  “  .... 

51 

75 

Lewis  G.  Fales,  Medway,  ..... 

44 

50 

John  P.  Hews,  Holliston,  ..... 

19 

70 

Jane  and  Mary  Ann  Reeves,  Holliston, 

20 

61 

- Loveday,  Holliston,  ..... 

1 

40 

Patrick  Jones,  Boston,  .  .  .  . 

32 

13 

John  Lynch,  “...... 

42 

83 

Mrs.  James  Mealy,  Boston,  ..... 

10 

70 

Joshua  O.  Langley,  Warren,  .... 

273 

43 

Chas.  H.  Shumway,  So.  Hadley,  .... 

30 

00 

Benj.  Newton,  Shrewsbury,  ..... 

3 

00 

Geo.  C.  Christian,  Nantucket,  .... 

34 

05 

Geo.  E.  Dunn,  Douglas,  ..... 

63 

00 

$1,169 

51 

29 


INSANE. 

Henry  Cain,  Worcester, 
Catherine  Coughlin,  “ 

Maynard  Rawson,  “ 

Richard  Day,  “ 

Dennis  Pyne,  “ 

John  O.  Harra,  “ 

Peter  Corragan,  “  ♦ 

Abbott  L.  Perry,  “ 

Charles  W.  Dunham,  Taunton, 


$180  32 
186  21 
131  46 
82  58 
184  92 
224  54 
75  93 
22  57 
39  13 


$1,127  66 


STATE  PAUPERS  AND  TRAMPS. 


Ann  Mclntire, 

John  Hays, 

Michael  Murphy, 
Mrs.  James  O’Brien, 
Crahen  Connell, 
Patrick  Tarpy, 

John  Pettes, 

James  Curley, 
Michael  Quinn,. 
Patrick  Miler, 

Sarah  McGrath, 
Abraham  Tillotson, 
Hannah  Cooney, 


John  F.  Murphy, 
Joshua  M.  Davney, 
Mrs.  Gilmore, 
Michael  Finn, 

Dodd  children, 
Susan  Twohey, 

Wm.  Fahey, 
Michael  Tinon, 
Thomas  Quinn, 
Wm.  Flannagan, 
Joseph  Fritz, 

Frank  Higgins. 


Amount  paid  for  support  of  above, 
67  tramps,  .  .  .  .  . 


$1,057  81 
25  00 


$1,082  81 


INCIDENTALS, 

Due  the  Overseers  on  last  year’s  account, 
Postage,  postal  cards,  etc.,  .  .  . 


$26  22 
1  49 

$27  71 


BILLS  DUE  THE  TOWN 


Boston, 
Shrewsbury,  . 
Nantucket,  . 
Hopkinton,  . 
Northbridge, 


$74  59 
3  00 

13  55 

14  48 
198  58 
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Warren,  ....... 

.  $273  43 

Holliston,  ....... 

22  71 

Uxbridge,  ....... 

23  80 

Douglas,  ....... 

South  Hadley,  ...... 

63  00 

30  01 

Gloucester,  ....... 

2  00 

Blackstone,  ....... 

10  00 

RECEIPTS. 

$729  15 

Received  of  E.  S.  Claflin,  .... 

.  $10,964  00 

St3.t0^  ••••••• 

130  25 

Northbridge,  ...... 

196  55 

Blackstone,  ...... 

187  00 

Boston,  .  .  .  .  .  ' . 

148  29 

Marlboro,  ...... 

5  38 

Nantucket,  ...... 

44  00 

Medway,  ...... 

44  50 

Holliston,  .  .  .  .  . 

31  25 

Hopkinton,  ...... 

92  83 

Uxbridge,  ...... 

Soldiers’  Aid,  ..... 

39  84 

132  00 

E.  B.  Mead,  .  '  . 

415  33 

Cushing  &  Morse, ..... 

58  40 

Rent  Jones’  Land,  .... 

137  45 

John  Madden,  apples,  pigs,  etc.,  . 

120  96 

Cash  for  milk,  apples,  etc.. 

142  73 

D.  &  N.  Nelson,  hay,  .... 

66  36 

J.  L.  Clark,  “  .  .  .  . 

13  25 

D.  B.  Rockwood,  plank,  .  .  ‘  . 

2  50 

$12,972  97 

RECAPITULATION. 

Expenses  at  Farm,  ..... 

.  $3,413  09 

Persons  aided  in  Town  away  from  Farm, 

.  4,351  98 

“  belonging  to  Milford  in  other  towns. 

.  1,825  15 

State  paupers  and  tramps,  .... 

.  1,057  81 

Persons  belonging  to  other  towns,  residing  in 

Milford,  1,169  57 

Insane,  ....... 

.  1,127  66 

Incidentals,  ....... 

27  71 

$12,972  97 
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There  was  on  hand,  Feb.  1,  1881,  personal  property  to  the 
amount  of  $4,250.43,  consisting  in  part  as  follows :  1  horse,  1  yoke 
oxen,  14  cows,  vegetables,  corn,  hay,  furniture,  etc.  The  valuation 
does  not  vary  much  from  year  to  year.  Furniture  and  farming  tools 
are  in  good  repair.  The  Superintendent  is  paid  to  March  11th,  it 
being  one  year  at  that  time ;  salary,  $550.  The  tov/n  Doctor  is 
paid  up  to  April  1st ;  salary,  $150.  Sick  State  poor  paid  to  Jan.  1, 
1881,  and  the  bills  sent  to  the  Board  of  State  Charities ;  amount, 
$610.  Persons  admitted  to  the  farm  the  past  year,  51.  Average 
number,  34if.  Present  number,  36.  Average  weekly  cost,  $1.30j^. 
The  improvements  are  a  new  hen  house,  ice  house,  new  barn  floor 
with  stone  post  under  the  barn  in  place  of  wooden  ones,  rotted 
off  so  that  the  barn  was  sagging  in  the  centre.  The  timbers  were 
raised  up  and  stone  post  set  to  keep  it  level.  The  cost  of  above, 
$13.50  for  labor,  the  rest  of  the  work  being  done  by  the  help  on  the 
farm.  Cost  of  lumber  and  material,  $92.58.  Also  a  family  car¬ 
riage,  $49.  Also  the  rebuilding  of  about  20  rods  of  road  and  the 
foundation  of  about  40  rods  of  wall  on  the  new  road.  Four  acres 
of  the  old  pasture  west  of  the  house  have  been  plowed  and  planted 
the  past  year,  that  has  lain  waste  for  the  past  20  years,  and  the 
crops  have  well  paid  for  the  labor.  The  pasture  east  of  the  house 
has  been  cleared  of  brush  by  one  of  the  inmates,  and  it  would  be  a 
credit  to  any  farmer  in-town  to  follow  his  example  in  their  own 
pastures.  Nancy  McCool  was  sent  to  Tewksbury,  Aug.  16,  1876 ; 
was  then  a  State  pauper  and  has  been  aided  by  the  State  since 
1863.  But  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Worcester  7>s. 
Springfield,  she  has  been  returned  to  Milford  as  a  town  pauper. 
The  cost  of  keeping  her  in  Tewksbury  has  been  less  than  $1.50  per 
week.  But  now  it  will  cost  $3.50  per  week  at  least,  although  the 
cost  at  Tewksbury  was  less  than  one  half  what  it  will  now  cost 
paying  the  bill ;  this  takes  $325  out  of  our  appropriation  of  the  past 
year. 

Joshua  O.  Langley  alias  Olney  Longley  alias  William  Smith.  We 
have  fixed  his  settlement  on  Warren  and  got  judgment  for  bill  and 
cost,  which  will  be  paid  soon.  Uxbridge  recovers  cost  of  Milford. 
But  had  not  we  brought  suit  against  both  towns  at  once,  it  would 
have  taken  another  year  to  have  settled  it. 

James  A.  Kennada  alias  Monroe  Thayer.  As  James  A.  Kennada, 
his  wife  and  children  have  a  settlement  in  Milford  by  her  father, 
he,  Kennada,  being  an  alien.  But  as  Monroe  Thayer,  he  has  a 
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military  settlement  in  Northampton.  We  have  aided  the  family  at 
the  farm  and  outside  to  the  amount  of  $649.09.  Should  Kennada 
come  back  within  four  months,  so  that  we  could  take  him  to  North¬ 
ampton  and  prove  his  identity,  the  amount  could  be  collected.  We 
wish  our  successors  to  keep  this  case  alive  for  the  benefit  of  the 
town. 


ELIAS  WHITNEY, 

JOHN  MADDEN, 

GEORGE  F.  BIRCH, 

Overseers  of  Poor  of  Milford. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers 


Of  the  Milford  Fire  Department  for  the  Year  ending  February  15,  1881. 


Cash  on  hand  February  11,  1880,  ....  $112  60 

Received  of  Ethan  C.  Claflin  for  pay  of  metnbers,  .  3,600  00 

“  “  building  Hose  Tower,  299  80 

“  “  repair  of  reservoir,  .  247  33 

“  E.  B.  Blood,  reservoir  cover,  ...  1  00 

“  O.  D.  Holmes,  “  '  “  .  .  .  1  00 

“  Hopedale  Machine  Co.,  use  of  derrick,  .  25  00 

“  Dearborn  Brothers,  “ .  “  .  .  7  00 

“  Asaph  Withington,  two  coats,  .  .  .  4  00 

“  E.  Mann,  695  lbs.  old  leather  hose  at  8c.,  .  55  60 

“  Ethan  C.  Claflin,  incidentals,  .  .  .  1,000  00 


$5,353  33 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  D.  B.  Rockwood,  .......  $28  35 

Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  .....  209  99 

-  A.  Claflin  S.  F.  E.  Co.,  No.  2,  .  .  .  .  237  00 

Washington  Engine  Co.,  No.  1.  .  .  .  .  687  50 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Co.,  No.  1,  .  .  .  .  262  50 

Board  of  Engineers,  .  .  .  .  .  250  00 

Extinguisher  Engine  Co.,  No.  1,  .  .  .  .  135  00  * 

North  Star  Engine  Co.,  No.  4,  .  .  .  .  695  00 

Excelsior  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,  No.  1,  .  .  300  00 

Milford  S.  F.  E.  Co.,  No.  1, .  170  00 

N.  B.  Fairbanks,  .......  176  75 

S.  B.  Holbrook, . .  43  38 

Edward  Walker,  .......  7  50 

E.  J.  Morse, . .  15  00 

A.  Tyler,  ........  63  55 

William  J.  Shields,  ......  6  25 

Hapgood  &  Mayhew,  ......  10  00 

E.  L.  Bailey,  . .  1  00 

3 
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Paid  Henry  Chever,  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5  25 

J.  N.  Lilley, .  4  20 

W.  L.  Harden, .  50  00 

Thomas  H.  Dwyer,  .  ,  .  .  .  .  60  00 

Henry  C.  Skinner,  ......  2  80 

Augustus  Stephens,  ......  25  50 

W.  J.  Blanchard,  .......  15  50 

Asaph  Withington,  ......  15  25 

A.  S.  Tuttle, .  5  21 

J.  E.  Batten,  ........  1  50 

Lysander  Grow,  .......  2  50 

F.  G.  McLaughlin,  ......  45  20 

F.  J.  Clarke, . 14  86 

G.  W.  Stacey, .  2  50 

H.  T.  Shattuck, . 12  90 

Boston  Belting  C@.,  ......  106  92 

James  Curran,  .......  4  17 

George  Homer,  .  .  .....  50 

Manchester  Locomotive  Works,  ....  5  95 

Chapman  &  Winn,  ......  291  13 

Eldridge  &  Beatty, .  8  00 

Fred.  Swasey,  .  '  .  .  .  .  .  .  13  00 

O.  D.  Holmes,  .......  6  00 

G.  Davis  &  Co.,  .......  5  00 

P.  &  W.  R.R.  Co., .  10  40  . 

T.  C.  Eastman,  .......  1  50 

D.  B.  Jenks,  ........  1  00 

H.  L.  Patrick,  .......  21  96 

Nyatt  Brick  Co ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43  50 

L.  Morse,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  47  95 

I.  N.  Davis, . 16  75 

R.  Folger,  Jr., .  3  20 

M.  W.  Edwards, . 13  50 

W.  L.  Billings, .  27  50 

S.  W.  Pierce,  .......  80  70 

William  Remick,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18  00 

Joseph  L.  Hunt,  .......  6  00 

Hopedale  Stable,  .......  6  00 

F.  A.  Taft, .  4  62 

J.  H.  Webb, .  2  00 

R.  Carroll,  ........  3  75 

C.  L.  Withered, .  172  87 

Henry  Willard, . 320  90 

C.  O.  Woodbury,  .......  254  53 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  .......  42  19 

C.  E.  Peirce, . .  15  00 

L.  A.  Cook, . 38  30 

Hopedale  Machine  Co.,  .....  28  94 
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Paid  Field  &  Crosby, 
Field  Brothers, 

B.  H.  Montague, 


Cash  on  hand  Feb.  15,  1881, 


$56  29 
32  60 
4  00 


$5,276  56 
76  77 


$5,353  33 


There  have  been  fourteen  alarms  of  fire  from  January  1,  1880,  to 
January  1,  1881,  two  of  which  were  in  the  woods  and  twelve  in 
buildings. 

The  present  number  of  members  in  the  department  are  175, 
divided  as  follows : 

Engineers,  7 ;  Washington  Engine  Company,  No.  1,  50;  North 
Star  Engine  Company,  No.  4,  44;  Milford  Steamer  Company,  No. 
1,  11;  A.  Claflin  Steamer  Company,  No.  2,  12;  Extinguisher 
Engine  Company,  No.  1,  9  ;  Wideawake  Hose  Company,  No.  1,  22  ; 
and  Excelsior  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  No.  1,  20. 

'  .  SCHEDULE  OF  PROPERTY. 

Five  engine  houses,  with  furniture  and  fixtures  for  the  same. 

Two  hand  engines  and  hose  carriages  for  the  same. 

Two  steam  fire  engines  and  hose  carriages  for  the  same. 

One  four-wheeled  hose  carriage  and  fixtures  for  the  same. 

One  Babcock  fire  extinguisher,  with  hose  carriage. 

One  hook  and  ladder  carriage,  with  all  the  appliances  for  the 
same. 

There  are  eighteen  reservoirs,  located  as  follows : 

One  on  South  Bow  street,  near  Main  street ;  one  near  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  Main  and  Spruce  streets ;  one  at  Lincoln  square ;  one  on 
the  parish  common  ;  one  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Fruit  streets ; 
one  on  West  street,  near  Samuel  Walker’s  boot  shop;  one  on  Con¬ 
gress  street;  one  on  Exchange  street;  one  on  Central  street;  one 
on  Jefferson  street ;  one  at  the  junction  of  Pearl  and  School 
streets;  one  on  Walnut  street,  near  the  School  house;  one  on 
North  road,  near  the  house  of  Joseph  Hancock;  one  at  North 
Milford;  one  at  Jonesville;  one  on  the  corner  of  West  and  Lee 
streets ;  one  on  Grove,  near  Forest  street ;  and  one  on  the  corner 
of  Hayward  and  Parkhurst  streets. 

CONDITION  OF  PROPERTY. 

The  engine  houses  are  all  in  good  repair,  and  so  are  all  the 
reservoirs,  except  the  one  at  Clark’s  Market.  The  building  of  the 
sewer  has  rendered  this  reservoir  worthless.  The  reservoir  at  the 
junction  of  Pearl  and  School  streets  has  been  bricked  up  and 
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cemented,  so  as  to  make  it  one  of  the  best  in  town  ;  and  the  one 
near  Hancock’s,  and  the  one  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Fruit 
streets  have  been  covered  new  this  year. 

LOCATION  OF  APPARATUS. 

Washington  Engine,  No.  1,  Button  &  Son,  builders,  is  located  in 
No.  1  Engine  House. 

North  Star  Engine,  No.  4,  Jeffers,  builder,  is  located  at  North 
Milford  in  No.  4  Engine  House. 

Milford  Steam  Fire  Engine,  No.  1,  Cole  Brothers,  builders,  and 
Aaron  Clafiin  Steam  Fire  Engine,  No.  2,  Amoskeag  build,  are 
located  in  the  Steamer  House,  South  Main  street. 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Carriage,  No.  1  is  located  in  No.  1  Engine 
House. 

Excelsior  Hook  and  Ladder  Carriage,  No.  1  is  located  in  the  old 
No.  2  Engine  House. 

Extinguisher  Engine,  No.  1,  Babcock  build,  is  located  in  the 
Engine  House  at  Hopedale. 

All  the  above  apparatus  is  in  the  best  of  repair  possible. 

There  are  5,850  feet  of  leading  hose  in  the  department,  3,500 
feet  of  which  is  good  and  2,350  feet  not  reliable. 

A  Hose  Tower  has  been  built  on  the  Steamer  House,  as  voted 
by  the  Town,  at  an  expense  of  $299  80,  the  appropriation  being 
$300  for  tower  and  fire  alarm  bell. 

The  committee  have  not  yet  procured  the  fire  alarm  bell. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

That  the  pay  of  members  be  the  same  as  last  year,  and  the 
appropriation  of  the  following  sums  of  money : 

For  the  pay  of  members,  ......  $3,600  00 

Bricking  and  cementing  the  Clark  Market  reser¬ 
voir,  ........  300  00 

Repairs  of  reservoirs  and  Engine  Houses,  .  .  200  00 

Incidental  expenses,  ......  1,200  00 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ASAPH  WITHINGTON, 

M.  W.  EDWARDS, 

E.  B.  BLOOD, 

J.  B.  BANCROFT, 

O.  D.  HOLMES, 

JAMES  POWERS,  ' 

HENRY  C.  SKINNER, 

Board  of  Engineers^  M.  F.  D. 


Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Town  Library. 


To  the  Citizens  of  Milford : 

As  a  store-house  of  valuable  facts,  a  place  full  of  mental  treasures, 
our  town  library  is  well  patronized,  yet  more  would  resort  to  it  were 
it  not  necessary  to  ascend  a  flight  of  stairs,  and  behold  the  beautiful 
books  clothed  in  the  perhaps  necessary,  but  certainly  unattractive 
garb  of  brown  paper.  How  often  have  I  wished  to  strip  off  this 
uninviting  exterior  and  allow  them  to  speak,  even  from  the  shelves, 
in  tones  of  natural  beauty !  How  pleasantly  would  they  then 
address  us !  How  irresistibly  would  they  draw  us !  The  friend 
who  accompanied  us,  he,  too,  would  bear  away  a  book  that  had  won 
him.  Even  now  the  quest  is  rewarded,  for  an  accomplished  libra¬ 
rian  will  assist  us  to  pass  the  outer  gate  and  enter  the  inner  temple. 
Here  are  nearly  six  thousand  volumes,  selected  with  care  ;  here  are 
the  latest  and  best  cyclopaedias,  dictionaries  and  atlases ;  here  are 
some  new  and  most  highly  approved  medical  works ;  most  enter¬ 
taining  travels  and  biographies ;  the  latest  as  well  as  the  classic 
works  of  fiction.  Here  are  books  for  boys,  books  for  girls  and 
books  for  everybody — many  of  them  beautifully  and  profusely  illus¬ 
trated.  Here  are  books  which  need  but  to  be  opened  to  be  read, 
books  which  if  stripped  of  their  unsightly  coats  and  left  upon  our 
tables  we  could  not  refrain  from  opening  and  when  opened  could 
not  resist  reading.  And  who  search  between  the  covers  and  find 
the  treasures  within }  The  young — those  mainly  between  twelve 
and  thirty  years  of  age.  They  seem  to  be  the  real  explorers,  the 
chief  seekers  for  what  these  books  contain.  There  are  but  few  of 
the  middle  aged  and  old  that  use  the  library.  The  newspapers 
filled  with  daily  freshness  and  infinite  variety,  fill  their  desire  and 
please  by  their  brevity.  They  almost  enter  the  hand  and  ask  to  be 
read  ;  they  seem  to  come  to  us,  while  the  library  book  must  be  sought. 
But  how  delightful  is  the  solace  of  a  good  book  they  who  have 
enjoyed  can  fully  attest. 
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To  open  these  thousands  of  volumes  and  show  them  more  fully 
to  the  public,  a  new  catalogue  is  necessary.  It  should  be  at  least  a 
double  catalogue — of  author  and  of  title — better  a  triple  one,  giving 
in  addition  some  idea  of  the  subject  matter.  Such  a  catalogue 
could  be  easily  made.  The  main  work  has  been  already  done  by 
those  who  have  prepared  the  catalogues  of  larger  libraries.  The 
scissors  and  some  arranging  would  be  necessary.  The  chief  ex¬ 
pense  would  be  for  this  and  for  printing.  The  last  catalogue  was 
printed  years  ago.  The  library  contains  about  two  thousand  vol¬ 
umes  not  found  in  that  catalogue.  We  therefore  recommend  an 
additional  appropriation  for  preparing  and  printing  a  new  catalogue. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Trustees, 

S.  W.  HALE, 

Chairmaii. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 

2b  the  Trustees  of  Milford  Town  Library : 

I  present  herewith  my  seventh  and  the  twenty-second  annual 
report  of  the  Town  Library. 

The  library  year  commenced  Feb.  9th,  1880,  and  ended  Feb.  5th, 
1881,  and  the  library  was  open  305  days.  The  whole  number 
of  books  taken  out  was  31,985,  against  34,490  the  year  previous. 
This  decrease  in  circulation  is  about  the  same  as  is  reported  in  all 
public  libraries,  owing,  mainly,  to  the  less  leisure  time  given  our 
reading  classes  by  the  business  prosperity  of  the  town  and  country. 

The  largest  daily  circulation,  Feb.  21st,  1880,  .  .  365 

The  smallest  “  “  Oct.  22d,  1880,  .  .  15 

Number  of  cards  issued  to  new  applicants,  504 ;  making  the 
number  of  readers  registered,  2,889. 

Number  of  books  covered  during  the  year,  .  .  .  2,251 

Amount  collected  for  fines,  ......  $70.12 

“  '  catalogues,  .....  7.60 
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Number  of  readers  in  the  reading  room,  .  .  .  9,361 

Number  of  books  added  during  the  year,  297  ;  by  purchase,  253; 
by  donation,  34;  by  binding  magazines  from  reading  room,  10.  The 


hooks  donated  were  from 

U.  S.  Government,  through  our  Congressman,  .  .  16 

State  of  Massachusetts,  ......  5 

Lieut.  Wheeler,  U.  S.  War  Department,  ...  5 

Bureau  of  Education,  U.  S.  .....  .  2 

“  Agriculture,  U.  S.  .....  2 

Geo.  Draper,  Hopedale,  ......  2 

Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington,  D.  C.,  .  .  .  1 

Worcester  Institution  of  Savings,  ....  1 


I  give  below  a  list  showing  the  additions  and  classification  of 
circulation  for  the  past  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NATH’L  F.  BLAKE,  Librarian, 


Additions  and  Classification  of  Circulation  for  the  past  year. 


v 

*  grO 

s 

o 

Additions. 

Volumes 
in  Catalogue 
Feb.  1881. 

Volumes 
issued  1878. 

Volumes 
issued  1879. 

i 

Volumes  ^ 
issued  1880.  1 

1 

A. 

History,  . 

369 

28 

397 

945 

800 

758 

B. 

Biography, 

562 

33 

595 

916 

913 

931 

C. 

Politics,  etc. 

519 

20 

539 

88 

100 

90 

D. 

Travels,  . 

463 

24 

487 

1,765 

1,703 

1,495 

E. 

Science, 

634 

48 

682 

887 

801 

783 

F. 

Fiction, 

1,362 

60 

1,422 

20,117 

18,955 

17,644 

G. 

Miscellaneous,  . 

586 

35 

621 

1,357 

2,255 

2,022 

H. 

Religion,  . 

322 

12 

334 

235 

156 

116 

I. 

Poetry, 

270 

14 

284 

530 

537 

491 

j- 

Juvenile,  . 

498 

23 

521 

9,446 

8,270 

7,655 

Total, 

5,585 

Accessions  during  year. 

• 

297 

No.  vols.  as  pr  cataFg’e, 

• 

5,882 

Circulation, 

* 

• 

•  • 

36,306  ■ 

34,490 

31,985 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 

.Feb.  1881.  Dr. 

Balance  from  last  year’s  acct.,  .....  $205  57 

Received  Town  appropriation,  .....  1,000  00 

One-half  dog  tax,  .......  220  35 

Fines,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  70  12 

Catalogues,  .  .  .  .  .  .  ■  .  .  7  60 

Old  papers,  ........  6  61 


;^1,510  25 

1881.  Cr. 

Paid  N.  F.  Blake,  librarian,  ......  $300  00 

“  “  care  of  reading  room,  .  .  .  76  50 

B.  F.  Holbrook,  rent  of  library  rooms,  .  .  .  200  00 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  gas,  ......  132  65 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal,  .......  28  38 

Geo.  G  Parker,  insurance,  .....  51  25 

Printing,  ........  3  00 

Books,  .........  545  19 

Express,  ........  3  97 

Papers  and  magazines,  ......  69  68 

Directory,  ........  1  50 

Incidentals,  ........  9  42 

Binding  books,  .......  21  45 

Balance  in  treasury,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  67  26 


$1,510  25 


REPORT 

OK  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

AND 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

/ 


/ 

Town  of  Milford, 


FOR  THE 


SOXTOOXi  1880-81. 


Milford,  Mass, 

M.  A.  BLUNT,  PRINTER. 

1881. 


Board  of  School  Committee. 


GEO.  W.  JOHNSON,  .  .  .  .  Terra  expires,  1881. 

Z.  C.  FIELD, .  “  1881. 

GEO.  G.  PARKER,  ....  “  1882. 

CHAS.  J.  THOMPSON,  ...  “  1882. 

JOS.  F.  HICKEY,  ....  “  1883. 

Judge  CHAS.  A.  DEWEY,  whose  term  would  have  expired  1883, 
resigned  Feb.  7,  1881. 

1 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


JOHN  W.  ALLARD. 


Report  of  School  Committee. 


'I'he  School  Committee  submit  the  following  report : 

Eighteen  months  since,  Mr.  John  W.  Allard,  a  gentleman  of 
thorough  scholarship  and  unblemished  character,  devoted  from  his 
early  manhood  to  the  business  of  education,  for  many  years  a 
teacher  in  this  immediate  vicinity,  and  then  for  about  eight  years  a 
syccessful  superintendent  of  schools,  was  engaged  as  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  our  public  schools.  A  year  since,  we  declared  ourselves  in 
our  report,  satisfied  with  our  selection.  Mr.  Allard’s  undivided 
attention  to  his  duties,  his  knowledge  of  his  business,  his  faithful¬ 
ness  and  his  tact  have  all  confirmed  that  satisfaction.  The  schools 
have  become  better,  more  evenly  graded,  under  his  charge,  and 
are  doing  excellent  work.  Especially  have  the  primary  and  the 
lower  grades  of  the  grammar  schools  been  improved.  New  and 
more  natural  methods  of  teaching  the  little  children  numbers, 
reading,  writing  and  a  great  variety  of  facts  which  will  be  useful  to 
them  all  their  lives,  have  been  introduced  with  marked  success. 
The  children  are  interested,  even  eager  in  their  work.  They  will 
go  into  the  higher  grades  much  better  qualified  than  under  the  old 
system.  Indeed,  his  method  of  beginning  at  the  foundation  is  the 
right  one,  and  the  benefit  received  by  such  training  in  the  primary 
schools  will  be  felt  all  through  the  pupil’s  subsequent  school 
course.  We  are  glad  to  state  that  our  primary  teachers  generally 
have  both  the  ability  and  the  desire  to  carry  out  Mr.  Allard’s  ideas, 
which  are  indeed  the  ideas  of  the  best  educators  of  the  present 
day.  We  regret  that  very  many  of  the  parents  and  citizens  of  the 
town,  who  wish  our  schools  to  be  efficient,  do  not  yet  understand, 
through  personal  visitation,  the  great  advance  that  is  being  made 
in  our  schools.  A  thorough  understanding  of  the  work  to  be  done 
in  our  schools,  and  of  the  fact  that  a  Committee  cannot  do  it, 
is  a  sufficient  argument  in  favor  of  the  employment  of  a  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

At  the  close  of  the  Spring  term  of  the  High  School  last  June, 
Mr.  Hale,  who  had  taught  for  ten  years,  retired  from  the  position 
of  principal.  From  a  large  number  of  applications,  many  of  them 
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with  high  recommendations,  the  Committee  selected  Mr.  H.  W. 
Lull,  for  some  years  assistant  teacher  in  the  large  High  School  of 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  as  principal  of  our  High  School.  One  of  the 
best  of  his  high  recommendations  was  the  anxiety  of  the  Man¬ 
chester  Committee  to  retain  him.  It  was  decided  to  make  the 
school  still  more  efficient  by  placing  in  it  a  college  graduate  as 
first  assistant.  Mr.  F.  B.  Sherburne,  a  gentleman  of  finished  schol¬ 
arship,  and  of  experience  as  teacher  of  a  high  school,  waS  secured 
for  this  position.  Misses  Anna  M.  Bancroft  and  M.  A.  Parkhurst 
were  unanimously  re-elected  assistants.  The  ability,  experience, 
faithfulness  and  tact  of  these  teachers  arouse  the  interest  and 
ambition  of  the  pupils,  and  secure  good  work. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  High  School  house  is  not  larger 
and  more  commodious,  but  perhaps  the  time  for  a  change  has  not 
yet  come. 

We  regret  that  we  have  to  report  the  resignation  of  Judge  Chas. 
A.  Dewey,  who  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  and  served  as 
chairman  for  several  years.  His  scholarship  and  his  interest  in 
the  schools,  his  wise  impartiality,  his  good  counsel  in  difficult 
cases,  which  often  come  before  a  committee,  made  him  a  val¬ 
uable  member  of  the  Board.  His  genial  character  and  his  many 
good  qualities  made  him  a  very  agreeable  colleague. 

The  appropriations  made  for  the  support  of  our  schools  for  the 
past  year  were  as  follows  : 


For  Salaries  of  teachers, 

$16,500  00 

■  Salary  of  Superintendent, 

.  1,500  00 

Evening  schools,  .... 

.  700  00 

Care  of  school-houses,  . 

.  1,000  00 

Fuel,  ...... 

.  1,000  00 

Repairs,  ..... 

.  1,000  00 

Incidentals,  ..... 

.  800  00 

$22,500  00 

Revenue  from  dog  tax  (one  half). 

.  $214  04 

School  fund,  . 

.  803  11 

517  15 

Total,  ...... 

$23,017  15 

The  expenses  of  the  year  have  been : 

Salaries  of  teachers,  .... 

$16,400  87 

Salary  of  Superintendent, 

.  1,350  00 

Evening  school,  ..... 

188  00 

Care  of  school-houses,  .... 

.  1,028  00 

Fuel,  ..........  $1,112  14 

Repairs,  .........  717  20 

Incidentals,  .........  827  15 


Total, . $21,623  36 

Appropriation  by  the  Town,  Mar.,  1880,  $22,500  00 
Within  the  amount  of  appropriations,  .  876  64 


FOR  TEACHING, 

Paid  S.  W.  Hale, . $562  50 

Lillie  B.  Godfrey,  .......  168  75 

Mary  A.  Parkhurst,  ......  493  75 

Anna  M.  Bancroft,  .  .  .  .  .  ,  512  50 

H.  W.  Lull, . 975  00 

F.  B.  Sherburne,  .......  455  00 

Jennie  A.  Whiting,  ......  610  00 

Mary  J.  Kelley,  .  .  .  *  .  .  .  351  50 

Jennie  M.  Russell,  ......  314  50 

Mallie  F.  Gleason,  ......  314  50 

Helen  S.  Fames,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  556  67 

Alice  B.  Chapin,  .  .  .  .  .  '  .  .  356  50 

Mary  F.  Devine,  .......  307  70 

Ellen  A.  Moriarty,  ......  314  50 

Edward  Day,  .  .  .  .  .•  .  .  610  00 

Carra  V.  Saddler,  ......  351  50 

Lilia  A.  Cook, . 310  25 

Mary  F.  Aylward,  ......  314  50 

Carrie  L.  Harris,  .  '  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  407  00 

Minnie  L.  Mann,  .  .  '  .  .  .  .  .  407  00 

Kate  K.  Martin,  .......  401  50 

Eva  W.  Cook, . 314  50 

Ada  A.  Skinner,  .......  314  50 

Faustina  M.  Knight,  ......  314  50 

Kate  Chapin,  .......  289  00 

Anna  E.  Sheldon,  ......  241  40 

S.  Eldora  Sheldon,  ......  314  50 

Emily  T.  Hart,  .......  314  50 

Maggie  F.  Madden,  ......  314  50 

Susan  R.  Inman,  .'  .  .  .  .  .  .  314  50 

Anna  L.  Bell,  .......  314  50 

Julia  E.  Barry,  ........  314  50 

Mary  E.  Cochran,  ......  314  50 
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Paid  Sarah  F.  Burns,  ..... 

.  $314  50 

Mary  J.  Kelley,  2d,  .... 

314  50 

Delia  C.  Gleason,  .... 

337  25 

Augusta  A.  Cay,  ..... 

314  50 

Jenny  L.  Goodrich,  .... 

314  50 

Amanda  C.  Scammell,  .... 

314  50 

Kate  McNamara,  ..... 

314  50 

Susan  R.  Broderick,  .... 

314  50 

Hannah  M.  Broderick,  .... 

314  50 

Eva  E.  Aldrich,  ..... 

407  00 

Kate  A.  Wallace,  ..... 

314  50 

Mary  Fisher,  ..... 

32  50 

$16,400  87 

Unexpended,  ...... 

99  13 

$16,500  00 

Appropriation,  ..... 

.  $16,500 

FOR  CARE  OF  SCHOOL-HOUSES, 


Wm.  Kelly,  .' . 

$135 

50 

John  Burke,  .  .  .  .  .  ... 

166 

50 

P.  Donahoe,  ....... 

54 

00 

F.  A.  Morrill, 

176 

00 

Mrs.  Milan,  ....... 

55 

50 

John  Brennan,  ...... 

Mary  J.  Kelley,  ...... 

55 

50 

5 

00 

W.  Stimpson,  ...... 

24 

00 

Eva  W.  Cook,  ...... 

6 

00 

Kate  Wallace,  ...... 

18 

50 

E.  T.  Hart,  ....... 

6 

00 

S.  R.  Broderick,  ...... 

18 

50 

Eva  E.  Aldrich,  ...... 

19 

00 

Carrie  L.  Harris,  ...... 

18 

50 

Augusta  A.  Cay,  ...... 

18 

50 

Hannah  M.  Broderick,  .... 

18 

50 

A.  C.  Scammell,  ...... 

18 

50 

S.  W.  Hale, . 

37 

50 

John  Gaffeny,  ...... 

112 

50 

Kate  McNamara,  ...... 

12 

50 

Minnie  L.  Mann,  ...... 

12 

50 

Delia  C.  Gleason,  ..... 

12 

50 
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Paid  Jennie  L.  Goodrich, 
E.  Gerry, 


Appropriation,  . 
Overdrawn, 


$12  50 
3  00 


$1,028  00 

$1,000  00 

28  00 


FOR  EVENING  SCHOOL 


Paid  Chas.  J.  Thompson,  on  Winter  term  of  1879-80,  .  $108  00 

'  “  «  u  1880-81,  .  41  67 

B.  H.  Montague,  janitor,  .....  12  25 

F.  B.  Sherburne,  .......  26  00 

J.  W.  Allard,  sundries,  .....  8  08 

B.  M.  Montague,  janitor,  etc.,  ....  6  00 


Appropriated,  . 

Within  the  appropriation. 


$202  00 

.  $700  00 
.  488  00 


SUPERINTENDENT. 

Paid  John  W.  Allard,  .... 

Appropriation,  .... 
Unexpended,  .... 


.  $1,350  00 

$1,500  00 
150  00 


FOR  REPAIRS. 

Paid  Jas.  Bergin,  shingling  school  houses,  etc.. 

Walnut  Shade  Tree  Ass’n,  trees  at  Park  school, 
T.  E.  Morse, ....... 

John  Taft,  plastering,  ..... 

Galen  Davis  &  Co.,  ..... 

L.  L.  Wheelock,  mason  work, 

S.  W.  Pierce,  “  “  .  .  .  . 

Field  &  Crosby,  lumber  and  shingles,  . 

Geo.  H.  Kendall, . 

Eldridge  &  Beatty,  blackboarding,  painting,  etc., 


$65  57 

13  67 
75  94 

14  00 
3  08 
9  56 

10  25 
136  08 
1  37 
301  50 
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Paid  D.  B.  Jenks,  supplies,  ......  $10  42 

Chapman  &  Winn,  laying  shingles,  etc.,  .  .  69  11 

Richard  Carroll,  cutting  steps  at  High  school,  .  2  00 

John  Gaffeny,' sundries,  .....  4  65 


$717  20 

Unexpended,  .......  282  80 


$1,000  00 

Appropriation  for  repairs,  .  .  .  $1,000  00 


FOR  FUEL 

Paid  Field  &  Crosby,  .......  $158  80 

Barney  &  Son,  .......  98  34 

L.  A.  Cook,  ........  855  00 


Expended,  ........  $1,112  14 

Appropriation,  ........  1,000  00 


Excess  over  appropriation,  ....  $112  14 


FOR  INCIDENTALS. 

Paid  Thomas  Quirk,  use  of  well,  .  .  .  .  .  $5  00 

Baker,  Pratt  &  Co.,  globe,  etc.,  .  .  .  .  42  00 

T.  Donahue,  truant  officer,  .....  30  00 

John  Madden,  use  of  well,  .  .  .  . '  .  5  00 

Thos.  Fitz  Maurice,  use  of  well,  ....  2  00 

David  Ahern,  use  of  well,  .....  5  00 

Geo.  G.  Parker,  rent,  .  .  .  .  .  .  60  00 

Chas.  J.  Thompson,  Sec.,  two  years,  .  .  .  65  00 

John  Gleason,  use  of  well,  .....  3  00 

A.  S.  Tuttle,  sundries,  .  .  .*  .  .  .  14  41 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing,  ......  43  00 

N.  B.  Johnson,  book,  ......  2  00 

J.  W.  Harris, .  55  41 

A.  E.  Barker,  cleaning  privies,  .  .  .  .  24  00 

J.  W.  Allard,  supplies,  books,  paper,  etc.,  .  .  259  54 

Frank  Morrill,  cleaning,  .  .  .  .  .  •  4  25 

Mary  McCarty,  “  .....  6  59 

Wm.  Kelly,  “  .....  5  50 
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Paid  A.  Trochsler,  diplomas, 

$30  00 

John  E.  Burke,  cleaning. 

8  50 

John  Gaffeny,  “ 

13  75 

R.  C.  Eldridge,  repairing  clocks,  . 

7  00 

Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  . 

.  .  21  33 

H.  E.  Morgan,  chemicals. 

3  10 

Timothy  Wallace,  use  of  well. 

5  00 

D.  B.  Jenks,  ..... 

32  48 

J.  H.  Putnam,  furnace  regulator,  . 

15  00 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  sundries, 

19  49 

Geo.  0.  Hatch,  use  of  well,  . 

5  00 

0.  B.  Parkhurst,  .... 

5  00 

William  Kelley,  .... 

18  00 

,  Geo.  W.  Stacey,  papers,  etc.. 

9  80 

E.  Whitney,  2d,  filling  out  diplomas, 

2  00 

$827  15 

Appropriation,  .... 

• 

.  $800  00 

Excess  over  appropriation. 

• 

27  15 

We  recommend  the  following  appropriations: 

For  Salaries  of  teachers. 

.  $16,000  00 

Salary  of  Superintendent, 

.  1,500  00 

Care  of  school  houses,  . 

.  1,000  00 

Fuel,  ...... 

.  1,100  00 

Repairs,  ..... 

.  1,000  00 

Evening  school,  .... 

500  00 

Incidentals,  ..... 

800  00 

Repairs  to  High  school  house, 

• 

400  00 

$22,300  00 

If,  in  any  instance,  the  figures  in  the  above  tables  do  not  agree 
with  those  of  the  Selectmen,  it  will  be  due  to  the  fact  that  an  order 
or  orders  given  by  the  School  Committee  ma}’-  not  yet  have  reached 
the  Selectmen. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  together  with  the  following 
report  of  the  Superintendent,  for  which  we  ask  a  careful  perusal. 


GEORGE  W.  JOHNSON,  Chairman, 
ZIBEON  C.  FIELD, 

GEO.  G.  PARKER, 

JOS.  F.  HICKEY, 

CHAS.  J.  THOMPSON,  Secretary, 
School  Committee  of  Milford, 
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Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 


Gentlemen  of  the  School  Committee  : 

In  compliance  with  your  regulations,  I  respectfully  submit  my 
second  annual  report,  which  is  also  the  fourth  of  the  consecutive 
series  of  annual  reports  made  by  the  Superintendents  of  the 
schools  of  Milford. 

Our  schools  have  completed  the  work  of  another  year.  It  is 
my  present  duty  to  record  the  results  ;  and  it  is  with  a  fair  degree 
of  honorable  pride  and  satisfaction  that  I  now  read  to  you  this 
record  of  the  last  year’s  work.  These  feelings  arise  not  from  any 
idea  that  our  system  of  instruction  has  reached  the  summit  of  per¬ 
fection,  nor  from  any  delusive  thought  that  there  is  not  now  exist¬ 
ing  a  wide  interval  between  the  actual  and  the  attainable  in  school 
management,  but  because  it  can  be  truly  said  that  our  schools  have 
made  marked  and  substantial  progress  in  the  year  now  closing. 

The  appended  tables  and  statistics,  and  the  history  of  the 
work  of  the  schools,  will  verify  this  statement.  Our  record  of 
figures  and  facts  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  any  previous 
year,  and  likewise  with  similar  data  from  other  towns  in  New  Eng¬ 
land.  Such  records  and  such  comparisons  are  often  destructive  to 
local  pride  and  prejudice  ;  yet,  by  their  study,  we  regret  and 
abandon  the  errors  and  shortcomings  of  the  past,  and  are  aroused 
to  wiser  and  more  persistent  efforts  in  the  future. 

While  it  is  true  that  a  general  public  sentiment  favors  a  liberal 
and  just  policy  toward  the  schools,  yet  a  very  small  number  of  our 
people  have  a  clear  conception  of  the  magnitude  of  their  work,  or 
an  adequate  appreciation  of  their  necessities.  If  the  patrons  of 
the  schools  shall  become  more  deeply  impressed  with  their  power 
and  needs,  and  so  thoroughly  informed  about  their  present  condi¬ 
tion  as  to  act  intelligently  in  all  matters  connected  with  our  school 
system,  one  object  sought  in  this  report  will  have  been  reached. 

ENROLLMENT. 

The  whole  number  of  names  registered  in  the  day  schools 
during  the  past  year  has  been  2,648. 
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The  transfers  of  children  from  one  school  to  another,  caused  by 
a  change  of  residence,  the  promotions  made  at  unusual  times,  and 
other  cases  of  double  enrollment,  have  been  deducted,  and  the 
2,301  names  which  remain,  represent  the  whole  number  of  different 
pupils  that  have  received  some  instruction  in  the  schools.  This 
number  is  only  72  less  than  last  year’s. 

It  was  supposed  that  the  withdrawal  of  nearly  200  children 
from  the  public  schools  to  the  church  schools,  would  lessen  the 
aggregate  attendance  by  that  number.  But  the  rigid  enforcement  of 
the  law  concerning  school  attendance  by  the  State  police,  and  the 
accession  to  the  public  schools  since  September,  of  a  large  number 
of  children  from  the  private  schools,  have  given  us  an  enrollment 
nearly  equal  to  last  year’s  ;  and  the  whole  number  registered  in  the 
Fall  and  Winter  terms  has  been  only  127  less. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  average  number  belonging  and  the  average  daily  attend¬ 
ance,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  have  been  lessened.  But  the 
per  cent,  of  attendance  and  the  average  attendance  for  each  term, 
in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  registered  for  any  term,  are 
better  than  in  1879-80. 

Full  statistics  are  appended  to  this  report.  The  higher  per¬ 
centage  of  attendance  is  due  to  the  co-operation  of  parents,  teachers 
and  Superintendent,  in  earnest  efforts  to  stop  the  waste  of  time, 
strength  and  money,  which  the  great  irregularity  of  attendance  upon 
the  public  schools  has  hitherto  caused. 

Occasional  absences  or  occasional  cases  of  lateness  are  often 
regarded  as  of  small  importance.  But  in  the  graded  school,  where 
the  teacher  is  expected  to  instruct  and  to  keep  together  on  a  com¬ 
mon  line  of  study,  her  entire  class  of  40  or  60  pupils,  the  absence 
for  a  single  day,  now  of  this  pupil,  now  of  that,  is  a  hindrance  to 
the  absentee  and  to  the  class. 

The  effect  of  such  an  absence  is  not  measured  always  by  the 
loss  in  instruction  and  in  discipline.  When  school  work  and 
school  duties  are  made  secondary,  satisfactory  progress  is  at  an 
end.  The  pupil  should  be  taught  to  discharge  his  school  duties  with 
as  much  regularity  and  devotion  as  his  parent  shows  in  his  best 
efforts  to  gain  a  livelihood  or  win  success  in  business  or  profes¬ 
sional  life. 

The  actual  attendance  in  a  few  schools  has  not  been  satisfac¬ 
tory.  This  is  owing  to  local  causes,  and  partly  to  a  want  of  power 
and  interest  in  the  teacher.  The  punctuality  of  a  school  is  due  to 
the  combined  influence  of  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons.  As  a  rule, 
it  is  the  surest  index  of  their  harmonious  co-operation  and  of  the 
interest  and  pride  that  pupils  and  teachers  take  in  their  work. 
Cases  of  absence  and  lateness  must  occur,  but  it  is  largely  in  the 
power  of  the  teacher  to  keep  the  tardy  marks  within  small  limits. 


But  how  is  it  with  the  teacher  who  violates,  for  pleasure  or  con¬ 
venience,  your  rule  which  requires  prompt  attendance  at  school  ? 
Can  she  enforce  upon  her  pupils  the  punctuality  which  she  does 
not  daily  illustrate?  I  report  with  great  pleasure  that  only  a  very 
few  of  your  teachers — the  digits  of  one  hand  will  more  than  num¬ 
ber  them — have  yet  to  learn  that  even  in  this  matter  of  lateness 
and  absence,  “  example  is  better  than  precept.”  1’he  aggregate 
number  of  marks  for  lateness  is  several  hundred  less  than  last  year. 

TRUANCY. 

The  number  of  habitual  truants  is  much  smaller  than  last  year. 
Occasional  truancies  are  less  frequent.  For  this  desired  result,  a 
large  share  of  credit  is  due  to  the  efficient  truant  officer  of  the  last 
two  years.  But  even  now  the  days  of  “  splendid  coasting  ”  and 
skating,  the  warm  days  of  the  early  Spring,  and  numerous  street 
parades,  allure  too  many  pupils  from  school.  Many  children  are 
dismissed  by  their  teachers  for  certain  parts  of  each  school  session 
to  assist  their  parents.  This  practice  is  not  the  most  advantageous 
to  the  pupils,  since  many  important  lessons  are  missed,  and  much 
valuable  information  is  imparted  during  their  absence.  But  good 
reasons  often  exist,  teachers  should  remember,  which  compel  the 
parent  to  withdraw  the  child  from  school.  The  choice  is  between 
the  partial  attendance  now  daily  given,  and  non-attendance  for  a 
term.  This  practice  demands  the  pupil’s  close  attention  to  study 
when  in  school,  and  prompt  obedience,  otherwise  the  parent  should 
be  notified  that  the  permit  for  daily  dismissal  will  be  revoked. 

SCHOOL  CENSUS. 

The  law  requires  the  School  Committee  to  take  annually,  in  the 
month  of  May,  the  names  and  ages  of  all  persons  between  the  ages 
of  5  and  15  years,  belonging  in  Milford  on  said  first  of  May.  At 
the  request  of  your  Board,  the  school  census  was  taken  by  the 
x\ssessors,  and  recorded  in  a  book  prepared  for  the  purpose.  The 
number  of  names  recorded  is  1,874.  The  Assessors  returned  2,032 
children  in  the  year  1879,  and  2,138  in  1878.  The  number  of 
children  is  probably  smaller  than  in  1878 ;  but  there  has  been  no 
such  falling  off  as  these  figures  indicate.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Assessor,  your  Secretary  and  your  Superintendent,  the  number  of 
school  children  equals  2,000. 

False  returns  are  made  to  the  Assessors,  who  have  learned  to 
look  with  suspicion  upon  numerous  small  boys  and  girls  who  are 
“just  14,”  or  “going  on  15.”  Parents  seek  work  for  their  children 
in  the  shops.  Their  ticket  of  admission  is  the  certificate  of  age 
and  school  attendance  which  the  law  for  compulsory  school  attend¬ 
ance  prescribes.  The  motive  for  deception  is  obvious.  Shiftless 
and  unprincipled  parents  often  deceive  the  Assessors  and  the 


school  authorities  about  their  children’s  ages.  At  the  present 
apparent  rate  of  decrease,  there  will  in  a  few  years  be  no  children 
in  Milford  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years !  If  the  children 
were  born  here,  the  date  of  birth  is  recorded  in  the  Town  Clerk’s 
books,  or  in  the  parish  register.  The  school  registers  have  con¬ 
tained  the  ages  in  years  only.  When  the  age  can  not  be  deter¬ 
mined,  the  applicant  for  a  “certificate  to  work,”  should  bring  a 
line  from  the  Town  Clerk,  stating  the  date  of  birth.  No  fee  should 
be  exacted  from  the  child  for  this.  If  it  is  not  the  duty  of  this 
official  to  give  such  information,  as  I  suppose  it  is  not,  the  Board 
should  incur  the  expense.  It  should  be  stated  that  many  of  those 
persons,  who  seek  to  deceive  in  this  matter,  have  children  who 
were  not  born  in  Milford,  and  who  have  not  been  long  in  attend¬ 
ance  upon  the  public  schools. 

COMPULSORY  ATTENDANCE. 

The  State  police  are  vigorously  enforcing  the  laws  of  1876  and 
1878  concerning  the  employment  of  children  in  industrial  establish¬ 
ments.  These  laws  forbid  the  employment  of  children  under  the 
age  of  ten  years.  Children  from  ten  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  who 
are  unable  to  read  and  write,  cannot  be  legally  employed  during 
the  term  time  of  the  schools ;  but  if  able  to  read  and  write,  they 

may  be  thus  employed,  provided  they  attend  school  for  twenty 

weeks  of  each  year. 

The  following  form  of  certificate,  approved  by  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  State,  is  issued  from  this  office  : 

Milford^  Mass., . i88i. 

This  Certifies  that . 

horn  in . is . years . months  old, 

and  has  attended  school  in . weeks, 

during  the  year  next  preceding  this  date,  and  has  attended  school  twenty 

weeks  since . i8 

. Teacher. 

Approved, . Supt.  of  Schools. 

Duly  authorized  by  the  School  Committee. 

These  certificates  are  required  to  be  kept  on  file  in  the  office 
of  every  establishment  where  children  from  10  to  16  years  of  age 
are  employed. 

The  only  essential  items  on  the  certificates  of  employees  from 
14  to  16  years  of  age  are  the  age  and  place  of  birth.  The  prepar¬ 
ation  of  these  certificates  by  your  Superintendent  has  taken  much 
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time.  Sometimes  eight  or  ten  applicants  will  come  in  an  evening, 
as  every  change  of  place  of  employment  requires  a  new  certificate. 
The  school  registers  and  the  school  census  must  be  consulted ;  the 
record  of  births  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  office  must  be  examined,  and 
personal  interviews  with  parents,  teachers  and  employers  are  often 
necessary. 

The  employers  and  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the  children 
are  liable  to  considerable  penalties  for  violating  the  provisions  of 
the  statute. 

But  the  owners  and  agents  of  our  industrial  and  mercantile 
establishments  have  complied  promptly  with  the  requirements  of 
the  law.  The  weak  point  is,  that  many  boys  under  fifteen  years  of 
age,  receive  from  their  parents  a  “  roving  commission  ”  to  seek 
work  or  attend  school,  and  are  found  neither  at  labor  nor  at  school. 
For  this,  no  remedy  exists  unless  parents  and  employers  combine 
beyond  the  terms  of  the  law. 

The  present  law  bears  heavily  in  one  direction.  Families  with 
children  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  are  constantly  arriving  from 
other  States  and  across  the  ocean.  In  such  cases,  the  children 
often  have  no  certificates  of  school  attendance,  and  can  obtain  none. 
The  parents,  destitute  of  means,  at  first  find  no  employment,  while 
the  services  of  the  children,  which  would  “keep  the  wolf  from  the 
door  ”  of  the  household  and  prevent  the  parent  from  becoming  a 
pauper,  are  in  constant  demand.  But  the  existing  law  does  not 
permit  the  employment  of  a  child  under  fourteen  years,  for  a  single 
day,  unless  it  has  attended  school  the  one  hundred  days.  Thrift 
and  humanity  would  seem  to  demand  some  amendment  of  the  law, 
in  order  to  allow  the  school  or  State  authorities  to  grant  permits,  in 
such  extreme  cases,  to  labor  for  a  while,  the  time  thus  conceded  to 
be  added  to  the  school  attendance  demanded  in  the  ensuing  term 
or  year. 


SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

Sixteen  wood  and  four  brick  school  houses,  with  their  out¬ 
buildings  and  inclosures,  will  call  annually  for  a  large  sum  of 
money  to  keep  them  suitable  for  school  purposes  and  in  economical 
repair.  To  determine  when  and  where  to  make  many  of  the  minor 
school  repairs  and  improvements,  must  require  a  minute  knowledge 
of  the  wants  and  conditions  of  the  schools.  Space  would  fail  to 
record  the  many  small,  yet  important  repairs  on  school  property. 
Most  of  the  work,  in  the  past  year,  has  been  done  on  the  High 
School,  Plains,  Park,  Claflin,  South  Grammar,  City,  Fountain 
and  Braggville  houses.  Many  of  the  rooms  have  been  carefully 
cleansed,  their  walls  tinted,  and  the  blackboards  thoroughly  re¬ 
paired. 

During  the  coming  year  some  of  the  houses  should  be  newly 
shingled,  many  fences  re-built,  and  steps,  stairs  and  fioors  relaid. 
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The  buildings  which  will  demand  the  most  repairs  are  the  North 
Grammar,  Bear  Hill,  Claflin,  Old  Town  House,  Silver  Hill,  North 
Purchase,  South  Milford  and  the  High  School.  If  Hopedale  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow,  and  the  schools  there  to  increase  in  numbers,  pro¬ 
vision  will  have  to  be  made  for  a  third  room.  In  the  Old  Town 
House  are  found  two  of  our  most  important  schools.  The 
health  and  comfort  of  teachers  and  pupils  call  for  very  extensive 
repairs  on  this  building.  The  High  School  building  shows  plainly 
the  need  of  such  renovation  and  repair  as  will  involve  a  consider¬ 
able  expenditure. 

These  particulars  are  enough  to  show  any  intelligent  taxpayer 
that  it  must  be  a  constant  study  of  the  Committee  how  to  place  the 
comparatively  small  amount  of  money  appropriated  to  school  re¬ 
pairs  “  where  it  will  do  the  most  good.” 

SCHOOL  CLASSIFICATION. 

One  High  School,  six  Grammar  schools  with  their  seventeefi  dif¬ 
ferent  rooms,  eight  Mixed  or  District  schools  and  thirteen  Primary 
schools,  have  been  taught  during  the  year  by  forty-two  teachers. 

Four  years  is  the  time  assigned  for  completing  the  work  in  the 
Primary,  Grammar  and  High  Schools.  A  few  pupils  spend  only 
three  years  in  the  Primary  schools ;  but  the  great  majority, 
seven-eighths  of  the  whole  number^  take  the  four  years.  Pupils  slow 
to  learn,  delicate  in  health  or  irregular  in  attendance,  may  require 
more  time.  The  Primary  schools  comprise  two  distinct  departments 
under  two  teachers.  The  Claflin  primaries  are  in  three  rooms, 
under  three  teachers.  Some  surprisingly  incorrect  statements  have 
been  made  about  the  grading  and  work  of  these  schools,  doubtless 
through  misconception  and  not  from  any  purpose  to  be  unjust. 

The  middle  room  in  the  Claflin  building,  I  am  informed,  was 
changed  into  a  separate  school  about  two  years  ago.  It  was  thought, 
perhaps  unwisely,  that  100  or  125  pupils  were  too  many  for  one 
teacher  with  one  assistant.  The  children  in  the  three  Claflin  rooms 
have  gone  over  the  same  ground  in  their  studies,  as  those  in  the 
two  rooms  at  the  “  Sand  Bank,”  or  “Town  House,”  and  have  takefi 
no  more  time. 

So  far  from  the  children  in  the  Claflin  school  being  longer  in  the 
Primary  grades  than  those  in  the  other  Primaries,  or  taking  a  year 
more  to  complete  the  Grammar  school  course,  the  reverse  is  true. 
The  pupils  in  the  Claflin  upper  Primary  average  you7iger  by  several 
months,  than  those  in  the  corresponding  grade  at  the  Town  House, 
Plains  or  Sand  Bank.  The  fourth  grammar  class  also  averages 
younger  than  the  same  grade  at  the  Plains,  Park  or  South  Grammar. 
Now  these  are  the  only  two  grades  that  could  be  affected  by  the 
change  made  some  two  years  ago  in  the  Claflin  school. 

The  new  parochial  school  withdrew  about  200  pupils  from  the 
public  schools  last  September.  The  Plains,  Old  Town  House  and 
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Claflin  classes  were  most  affected.  It  did  not  seem  judicious  to 
dispense  with  any  of  the  schools  during  the  Fall  term.  But  it 
seemed  probable  that  a  Grammar  or  a  Primary  room  could  be  closed 
at  the  Claflin  in  the  Winter.  At  the  opening  of  the  Winter  term 
many  of  the  smaller  children  did  not  attend ;  this  reduced  one 
school  in  the  Claflin  building  to  about  35  pupils  and  another  to 
about  20. 

Hence  one  room  was  closed  and  the  children  were  transferred  to 
other  rooms.  By  this  arrangement  the  children  are  as  well  cared 
for  as  before,  and  a  considerable  saving  has  been  made  in  the 
expenses.  In  April,  large  numbers  of  small  children  enter  the 
schools  for  the  first  time.  It  is  expected  that  the  room  will  be  then 
re-opened  by  its  former  teacher ;  this  assurance  was  given  when 
the  school  was  closed. 

Whenever  an  overcrowded  school  demands  an  added  room  and 
another  teacher,  I  shall  urge  the  matter  upon  your  Board.  When¬ 
ever  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  Town  can  be  subserved,  and  the 
best  interests  of  the  schools  will  not  suffer,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to 
advise  the  consolidation  of  small  schools. 

After  the  current  year,  the  Grammar  school  pupil  of  average 
ability  and  regular  attendance,  can  reach  the  High  school  easily  in 
four  years.  A  considerable  number  of  scholars  now  in  the  first 
classes  of  the  Grammar  schools,  entered  the  lowest,  or  fourth  class 
when  the  standard  of  admission  was  very  low,  and  from  six  to  eight 
years  were  taken  to  complete  the  course.  It  should  not  be  expect¬ 
ed  that  all  will  pass  through  the  grammar  grades  in  the  same  time. 

SCHOOLS. 

During  the  past  year  much  good  work  has  been  done  in  all  the 
grades  ;  but  the  same  measure  of  success  has  not  been  obtained  in 
all.  “  The  teacher  or  the  pupil  who  seeks  little,  finds  it  and  is 
satisfied ;  but  he  who  seeks  more  does'  not  find  all  he  seeks,  and 
he  is  therefore  dissatisfied ;  for  it  is  the  inseparable  characteristic 
of  all  good  work  that  it  does  not  satisfy  the  worker.” 

I  am  not  aware  that  in  any  particular  the  schools  hold  a  lower 
rank  than  last  year.  In  several  important  respects  decided  im¬ 
provement  has  been  made.  The  attendance  is  better ;  the  general 
tone  and  spirit  of  the  schools  has  been  raised ;  more  natural  and 
attractive  methods  of  management  and  instruction  have  come  into 
general  use ;  the  relations  between  teachers  and  scholars,  as  a  rule, 
have  become  closer  and  more  sympathetic. 

As  a  consequence  of  all  these,  the  order  or  discipline  of  the 
great  body  of  the  schools,  though  shorn  of  some  of  its  terrors,  is 
more  efficient  than  before.  The  suspicion  that  in  the  past  there 
has  been  too  much  corporal  punishment,  especially  in  the  Primary 
grades,  has  ripened  into  conviction.  Many  of  our  teachers  had 
anticipated  the  public  in  this  conclusion. 
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PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  past  ten  years  have  been  most  prolific  in  the  evolution  and 
discussion  of  theories  upon  the  management  and  instruction  of 
Primary  schools.  The  child  has  explored  many  a  field  of  knowl¬ 
edge  before  it  enters  school.  He  is  able  and  eager  to  learn.  But 
over  the  door  of  many  a  school-room  might  have  been  written  in 
iron  letters,  “  They  who  enter  here  must  leave  all  curiosity  and 
questionings  behind.”  Now,  in  the  great  world  of  matter,  the  child 
has  been  a  constant  worker  and  thinker.  Its  discriminating  and 
even  reasoning  powers  have  been  exercised. 

If  in  the  school-room  the  confidence  and  interest  of  the  pupil  are 
first  gained,  we  can  build  upon  what  the  child  knows  and  use  the 
vocabulary  that  the  child  comprehends,  and  thus  firmly  hold  it  by 
the  triple  tie  of  affection,  interest  and  knowledge.  Then  slowly 
and  gently  leading  the  little  ones  from  things  to  ideas,  from  ideas 
to  words  as  the  symbols  of  thought,  from  what  it  now  knows  to 
what  it  should  learn,  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  will  soon  be¬ 
come  a  rapid,  pleasing  work,  and  not  an  endless,  irksome  task. 

In  a  recent  article  on  the  “  Milford  Schools,”  in  our  able  local 
paper,  this  was  stated  :  “  Most  of  the  Primary  schools  seem  to  have 
gained  a  new  spirit  and  impetus,  since  I  visited  them  last,  from 
the  system  of  object  teaching  and  slate  exercises  urged  by  the 
Superintendent.  The  main  difference  which  can  be  noticed  is  the 
larger  interest  of  the  children^  the  reading  with  expression  aiid  compre¬ 
hension  of  the  mea7iing^  and  the  good  percentage  of  atteiidance.  It  is  a 
great  thing  gained  when  the  little  ones  are  so  interested  that  school 
is  a  pleasure  instead  of  a  dread  to  themP 

I  think  that  the  accomplished  writer  also  noticed  the  great  im¬ 
provement  in  the  writing  of  the  children — formerly,  in  many  of  the 
classes,  it  was  unknown — and  their  power  of  expressing  thought  in 
original  oral  or  written  sentences.  If  the  teachers  and  Superin¬ 
tendent  have  accomplished  the  work  outlined  above,  progress  has 
certainly  been  made. 

Your  teachers  have  most  willingly  seconded  all  my  plans  and 
efforts.  In  many  cases  they  have  improved  upon  them.  After 
mapping  out  our  plans  and  line  of  work,  at  the  teachers’  meetings, 
the  7vork  was  done.  Then,  after  a  few  weeks,  the  teachers  have 
visited  the  schools  of  each  other  and  the  best  schools  in  the  State. 
They  have  sometimes  thought  that  theirs  did  not  always  suffer  in 
the  comparison.  But  they  have  returned  to  their  work  refreshed, 
with  new  thoughts  and  redoubled  energy.  And  here  it  should  be 
said  that  these  visits  have  been  expensive  to  many  of  the  teachers. 
It  should  also  be  stated  that  our  numerous  teachers’  meetings  are 
held  mainly  out  of  school  hours. 

Formerly  the  schools  were  dismissed  for  the  entire  session. 
Hence,  even  with  the  time  taken  in  visiting  schools  at  home  and 
abroad,  the  schools  have  been  taught  more  hours  than  in  some 
previous  years. 
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The  Primary  schools  are  managed  under  the  system  which  was 
recommended  and  commenced  last  year.  Our  upper  Primaries  and 
the  Grammar  schools,  have  received  an  impetus  from  the  good  work 
done  in  the  grades  below.  In  fact,  in  several  of  these  rooms,  the 
most  marked  and  gratifying  improvement  of  the  year  is  found. 

The  present  method  of  managing  and  teaching  a  Primary  school 
is  most  exhausting.  It  requires  ten  fold  the  fertility  in  resources, 
tact  and  power  which  the  old  system  demanded.  Casual  observers 
have  noted  the  eager  interest  of  the  pupils  in  these  schools  It  is 
my  duty  to  report  that  your  teachers,  notwithstanding  the  amount 
of  added  hard  work  which  their  present  teaching  necessitates^  could 
not  be  induced  to  return  to  the  comparatively  easy,  routine  duties 
of  former  years. 

The  classes  that  will  complete  their  fourth  year  in  June  next,  will 
have  a  good  knowledge  of  the  four  fundamental  rules  of  arithmetic, 
and  will  apply  them  readily  to  practical  questions  which  involve 
small  numbers.  They  will  be  conversant  with  the  operations  in 
United  States  money.  They  will  read  fluently  and  imth  expression^ 
selections  adapted  to  their  age  and  attainments.  They  will  have 
been  well  grounded  by  oral  lessons  in  geography.  They  will  have 
had  many  lessons  on  color,  form,  “  manners  and  morals,”  and  other 
topics.  They  will  have  memorized  choice  selections  in  prose  and 
verse.  They  will  write  an  open  legible  hand.  They  will  be  able  to 
give  orally  or  by  letter,  a  fairly  expressed  or  well  written  description 
of  what  they  have  seen  or  heard.  They  will  write  on  slate  or  paper 
a  better  letter  than  many  older  people  can  compose.  All  these 
things  are  done  almost  daily  in  our  best  primary  schools. 

During  the  last  six  months  the  greatest  improvement  has  been 
made  in  the  upper  Primaries.  The  reading,  talking,  writing,  sen¬ 
tence  making  and  arithmetic,  all  show  progress.  I  must,  in  justice 
to  the  faithful  and  progressive  teachers,  express  my  great  satisfac¬ 
tion  at  the  advance  also  made  in  the  lower  Primaries.  Several 
members  of  your  Board  have  expressed  surprise  and  delight  at  their 
present  condition. 

Our  schools  need  many  of  the  little,  material  appliances  now 
universal  in  all  well  appointed  schools. 

I 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

A  large  number  of  pupils  may  never  enter  the  High  School. 
They  must  rely  upon  the  Grammar  schools  for  their  intellectual  out¬ 
fit.  Therefore  the  instruction  which  these  schools  impart  should 
be  comprehensive,  practical,  thoughtful  and  thorough.  The  men 
and  women  who  conduct  these  schools  should  be  liberally  gifted 
with  high  character,  wisdom,  culture  and  efficiency.  Many  of  the 
schools  are  favored  with  such  teachers. 

The  course  of  study  and  instruction  is  based  on  the  fundamental 
idea  that  the  pupil,  at  whatever  time  he  may  end  his  school  days. 
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should  carry  with  him  those  elements  of  knowledge  and  principles 
of  virtue  which  will  best  fit  him  to  begin  his  work  in  life,  and  to  be¬ 
come  a  useful  member  of  society. 

Some  of  the  lower  grades  have  greatly  improved  in  their  methods 
of  teaching  and  management ;  in  others,  “  much  land  still  remains 
to  be  possessed.” 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  improve  the  reading  in  the  schools. 
If  the  success  has  not  been  marked,  it  should  be  remembered 
that,  though  better  methods  of  teaching  may  be  promptly  adopted, 
much  time  is  neeeded  to  eradicate  old  and  pernicious  habits  of 
study  and  expression. 

The  introduction  into  the  Grammar  schools  of  a  course  of  oral 
instruction  in  Physics,  or  Natural  Philosophy,  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  in  previous  reports.  The  omission  of  much  useless  matter 
from  the  arithmetic,  and  the  use  of  a  well  arranged  text-book  in 
geography,  leave  ample  time  for  the  pupil  to  learn  all  that  is  essen¬ 
tial  in  the  foundation  studies.  While  instruction  in  subjects  new 
and  taken  from  the  surroundings  of  common  life,  especially  as  they 
must  be  taught  orally  to  younger  pupils,  might  break  up  the 
routine  and  stagnation  now  so  painfully  prominent  in  a  few  classes. 
The  teacher  who  prepares  herself  carefully  for  oral  instruction  in 
“  the  science  of.  common  things,”  will  teach  the  old  studies  with  a 
quickened  brain.  If  she  does  not  prepare  herself,  her  teaching 
becomes  a  farce. 

P'requent  visits  of  inspection,  the  oral  and  written  examinations, 
and  the  result  of  the  final  examination  for  entrance  to  the  High 
School,  plainly  showed  the  excellent  training  which  had  been  given 
to  the  upper  classes  in  the  Grammar  schools.  The  work  in  some 
of  the  lower  grades  has  been  exceptionally  good. 

No  changes  have  occurred  among  the  teachers  of  the  central 
Grammar  schools  for  a  year  and  a  half.  This  remarkable  degree 
of  permanency  has  tended,  in  most  cases,  to  secure  the  unity  and 
elevate  the  character  of  the  Grammar  schools. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  recommendations  of  last 
year  in  reference  to  a  system  of  semi-annual  examinations  and  class 
promotions,  which  has  for  years  been  in  successful  operation  in 
many  New  England  and  Western  cities  and  towns. 

Seventy-five  candidates  were  examined  in  June  for  the  High 
School.  Fifty-four  of  this  number  were  admitted.  The  majority 
of  this  number,  and  many  of  the  best  scholars,  thus  completed  their 
course  in  four  years.  It  is  not  expected  that  all  scholars  who 
entered  the  principals’  rooms  in  September  will  be  fitted  for  the 
High  School  at  the  close  of  the  current  year.  They  entered  the 
lowest  class  in  the  Grammar  school  when  the  standard  for  admis¬ 
sion  was  low  and  the  length  of  the  course  almost  interminable. 
Many  thoughtful  parents  desire  their  children  to  remain  in  the 
Grammar  school  for  a  fifth  year.  This  often  is  wise.  A  few  seek 
to  crowd  their  children  into  the  High  School  over  the  judgment  of 
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the  teachers  and  the  Superintendent.  This  is  otherwise.  Teachers 
are  only  too  eager  to  promote  the  children.  Your  Superintendent 
takes  pride  in  their  rapid  progress.  “  The  present  organization  of 
the  Grammar  schools,”  said  the  report  of  1879,  “allows  the  average 
scholar  to  complete  the  course  in  five  years  ;  in  the  old  course  eight 
yeai's  were  required^'’  My  predecessor  thought  the  course  might  be 
completed  in  four  years.  Having  seen  the  plan  successfully  car¬ 
ried  out,  I  urged  it  upon  your  Board,  and  it  was  adopted  a  year  ago. 
Next  summer  a  large  and  well-prepared  class  will  enter  the  High 
School.  The  majority  of  these  pupils  will  have  been  in  the  Gram¬ 
mar  schools  only  four  years.  They  will  be  better  prepared  for  the 
High  School  than  many  of  the  pupils  were  a  few  years  ago. 

The  adoption  of  better  methods  of  teaching,  and  watchful  super¬ 
vision  have  made  a  saving  of  from  two  to  four  years  possible,  in 
the  school  course  of  the  average  boy  or  girl  whose  school  days 
must  end  before  the  age  of  13  or  14  years  is  reached. 

MIXED  SCHOOLS. 

Eight  mixed  schools  have  been  taught  during  the  year.  Four 
new  teachers  were  assigned  these  schools  in  September.  So  many 
families  have  moved  from  some  districts  that  these  schools  are  not  as 
full  as  last  year,  but  the  average  attendance  has  been  better.  The 
teachers  have  infused  new  life  into  most  of  these  remote  schools. 
This  is  essential,  as  many  of  the  classes  are  too  small  for  much  per¬ 
sonal  emulation.  These  schools  are  generally  well  taught  and  have 
made  progress  during  the  year. 

The  interests  of  economy  and  education  alike,  demand  the  con¬ 
solidation  of  very  small  schools.  If  the  good  people  in  some  of  the 
smaller  districts  would  be  willing  to  carry  their  children  to  larger 
schools  at  no  great  distance  from  their  homes,  and  to  be  paid  for 
doing  so,  money  would  be  saved  and  the  children  would  be  better 
taught.  But  this  course  should  not  be  adopted  in  opposition  to  the 
general  wish  of  the  parents. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

M.  Buisson,  the  distinguished  chairman  of  the  French  Commis¬ 
sion  on  American  Education  which  visited  this  country  in  1876, 
says  in  his  famous  report  to  the  French  government  : 

“No  part  of  the  American  school  system  is  more  essentially 
national  than  are  the  High  Schools ;  no  part  of  the  system  presents 
features  that  are  more  original,  or,  in  some  respects,  more  removed 
from  European  ideas ;  no  part  of  the  system  is  more  worthy  of  pro¬ 
found  study.  If  it  be  true  that  the  prosperity  of  a  republic  is  in 
direct  ratio  to  the  replenishment  of  its  middle  classes,  then  the  High 
School  of  the  U7tited  States,  whatever  it  fnay  cost,  is  the  best  mvestment 
of  national  capital  that  can  possibly  be  made.” 
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The  best  interests  of  the  republic  require  the  highest  practicable 
education  of  its  citizens,  and  especially  of  those  who  are  to  occupy 
stations  of  influence  and  responsibility.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
State  has  no  right  to  expend  money  for  the  support  of  High  Schools. 
But  the  right  of  the  State  is  the  right  of  the  people,  and  the  people 
have  the  right  to  provide  any  kind  of  instruction  that  will  promote 
the  public  welfare.  The  founders  of  this  Commonwealth  fully  re¬ 
cognized  their  obligations  to  provide  the  higher  instruction.  In 
1647,  a  law  was  enacted  by  which  every  town  containing  a  hundred 
families  was  required  to  establish  a  school  whose  master  “  should 
be  able  to  instruct  youth  so  far  as  they  may  be  fitted  for  the 
university.”  Washington,  Jefferson,  John  Adams,  Madison  and 
John  Quincy  Adams  recommended  liberal  provisions  for  the  higher 
departments  of  education,  “  as  essential  to  the  highest  degree  of 
national  prosperity,  and  as  one  of  the  vital  safeguards  of  a  free 
constitution.” 

The  Milford  High  School  continues  to  merit  the  honorable  posi¬ 
tion  it  has  held  so  long  and  so  continuously  in  public  favor.  With 
the  Summer  term,  the  principal,  Mr.  S.  W.  Hale,  closed  his  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  school,  after  ten  years  of  faithful  service.  Miss  Lillie 
B.  Godfrey  also  resigned  her  position  as  assistant. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Lull,  from  the  Manchester,  N.  H.,  High  School,  and 
Mr.  Frank  B.  Sherburne,  of  Lowell,  entered  upon  their  respective 
duties,  as  master  and  sub-master,  in  September.  The  fact  that  the 
school  has  gone  on  harmoniously  and  successfully,  reflects  the 
highest  credit  on  both  the  past  and  present  management.  The  two 
accomplished  women.  Miss  Anna  M.  Bancroft  and  Miss  Mary  A. 
Parkhurst,  who  taught  in  the  school  last  year,  have  contributed 
largely  to  its  prosperity  and  success  during  the  present.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  good  condition  of  the  High  School,  two  hindrances 
keep  it  from  doing  its  best  possible  work  and  fully  meeting  the 
demands  of  the  present  age.  There  is  need  of  a  course  of  study 
which,  in  its  various  departments,  shall  be  comprehensive  and  practi¬ 
cal  enough  for  those  who  can  remain  in  the  school  for  only  two  or 
three  years ;  and  which  shall  have  enough  of  the  “  culture  studies,” 
of  the  solid  English  branches,  and  of  the  classics,  for  the  young  man 
or  young  woman  who  desires  a  well  rounded,  general  education, 
or  a  good  preparation  for  the  technical  school  or  university. 

Speaking  of  the  classics,  I  must  say  that  the  Latin  language,  like 
many  adjectives  in  our  common  English  speech,  is  overworked  in 
this  school.  A  classical  teacher  myself  for  fourteen  years,  I  cannot 
be  prejudiced  against  the  proper  study  of  Latin  \  when  pursued  for 
years,  its  influence  for  literary  culture  is  pre-eminent. 

The  briefer  study  of  Latin  may  have  a  more  limited  but  real 
utility  in  etymological  researches,  in  leading  to  a  correct  orthogra¬ 
phy,  in  solving  grammatical  puzzles  and  in  giving  a  clear  conception 
of  the  meaning  of  scientific  terms.  But  how  much  will  it  benefit 
the  boy  or  girl  who  can  attend  the  High  School  for  only  a  few  terms  ? 
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It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  “rush,”  to  use  the  expressive  word  of 
a  teacher,  into  the  study  of  Latin,  made  by  scholars  whose  school 
life  must  be  short,  or  who  are  not  fitted  by  nature  to  enter  upon  a 
course  of  classical  study,  should  be  stopped. 

This  school  should  offer  its  patrons  a  complete  English  course. 
I  have  grave  doubts  whether  the  two  years’  English  course  can  be 
very  satisfactory.  Perhaps  all  its  capabilities  have  not  been  tested. 
Certainly,  its  introduction  was  a  move  in  the  right  direction.  I 
would  recommend  that  “  the  short,  business  course  ”  should  take 
three  years  for  completion.  English  grammar  and  ancient  history 
are  now  too  prominent ;  English  literature,  rhetoric  and  the  modern 
languages  are  unknown  ;  very  little  has  been  done  in  English  com¬ 
position.  The  study  of  English  literature  and  daily  exercises  in 
writing  original  English  should  form  a  large  part  of  the  first  year’s 
work  and  continue  through  the  whole  three  years. 

Your  sub-committee  have  materially  modified  the  High  School 
studies.  Other  changes  will  be  made.  A  course  of  study,  to  be 
valuable,  should  not  be  the  product  of  the  scissors  and  mere  theory, 
but  the  outgrowth  of  the  workings  of  the  school  itself. 

The  other  pressing  need  is  either  an  enlarged  or  a  new  High 
School  house.  The  present  building  is  neither  spacious,  convenient 
nor  healthy.  Intended  for  75  pupils,  it  has  been  crowded  with  150. 
If  the  prosperity  of  the  town  continues,  the  next  great  public 
improvement,  after  “  water  works  ”  and  a  “  new  opera  house,”  should 
be  the  erection  of  a  spacious,  substantial,  convenient  High  School 
building. 

The  following  was  the  order  of  the  exercises  of  the  class  grad- 


uating  June  24,  1880  : 

Greeting  Song, . 

Clara  M.  Inman. 

The  Mind  its  own  Educator,  . 

Agnes  S.  McDer?nott. 

The  Study  of  Botany,  .... 

Anna  F.  Keating. 

Perfection  no  Trifle,  .... 

Hannah  B.  McGarry. 

The  Worth  of  Liberty,  .... 

.  Jaynes  Slattery. 

Lights  and  Shadows,  .... 

.  Luva  A.  Celley. 

The  Defences  of  the  Nation, 

.  Horace  E.  Whitney. 

The  Influence  of  Public  Opinion, 

Carrie  M.  Hart' 

Anesthetics, . 

Reuben  A.  Cooke. 

Example, . 

.  Nellie  M.  Wallace. 

Learn  to  Labor  and  to  Wait, 

.  Sarah  V.  Lowther. 

The  Power  of  Man, . 

.  A.  Trask  Woodbury. 

Practical  Knowledge,  .... 

Mary  R.  Tingley. 

Thought  and  Action,  .... 

Martin  J.  Kelly. 

Our  Railway  System,  .... 

.  Marcus  J.  Patterson. 

Little  Things  but  Parts  of  Great, 

Hattie  D.  Mathewson. 

Our  Navy, . 

Lawrence  E.  Doherty. 
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Broken  Barriers, 

Sand, . 

Parting  Hymn, 

The  following  graduates  of 
diplomas  privately : 

Mary  A.  Burke, 

Mary  F.  Desautelle, 
Nellie  A.  McLaughlin, 
Margaret  I.  Quirk, 


.  .  .  .  Nellie  A.  Dale. 

.  .  .  Clara  M.  Inman. 

.  .  Hattie  D.  Mathewson. 

two  years’  course  received  their 

Nellie  A.  Warfield, 
Arthur  E.  Kirby, 

Wm.  H.  Knowlton, 
Ruthven  S.  Wellington, 

SCHOOL. 


The  evening  school  for  boys  was  opened  in  November.  The 
whole  number  of  scholars  at  the  outset  was  less  than  last  year,  at 
no  time  reaching  50.  The  average  attendance  for  a  few  weeks 
was  about  25.  The  work  of  the  school  was  excellent.  It  is 
emphatically  true  that  few  persons  are  fitted  by  nature  or  incli¬ 
nation  to  conduct  an  evening  school.  For  three  years  the  school 
has  been  managed  successfully  by  your  Secretary.  Early  in  the 
winter  the  excellent  coasting  and  skating  depleted  the  school.  It 
is  a  source  of  regret  that  the  school  should  have  had  three  teachers 
in  less  than  three  months.  This  frequent  change  of  teachers  re¬ 
duced  the  school,  already  small,  to  its  lowest  terms.  In  the  last 
few  evenings  the  attendance  was  from  five  to  nineteen.  These 
-schools  require  more  skill  in  their  management  than  the  day 
schools.  The  work  of  the  teacher  must  be  of  a  helping,  individual 
character.  If  a  boy  wishes  to  read,  write,  spell,  cypher,  or  study 
book-keeping,  let  him  do  so  to  his  heart’s  content.  The  teacher’s 
work  is  to  assist  him  in  difficult  places,  and,  if  possible,  excite  him 
to  mental  effort.  Very  little  attempt  should  be  made  at  classifi¬ 
cation. 

The  principal  obstacle  to  the  success  of  evening  schools  is 
irregular  attendance.  I  know  of  no  city  which  reports  anything 
like  regularity  of  attendance.  It  is  no  unusual  thing  for  a  school 
to  register  from  60  to  100  pupils  at  its  beginning,  and  in  a  few 
weeks  to  have  an  average  attendance  of  only  20  or  30.  Probably 
one-fourth  of  those  who  appear  at  the  early  sessions  have  no  inten¬ 
tion  to  attend  regularly,  and  no  wish  to  profit  by  the  instruction. 
Some  regard  the  school  as  a  lounging  place,  where  they  can  sit 
through  a  cold  winter  evening  in  idle  comfort.  Others  drift  in  to 
provoke  disorder  and  “have  a  good  time.”  When  these  fellows 
find  the  teacher  insisting  on  good  behavior,  and  that  hard  work, 
not  fun,  is  the  order  of  the  evening,  the  school  loses  its  attraction, 
and,  after  a  few  evenings,  they  resume  their  old  business  as  loafers 
at  the  street  corners  and  about  the  saloons. 

A  third  class  embraces  the  boys  and  young  men  to  whom  the 
school  offers  an  opportunity  of  vast  importance.  These  have 
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determined  to  make  the  most  of  its  instructions.  I  think  there 
have  been  about  25  of  this  class  in  attendance  during  the  past 
winter.  It  was  a  most  gratifying  sight  to  witness  the  earnest  appli¬ 
cation  of  those  who,  after  long  days  in  the  store  or  shop,  gladly 
devoted  several  evenings  of  each  week  to  hard  study.  Boys  that 
properly  belong  to  the  day  school  should  be  compelled  to  attend 
there.  Evening  schools,  at  their  best,  are  poor  substitutes  for  the 
day  schools.  In  my  opinion,  only  those  who  have  maturity  of 
mind,  or  a  fixed  purpose  to  make  the  most  of  their  advantages,  are 
likely  to  be  profited  by  attending  evening  schools. 

If  these  schools  are  to  be  continued,  and  this  I  should  certainly 
advise — since  if  only  a  few  wisely  improve  their  opportunities,  the 
labor  and  cost  expended  upon  them  are  more  than  justified — -I 
would  make  the  following  recommendations :  That  they  be  opened 
a  month  earlier,  that  is,  in  October;  that  some  written  or  pecuniary 
pledge  for  a  fair  degree  of  regular  attendance  be  exacted  from  the 
applicants  for  admission,  as  was  done  in  Worcester;  that  assistants 
be  employed,  and  that  sessions  be  held  on  only  four  evenings  of 
the  week. 

Every  possible  effort  was  made  to  obtain  pupils  for  an  evening 
school  for  girls,  but  only  three  applicants  appeared.  Your  Superin¬ 
tendent  met  these  on  two  different  evenings.  I  was  informed  by 
the  employer  of  one  that  she  could  receive  ample  instruction  at 
home.  'The  school  was  not  opened.  It  is  a  source  of  deep  regret 
that  the  young  w'omen  of  Milford,  whose  early  education  may  have 
been  defective,  have  shown  so  little  readiness  to  avail  themselves 
of  that  opportunity  for  learning  which  the  town  so  generously 
extended  them. 


READING. 

I  have  carefully  observed  the  work  of  the  schools  in  the  studies 
of  every  grade.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  truth  that  the  school 
life  of  most  of  our  children  is  closed  before  the  age  of  fourteen  is 
reached,  I  have  desired  to  make  the  course  of  instruction  in  all  the 
schools  as  practical  and  comprehensive  as  the  age  and  attainments 
of  the  pupils  will  warrant.  .r 

Reading  is  the  foundation  study ;  upon  it  the  whole  educational 
fabric  rests.  The  mumbling,  or  even  the  distinct  enunciation  of 
words  without  a  thought  of  their  meaning,  is  not  reading ;  it  is  a 
senseless  jargon  of  words,  whose  pernicious  effects  are  in  an  exact 
ratio  to  the  facility  with  which  they  are  uttered. 

Reading  involves  two  distinct  processes :  first,  the  formation  of 
ideas  and  thoughts  in  the  mind  of  the  reader  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
form  and  signification  of  the  printed  or  written  words ;  second, 
the  utterance  of  these  words  so  as  to  excite  in  the  mind  of  the 
hearer  the  same  ideas  and  thoughts.  There  are  likewise  two  dis¬ 
tinct  kinds  of  reading,  the  silent  and  the  oral.  These  are  the 
complements  of  each  other.  The  young  pupils  must  be  taught  to 
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grasp  silently  the  sense  of  what  they  read.  Hence,  silent  reading 
should  precede  oral.  This  opens  a  wide  field  of  preparation  for 
the  teachers  of  every  grade. 

By  interesting  and  pertinent  conversation,  in  which  the  pupil 
must  take  a  prominent  part,  and  a  liberal  use  of  the  blackboard^  the 
meaning  and  form  of  words  which  are  to  be  used  in  the  lesson  are 
carefully  unfolded  by  the  Primary  teacher.  In  our  best  schools  the 
little  pupil  cannot  be  induced  to  begin  a  sentence  orally  until  he 
has  grasped  the  thought.  If  his  eye  strikes  a  word  which  is  new, 
or  conveys  no  idea  to  him,  he  stops  and  will  not  go  on  till  the  word 
is  explained  \  that  done,  he  has  mastered  the  thoughts  of  the  sen¬ 
tence,  and  will  convey  them  to  his  hearers  in  an  easy,  conversa¬ 
tional  manner,  by  oral  reading. 

By  this  method,  there  is  no  attempt  at  elocutionary  reading, 
unless  that  which  brings  out  the  thought  in  the  fullest  and  most 
natural  manner  is  elocution  in  the  best  sense.  The  reading  in 
most  of  our  Primary  and  in  some  of  our  Gramrnar  rooms  has  been 
highly  commended.  The  praise  has  been  richly  deserved  by  those 
thoughtful,  persistent  teachers  who,  in  many  instances,  have  “  made 
over  ”  the  reading  of  their  respective  classes.  I  consider  the  read¬ 
ing  excellent  in  several  of  the  higher  Grammar  classes.  If  the 
reading  is  not  what  we  desire  in  all  the  other  grades,  it  should  be 
said  that  some  of  the  rooms  clearly  show  reform  and  progress ; 
may  they  permeate  all  the  classes !  A  great  obstacle  to  even 
higher  progress  is  the  lack  of  an  ample  supply  of  new  and  properly 
graded  reading  matter.  New  reading  books  of  the  same  grade  are 
far  more  profitable  to  the  pupils  than  the  old  third  or  fourth  reader 
which  has  been  read  and  re-read  till  it  is  known  by  heart.  The 
introduction  of  supplementary  reading  into  the  schools  is  agreed  by 
all  educators  to  be  the  means  for  improving  the  general  style  of 
school  reading,  and  for  giving  the  mass  of  children  a  taste  for 
healthy  literature. 

The  teacher  and  parent  should  combine  their  efforts  to  excite  a 
desire  to  read,  and  then  supply  the  desire  with  good,  not  “  goody  ” 
books.  Thus  alone  can  our  boys  and  girls  be  protected  from  the 
baneful  influence  of  the  vicious  productions  with  which  the  press  of 
our  large  cities  teems.  While  some  teachers  are  accustomed  to 
suggest  and  direct  the  reading  of  their  pupils,  others  give  it  little 
attention.  When  the  curiosity  or  imagination  of  a  child  has  just 
been  aroused  by  some  allusion  or  explanation  made  by  the  teacher, 
his  mind  can  be  easily  directed  towards  more  thorough  investiga¬ 
tion,  and  to  reading  upon  kindred  subjects. 

Books  of  biography,  travel  and  history,  magazines  and  news¬ 
papers  are  used  in  some  rooms,  to  give  a  zest  to  the  regular  read¬ 
ing.  It  would  be  well  to  introduce  similar  supplementary  reading 
exercises  into  every  school,  never  seeking  to  displace  other  equally 
important  exercises.  I  would  advise  teachers  to  prepare  a  list  of 
good  books,  with  whose  authors  and  contents  they  are  so  familiar 
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that  they  can  interest  their  pupils  beforehand,  and  thus  induce  the 
children  to  read  them.  Then  the  scholars  should  be  questioned,  or 
should  write  about  what  they  have  read.  I  know  that  the  courteous 
town  librarian  will  be  pleased  to  render  all  the  assistance  in  his 
power  to  both  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  selection  of  good  books 
for  class  or  home  reading. 


SPELLING. 

By  a  more  liberal  use  of  dictation  and  written  exercises  there  is 
much  better  spelling  in  the  schools.  The  regular. written  work  of 
the  pupils  conclusively  proves  this.  A  child  should  never  be  called 
upon  to  spell  a  word  which  it  has  never  seen  or  heard,  and  which 
to  its  mind  is  the  symbol  of  no  idea  or  thought.  This  principle 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  good  reading  and  good  spelling;  our 
Primary  teachers  and  most  of  those  in  the  Grammar  grades  daily 
illustrate  its  truth.  * 

Modern  educators  agree  that  the  very  first  steps  in  reading  are 
blocked  when  the  child  is  compelled  to  call  over  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet  in  oral  spelling.^ I  know  of  no  city  or  towm,  whose  schools 
are  of  any  repute,  in  which  such  teaching  is  allowed.  My  prede¬ 
cessor  wisely  abolished  the  ancient  style  of  spelling.  Many 
teachers  had  previously  dispensed  with  it.  The  assertions  that 
pupils  do  not  spell  orally,  and  that,  if  they  do,  the  words  are  not 
divided  into  syllables,  are  incorrect.  Our  teachers  insist  upon  the 
careful  division  of  words  into  syllables  and  properly  placing  the 
accent.  Take  the  word  pre-eminently.  It  is  spelled  thus  :  P,  r,  e- 
e,  m-i-n,  e,  n,  t-1,  y — pre-em'inently.  The  pupil  is  taught  first  to 
pronounce  the  word  as  a  whole,  then  to  spell  as  above,  pausing 
after  every  syllable,  and  finally  the  word  is  again  pronounced  with 
the  proper  accent. 

The  notion  that  our  children  are  forbidden, — they  are  in  many 
towns  and  cities, — to  spell  any  during  the  first  school  year  is  like¬ 
wise  incorrect.  Many  teachers  have  some  oral  spelling  even  in  the 
first  term.  Oral  spelling  is  sparingly  used  by  some  teachers,  as 
they  obtain  so  much  better  results  from  the  written  method.  Any 
suspicion  that  children  do  not  learn  their  letters  is  unjust,  as  I 
know  from  hundreds  of  examinations.  The  alphabet  is  on  the 
board  in  all  the  Primary  school-rooms.  The  children  often  repeat 
it, in  regular  order,  but  not  during  the  first  term.  The  children 
can  spell  their  words  orally,  as  in  “  the  good  old  days  they  can 
also  use  them  correctly  written  in  little  sentences  of  their  own 
making.  I  have  never  advised  that  oral  spelling  should  be  omitted 
in  the  early  years  of  the  Primary  course,  though  this  is  the  rule  in 
many  towns.  Even  in  the  higher  grades,  the  abolition  of  oral 
spelling  has  not  been  suggested,  as  it  may  be  profitable  occasion¬ 
ally  as  an  exercise  in  articulation,  or  as  a  change  from  the  common 
work. 


27 


Some  of  our  Primary  teachers  adopt  the  following  plan  for  spell¬ 
ing:  A  few  words,  eight  or  ten,  are  carefully  written  upon  the 
board  for  the  children  to  copy,  each  word  being  correctly  divided 
into  its  syllables.  No  lesson  is  ever  given  a  class  to  study,  each 
word  of  which  has  not  been  previously  gone  over  and  explained  by  the 
children  themselves^  if  possible ;  if  not,  by  the  teacher.  The  meaning 
and  use  of  the  words  are  made  clear  to  them  before  the  real  lesson 
is  begun.  The  children  copy  these  words  upon  their  slates  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  times  with  great  care ;  their  work  is  examined,  criti¬ 
cised  and  marked  by  the  teacher.  At  the  next  session,  or  the 
following  day,  the  same  words  are  given  the  class  to  write  from 
dictation ;  when  written,  the  children  exchange  slates,  and  the 
class  is  called  upon  individually  to  pronounce  and  spell  orally,  with 
careful  division  into  syllables,  all  the  words  in  order.  Words 
wrongly  spelled  are  checked.  The  neatness,  plainness  and  general 
nicety  of  the  writing  is  marked,  each  child  correcting  the  slate  he 
holds.  The  carefulness  in  criticising,  and  the  quickness  in  detect¬ 
ing  errors  in  another’ s  work  are  two  of  the  most  noticeable  features 
to  one  who  is  not  familiar  with  this  method  of  conducting  a  spell¬ 
ing  lesson. 

During  the  spelling  exercise,  the  children  are  called  upon  to  use 
the  words  in  oral  sentences  of  their  own.  Frequently,  instead  of 
writing  the  word  alone,  they  are  required  to  write  a  sentence  con¬ 
taining  the  given  word.  This  method  lays  no  claim  to  originality, 
but  it  does  make  good  talkers,  good  writers  and  good  spellers. 

NUMBER  AND  ARITHMETIC. 

Two  years  ago  there  was  a  want  of  definiteness  and  accuracy  in 
the  Primary  instruction  in  number.  Too  much  had  been  attempted 
with  some  classes,  too  little  with  others.  The  first  year’s  work  is 
now  limited  to  the  knowledge  of  number  to  10  or  12.  Most  of  this 
work  is  with  objects,  though  the  memory  is  carefully  trained  from 
the  outset.  The  figures  and  the  different  combinations  are  made 
on  the  board  and  slates.  Little,  practical  questions  are  daily  given  by 
teacher  and  pupil.  The  general  features,  though  enlarged,  of  this 
plan,  are  observed  in  all  the  grades.  The  results  have  been  highly 
satisfactory.  The  children  are  eager,  quick  and  accurate.  The 
counting  of  fingers  which  formerly  prevailed  in  the  upper  Primaries, 
and  in  some  grades  even  of  the  Grammar  schools,  is  almost 
unknown. 

A  distinguished  teacher  from  a  western  state,  who  recently 
visited  some  of  our  Primaries,  expressed  his  delight  at  the  quickness 
and  accuracy  of  the  answers  in  number.  These  results  have  been 
secured  by  the  thoughtful,  persistent  work  of  the  teachers  who 
have  responded  willingly  to  all  the  suggestions  of  your  Superin¬ 
tendent.  The  classes  that  entered  the  Grammar  schools  last 
September  averaged  higher  than  those  of  the  preceding  year ;  in 
the  facility  with  which  they  performed  concrete  work,  or  practical 
problems,  they  were  far  in  advance. 
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Arithmetic  is  well  taught  in  most  of  the  lower  Grammar  grades  ; 
in  a  few,  there  seems  to  be  a  want  of  thoroughness,  life  and  origi¬ 
nality.  Too  much  time  is  given  to  details.  Principles  and  reasons 
are  not  held  firmly.  The  ability  to  determine  readily  in  an  arith¬ 
metical  problem  what  is  given  and  what  is  asked,  must  be  cultiva¬ 
ted  constantly.  The  thoughtful  reading  now  so  common  in  the 
schools  has  a  bearing  upon  this  point.  Said  one  of  your  most 
accomplished  teachers  recently,  “  I  find  that  class  of  good  readers 
which  came  to  me  will  take  in  the  sense  of  a  question  in  arithmetic 
with  wonderful  quickness.” 

The  arithmetical  work  in  the  upper  classes  of  the  Grammar 
schools  has,  as  a  rule,  been  excellent.  Finding  that  classes  were 
spending  months  on  subjects  which  were  useless  for  discipline  or 
practical  life,  we  have  omitted  these,  thus  gaining  time  for  more 
thorough  drill  upon  essential  principles,  business  problems  and 
written  forms.  Very  many  pupils  never  enter  the  first  class,  in 
fact,  many  never  enter  the  third.  But  only  during  the  last  year 
have  the  simpler  ^principles  of  fractions  and  United  States  money 
been  thoroughly  taught  in  the  fourth  class  in  the  Grammar  schools. 

This  is  the  first  year  that  the  every-day  applications  of  percentage 
and  interest  havje  been  taken  up  in  the  second  classes.  All  this 
has  been  secured,  not  by  crowding  the  pupils,  nor  at  the  expense 
of  thoroughness,  but  by  throwing  out  much  arithmetical  rubbish 
which  neither  the  teachers,  the  Superintendent,  nor  the  members  of 
your  Board  have  ever  had  any  occasion  to  use.  Was  it  not  then 
absurd  to  teach  it  to  children?  I  believe  that  in  arithmetic,  espec¬ 
ially,  we  should  cultivate  quickness  of  thought,  a  ready  application 
of  general  principles  to  the  solution  of  practical  questions,  and 
rapidity  and  accuracy  in  all  operations  under  the  fundamental  and 
other  important  business  rules. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  ot  the  first  classes  in  the  Gram¬ 
mar  schools  in  June  last,  were  highly  creditable  to  the  scholars  and 
teachers. 


GEOGRAPHY. 

Some  of  our  teachers  feel  that  they  do  not  accomplish  all  they 
should  in  this  branch  of  study.  No  subject  demands  greater  fertility 
of  resources,  nor  is  there  any  study  in  which  the  beauty  and  power 
of  oral  teaching  can  be  more  finely  illustrated.  If  the  lesson  is 
“  heard  ”  merely,  and  the  opportunity  to  impart  some  added  and 
useful  information  is  not  seized,  because  no  preparation  has  been 
made  before  the  hour  of  recitation  arrives,  the  results  will  be 
entirely  out  of  proportion  to  the  time  spent  in  the  lesson.  Many  of 
the  teachers  appear  before  their  classes  with  no  text  book  in  hand, 
or  with  no  slavish  adherence  to  it,  yet  full  of  the  subject.  I  find 
that  such  classes  are  ready  and  thoughtful  in  their  answers  to  the 
questions  of  teachers  or  casual  visitors. 


Geography  is  the  companion  of  history ;  the  facts  of  each  are 
most  firmly  fixed  in  mind  by  associating  the  events  of  history  or  of 
general  reading  with  the  localities  in  which  they  occurred.  The 
accomplished  principals  of  the  Grammar  schools  understand  this 
thought  and  act  upon  it. 

All  educators  agree  that  the  first  lessons  in  geography  should 
commence  early  and  should  be  entirely  oral.  Until  recently  very 
little  of  this  preparatory  oral  instruction  was  given  in  the  Primary 
schools.  The  upper  Primaries  are  now  doing  excellent  work  in  oral 
geography. 

Rapid  map  drawing  on  the  blackboard,  slate  or  paper,  gives  the 
pupil  a  definite  knowledge  of  geographical  localities  and  fixes  their 
numerous  facts  permanently  in  the  mind.  The  adoption  in  all  our 
schools  of  some  simple,  general  plan  for  rapid,  extemporaneous 
map  drawing  would  bring  better  results,  and  materially  lessen  the 
time  required  for  the  study  of  geography. 

All  the  schools  are  almost  destitute  of  globes,  geographical  pic¬ 
tures  and  wall  maps.  The  best  teachers  feel  the  need  of  these 
essential  aids  the  most.  A  small  appropriation  should  be  made  to 
supply  the  Primary  and  Grammar  schools  with  the  means  required 
for  making  the  instruction  more  vivid  and  practical.  , 

HISTORY. 

History  is  studied  during  the  last  year  in  the  Grammar  schools. 
This  study  should  be  commenced  in  the  second  class  at  Christ¬ 
mas  or  earlier.  Enough  useless  matter  can  be  omitted  from  the 
arithmetic  and  geography  to  give  that  class  a  taste  of  history.  It 
is  difficult  to  give  much  color  and  life  to  the  dry  facts  contained  in 
the  average  school  history  unless  the  teacher  draws  freely  from  other* 
sources  of  information.  With  only  a  year’s  study,  our  teachers  do 
not  find  the  time  to  supplement  the  text  book  as  they  desire,  by 
oral  information  and  references  to  more  extended  historical  works. 

By  over-work  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  many  pupils,  the  results 
in  history  at  the  closing  examinations  last  June,  were  very  satis¬ 
factory. 

LANGUAGE  AND  GRAMMAR. 

In  past  years  there  has  been  too  much  instruction  in  technical 
grammar  and  too  little  practice  in  the  correct  use  of  oral  and 
,  written  language.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  the  pupil  to 
have  the  whole  grammar  at  his  tongue’s  end,  but  to  fail  in  apply¬ 
ing  the  most  common  principles  to  the  simplest  sentences  of  his 
own  composing.  Hence  a  new  line  of  instruction  was  adopted. 
First  of  all,  gaining  the  confidence  of  the  child,  the  primary  teacher 
leads  it  to  talk  freely  about  some  well  known  object,  as  a  cat  or  a 
chicken.  This  is  his  first  language  lesson.  As  soon  as  he  has 
learned  the  form  and  meaning  of  a  few  common  words,  they  are 
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written  in  sentences,  he  grasps  the  thought  and  expresses  it  orally. 
He  copies  words  and  little  sentences  from  the  board,  and  soon 
forms  original — often  very  original — sentences  upon  his  slate. 

The  skillful  teacher  cautiously  corrects  the  wrong  use  of  words 
and  forms,  and  practice  brings  the  habit  of  using  them  correctly. 
This  work  is  extended  from  grade  to  grade.  The  child  masters 
the  mysteries  of  gender,  case,  number  and  various  inflections,  with¬ 
out  even  knowing  the  terms  or  rules  of  grammar.  We  learn  to  do 
things  by  doing  them.  When  speaking  of  its  father  or  mother 
twice  in  the  same  connection,  does  the  child  ever  make  a  mistake 
in  the  gender  form  of  the  proper  pronoun  ?  When  speaking  of  the 
four  books  on  the  desk,  does  it  say,  “  See  the  four  book  ?  ”  Yet  it 
knows  nothing  of  number  or  gender,  as  grammatical  terms. 

To  instruct  properly  a  class  in  language  demands  more  thought 
and  power  than  is  usually  given  to  geography  or  arithmetic.  Our 
teachers  have  surprised  me  by  the  success  of  their  work.  I  am 
often  shown  in  the  lowest  Primary  rooms  little  sentences  and  letters 
which  would  do  credit  to  older  heads.  The  teachers  of  the  upper 
Primaries  are  rivalling  each  other  in  this  most  practical  branch  of 
instruction.  Some  of  the  classes  will  nearly  cover  the  ground  of 
the  grade  above. 

When  the  pupil  reaches  the  Grammar  schools,  the  technical 
grammar  of  the  text-book  is  at  first  used  sparingly,  and  only  to 
avoid  repetition  and  to  secure  more  rapid  progress.  The  text-book 
itself,  by  its  numerous  omissions  of  things  formerly  taught,  has 
enabled  the  teachers  to  find  other  topics  “  to  be  omitted,”  and 
thus  adapt  their  teachings  to  the  capacity  and  need  of  the  pupil. 
Some  find  it  difficult  to  break  away  from  the  text-book,  or  to  sup¬ 
plement  its  work.  Hence  their  pupils  do  not  express  themselves 
readily  in  oral  and  written  language.  This  is  a  result  of  a  lack  of 
thoughtful  preparation  by  the  teacher  and  of  daily  practice  by  the 
pupil. 

With  rare  exceptions,  the  teachers  exact  many  short,  written 
exercises  from  the  pupils.  These  are  almost  worthless  unless 
examined,  kindly  criticised  and  corrected.  I  believe  that  the 
a7nount  of  written  work  now  common  in  the  Grammar  schools  far 
exceeds  that  done  four  or  five  years  ago ;  the  quality  is  immeasura¬ 
bly  superior.  The  scholars  in  the  second  classes  of  the  Grammar 
schools  are  today  more  ready  and  exact  in  their  use  of  language 
than  pupils  formerly  were  who  had  spent  years  in  some  High 
Schools.  The  examination  papers  and  other  exercises  of  the  first 
classes,  show  the  benefits  arising  from  constant  training  in  the 
written  expression  of  thought.  For  I  have  seen  papers  *in  grammar 
that  were  models  —  of  false  syntax,  and  papers  in  geography  that 
were  oblivious  to  all  known  rules  of  spelling,  use  of  capitals,  syn¬ 
tax,  or  locality.  But  the  improvement  annually  made  in  the  general 
appearance  and  accuracy  of  the  written  work  will  be  more  and 
more  marked  as  the  lower  grades  are  advanced. 
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PENMANSHIP. 

The  first  attempts  at  writing  are  made  in  the  lowest  Primary 
rooms  upon  the  blackboard  and  slate.  During  the  first  two  or  three 
years  of  their  school  life,  the  children  acquire  an  open,  legible  hand  ; 
they  write  their  spelling  and  reading  lessons,  they  also  compose 
little  sentences,  stories  and  letters.  In  the  upper  Primary  rooms, 
slate  writing  is  continued,  and  tracing  books,  to  be  used  with  lead 
pencils,  are  begun. 

I  should  be  unjust 'did  I  not  report  a  decided  advance  in  the  Pri- 
mary  grades,  as  a  whole,  and  especially  during  the  last  five  months, 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  children. 

The  condition  of  this  branch  of  instruction  and  its  proper  man¬ 
agement  in  the  Grammar  grades,  has  been  discussed  at  our  teachers’ 
meetings.  Some  of  our  best  teachers  saw  the  fact  more  clearly 
than  I,  that  the  general  handwriting  of  the  children  failed  to  show 
any  improvement,  but  rather  grew  worse  during  their  first  term  in 
the  Grammar  schools.  The  handwriting  in  the  copy  book,  which  is 
very  limited  in  its  range,  was  quite  good.  This  defect  seems  to 
have  been  caused  by  a  want  of  continued  practice  in  copying  excel¬ 
lent  handwriting  from  the  blackboard.  The  children  in  the  primary 
grades  have  been  wont  to  copy,  upon  slate  or  paper,  much 
written  work  which  had  been  placed  on  the  board  in  the  best  possible 
handwriting  of  the  teacher. 

Comparatively  little  in  this  line  of  work  was  done  in  the  lowest 
Grammar  class.  Now  the  teachers  are  required,  in  addition  to  the 
daily  drill  in  the  copy  book,  to  continue  the  methods  which  worked 
so  well  in  the  primary  grades. 

But  besides  this,  it  is  essential  that  teachers  should  carry  on  this 
branch  with  care  and  persistency,  bestowing  upon  it  that  well 
directed  energy  and  enthusiasm  which  they  give  to  arithmetic, 
geography  or  any  favorite  study.  “  Every  person  cannot  become  a 
good  penman.”  True,  but  it  is  no  excuse  for  attempting  little,  be¬ 
cause  a  pupil’s  first  efforts  are  not  promising.  And,  in  a  school 
where  penmanship  is  well  taught  for  a  considerable  time,  not  many 
a  scholar  should  be  called  a  bad  penman.  When  the  fullest  com¬ 
pliance  with  all  essential  requirements  is  not  insisted  upon  by  the 
teacher,  he  will  soon  find  the  pupil  in  those  heedless,  slovenly 
habits  which  are  destructive  to  all  good  penmanship.  Intelligent 
instruction  upon  correct  principles,  given  in  the  correct  order,  and 
constant,  sharp  oversight  must  attend  this  study  through  all  the 
grades.  I  would  recommend  that  the  upper  Primary  rooms  be 
furnished  with  ink  wells  and  that  the  children  be  taught  the  proper 
use  of  pen  and -ink  upon  paper  before  they  enter  the  Grammar 
schools.  The  slate  work  and  the  pen  and  ink  work  would  thus  go 
on  in  parallel  lines. 

Children  younger  than  those  in  the  first  classes  of  our  upper 
Primaries  are  taught,  in  many  towns,  to  write  well  with  pen  and  ink. 
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I  have  also  partly  secured  the  services,  subject  to  your  approval,  of 
a  thoroughly  competent  person  to  give  the  teachers  special  instruc¬ 
tion  and  drill,  not  simply  in  good  penmanship,  but  in  the  best 
methods  of  teaching  this  branch,  which  he  would  also  illustrate, 
without  expense  to  them  or  to  you,  in  some  of  the  schools. 

It  is  clear  that  our  schools  should  furnish  the  pupils  who  must 
leave  them  at  an  early  age,  with  a  plain,  even,  legible,  easy  hand¬ 
writing.  Such  a  hand  is  not  a  mere  accomplishment,  it  is  a  prime 
necessity  before  employment  in  many  departments  of  business  can 
be  obtained. 


TEACHING. 

Perhaps  the  most  vital  duty  which  devolves  upon  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  is  to  secure  competent  teachers  for  the  schools.  It  is  not 
every  graduate  of  the  High  School  or  of  the  college,  even,  that  can 
succeed  as  a  teacher.  This  natural  inability  involves  no  disgrace. 
When  the  ability  to  teach  is  wanting,  neither  scholarship,  social 
position  nor  limited  means  can  supply  the  deficiency. 

During  an  experience  of  sixteen  years  in  the  supervision  of 
schools,  for  seven  of  those  same  years  having  been  also  a  teacher, 
I  can  remember  more  than  one  instance  where  the  Committee  and 
the  Superintendent  incurred  unjust  criticism  for  refusing  to  employ 
or  retain  incompetent  teachers.  But  I  have  supposed  that  our 
schools,  which  the  whole  people  support,  should  be  conducted  on 
sound  and  just  business  principles.  By  my  advice  they  can  not 
become  asylums  for  iiicompetency,  or  mere  charitable  institutions. 
I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  notion  that  the  schools  are  for  the 
pastime  of  pupils  or  convenience  of  teachers.  The  work  of  life  is 
too  great,  too  pressing,  to  tolerate  in  any  of  us  a  mere  perfunctory 
performance  of  duty.  The  schools,  sustained  as  they  are  by  the 
labor  and  self-sacrifice  of  the  community,  are  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  people. 

This  town  fortunately  enjoys  the  services  of  an  earnest  and  pro¬ 
gressive  body  of  teachers,  who,  with  rare  exceptions,  not  only  have 
an  intelligent  and  lofty  conception  of  their  duties  and  responsibili¬ 
ties,  but  who  also  have  the  will  and  ability  to  discharge  them 
wisely. 

The  towns  of  the  Commonwealth  whose  schools  rank  highest  in 
efficiency  are  making  the  greatest  efforts  to  secure  the  most  experi¬ 
enced  and  accomplished  teachers  for  the  Primary  grades.  This  is 
as  it  should  be.  It  requires  more  tact  and  skill  to  teach  the 
elements  of  English  to  a  child  in  his  first  year  at  school,  than  it 
does  to  teach  the  elements  of  Latin  to  a  High  School  pupil.  It  is 
as  essential,  perhaps  more,  that  the  younger  child  should  be  the 
better  taught.  Teaching  is  an  art,  a  science,  a  profession.  The 
laws  require  special  preparation  and  study  from  those  who  seek  to 
practice  the  profession  of  law  or  medicine.  Is  no  special  training 


33 


and  preparation  requisite  for  those  who-  would  practice  on  the 
youthful  mind?  The  State  has  established  Normal  schools.  Many 
more  would  prepare  themselves  specially  for  the  work  of  teaching, 
if  they  did  not  think  it  easy  to  secure  and  retain  situations  as 
teachers  through  influential  friends.  Few  persons  outside  of  a 
School  Committee  know  how  strong  a  pressure  is  often  applied  to 
advance  the  interest  of  friends  and  relatives,  regardless  of  the  good 
of  the  schools.  But  individual  interests  should  be  subordinate  to 
the  general  good. 

In  the  long  list  of  applicants  for  teachers’  places  are  several 
promising  graduates  of  the  High  School.  I  would  recommend 
that  all  candidates  be  examined,  and  that  some  be  selected  as 
assistants,  without  pay,  for  our  larger  primary  schools.  They 
should  be  placed  in  the  rooms  arid  under  the  direction  of  our  most 
successful  teachers.  They  could  give  our  overworked  teachers  valu¬ 
able  assistance  in  many  little  things.  They  would  also  have  daily 
practice  in  teaching,  under  the  eye  of  a  skilled  workman.  In  this 
way  they  would  be  enabled  soon  to  take  the  place  of  teachers  that 
are  temporarily  absent;  and  if  they  developed  any  tact,  skill  or 
power  in  teaching,  would  be  prepared  to  manage  successfully  a 
school  of  their  own.  This  scheme  has  been  in  successful  opera¬ 
tion  in  several  towns  of  the  State  during  the  last  year.  There  are 
some  young  ladies  who  would  enter  the  schools  next  term  under  the 
plan  above  suggested. 

COST  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  cost  of  instruction  depends  upon  the  salaries  paid  to  the 
teachers,  but  the  value  oi  such  instruction  depends  upon  the  attain¬ 
ments,  experience  and  skill  of  the  teachers  who  give  it.  Instruction 
may  be  dear  at  any  price  or  it  may  deserve  the  most  liberal  com¬ 
pensation.  The  employing  of  cheap  teachers  to  educate  our  youth 
might  slightly  reduce  the  cost  of  instruction,  but  it  would  be  fatal  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  schools.  A  business  man  in  whose  establish¬ 
ment  there  is  an  important  vacancy,  does  not  close  a  bargain  with 
the  person  who  offers  his  services  at  the  lowest  wages.  He  examines 
into  his  character  and  fitness  for  the  position';  if  found  competent, 
he  hires  him  and  grades  his  pay  according  to  his  work. 

Teachers  who  have  achieved  a  brilliant  success,  or  shown  their 
solid  worth  by  years  of  valued  service,  have  a  just  claim  to  generous 
treatment  and  fair  salaries. 

The  cost  of  the  schools  of  Milford  whether  based  on  the  whole 
number  of  pupils  for  the  year,  or  the  average  number  registered  for 
any  term,  is  less  than  that  of  many  other  towns  of  its  size  in  the 
State. 

I  know  of  no  body  of  teachers  so  poorly  paid  as  the  earnest,  pro¬ 
gressive  teachers  of  your  Primary  grades.  I  would  recommend  that 
the  salaries  of  experienced  and  approved  teachers  in  the  Primary 
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schools  and  in  the  lower  grades  of  the  Grammar  schools,  be  placed 
on  the  same  basis,  which  should  be  length  of  service  and  success  in 
teaching,  regardless  of  the  grade. 

The  present  business  prosperity  of  the  town  may  warrant  some 
increase  in  the  salaries  of  your  oldest  and  ablest  teachers.  The 
addition  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  to  the  school  funds  has  almost  no 
appreciable  effect  ujDon  the  rate  of  taxation.  The  poor  man  who 
has  a  family  of  little  ones  to  educate,  is  the  greatest  sufferer  if  the 
public  schools  are  not  properly  taught  and  wisely  managed.  He 
cannot,  like  his  more  wealthy  neighbor,  send  his  children  away  to 
be  educated  ;  he  must  suffer  without  remedy.  It  therefore  interests 
all  citizens  that  the  best  possible  instruction  should  be  given  in  the 
schools ;  such  instruction  can  be  secured  only  by  the  retention  of 
skilled  teachers  upon  fair  salaries. 

•  • 

MANNERS  AND  MORALS. 

Under  our  American  system  of  education  it  is  not  the  province  of 
the  public  schools  to  impart  religious  instruction,  but  all  moral 
training  falls  within  its  scope.  The  charge  is  often  made  by  the 
daily  press,  that  pure  conservator  of  the  public  morals,  that  the 
schools  are  so  intent  upon  sharpening  the  intellect  that  the  mould¬ 
ing  of  character  is  utterly  neglected.  Though  the  schools  can  only 
'  supplement  the  mightier  influences  of  the  home  and  the  church,  yet 
any  system  of  instruction  which  ignores  the  necessity  for  “  gentle 
manners  and  good  morals,”  fails  in  its  most  essential  work. 

To  represent  that  a  cultivated  and  efficient  corps  of  teachers 
entirely  neglects  the  development  of  character  and  the  refinement 
of  manners  of  their  pupils  is  unjust ;  to  claim  that  the  highest  and 
best  efforts  are  always  exerted,  would  be  untrue. 

First  of  all,  the  teacher  must  be^  not  seem,  what  he  would  lead 
his  pupils  to  become.  Moral  influences  are  most  potent  when  the 
precept  set  forth  is  illustrated  by  a  living  example.  Since  it  is  not 
so  much  by  set,  formal  teachings  that  the  character  of  the  pupil  will 
be  moulded,  as  by  those  silent  forces  which  inliere  in  the  teacher’s 
demeanor  and  character.  It  is  true  that  the  every  day  occurrences 
of  the  school  room,  playground  and  street,  can  furnish  many  a  vivid 
object  lesson  upon  the  beauty  and  power  of  noble  conduct  and  right 
action. 

The  relation  of  pupils  to  each  other,  to  their  teachers  and  parents, 
to  the  civil  authorities  and  to  their  superiors  generally,  will  furnish 
fruitful  themes  for  conversation  in  the  school  room.  Truthfulness, 
honesty,  purity,  obedience,  politeness,  kindness,  generosity,  temper¬ 
ance  in  all  things,  and  industry,  can  be  painted  in  the  most  attrac¬ 
tive  colors,  while  lying,  slander,  stealing,  disobedience,  laziness, 
intemperance  and  the  kindred  horde  of  vices,  can  be  made  odious. 

The  true  teacher,  all  unconsciously,  extends  his  influence  to  the 
home  of  the  pupil.  Aided  by  the  parent,  he  will  lay  deep  and 
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strong  the  noble  elements  of  a  manly,  womanly  character.  If  the 
moral  training  received  from  the  schools  could  be  now  supplemented 
at  home,  as  it  was  one  hundred  fold  “in  the  good  Old  Colony 
times,”  the  charge  of  a  want  of  moral  instruction  and  moral  sensi¬ 
tiveness  would  never  be  brought  against  the  public  schools. 

GENERAL. 

With  gratitude  I  allude  to  the  hold  our  schools  have  upon  the 
public  regard.  The  system  is  accepted ;  the  schools  are  willingly 
supported ;  unkindly  criticism  from  the  patrons  of  the  schools  is 
rare ;  the  improved  attendance,  their  generally  good  discipline,  the 
quiet,  steady  progress  of  their  pupils,  and  the  general  esteem  with 
which  children  and  parents  regard  them,  are  not  suggestive  points 
of  attack.  I  do  not  claim  that  our  schools  are  perfect.  When 
society  is  perfect  we  shall  have  perfect  schools.  No  one  sees  more 
clearly  than  the  writer  that  defects  exist.  I  shall  seem  to  many 
to  have  criticised  with  an  unsparing  pen.  But  whatever  in  man¬ 
agement  or  instruction  shall  withstand  the  trials  of  time  will  be 
carefully  preserved.  The  theories  of  the  present  years,  so  fruitful 
in  more  kindly  and  flexible  means  of  control  and  discipline,  and  in 
more  natural  and  thoughtful  methods  of  teaching,  are  subjected  to 
the  crucial  tests  of  the'  school-room.  The  delusive  dross  is  thrown 
out,  but  the  fine  gold  is  carefully  treasured. 

It  has  been  my  belief  that  our  people  should  have  the  fullest 
information  upon  all  that  concerns  the  schools.  This  very  fullness 
of  knowledge  will  prevent  a  thriving  community  from  seeking 
“  cheap  teaching  and  cheap  schocls.” 

“  What  a  people  or  community  wishes  to  become,  it  should  put 
into  its  schools.”  For  the  standing  of  the  schools  of  to-day  will 
largely  determine  the  character  of  the  men  and  women  of  years  to 
come.  No  community  can  be  truly  prosperous  that  does  not  make 
liberal  provision  for  the  intellectual  and  moral  training  of  its 
children.  Moreover,  the  stability  of  republican  institutions  de¬ 
pends  on  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people ;  but  general 
intelligence  can  be  secured  only  through  the  public  school.  These 
free  schools,  therefore,  should  furnish  that  education  which  will 
qualify  our  youth  not  only  to  enter  upon  all  honorable  fields  of 
labor,  but  also  to  discharge  intelligently  those  weighty  obligations 
which  rest  upon  American  citizens. 

The  requirements  of  this  century,  restless  with  bodily  and  mental 
activity,  demand  a  more  extended  knowledge  and  a  higher  intel¬ 
lectual  culture  than  formerly  would  suffice  for  a  proper  performance 
of  one’s  duty  to  himself  and  to  the  State.  Our  schools  must 
broaden  and  deepen  their  instructions  with  each  succeeding 
generation. 

It  has  seemed  a  pre-eminent  duty  of  my  fellow  teachers  and  my¬ 
self,  to  keep  constantly  before  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  those 
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motives  to  industry  and  those  principles  of  virtue  from  which 
springs  all  that  is  prosperous  in  the  State,  eminent  in  scholarship, 
or  noble  in  character. 

In  closing  this  report  I  should  fail  in  a  pleasant  duty,  did  I  not 
acknowledge  the  eagerness  of  your  faithful  teachers  to  carry  out  my 
plans  for  the  good  of  the  schools.  . 

And,  gentlemen,  I  must  express  my  appreciation  of  the  unvary¬ 
ing  courtesy,  constant  support  and  unanimous  indorsement  with 
which  you  have  honored  me. 


JOHN  W.  ALLARD, 

Supermtendent  of  Schools. 


February  14,  1881. 


School  Statistics,  1880-81. 


Whole  number  of  different  scholars,  .....  2,301 

“  “  last  year, . 2,373 

Number  of  boys,  ........  1,206 

Number  of  girls,  ........  1,095 

Number,  of  boys  over  15  years  old,  ....'.  106 

Number  of  girls  “  “  .....  100 

Average  daily  attendance,  ......  1,542 

*  “  “  “  last  year, . 1,678 

Number  of  visits  made  by  the  Superintendent,  .  .  .  679 

By  the  Committee,  ........  68 

By  citizens,  .........  2,428 

Number  of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  .  .  1,874 

Number  in  1880,  ........  2,032 

Number  of  teachers,  ........  42 

Whole  number  of  scholars  since  Sept.  1,  .  .  .  .  1,884 

Average  attendance  since  Sept.  1,  ....  .  1,481 


The  whole  number  enrolled  during  the  year  is  72  smaller  than 
last  year.  The  average  attendance  is  96  smaller.  Nearly  200  girls 
joined  the  Parochial  School  in  September.  Since  the  first  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  over  fifty  pupils  from  the  private  schools  have  entered  the  public 
schools  ;  many  more  intend  to  enter. 

Three  teachers  have  closed  their  connection  with  the  schools. 

>* 

Mr.  Hale  and  Miss  Godfrey  retired  from  the  High  School  in  June. 
Miss  Maggie  L.  Murphy,  for  several  years  principal  of  the  West 
Street  School,  was  taken  suddenly  ill  in  the  March  vacation,  and 
died  March  18th,  1880. 

Miss  Murphy  was  a  graduate  of  the  High  School  and  also  of  the 
Training  School.  Her  sudden  death  was  mourned  in  a  wide. circle 
of  friends  and  relatives.  Her  earnestness  of  purpose  and  kindness 
of  heart  had  so  endeared  her  to  her  pupils  that  during  her  illness 
their  hearts  and  thoughts  were  all  with  her.  When  informed  of  her 
death  the  uncontrollable  and  long  continued  sorrow  of  the  children 
made  the  scene  touching  beyond  description.  She  died  at  the 
early  age  of  24  years. 

♦The  average  daily  attendance  last  year  was  1,638. 


Tabular  Summary. 


SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

Whole  No. 
of  Different 
Scholars. 

Average 

Daily 

ttendance. 

^  o; 

W) 

rt  s 

Si  1 

a;  ^ 

BOYS.  1  GIRLS 

< 

Oi  < 

HIGH. 


H.  W.  Lull,  Prmcipal, . 

92 

97 

135 

F.  B.  Sherburne,  Sub-Master,  .... 

Anna  M.  Bancroft,  Assistant,  .... 

Mary  A.  Parkhurst,  “  .... 

GRAMMAR. 


Park,  No.  1,  .  . 

Jennie  A.  Whiting, . 

35 

38 

40 

96 

“  2,  .  . 

Mary  J.  Kelley, . 

49 

40 

41 

92 

“  3,  .  . 

Jennie  M.  Russell, . .  .  . 

56 

43 

42 

93 

“  4,  .  . 

Mallie  F.  Gleason, . 

48 

35 

35 

95 

North,  No.  1,  .  . 

Helen  F.  Fames, . 

28 

30 

29 

97 

“  2,  .  . 

Alice  B.  Chapin, . 

46 

21 

25 

90 

“  3,  .  . 

Ellen  A.  Moriarty, . 

53 

29 

36 

92 

“  4,  .  . 

Mary  F.  Devine, . 

53 

27 

35 

93 

South,  No.  1,  .  . 

Edward  Day, . 

50 

39 

51 

96 

“  2,  .  . 

Carrie  V.  Saddler, . 

50 

48 

46 

96 

“  3,  .  . 

Lilia  A.  Cook, . 

59 

53 

44 

94 

“  4,  .  . 

Mary  F.  Aylward, . 

41 

38 

32 

92 

Claflin,  No.  2,  .  . 

Kate  E.  Martin, . 

39 

37 

41 

93 

“  3,  .  . 

Ada  A.  Skinner, . 

46 

43 

39 

86 

“  4,  .  . 

Faustina  M.  Knight, . 

58 

31 

38 

87 

Hopedale,  .  .  . 

Eva  E.  Aldrich, . 

24 

29 

.  44 

87 

North  Purchase,  . 

Carrie  L.  Harris, . 

24 

34 

37 

86 

PRIMARY. 


Old  Town  House, 

Annie  L.  Bell, . 

64 

33 

44 

97 

it  <t 

Julia  M.  Barry, . 

44 

57 

56 

93 

West  Street,  .  . 

Susan  E.  Inman, . 

Maggie  F.  Madden, . 

26 

28 

29 

91 

tt 

✓ 

48 

46 

52 

89 

Chapin  Street,  .  . 

S.  Eldora  Sheldon, . 

44 

35 

37 

94 

it 

Emilie  T.  Hart, . 

63 

44 

54 

91 

Claflin,  .... 

Eva  W.  Cook, . ^ 

47 

48 

41 

95 

Annie  E.  Sheldon, . 

42 

38 

37 

91 

41 

Kate  Chapin, . 

52 

46 

42 

85 

Hoboken,  .  .  . 

Delia  E.  Gleason, . 

36 

25 

34 

91 

Fountain  Street,  . 
North  Purchase,  , 

Jennie  L.  Goodrich, . 

13 

17 

19 

82 

Augusta  A.  Cay, . 

36 

34 

43 

86 

Plains,  .... 

Sarah  F.  Burns, . 

31 

44 

35 

92 

it  • 

Mary  E.  Cochran, . 

57 

52 

56 

83 

Hopedale,  .  .  . 

Mary  J.  Kelley,  2d, . 

61 

32 

50 

85 

DISTRICT. 


Silver  Hill,  ... 

Amanda  C.  Scammell, . 

13 

8 

13 

86 

City, . 

Hannah  M.  Broderick, . 

18 

12 

15 

93 

South  Milford, .  . 

Minnie  L,  Mann, . 

Kate  A.  Wallace, . 

20 

14 

22 

91 

Bear  Hill,  .  .  . 

.  20 

20 

27 

89 

Braggville,  .  .  . 

Susan  R.  Broderick, . 

18 

8 

17 

93 

Deerbrook,  .  .  . 

Kate  McNamara, . 

10 

3 

9 

95 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MILFORD 


CONTAINING  REPORTS 


OF  THE 


‘Collector,  Treasurer,  Selectmen,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  School 
Committee,  Engineers,  Board  of  Health,  Town  Clerk, 
and  Trustees  of  the  Town  Library 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  FEBRUARY  lo,  1883. 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 

MILFORD  JOURNAL  STEAM  JOB  PRINT. 
1883  . 


To  The  Yoters  of  Milford. 


In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  town  and  of  custom  y 
we  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures  of  the  town  for  the  year  ending  February  10,  1883. 

COLLECTION  OF  TAXES. 

The  mode  of  collecting  the  taxes  and  the  time  of  doing  so,  as  or¬ 
dered  by  vote  of  the  town,  has  greatly  retarded  their  collection  for 
1882 ;  but  notwithstanding  this,  the  veiy  efficient  collector,  Mr^ 
Wood,  makes  a  ver}’  good  showing. 

HIGHWAYS. 

The  highway  department  has  furnished  labor  and  material  to  the 
amount  of  $1203.37,  to  private  parties,  which  sum  has  been  paid  to 
the  treasurer,  with  the  exception  of  $47.70  clue  from  Mr.  F.  Swa- 
sej',  which  leaves  the  net  cost  of  highways  for  the  year  at  $7722.57. 

EaiW  last  Spring,  we  expended  nearly  $900  to  put  the  Upton 
road  in  first-class  condition,  which  we  thought  it  would  be  econom}^ 
to  do  before  removing  the  crusher  to  the  park.  We  also  replanked 
the  bridge  at  Hopedale,  at  a  cost  of  over  $200.  This  left  a  verj^ 
small  amount  with  which  to  keep  the  roads  in  repair  through  the- 
year ;  but  with  the  help  of  a  new  scraper,  which  we  purchased  at  a- 
cost  of  $150.00,  and  the  good  management  of  the  superintendent, 
we  believe  the  roads  have  been  greatly  improved  during  the  year, 
notwithstanding  the  great  damage  done  them  in  excavating  by  the 
Water  Company  and  the  earth-settling  where  pipes  were  laid  last- 
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3'ear.  We  have  also  drawn  over  one  thousand  loads  of  stone  to-  the 
park  and  the  old  School  street  bnrying-gronnd  the  past  year.  We 
think  it  vv(hild  be  econom}*  for  the  town  to  appropriate  at  least 
$9000  for  highway  s  for  the  coming  year,  as  there  should  be  a  large 
amount  of  stone  crushed  and  put  on  the  roads.  This  would  put 
them  in  a  condi'  ion  where  they  could  be  kept  in  repair  at  a  greatly 
.reduced  expense. 

OLD  BILLS. 

All  the  old  bills  owed  the  town  for  sidewalks,  use  of  lockup,  etc., 
that  are  collectible,  have  been  collected.  The  bills  against  parties 
for  entering  the  sewer  remain  uncollected,  as  we  could  see  no  law^- 
ful  way  of  collecting  them. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1882. 


Highways .  $7700  00 

Town  Incidentals .  5500  OO" 

Street  Lights .  2400  00 

Library .  900  00 

School  Incidentals .  800  00 

Care  of  Schoolhouses .  3000  00 

Repair  of  Schoolhonses .  1000  00 

Fuel  for  Schoolhouses . - .  1000  00 

Teaching  School .  16000  00 

Superintendent  of  Schools . 1500  00 

Evening  School . * .  500  00 

Support  of  Poor .  10000  00 

Military  Aid . 800  00 

New  Hose . ? .  1000  00 

Incidentals  of  Fire  Department .  1200  00 

Pa}^  of  Members  of  Fire  Department .  2500  00 

I  Interest . 8500  00 

Repairs  on  Engine  Houses .  200  00 

Town  Park .  100  00 

Decoration  Da}’ .  100  00 

Sidewalks .  1000  00 

Town  Debt .  2000  00 

State  Tax .  5720  00 

County  Tax .  3800  00 


$75,220.00 


Collector’s  Report. 


J.  D.  HUNT,  Collector  for  1875.  - 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  10,  1881 .  §43  70 

Feb.  13,  1882 .  43  70 


J.  D.  HUNT,  Collector  for  1876. 

Dr. 

Balan^  uncollected  Feb.  8,  1881 .  $63  02 

Cr, 

Bv  abatements .  7  50 

«/ 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  13,  1882 .  $55  52 


J.  D.  HUNT,  Collector  for  1877. 

Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  13,  1881 .  $321  65 

Cr. 

By  abatements .  $49  20 

Deed  of  C.  Noyes  property .  46  50 

Deed  of  A.  E.  Mathews .  43  15 

•  -  $138  85 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  13,  1882..' .  $183  80 


JOSEPH  H.  WOOD,  Collector  for  1881. 

Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  13,  1882 .  $2,722  59 

Cr. 

$1,922  58 
800  01 


Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer 
Abatements . 


$2,722  5t^ 


G 


JOSEPH  H.  WOOD,  Collector  for  1882. 


Dr. 


Taxes  committed  in  1882 

Assessed  since . . 

Interest  collected . 


$78,994  85 
207  76 
45  50 


Cr. 


$79,248  11 


Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer . $70,793  66 

Paid  County  tax .  3,815  00 

Abatements .  661  29 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  15,  1883 .  3,978  16 

- $79,248  11 

Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer,  discount  for  earl}'  pa}'- 

ment  of  Count}'  tax .  SI 5  00 


JOSEPH  H.  WOOD,  Collector. 

Sidewalk  taxes  assessed  from  1875  to  1882. 

Dr. 

$394  57 
5  57 


Taxes  committed 
Assessed  since.. 


$400  14 

Cr. 

Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer .  $343  13 

Abatements .  57  01 

-  $400  14 


JOSEPH  H.  WOOD,  Collector. 
Sidewalk  taxes  for  1882. 

Dr. 


Taxes  committed .  $925  50 

Cr. 

Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer. .  $852  38 

Abatements .  43  52 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  15,  1883 .  29  60 


$925  50 


Treasurer’s  Eeport. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  FEBRUARY  10,  1883. 

RECEIPTS. 

-Amount  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  Februaiy  6,  1882 . $23,532  04 

Borrowed  of  Milford  Savings  Bank .  5,000  00 

Received  of 

-J.  H.  Wood,  Collector,  tax  for  1881 . 1,922  58 

“  “  “  1882  .  70,793  66 

“  “  early  pa3’ment  County  tax . .  '  15  00 

-DanT  A.  Gleason,  State  Treasurer,  viz : 

Corporation  tax .  6,170  88 

Bank  tax .  1,117  42 

State  aid .  4,477  50 

Militar}’  aid .  987  00 

Rent  of  armor}' . 300  00 

School  fund . 186  49 

-Edward  A.  Brown,  County  Treasurer,  dog  tax .  476  66 

Kidder,  Peabod}^  &  Cc.,  interest  on  Hopkinton  Railroad 

bonds . 489  00 

'B.  H.  Montague,  rent  of  Town  Hall .  506  54 

“  “  lock-up .  541  00 

•  S.  W.  Hayward,  “  “  .  34  50 

F.  J.  Dutcher,  rent  for  evening  school  room .  25  00 

Nathan’s  circus,  license .  30  00 

A.  Hixon,  auctioneer’s  license .  2  00 

■J.  P.  Gallagher,  “  “  2  00 

J.  F.  Morrison,  “  “  2  00 

J.  H.  Wood,  “  “  2  00 
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David  Quinn,  billiard  license .  2  00* 

Alfred  Goucher,  “  “  2  00^ 

Thos.  Kelly,  “  “  2  00 

Timothy  Ryan,  “  “  . •' . .  2  00’ 

Patrick  Baxter,  “  “  2  00* 

W.  A.  Pond,  “  “  2  00' 

John  Cronan,  “  “  2  00 

Chas.  Gillon,  “  “  2  00' 

Lyman  Cheney,  “  .  2  00 

M.  J.  Walsh,  “  “  2  00^ 

James  McGint}’,  “  “  2  00 

Owen  O’Keefe,  “  “  2  00 

John  P.  Mahar,  “  . .  2  00 

Biyan  Manion,  ‘‘  “  2  00 

Chas.  Waters,  “  “  .  2'00‘ 

L.  A.  Cook,  use  of  water .  20  00 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  repairs  on  street  crossings  . .  12  60* 

Wm.  B.  Hale,  work  done .  35  80 

Alfred  Goucher,  “  “  .  31  37 

Dr.  Hurlburt,  concrete  walk .  8  60' 

Wm.B.  Vesey,  “  “  .  10  00 

Baptist  Societ}',  “  “  .  11  OO* 

I.  Farnum,  12  00 

L.  R.  Walker  and  C.  R.  Scott,  concrete  walk .  12  60 

Per  J.  H.  Wood,  for  concrete  walks,  as  follows : 

R.  Plstabrook .  21  93* 

Mrs.  Skillings .  29  80 

F.  J.  Burgess .  11  70’ 

B.  J.  Butts .  10  00 

W.  B.  Humphre}^ .  18  70 

George  Draper .  25  07 

Moses  Tarbell .  12  00' 

Charles  Williams . 12  00 

Universalist  Society .  24  00’ 

John  O’Neil . . .  31  26* 

A.  A.  Coburn .  31  30 

M.  A.  Blunt . 28  OO’ 

F.  O.  Mason .  25  20’ 

Wm.  Sheehan .  16  70- 

Luther  P.  Jones .  20  52 

Joseph  Williams .  24  90’ 

J.  H.  Wood,  collections  for  concrete  walks,  1882.  852  38 « 

Per  Wm.  L.  Billings,  work  done,  as  follows : 

Milford  Fire  Department .  4  00’ 

G.  N.  Ha3'ward . 3  50 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Winn .  75 

Martin  Tiernan .  75 

George  B.  Inman .  127  95 

L.  T.  Tongas .  3  00^ 


Edward  Havward .  18  25^ 

L.  H.  Cook .  5  50‘ 

Mrs.  A.  Tha^’er....  . .  43  00 

I.  N.  Davis .  7  50 

G.  M.  Greene .  3  00 

F.  J.  Dutcner .  4  00* 

Bartlett  &  Ellis .  33  35 

W.  J.  Bartlett .  48  88  ’ 

F.  J.  Hoyt .  2  25 

Win.  B.  Hale .  34  82 

Mr.  Dillon .  1  00 

Patrick  Neason .  6  50 

David  Newgent .  50 

Mr.  Rogers .  50’ 

D.  S.  Chapin .  7  50 

George  F.  Birch .  .  1  00 

Wright  &  Waterhouse. . . .  5  00^ 

J.  W.  Roberts . 22  50 

Heath  &  Rice . 36  35 

S.  S.  Cook .  10  00 

Eliott  Alden .  6  00 

John  Quinn .  1  50- 

M.  A.  Blunt .  106  48 

R.  C.  Hill .  3  75 

L.  Fairbanks .  1  00 

P.  B.  Wakefield .  50^ 

L.  B.  Chapman .  6  00 

A.  T.  Wilkinson .  6  20 

D.  Gorman .  2  00 

Dr.  J.  A.  Fay .  54  50 

Mr.  Lyons .  1  00- 

George  Whitney .  50 

John  Mack .  3  00 

C.  A.  Dewe}^ .  5  00 

S.  C.  Sumner .  5  00 

Colburn,  Fuller  &  Co .  29  25- 

T.  J.  Sheldon .  11  25 

Patrick  Lynch .  3  00' 

S.  P.  Carpenter .  33  00 

S.  Mathewson .  2  50^ 

John  Stratton . 5  00 

J.  F.  Stratton .  34  40 

John  Sexton . . . : .  4  50' 

Leonard  Hunt .  79  58 

N.  K.  Sprague .  75 

J.  R.  Davis . 3  00 

Milo  Sadler .  50 

John  Taft .  5  25 

Everett  Cheney* .  1  OO 
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G.  B.  Knight .  3  00 

Jones  &  IShippee . 12  00 

^Joshua  Sawyer . 5  00 

Mrs.  Skillings .  5  00 

JohnGillon .  ^  75 

Charles  Fletcher .  7  50 

M.  P.  Callanan .  31  45 

D.  B.  Rockwood . 2  50 

P.  McGany .  2  75 

•  Geo.  P.  Cooke .  2  00 

W.  H.  Ring .  3  75 

Dr.  Russell .  1  00 

C.C.  Smith....  . .  7  50  ' 

J  ames  Igoe .  5  00 

John  L.  Mead . . .  7  50 

B.  H.  Spaulding .  64  87 

Moses  Jo}' .  193  22 

-Milford  Music  Hall  Association,  town  license .  23  00 

Estate  Abigail  H.  Adams,  interest  of  same  to  be  applied 

to  care  of  her  lot  in  Pine  Grove  cemetery .  100  00 

Mary  E.  Buck,  interest  of  same  to  be  applied  to  care  of 

John  Schofield’s  lot  in  Vernon  Grove  cemetery..  50  00 

-  James  McGinty,  liquor  license .  125  00 

•  John  Cronan,  .  100  00 

George  W.  Bailey,  “  125  00 

Charles  E.  Waters,  125  00 

Maurice  Nelligan,  “  100  00 

William  A.  Pond,  “  125  00 

'  T.  F.  R^’an,  100  00 

Patrick  feillon,  “  125  00 

Patrick  Gillon,  “  175  00 

Elizabeth  Ward,  “  100  00 

-John  Dillon,  “  .  100  00 

Dennis  Kelle}^  »  “  .  100  00 

Alfred  Goucher,  “  125  00 

J.  &  F.  H.  Wood,  “  125  00 

L.  R.  Hazard,  “  175  00 

‘  Thomas  McGee,  “  100  00 

Thomas  Quirk,  “  125  00 

L3’man  Chene}’,  “  125  00 

-John  Stratton,  175  00 

William  Sheehan,  “  125  00 

David  Quinn,  100  00 

Br^’an  Manion,  “  125  00 

Patrick  Baxter,  100  00 

James  Bradley,  .  “  .  125  00 

Patrick  Wallace,  “  100  00 

Edward  J.  Gallagher,  ...  .  100  00 

/David  Nugent,  “  .  100  00 
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M.  J.  Welch,  “  125  00 

John  Rogers,  “  100  00 

Thomas  Kell}',  “  125  00 

A.  H.  Sweet,  “  75  00 

Wm.  M.  Purker,  “  75  00 

Martin  Tiernan,  “  100  00 

Kate  Fitzgerald  “  100  00 

Thomas  Dolan,  “  175  00 

Ann  McArdle,  “  100  00 

Kate  McCormick,  “  . .  .* .  50  00 

John  McGrath,  “  125  00 

H.  K.  Morgan,  “  75  00 

J.  A.  Rice,  ‘‘  75  00 

C.  H.  Gillon,  “  125  00 

T.  B.  Bailey,  “  75  00 

J.  F.  Stratton  &  Bro.,  “  125  00 

J.  F.  Stratton  &  Bro.,  “  175  00 

Owen  O’Keefe,  “  100  00 

Elizabeth  Tobin,  “  •  .  50  00 

John  FI}'!!!!,  “  100  00 

Timothy  McNamara,  .  12  ^  00 

William  R.  Burke,  ‘‘  125  00 

Albert  Laveiy,  .  100  00 

Mrs.  Michael  Tulley,  “  50  00 

Patrick  Flanoigan,  “  100  00 

John  P.  Mahar,  “  100  00 

Patrick  Reynolds,  “  100  00 

Patrick  Hiiferty,  “  100  00 

Thomas  Cauley,  “  100  00 

Mary  Butler,  “  50  00 

John  W.  Hoppin,  “  160  42 

John  O’Keefe,  . . .  100  00 


•  $125,852  67 

Paid  on  Selectmen’s  orders . . .  95,040  32 


Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer  to  balance .  $  30,812  35 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ETHAN  C.  CLAFLIN,  Treasurer. 


Selectmen’s  Eeport. 


HIGHLY  AY  DEPARTMENT. 

William  L.  Billings,  labor  on  highways .  $5,001  37 

“  salary .  720  00 

John  Claflin,  breaking  roads .  27  60 

Charles  Pennell,  bill . . . . .  45  00 

T.  C.  Eastman,  grain .  699  32 

Stevens,  Crosby  &  Co.,  bill. . .  79  01 

G.  A.  Sherburne,  bill . . .  15  50 

Charles  F.  Davis,  breaking  roads .  3  15 

C.  O.  Woodbury,  labor  (1881) .  58  3J 

“  ‘‘  “  (1882) .  699  96 

H.  C.  Scott,  bill . r .  3  70 

J.  Simonds,  bill . . .  29  90 

B.  H.  Spaulding,  labor  and  team .  56  67 

M.  A.  Aldrich,  haj" .  47  00 

Samuel  Walker,  oil  bill .  3  40 

W.  Pk  Johnson,  road  scraper .  150  00 

Pheld  Bros.,  bill .  146  38 

P.  Cunniff,  breaking  roads .  3  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  bill .  85  94 

Hopedale  Machine  Co.,  bill .  11‘40 

Henry  Willard,  labor .  6  77 

Chapman  &  Winn,  bill .  15  75 

D.  B.  Rockwood,  “  . 40  85 

Bartlett  &  tJlis,  “  .  171  ^9 

C.  T.  &  H.  S.  Crosby, .  150  38 

Ira  Ide,  ‘‘  113  21 

E.  J.  Prentice,  “  . 60  90 

James  Bergin,  repairs  on  bridge .  ‘  1  06 

Barney  &  Son,  bill .  7  94 

R.  Pk  Foster,  rent  of  barn .  . . .  50  00 

Aaron  Claflin,  bill. .. .  . . .  2  00 

South  Boston  Iron  Co.,  castings .  47  90 

J.  11.  Wood,  ha}’ .  148  90 

H.  C.  Cushman,  bill .  46  14 

D.  B.  Jenks,  bill . .  t  •  .  1  00 

B.  &  A.  Railroad  Co.,  freight . .  ...  2  37 

Pk  Bates,  plank  for  Hopedale  bridge . .  172  85 


88,925  94 
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INCIDENTAL  DEPARTMENT. 


James  G.  Hill,  ringing  bell . 

O.  D.  Holmes,  night  watcn  and  other  service . 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  bills . 

Martin  Broderick,  services . 

B.  H.  Montague,  janitor  services  (1881) . 

George  B.  Blake,  services,  Board  of  Health  (1881) 
W.  J.  Clarke,  “  “  “  “ 

Boston  &  Alban}'  freight  bills . 

P.  McGarrv,  assessor  service  (1881) . 

“  ‘‘  “  (1882) . 

E.  F.  Holbrook,  “  “  (1881) . 

“  “  “  “  (1882) . 

J.  H.  Wood,  services  as  collector . 

H.  C.  Scott,  rent  of  armory . 

John  Usher,  use  of  vrater . 

S.  C.  Sumner,  check-list . 

A.  J.  Sumner,  services  as  assessor . 

A.  A.  Burrill,  counting  votes.  . . 

S.  C.  Wrightington,  state  poor . 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing . 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  bill . 

Dr.  Mackin,  services.  Board  of  Health  (1881)  . .  . . 

Hapgood  &  Mayhew,  team  for  assessors . 

A.  \^^  Keene,  special  police  (1881) . 

‘‘  “  “  “  (1882) . 


Chapman  &  Winn,  bill . 

George  F.  Birch,  services.  Overseer  of  Poor. 

I.  N.  Crosbv,  services.  Selectman . 

Wm.B.  Haie,  “  “  . 

D.  J.  Cronan,  “  “  . 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal . 

King  &  Billings,  bill . 

Moses  Joy,  jr.,  surveying . 

Richard  Taft,  work  on  town  house . 

E.  C.  Claflin,  services . 

“  ‘‘  travel  and  postage . 

“  “  use  of  water . 

Field  Bros.,  bill . 

W.  E.  Cheney,  posting  notices . 

L.  Fairbanks,  care  of  burial  lots . 

“  return  of  deaths . 

D.  A.  Gleason,  corporation  tax . 

Town  of  Ashland,  Cherry  family  (small-pox) 

M.  J.  Buike,  return  of  deaths . 

T.  E.  Morse,  bill . 

J.  D.  &  A.  F.  Shippee,  charcoal . 

M.  W.  Edwards,  return  of  deaths . 


$  10  00 
122  00 
125  01 

4  00 
300  00 

85  00 
50  00 
13  42 
10  00 

207  50 
16  25 

200  00 
462  18 
200  00 

5  00 
13  00 

278  43 

3  00 
61  82 

285  50 
10  45 
15  00 
10  00 
125  00 
100  00 
10  29 
100  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
135  03 

4  25 
15  00 

4  00 
250  00 

21  50 

5  00 

6  50 
1  00 

-27  00 
15  00 

1  78 

208  82 
15  00 

2  53 
10  50 

9  75 
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J.  Madden,  services  as  overseer .  100  00 

I.  N.  Crosbv,  “  Board  of  Health .  15  00 

Lewis  Hayden,  recording  births,  deaths,  etc .  127  55 

“  postage  and  express .  6  55 

“  “  Town  clerk .  75  00 

Selectmen’s  clerk .  50  00 

G.  W.  Stacv,  bill . .  .10  67 

James  Bergin,  bill .  30  95 

H.  W.  Clapp  &  Co.,  caps  for  sewer .  13  60 

A.  J.  Sumner,  writing  warrant... .  1  00 


$4,735  83 


GAS  AND  STREKT  LIGHTS. 

.Milford  Gas  Light  Co .  $2,010  95 

Globe  “  486  34 

1.  W.  Sweet,  lighting .  32  00 

Henry  Connors  “  4  00 

Thomas  Egan  “  16  00 


$2,549  29 


TOWN  LIBRARY. 

J.  E.  Walker,  dogta.x .  $  214  81 

‘‘  treasurer .  1,138  33 


$1,353  14 


MONEY  BORROWED  AND  PAID. 

Milford  Savings  Bank . . .  $5,000  00 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

F.  J.  Diitcher,  on  orders  for  1882 . $23,088  68 

“  “  “  1881 .  86  45 


$23,175  13 


•  SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Elias  Whitney . $10,600  00 
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STATE  AND  MILITARY  AID. 

E.  C.  Cliiflin,  paid  state  aid . . .  $4,283  OO^- 

‘‘  military  aid .  1,436  00 


$5,719  00  ' 


MILFORD  WATER  COMPANY. 

Use  of  hydrants .  $1,400  00^ 


PAY  OF  MEMBERS,  M.  F.  D. 

H.  C.  Skinner . ‘ .  $2900  00' 


INCIDENTALS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

H.  C.  Skinner .  $800  00/ 


NEW  HOSE,  M.  F.  D. 

T~L  C.  Skinner .  $994 


REPAIRS  OF  ENGINE  HOUSES. 

H.  C.  Skinner . . .  $200  00- 


INTEREST. 

Milford  Savings  Bank .  $3549  31- 

Boston  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank .  825  00' 

D.  A.  Gleason,  on  note .  2100  00 

Worcester  Count}"  Institute  for  Savings .  300  00 

Sarah  F.  Pierce,  note .  25  00" 

Milford  Fire  Insurance  Company,  note .  90  00 

Hide  and  Leather  Bank .  2325  00  • 

Sarah  F.  Pierce,  note . . .  8  00- 


$9222  SI- 


TOWN  PARK. 

James  Bowen,  labor . . . .  .  $  3  00  ' 

Dennis  Sullivan,  “  . 2  25.'' 

Wm.  Britton,  “  . 4  23 

S.  A.  Vant,  “  1881-2 .  30  80 

Thomas  O’Brien,  “  1881 .  70- 

Timothy  Lane,  “  .  f)  25 

Chapman  &  Winn,  seats .  21  00 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting  seats  and  band  stand .  25  09* 

C.  S.  W.  Day,  labor .  18  00 

»  _ _ _ 

$110  32." 
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TOWN  HISTORY. 

-Ijithotype  Printing  Co .  $  50  00 

Printing .  1525  00 

$1575  00 

DECORATION  DAY. 

B.  H.  Montague .  $100  00 


SIDEWALKS. 

A.  S.  Sampson  &  Co.,  for  concrete .  $1780  15 

James  S.  Sherman,  curbstone .  48  10 

Elbridge  &  Beatty,  bill .  7  08 

•Chapman  &  Winn,  bill  .  12  72 

Wm.  L.  Billings,  gravel  walks  and  resetting  curbstone.  334  00 

$2182  05 

CONCRETE  CROSSINGS. 

A.  S.  Sampson  &  Co...- .  $556  71 


STATE  TAX. 

■State  Treasurer .  $5720  00 


NATIONAL  BANK  TAX. 

State  Treasurer .  $2530  07 


LIQUOR  LICENSES. 

State  Treasurer  received .  $1596  35 


PINE  STREET. 

Wm.  L.  Billings,  labor  on  Mrs.  Thayer’s  lot. . .  $150  00 

jR,  Carroll,  stone  work,  (1881) . . .  17  25 


$167  25 
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EDWARDS  SEWER  SUIT. 

D.  L.  Wilkinson,  services . .  $  37  00 

H.  E.  Fales,  services  as  attorne}’ .  75  00 

J.  B.  Bancroft,  witness .  6  50 

James  R.  Davis,  witness . 8  50 

'  T.  G.  Kent,  services  and  witness  fees .  282  00 

J.  S.  Mead,  witness  fees .  6  50 

I.  N.  Davis,  “  5  00 

Wm.  L.  Billings,  witness  fees . .* .  5  00 

M.  P.  Callanan  “  . .  3  50 

A.  W.  Keene,  ‘‘  .  29  35 


$458  35 


TOWN  VS.  LOVINA  H.  COOK— DRAIN  SUIT. 

Peter  McCabe,  services  at  Worcester .  $1  50 

O.  D.  Holmes,  witness  fees .  57  20 


$58.70 


TOWN  HALL  AND  LOCKUP  ACCOUNT. 

B.  H.  Montague,  services  janitor  of  hall .  ‘  $200  00 

“  “  “  “  “  lockup. .  100  00 

“  “  supplies  for  lockup .  10  79 

“  “  ‘‘  and  repairs . 44  90 

M.  P.  Callanan,  supplies . 54  46 


$410.15 


TOWN  DEBT  PAID. 

Sarah  F.  Pierce,  note . .  $500  00 

Milford  Fire  Insurance  Compan}"  note .  1500  00 


$2,000,00 


TOWN  DEBT. 

Milford  town  bonds . . . $40,000  00 

Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  town  bonds. ........  30,000  00 

Park  notes . . .  5,000  00 

Hide  and  Leather  Bank,  railroad  bonds .  50,000  00 

State  Treasurer. . .  * . . .  30,000.00 


$155,000.00 
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MONEY  LEFT  BY  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  PERSONS 
FOR  CARE  OF  BURIAL  LOTS,  AND  WHICH  THE 

TOWN  NOW  OWES. 

Sarah  M.  Whipple .  $100  00 

-Mrs. 'Fheroii  Holbrook . 100  00 

Mrs.  Obediah  Albee .  100  00 

Will.  B.  D3'er . 150  00 

Heirs  of  S.  Dean .  100  00 

Abigail  H.  Adams .  100  00 

Mary  E.  Buck .  50  00 


$700  00 


ASSETS  OF  THE  TOWN. 

Seventy-five  shares  Hopkinton  Railroad .  $7500  00 

Bonds  of  Hopkinton  Railroad .  7500  00 

d.  D.  Hunt,  taxes  1875 .  43  70 

‘‘  1876 .  55  52 

“  1877 .  183  80 

d.  H.  Wood,-  “  1882.... . 3978  16 

“  •  “  “  sidewalk .  29  60 

Casli  in  treasury..'.’.’.'. . .i .  30812  35 

Due  from  Park  Coirirhissidiiers,  for  grass .  69  87 

Land  and  gravel  pit,  Green  street. . .  150  00 

Due  for  State  Aid . 4283  00 

Due  for  Military  Aid .  718  00 

B.  D.  Godfre}',  due  for  labor  and  team .  7  00 

B.  F.  Holbroolv,  for  entering  Main  street  sewer. ......  50  00 

Henry  C.  Scott  “  “  “  “  .......  62  50 

Milford  Music  Hall  Compaii}',  for  entering  Main  street 

sewer . 175  00 

Mrs.  L.  H.  Cook,  claim  b}^  order  Board  of  Health.  .. . .  213  08 

Fred  Swasev,  due  for  labor  and  material .  47  70 


I 

RECAPITULATION  OF  ORDERS  DRAWN. 

Highway's . $8,925  94 

In  c  identals,  town . . . .  4, 735  83 

Street  lights  and  gas .  2,549  29 

Town  library .  1,353  14 

Mone}' borrowed  and  paid .  5,000  00 

School  department .  *23,175  13 

Support  of  poor .  10,600  00 


State  aid .  4,283  00 

Military  aid .  1,436  00 

Milford  water  company . 1,400  00 

Incidentals  fire  department .  800  00 

New  hose,  M.  F.  D .  994  73 

Repairs  engine  houses .  200  00 

Pay  of  members  M.  F.  D .  2,900  00 

Interest .  9,222  31 

Town  park .  110  32 

Town  history . 1,575  00* 

Decoration  Da}’ .  100  00 

Sidewalks .  2,182  05^’ 

Concrete  crossings .  556  71 

State  tax . 5,720  00* 

National  Bank  tax . 2,530  07' 

Liquor  Licenses . . .  1,596  35’ 

Pine  stieet .  167  25* 

Edsvards  sewer  suit . 458  35 

Town  vs.  Lovina  H.  Cook,  drain  suit . 58  70 

Town  Hall  and  lock-up  account .  410  15 

Tuwndeiit... .  2,000  00' 


$95,040  32: 

WM.  B.  HALE,  )  •Selectmen 
D.  J.  CRONAN,  f  of 
I.  N.  CROSBY,  )  Milford. 


Eeport  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


.  .  expp:nsp:s  at  the  farm. 

Sled . . . . . $  3  (M> 

Kindlings . 1  50 

T)ry  goods . . 82  58 

^-Cattle  bought. .  202  OO 

'Whitewashing . 14  00 

Soft  soap . 21  00 

Stockbridge  and  lime . 27  50 

Labor . . .  547  72 

Meat . . . 384  01 

Fish .  235  18 

Clothing . G1  00 

Medicine  and  medical  attendance .  61  31 

Ladders,  two .  5  52 

Newspa[>ers . 3  00 

Sugar  . .  i  ". ...  - .  110  54 

Molasses .  45  00 

Kerosene  oil . 13  40 

Tea . .  65  48 

Cream  Tartar .  3  45 

Coffee . ; . .  8  20 

Tobacco . . . . .' .  75  28 

Butter.... .  185  97 

Making  cider . 4  17 

Repairing  stoves . 18  46 

•  Coring  hams,  two  years . 11  89 

Paid  sow  and  pigs . 68  00 

Blacksmith’s  bill . 32  18 

Bartlett  &  Plllis .  68  92 

Glass  and  putt}’ .  15 

Boots  and  shoes . 29  70 

Paid  for  pasturing  cattle .  16  00 

“  two  burials .  25  00 

Bill  of  S-  Mathewson. . .  15  00 
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Sawing  and  grinding .  18  74 

Meal  and  flour .  758  2& 

Coal . 37  37 

Lard .  6  58- 

Soap,  hard . 10  00 

Grass  seed . 4  30' 

Flour  bbls .  15  00‘ 

Brooms .  4  70' 

Whip . 1  40 

Meat  bbls .  1  50 

Saleratus  and  spices, .  5  19 

Farming  implements,  etc .  9  69 

Paris  green,  baskets,  etc .  4  34 

Salt . 7  OO 

Scythes,  knives,  forks,  etc .  3  29* 

Rice  and  oat  meal. . . .  5  62 

Seed  potatoes,  lamp,  etc .  7  13 

Shoe  findings,  etc. . .  3  78 

Mittens,  beans,  sieve,  etc .  5  48 

Dried  apple,  twine,  etc .  4  09 


$3,310  20 

Salarj*  of  Supt.  of  Farm  to  March  11,  1883 .  600  00 


$3,910  20 


RECEIPTS  OF  FARM. 

Milk . / . $549  55> 

Apples .  291  23 

State  aid  and  board  of  soldiers .  189  50' 

Trade  in  cattle .  259  00‘ 

Vegetables,  etc.,  sold .  148  47 

Discount  and  premiums .  13  76' 

Apple  tree  lumber  sold . 10  12 

Ox  work  and  pigs  sold .  20  30 

Hay .  29  26 

John  Gloucester .  24  00 

S.  Mather.... .  21  64 

,  S.  S.  &  L.  P.  Jones . 17  00 

John  Madden,  produce . 34  84 

F-  N*  Inman .  4  50 


$1,613  17 
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PERSONS  RECEIVING  AID  IN  MILFORD  AWAY  FROM 

THE  FARM. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Abern .  S  96  73 

Mrs.  Henry  Anthon}’. . 2  15 

Mrs.  John  Barlow .  65  71 

Mrs.  Thomas  Bany .  205  48 

Mrs.  Patrick  J.  Burns .  17  20 

Patrick  Butler .  7  15 

Phi  D.  Boover .  29  70 

Patrick  Cuny .  52  76 

Mrs.  Maiy  Cronan .  39  25 

Mrs.  Patrick  Cloonan .  239  36 

Michael  C03’,  jr .  67  38 

Patrick  ConnifF .  56  00 

John  Cook .  72  25 

Wm.  Cain .  26  75 

Miss  Nora  Crahan .  69  86 

Patrick  Clanc}’ .  56  63 

Alexander  Co}^ .  24  30 

Mrs.  Winnefred  Casey .  14  50 

Mrs.  Michael  Dillon .  38  83 

James  Donahue .  .  3  75 

Mrs.  Joseph  Durham .  10  20 

Thomas  Donovan .V .  7  67 

Mrs.  Thomas  Finton .  46  06 

Mrs.  D  P^lagg .  47  00 

Mrs.  -  Donohue . .  30  63 

Mrs.  Wm.  Dacey .  201  29 

Mrs.  Patrick  Gahagan .  108  75 

Mrs.  Hugh  Glennon .  52  00 

Andrew  Gilro}’ . - . .  14  95 

Willi;im  Flayes .  24  52 

Mrs.  John  ilogan .  31  98 

Mrs.  Michael  Halpin .  164  66 

Jerry  Hajuies .  4  75 

Tim  Hurley . 43  01 

Michael  Hagne3" .  39  92 

Mrs.  Ellen  Hartnett .  14  00 

Mrs.  James  A.  Kenned3’ .  266  22 

Mrs.  Barney  Kelley .  61  45 

Mrs.  Terrence  Cain . 2  00 

Mrs.  Michael  Lyons .  92  45 

Mrs.  Thomas  Lyons .  138  97 

Michael  Lavin .  20  00 

Pat  lick  Nugent .  9  35 

Phlen  O’Connoi .  22  25 

Mrs.  Hannora  O’Connor .  6  75 

Mrs.  Wm.  O’Connell . 32  34 
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Mrs.  Martin  O’Connell .  7  81 

Patrick  Powers .  14  25 

Thomas  Surgerson . 81  30 

Miss  Bridget  Sweeney .  39  50 

Daniel  Shay . 138  92 

Mrs.  Hany  Sidley .  43  23 

Joel  L.  Stanford .  25  63 

Mrs.  Thomas  Shaughness}’ .  11  00 

.John  Quinlan .  97  53 

Mrs.  Michael  Tulon .  41  20 

Mrs.  Daniel  McCart}^ .  13  50 

Mrs.  Patj’ick  McGrath. .  36  70 

Mrs.  John  C.  Morrissey .  34  00 

Mrs.  Peter  McCabe .  3  50 

Mrs.  John  P.  Moore .  223  54 

Thos.  Mullin .  52  43 

Edward  McKenna .  11  88 

Mrs.  Hosea  Marshall .  122  76 

Miss  Nanc}’  McCool .  220  76 

Mrs.  Patrick  Manion .  97  40 

Mrs.  Edward  Murphy . 43  70 

Mrs.  James  Middleton .  35  00 

Mrs.  Martin  Ward .  89  43 

Mrs.  Margaret  Welch .  52  13 

Timothy  Wallace . 58  00 

.John  W.  Wilson . 24  00 

Mrs.  Thomas  Rabbitt .  157  85 

Mrs.  Dennis  Ryan .  83  79 

Mrs.  Mary  Rogers .  26  48 


$4566  73 

Borrowed .  108  79 


$4675  52 

Six  families  have  borrowed  $108.79,  who,  we  are  happy  to  sny, 
have  pride  enough  to  pay  the  same  and  keep  their  names  from  Town 
Report.  $47  has  been  already  paid,  and  we  think  the  balance  will 
soon  be.  Their  names  and  amounts  can  be  found  on  book  In-  our 
successors. 


PERSONS  BELONGING  TO  MILFORD  AIDED  IN  OTHER 

TOWNS. 


Mrs.  Fleming  Adams,  Sheldonville .  $  52  00 

Mrs.  Maiy  Bernard,  Boston . . .  34  00 

Mrs.  John  W.  Fole^',  “  .  18  00 

Mrs.  Abb}-  Reed,  “  .  10  35 
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Mrs.  Mary  Moran,  Boston .  115  65 

John  Moore,  “  14  89 

James  Miller,  “  25  00 

Patrick  Mahan,  “  2  00 

Patrick  Boyle,  Worcester . 62  30 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Ha}' ward,  “  70  00 

Thomas  Larkin,  (1881)  “  2  75 

Joseph  Leges}*,  “  7  10 

Mrs.  Mary  Shehee,  “  .  40 

Mrs.  Josephine  Sawyer,  “  3  70 

Mrs.  Sarah  Tiernan,  “  12  00 

John  Dogherty,  Holliston .  9  90 

Lewis  Hinkle}*,  Ware .  10  00 

Willard  N.  Howe,  Ashland .  30  00 

Michael  Holland,  Somerville .  52  66 

Mary  Holland,  “  12  00 

Toby  Hart,  Spencer . .  102  13 

Julius  L.  Johnson,  Bellingham . . .  55  00 

Mrs.  Hnldah  (Johnson)  White,  Abington .  18  66 

John  O’Sullivan,  Mendon .  45  75 

Mrs.  Ann  Quinlivan,  Spencer .  44  00 

Mrs.  Margaret  Quinn,  Lowell .  14  75 

Mrs.  Edward  Sireiack,  Bellingham .  91  75 

Lewis  C.  Shepard,  Mansfield . .  42  76 

Wm.  J.  Stewart,  Marlboro . .  74  75 

James  Murphy,  “  97  75 

Launcelot  Waldron,  “  39  70 

Mrs.  Joanna  Slattery,  Hopkinton .  59  50 

Mrs.  Marcus  Wilcox,  Douglas .  149  55 

Patrick  McQuaide,  Blackstone . . .  125  30 

Thomas  Moran,  Fall  River. .  38  63 

Mrs.  Patrick  Toohey,  Holliston .  119  00 


SI, 670  68 


PERSONS  BELONGING  TO  OTHER  TOWNS,  LIVING  IN 

MILFORD. 

Charles  Adams,  Millbury .  S  5  60 

Mrs.  Hiram  Adams,  Blackstone .  105  00 

William  H.  Bigelow,  Hopkinton . .  10  50 

F.  B.  Butterfield,  Lowell .  4  90 

Mrs.  .Mary  Cla))p,  Hopkinton .  8  00 

Michael  Murphy,  “  .  73  08 

Richard  Carey,  Boston .  16  00 

John  Lvnch,  “  .  9  38 

Isaac  Cox,  Stoughton .  3  00 
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Mrs.  Jerry  Dailey,  Northbridge .  182  30 

Chas.  H.  Snowling,  “  . . .  159  28 

John  F.  Hilfert}’,  Medway . . .  12  01 

Thomas  Hogan,  “  . .  20  00 

Geo.  D.  Kendall,  Framingham .  9  38 

Joshua  O.  Langle}’,  Warren  . . . 168  78 

John  Powers,  Bellingham .  8  17 

Thomas  Roberts,  Berkeley. . .  7  50 

Mrs.  Anna  D.  Smith,  Uxbridge .  28  01 

Mis.  Dennis  Ha3"es,  ‘‘  .  22  50 

Mrs.  Sarah  Tree,  Charlestown .  17  70 

Leonidas  Tourtclotte,  Upton .  32  95 

John  L.  Hadle}",  Medway’ .  3  70 

Wm.  Carberiy,  Hopkinton .  3  75 

Mrs.  William  Male}’,  Blackstone .  14  00 


$925  49 


INSANE. 


Henry  Cain .  $169  46 

Caroline  Coughlin . 195  91 

Abbott  L.  Perry .  170  15' 

M.  A.  Goldsmith .  49  56 

Maria  Ripley .  2  73 

Bridget  Hudner . 53  82 

Dennis  Pyne .  193  01 

Charles  W.  Dunham .  184  69 

Anna  Mee . 84  06 

John  Coffee .  114  18 

Henry  Wall .  13  81 

Kate  Collins . 62  85 


$1294  23 


STATE  PAUPERS. 


Mrs.  James  O’Brien, 
Michael  Murphy, 

William  Fahey, 

Mrs.  Daniel  Gilmore, 

Mrs.  Hannah  Cooney, 

Mrs.  Susan  Toohey, 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Paul, 

Joseph  Durham, 

Henrv  Paradise, 

William 


Mrs.  Margaret  Callanan, 
William  Harty, 

Crohen  Connell, 

Patrick  Tarpy, 

Michael  Finn, 

John  Pettit, 

Ernest  Bernard, 

Thomas  Kennedy, 

John  Haves, 

’Connell. 


Amount . . . 
I’l’amps  . . . 
Incidentals 


$773  38 
15  00 
15  59 
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BILLS  DUE  MILFORD  FROM  OTHER  TOWNS. 


Medwa}’  . .  $  3  70 

Warren .  26  70 

Hopkinlon . 13  78 

Uxbridge .  32  50 

Northbridge .  12  25 

Framingham .  9  38 

Charlestown .  17  70 

Stoughton  .  3  00 

Lowell . 4  90 

Berkele}" .  7  50 


$131  41 


RECEIPTS, 

Cash  on  hand  Feb.  1882 .  $  7  62 

John  Drona .  1  00 

Cash  of  E.  C.  Claflin . 10,600  00 

Millbury .  5  60 

Upton .  32  95 

Gloucester .  4  25 

Stoughton .  3  75 

Hopkinton .  180  56 

Northbridge  . . . : .  365  95 

Boston .  88  53 

Uxbridge .  18  01 

Medway .  32  01 

Warren .  142  08 

Blackstone . 105  00 

Prod  uce  from  Farm .  1,613  17 

Refunded  b}'  borrowers .  47  00 

State .  11  50 


$13,258  98 

Due  hollas  Whitney .  21  11 


$13,280  09 


RECAPITULATION. 


Expense  of  Farm .  $3,010  20 

'  Persons  aided  awa}' from  Farm .  4,675  52 

“  in  other  towns . 1,670  68 

“  belonging  to  other  towns .  925  49 

State  paupers .  773  38 

Insane .  1,294  23 

Tramps  and  incidentals .  30  59 

.  ,  - • 


$13,280  09 
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Whole  number  admitted . . . 

Average  number . 

Average  weekly  cost,  about 


$1  25 


The  valuation  does  not  vary  much  from  year  to3’ear,  only  in  the 
rise  and  fall  of  stock.  It  is  necessar}'  to  keep  the  propert}"  in  prop¬ 
er  repair  and  in  working  order.  The  warden  of  the  farm  is  paid  up 
to  March  11,  1883,  it  being  one  3’ear  up  to  that  date.  The  town 
doctor  is  paid  up  to  April  1,  1883  ;  salary,  $150.  The  sick  State 
poor  are  paid  to  Jan.  1,  1883.  Nancy  McCool’s  board  is  paid  to 
March  1,  and  that  of  Mrs.  Marcus  Wilcox  of  Douglas  is  paid  to 
Feb.  1,  and  hired  help  to  Feb.  1.  The  expenses  for  the  3^ear 
ending  Feb.  1,  1883,  have  been  somewhat  higher  than  in  1882,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  high  price  of  grain  and  meat  and  man3’’  other  things  we 
have  to  bu3^  But  the  income  is  also  much  more  than  last  3’ear. — 
Our  crops  suffered  b3’  the  diw  weather,  but  we  had  a  good  average 
with  our  neighbors. 


ELIAS  WHITNEY, 
JOHN  MADDEN, 
G.  F.  BIRCH. 


Overseers 


of- 

Poor. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers 

OF  THE  MILFORD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDING  FEBRUARY  7,  1883. 

Cash  on  hand  February  8,  1882 .  S  50  49* 

Cash  received  of  H.  L.  Patrick  for  use  of  steamer* . ...  12  00^ 

“  W.  E.  Cheney  for  bill-board  room. ...  3  00 

“  T.  N.  Sherman  for  use  of  derrick .  36  Od 

“  Estabrook  &  Wires  for  use  of  hose. . .  2  50 

“  W.  J.  Blanchard  for  rebate  on  bill... .  9  00 

Moore  &  Co.  for  use  of  hose .  5  00 

‘‘  Engineers  of  Hopkinton  for  help  at  fire  50  00 

‘‘  “  “  HoUiston  “  “  “  9  54 

A.  S.  Sampson  &  Co.  for  old  harnesses  18  00 

“  F.  J.  Dutcher  for  use  of  steamer .  5  00 

“  Hopedale  Machine  Co.  for  use  derrick  39  75 

“  T.  C.  Eastman  for  use  of  derrick .  15  00 

“  J.  L.  Smith  for  old  rubber  hose .  3  66 

Ethan  C.  Claflin  for  purchase  of  hose.  994  73 

“  “  “  “  repairs  of  houses.  200  00 

‘‘  “  pay  of  members . .  2500  00 

“  “  “  incidentals .  1200  00 


$5153.67 


EXPENDITURES. 

O’Donnell  and  Powers .  $  2  50 

O.  D.  Holmes . 12  00 

C.  L.  Witherell .  29  00 

Milford  Gas  Light  Compaii}*. . .  250  90 

A.  Claflin  Steam  Fire  Engine  Company  No.  2. ....  261  75 

Field  Bros .  58  94 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Compan}^  No.  1 .  302  00 

Dennis  Cahill .  1  00 

Frank  Foley .  8  00 

Fred  Wales .  1  00 
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F.  D.  Holbrook .  44  50 

F.  G.  McLaughlin .  15  10 

Extinguisher  Engine  Company  No.  1 .  135  00 

C.  E.  Peirce. . .  15  00 

F.  L.  Andrews .  15  00 

Hopedale  Stable  Compan}’^ .  3  00 

Washington  Engine  Company  No.  1..* .  692  48 

Board  of  Engineers . 257  50 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent .  5  73 

Irons  &  Ho}-! .  85 

Excelsior  Hook  and  Ladder  Compan}' .  300  00 

Henry  Willard .  110  75 

Milford  Steam  Fire  Engine  Company  No.  1 .  177  50 

Hapgood  &  Mayhew. .  5  00 

Wm.  J.  Blanchard .  41  00 

E.  E.  Cook .  2  00 

Geo.  A.  Sherburne .  5  00 

J.  O.  Simonds .  6  00 

M.  W.  Edwards .  .21  00 

N.  B.  Fairbanks .  175  75 

W.  L.  Billings . 4  00 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad. . .  9  54 

Bartlett  &  Ellis .  38  01 

North  Star  Engine  Company’  No.  4 .  319  00 

A.  Tyler .  15  59 

L3’sander  Grow,  agt .  20  00 

C.  O.  Woodbury .  119  48 

J.  E.  Wagner .  145  80 

Crosby  &  Co . 18  50 

Wright  &  Waterhouse .  30  00 

Henr}"  C.  Skinner . 11  16 

Barney  Kclling . 1  20 

J.  N.  Lilley.. . . .  3  00 

C.  W.  Wilcox .  3  50 

Sanders  &  Sloan . 7  72 

A.  J.  Morse  &  Son .  178  83 

J.  Haskins  &  Co .  7  00 

Asaph  Withington  .  7  41 

Ross,  Turner  &  Co . 261  00 

Fabric  Fire  Hose  Co .  472  63 

American  Fire  Hose  Co .  255  00 

H.  E.  Morgan . 1  00 

L.  Wheelock . 10  11 

Hopedale  Machine  Co . 17  85 

-J.  C.  Coffee .  32  19 

C.  Bouret . . .  25 

Moses  Jo3S  jr .  18  35 

A.  J.  Ames .  87  50 

J.  P.  Quinlan .  14  00 
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Thomas  Gilmore .  3  00 

A.  S.  Tuttle .  90 

W.  H.  Britton . 27  25 

D.  B.  Rock  wood .  5  50 

T.  C.  Eastman .  4  13 

Scott  and  Bell . .  * .  5  90 

E.  G.  Bell . . 2  50 

J.  H.  Scott .  2  50 

Richard  Taft .  1  25 

Whittemore  &  Marceau .  1  20 

P^ldredge  &  Beatt}’ .  10  02 

George  A.  Frost . 10  75 

C.  E.  Clark....  . .  7  00 

B.  H.  Montague .  4  00 

Balance  cash  on  hand . * .  2  90 


$5153  67 

« 


There  has  been  twenty-two  alarms  of  fire  from  Jan.  1,  1882,  to 
Jan.  1,  1883,  from  the  following  causes  : 

Fire  in  buildings,  14 ;  out  of  town,  2  ;  woods,  3  ;  chimney,  1  ; 
Catholic  cemcteiy,  1 ;  burning  brush,  1. 

The  present  number  of  members  in  the  department  is  94,  as 
follows : 

ENGINEERS,  EIGHT. 


Asaph  Withington,  chief, 
James  Powers,  1st  asst., 

E.  G.  Bell,  2nd  asst., 

H.  C.  Skinner,  clerk  andtreas.. 


Joseph  B.  Bancroft, 

O.  D.  Holmes, 

P.  P.  O’Donnell, 
John  H.  Scott. 
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WIDE  AWAKE  HOSE,  FIFTEEN. 


S.  W.  Blunt  foreman  and  treas., 
William  J.  Stimpson  1st  asst., 
Charles  W.  Adams,  2iidasst., 
William  S.  Walker,  clerk, 

Fred  H.  Wales,  ')  q, 

H.  D.  Withington,  ^  Committee 
Austin  D.  White,  )  t^ommittee.  . 

Frank  D.  Holbrook,  steward,  • 


Walter  B.  Carpenter, 
David  L.  Stimpson, 
Frank  N.  Adams, 

J.  P.  Remick, 

George  H.  Fidler, 

E'.  R.  Burrill, 

Charles  E.  Dewing. 


MILFORD  STEAMER  NO.  ONE, .  THIRTEEN. 


G.  A.  P.  Hancock,  foreman  and 
treasurer, 

F.  R.  P.  Mann,  1st  asst., 

A.  W.  Cheney,  clerk  and  treas., 
Andrew  J.  Ames,  engineer, 

J.  E.  Wagner,  driver, 

H.  E.  Rockwood, 


Edgar  F.  Pond, 

G.  S.  Meriill, 
William  Kelley, 
Thomas  O.  Nelson, 
A.  F.  A.  G,  Libby, 
J.  F.  Kimball, 
Lewis  E.  Dolliff. 
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EXCELSIOR  HOOK  AND  LADDER,  TWENTY, 


P.  J.  Baxter,  foreman. 
E.  J.  Gahagan,  assistant, 
T.  J.  Connor,  clerk, 

M.  T.  Kenney,  treasurer, 
J.  P.  Quinlan,  steward, 

'  Dennis  Cahill, 

William  Halpin, 

Neil  F.  Devine, 

James  Birmingham. 
James  Murphy, 


Timothy  Kelley, 
Patrick  Slatterj’., 
Thomas  Quirk, 
Thomas  Mahon, 
John  O’Conner, 
John  Manning, 
John  Kelly, 

John  Crahan, 
Michael  Small, 
James  Lalley. 


EXTINGUISHER  ENGINE  CO.  NO.  ONE,  NINE, 


G.  E.  Frink,  foreman  and  treas., 
G.  S.  Arnold,  1st  asst., 

O.  S.  Knap]>,  2ik1  asst., 

F.  L.  Andrews,  steward, 

E.  L.  Chichester,  clerk. 


G.  H.  Cole, 

A.  R.  Fowler, 

C.  E.  Pierce, 
Samuel  Pi  1  lings.  ’ 


AARON  CLAFLIN  STEAMER  NO.  TWO,  FIFTEEN, 


Halah  Harden,  foreman  and 
treasurer, 

Frank  E.  Mathewson,  1st  asst., 
William  A.  Fairbanks,  clerk, 
Nahum  B.  Fairbanks,  engineer, 

C.  Oscar  Woodbury,  driver, 
Albert  H.  Manly, 

Joseph  H.  Morse, 


Albert  J.  Watkins, 
Charles  H.  Cook, 

John  Harden, 

John  G.  Shurtliff, 
Charles  Allen, 
William  H.  Schoville^, 
E.  Waldo  Whitmore, 
Walter  A.  Otis. 


WASHINGTON  HOSE  CO.  NO.  TWO,  FOURTEEN. 


D.  R.  Johnson,  foreman  and  treas¬ 
urer, 

-  Lyman  E.  Belknap,  Ist  asst., 

T.  J  Berrill,  2d  asst., 

W.  J.  Pyne,  clerk. 

Geo.  A.  Frost,  steward, 

F.  J.  McLaughlin, 

P.  J.  Connor, 


Daniel  Ring, 
Frank  Rock  wood, 
Emmons  Fletcher,. 
Bart  Harrington, 

C.  R.  Blanchard, 

D.  E.  Messenger,, 
T.  F.  Martin. 


SCHEDULE  OF  PROPERTY. 

Five  engine-houses  and  fixtures. 

Two  steam  fire  engines  and  hose  carriages. 

Two  hand-engines  and  hose  carriages  without  companies. 

One  four-wheeled  hose  carriage  and  fixtures. 

One  Babcock  fire  extinguisher,  with  fixtures. 

One  hook  and  ladder  carriage,  with  the  usual  amount  of  hooks, 
forks,  ladders,  buckets  and  ropes  for  roping  off  the  streets  to  pre¬ 
vent  people  from  driving  over  the  hose  while  in  use  at  a  fire. 

There  are  sixteen  reservoirs,  in  good  condition,  and  located  in 
the  following  places  : — 

One  near  the  Town  House  on  South  Bow  street ;  one  in  Lincoln 
Square ;  one  on  the  Parish  Common ;  one  on  the  corner  of  Main 
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and  Fruit  streets  ;  one  on  West  street,  near  Samuel  Walker’s  shop ; 
one  at  the  corner  of  Fa3"ette  and  Congress  streets ;  one  on  Ex¬ 
change  street,  near  the  Post-Office;  one  on  Jefferson  street,  near 
Bragg’s  slip  ;  one  at  the  junction  of  Pearl  and  School  streets  ;  one 
on  Walnut  street,  opposite  the  house  of  Mr.  Morrill;  one  on  the 
North  road,  near  the  house  of  Joseph  Hancock  ;  one  near  the  North 
Star  engine  house  ;  one  at  Jonesville  ;  one  on  the  corner  of  West 
and  Lee  streets  ;  one  on  Grove  street,  near  Forest ;  and  one  on  the 
corner  of  Havward  street,  near  the  B.  &  A.  Railroad  crossing. 
There  is  a  hydrant  near  the  coal  3'ard  of  L.  A.  Cook ;  one  near  the 
B.  &  A.  Railroad  depot ;  one  near  M.  W.  Edwards’  stable,  and  one 
at  the  corner  ol  Central  street  and  Bragg’s  slip.  (These  h3ffirants 
are  worthless,  except  for  the  use  of  steamers  or  hand  machines,  the 
same  as  the  reservoirs.) 

HYDRANTS  OF  THE  MILFORD  WATER  WORKS - WHIERE  LOCATED. 

One  two-wa3"  on  Jefferson  street,  opposite  Bragg’s  slip  ;  one  on  Pine 
street,  opposite  Baptist  church ;  one  on  Congress  street,  opposite 
the  head  of  Pine  street ;  one  on  Congress  street,  opposite  the 
head  of  Spruce  street ;  one  on  Congress  street,  opposite  the  head  of 
Walnut  street ;  one  on  Walnut  street,  corner  of  Emmons  street; 
one  on  Mechanics  street,  opposite  the  head  of  Winter  street;  one 
on  Winter  street,  corner  of  Granite  street ;  one  on  Sumner  street, 
opposite  the  foot  of  Granite  street ;  one  on  East  Main  street,  cor¬ 
ner  of  Short  street ;  one  on  East  Main  street,  corner  of  Hopkinton 
road  ;  (^ne  on  East  Main  street,  corner  of  Cook  street ;  one  on  East 
Main  street,  at  the  head  of  Beach  street ;  one  on  Beach  street  at  the 
foot  of  Simonds  street ;  one  on  Beach  street,  at  the  junction  of 
Central  street ;  one  three-wav*  on  Central  street,  at  the  junction 
of  Depot  street ;  one  two-wa3'  on  Central  street,  corner  of  Bragg’s 
slip;  one  on  Central  street,  near  R.  E.  Foster’s  shop:  one  on  Con¬ 
gress  street,  at  the  junction  of  Exchange  street ;  one  at  the  corner 
of  West  and  High  streets  ;  one  at  the  corner  of  West  and  Quinlan 
streets  ;  one  on  Lawrence  street,  at  the  head  of  Quinlan  street ;  one 
at  the  corner  of  School  and  Spruce  streets  ;  one  three-wa3’  on  School 
street,  opposite  the  High  school  house ;  one  at  the  junction  of 
School  and  Pearl  streets ;  one  two-wa3*  on  the  north  road,  near 
Dilla  street ;  one  on  the  North  road,  near  Alfred  Gibson’s  ;  one  at 
the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Granite  streets  ;  one  three- wa3*  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  North  Bow  and  Spring  streets ;  one  two-wa3’  at  the  foot  of 
North  Bow  and  Jefferson  streets ;  one  three-way  at  the  corner  of 
North  Bow  and  Central  streets  ;  one  two-way  at  the  corner  of  North 
Bow  and  Claflin  streets ;  one  at  corner  of  South  Bow  street  and 

- - slip  one  ;  at  junction  of  Claflin  and  Franklin  streets  ;  one 

on  Claflin  street,  near  R.  C.  Hussev^’s :  one  three-way  at  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  Claflin  and  Forest  streets;  one  two-wa3’ on  Grove  street, 
near  G.  G.  Parker’s  ;  one  at  the  corner  of  Grove  and  South  Main 
streets ;  one  at  corner  of  South  Main  and  Forest  streets ;  one  at 
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-corner  of  South  Main  and  Orchard, streets  ;  one  at  corner  of  Chest¬ 
nut  and  Orchard  streets  ;  one  at  corner  of  Chestnut  and  Franklin 
streets;  one  on  Fruit  street,  corner  of  Otis  street ;  one  on.  Main 
■street,  corner  of  Sumner  street;  one  on  Main  street,  corner  of  South 
Bow  street ;  one  three-way  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Pearl  street ; 

•  one  two-way  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Court  street  ;  one  on  Main 
street,  corner  of  wSpruce  street;  one  on  Main  street, ‘corner  of 
Spring  street-;  one  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Jefferson  sti-eet;.one 
three  way  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Pine  street;  one  two-wa}*  on 
Main  street,  near  Lawrence  Block  ;  one  three-way  on  Main  street, 

■  corner  of  Central  street ;  one-two  way  on  Main  street,  corner  ot 
South  Bow  street;  one  three-way  on  Main  street,  Corner  of  South 
Main  street;  one  two-way  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Hollis  street; 
one  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Chapin  street ;  one  on, Main  street, 
corner  of  Fruit  street ;  one  three-way  on  Main  street,  corner  of 
-Greene  street ;  one-two  wa}’  at  corner  of  Congress  street  and 
Church  place;  one  three-way  at  corner  of'  Adin  and  Hopedale 
streets  ;  one  two-way  at  corner  of  Freedom  and  Hopedale  streets  ; 
one  foui-w'ay.  Chapman  independeiit  valve  hydrant  (private)  in  the 
mill  3’ard  of  the  Hopedale  Machine  Company ;  one  two-wa}’  (pri¬ 
vate)  on  Central  street,  opposite  the  shoe  factory  of  Jones  & 
Shippee. 


ENGINES  AND  CARRIAGES. 

Milfoid  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  1,  Cole  Brothers,  builders,  lo- 
'Cated  in  the  steamer-house.  South  Main  street. 

Aaron  Claflin  .Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  2,  Araoskeag  build,  located 
in  the  steamei -house.  South  Main  street. 

Washington  Engine  No.  1,  Button  &  Son,  builders,  located  in 
No.  1  engine-house,  at  Lincoln  square. 

North  Star  Engine  No.  4,  Jeffers,  builder,  is  located  iu  North 
Purchase  in  engine-house  No.  4. 

Wide-Awake  Hose  Carriage  No.  1  is  located  in  No.  1  engine- 
house,  at  Lincoln  square. 

Excelsior  Hook  and  Ladder  Carriage  is  located  in  the  old  No.  3 
engine-house,  at  the  junction  of  Main  and  Spruce  streets. 

Plxtinguisher  Engine  No.  I  is  located  in  the  engine-house  at 
Hopedale. 

All  the  aboye  apparatus  is  in  good  wmrking  order. 

There  is  in  the  department  one  first-class  heayy  derrick,  in  good 
repair. 

There  are  3650  feet  of  good  reliable  hose  in  the  department, 

There  are  350  feet  of  fabric,  750  feet  of  rubber  and  500  feet  of 
-leather  hose  in  the  department,  in  addition  to  the  above,  that  is  not 
reliable,  and  would  not  be  put  into  a  line  for  use  at  a  fire,  until  all 
Jhc  other  (or  good)  hose 'was  used. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 


That  the  pay  of  members  be  the  same  as  last  year,  and  the  ap¬ 
propriation  of  the  following  sums  of  money  :  » 

For  pa^' of  members .  $1800  00 

Incidental  expenses .  1200  00 

Repairs,  etc .  300  00 

Purchase  of  new  hose .  1800  00 

The  buying  of  a  new  hose  carriage  for  use  in  Hopedale,  and  the 
forming  of  a  company  to  run  with  the  same. 

That  the  town  build  on  the  vacant  lot,  known  as  the  old  ceme- 
terj',  a  building  suitable  for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  all  ap- 
aratus  and  companies  located  in  the  center  of  the  town,  and  for  a 
fire  alarm. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


ASAPH  WITHINGTON,  Chief  Engineer. 
JAMES  POWERS,  1st  Assistant  “ 

E.  G.  BELL,  2d  Assistant  “ 
JOSEPH  B.  BANCROFT, 

P.  P.  O’DONNELL, 

JOHN  H.  SCOTT, 

HENRY  C.  SKINNER,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 


I 


Town  Olerk’s  Report. 


There  were  72  marriages  recorded  in  the  town  ia  1882,  of  whieli  12^“ 
were  of  foreign  and  60  American  birth ;  16  marriage  ceremonies  were 
performed  by  Rev.  Adin  Ballou,  15  by  Catholic  clergymen,  and  the 
balance  by  clergymen  of  other  denominations. 

There  were  174  births  recorded — 93  male  and  81  female;  104  had 
fathers  of  American  birth,  and  70  of  foreign;  118  mothers  of  American 
and  56  foreign  birth. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  were  162,  of  which  39" 
were  5  years  and  less;  17  were  5  and  under  20;  46  were  20  and  less- 
than  50  years;  and  in  60  cases  they  were  50  years  and  upwards. 

The  following  were  the  causes  of  death :  Puerperal,  1 ;  consump¬ 
tion,  29;  Bright’s  disease,  3;  pneumonia,  6;  heart,  8;  hemorrhage  of 
bowels,  1 ;  pleuritis,  1 ;  old  age,  13 ;  erysipelas,  1 ;  carditis,  1 ;  enteritis, 
2;  rupture  of  brain  (by  fall),  1;  apses,  1;  decline,  3;  congestion  of 
bowels,  1;  unknown,  2;  cancer  in  uterus,  2;  still-born,  8;  acute  hy- 
drocephalis,  2 ;  peritonitis,  1 ;  neuralgia,  1 ;  chicken  pox,  1 ;  convul¬ 
sions,  2 ;  bronchitis,  2 ;  liver  complaint,  2 ;  typhoid  fever,  2 ;  diarrhoea, 
3;  croup,  2;  acute  nephritis,  1;  tubercular  meningitis,  1;  spinal  men¬ 
ingitis,  1;  blood  poison,  1;  anema,  1;  growth  on  stomach,  1;  lung 
fever,  3 ;  marasmus,  2 ;  hemorrhage,  1 ;  accident,  1 ;  congestion,  1 ; 
paralysis,  5;  congestion  of  brain,  1 ;  hernia,  2 ;  fever,  3;  cramps,!; 
anema,  1;  suicide,  2;  rheumatism  and  dropsy,  1 ;  colic  acute  collapse, 
1;  spine,  1;  cholera  infantum,  6;  water  on  the  brain,  2;  debility,  I; 
dyspepsia,  1 ;  fever  and  insane,  1 ;  old  age  and  insane,  1 ;  tumor,  1 ; 
softening  of  the  brain,  I ;  rheumatism,  2 ;  diplitheria,  1 ;  inliammatiou 
of  bowels,  1 ;  paralysis  of  brain,  1 ;  phthisis  pulinonalis,  2 ;  apoplexy, 
4;  myelitis.  I ;  cancer  in  bowels,  2. 

sphere  were  59  liquor  licenses  recorded,  and  260  dog  licenses  issued — 
234  male  and  26  female. 

LEWIS  HAYDEN, 

Town  Clerks 

[ 


Eeport  of  Trustees  of  Vernon  Grove 

Cemetery. 


FOR  THP:  years  ending  FEB.  15,  1881, 


1882,  1888. 


We  have  given  deeds  of  twenty  lots,  for  which  we  have  received 

There  have  been  112  interments,  in  the  cemeterv  daring  the  3'ears 
1880,  1881  and  1882. 


By  balance  cash  on  hand . 19  24 

Cash  received  for  sale  of  lots .  231  00 

Cash  from  ihteiest  on  notes.  .• . . — .  42  00 


.  .  8*292  24 

CK. 

Paid  Perry  &  Enslin,  well,  1880 .  .  $22  85 

L.  Perham,  labor  on  well,  1880 .  19  00 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  pumps  and  repairs,  1880 .  31  82 

'  Labor,  1880 .  36  50 

Labor,  1881 . . . '  20  80 

Flowers,  1881  . . . . .  '  5  95 

L.  Fairbanks,  labor,  tools,  etc .  26  40 

Trimming  trc'es,  1882 . A .  6  ()0 

Laying  out  lots .  . . . .  11  00 

Cleaning  avenues.. . . .  24  00 

'  Bartlett  &  Ellis,  pump . .  7  95 

“  cultivator . ...t..... .  5  75 

Labor  on  fountain . . .  2  00 


Cash  on  hand 


$220  02 

.‘  ‘  $72  22 


W.  I.  BRADBURY, 


Secretary  and  'freasurer 


Eeport  of  Trustees  of  Town  Library. 


During  the  past  3^ear,  as  usual,  the  Town  Library  has  "been  well 
patronized.  '  Though  uot  what  it  might  be  nor  what  it  ought  To, he,, 
it  is  deservedly  a  popular  institution.  While  it  is  a  source  of  in¬ 
tellectual  pleasure,  of  gratification  of  the  higher  sort  to  so  man>*  of 
our  people,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  it  claims  our  support  as 
one  of  the  means  of  popular  education,  and  may  well  be  deemed  in 
that  respect  second  only  in  importance  to  our  public  schools., 

We  have  a  goodly  libraiy  of  some  6400  volumes,  to  which  addi-. 
lions  should  be  made  yearly,  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  times,  to 
maintain  and  increase  the  interest  of  those  who  avail  themselves  of 
its  privileges.  During  a  period  of  nearly  two  years,  scarcely  any 
new  books  were  bought— the  first  year  owing  to  the  great  expense 
of  issuing  a  new  '  catalogue,  and  the  last  3’ear  owing  to  the  reduced 
appropriation' made  by  the  town.  The  catalogue  reflects  credit  on 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  work,  is  well  worth  alL  yhe  11101103-  it 
cost,  and  adds  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  library. 

The  small  amount  appropriated  last  March,  and  the  condition  of 
inan3'  of  the  books  which  required  that  thc}^  should  be  rebound  or 
replaced,  led  the  Trustees  to  consider  the  expediency  of  closing  the 
reading-room,  so  that  the}- might  be  able  to  purchase  some  neV 
books.  After  considerable  discussion  and  due  consideration,  the 

'Y. 

majorit}’  of  the  board  thought  best  to  keep  it  open  the  present  year. 
The  same  question  will  be  likel}^  I'o  arise  the  coming  t'ear,  unless  a 
larger  appropriation  is  made  b}^  the  town.  Though  the  reading-, 
room  has  its  warm  friends,  and  man}-  would  regret  to  see  it  closed, 
3’et  very  man^-  more  are  interested  in  the  acquisition  of  new  books. 
If  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number  is  to  iVe  regarded,  it 
would  seem  that  the  reading-room  must  3-ield  to  the  superior  claims 
of  the  Librar3".  But  the  Trustees  hope  that  a  sum  ina3'  be  appro¬ 
priated  large  enough  to  give  both  a  reasonable  supiiort. 

The  generous  New  Year’s  gift  of  one  hundred  dollars  made  by 
ihe  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Johnson,  has  enabled  us  to  purchase  about  one 
hundred  new  books  ;  and  a  welcome  boon  it  has  doubtless  been  to 
the  friends  of  the  library.  We  trust  that  this  gift  will  not  be  the 
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last  of  the  kind,  but  that  other  persons  will  be  disposed  to  follow 
so  excellent  an  example. 

In  considering  the  question  whether  an3’thing  can  be  done  for  tlie 
benefit  ot  the  library,  one  plan  presents  itself  that  might  be 
carried  out  without  involving  anj’  expense.  The  Board  of  Trustees 
might  be  matenally  strengthened  by  a  change  in  the  mode  of  elec¬ 
tion,  and  in  the  tenure  of  office.  And  this  matter  we  commend  to 
the  careful  consideration  of  our  fellow-citizens.  Instead  of  clioos- 
ing  thirteen  trustees  annuall}'  to  serve  one  year,  would  it  not  be  de¬ 
cidedly  better  to  have  a  board  of  six  trustees,  two  of  them  to  be 
chosen  annually  to  serve  for  a  term  of  three  years?  If,  after  tlie 
fiisl  election,  only  two  were  to  be  eiectetl  e\ery  year,  there  would 
be  more  interest  shown,  more  care  taken  in  the  selection,  and  a  bet¬ 
ter  choice  would  naturalh*  and  almost  necessarily  be  made  than  un¬ 
der  the  present  s3’stem.  In  ffict,  under  our  present  regulations,  the 
work  of  the  Board  is  substantially  almost  entirel3’  done  b3’  the  five 
members  of  the  Standing  Committee,  w  ho  are  chosen  bj"  the  thir¬ 
teen  Trustees  at  the  beginning  of  the  3’ear. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  libraiy  should  be  open  eveij  after¬ 
noon  in  the  week,  so  that  those  wishing  for  books  w'ould  not  be 
obliged  to  v^art  so  long  in  order  to  oiitain  them.  Such  a  stepwouUI 
tend  to  increase  the  number  of  readers  and  promote  the  us^dubmss: 
of  the  librarv. '  h'or  quite  a  number  of  years  past,  the  dilferent 
Boards  of  Trustees  have  felt  that  the  librarv  ought  to  be  hx-ateci  iu 
better  quarters  '  TIicn*  have  beeji  looking  out  for  a  more  eligiblir 
location,  one  of  easier  access,  more  comfortable,  more  attractive, 
and  one  where  there  would  be  less  danger  of  fire,  on  account  of 
which  we  are  obliged  to  pay  so  much  for  insurance.  But  they  have 
not  3'et  seen  Iheir  wa3'  clear  to  reach  the  end  desired.  Tbe3’  have 
been  forced  to  economize  cIoscIn  ,  owing  to  the  low’  state  of  the 
funds.  They  hope  for  better'  things  to  come  in  the  future,  that 
some  time  and  somehow^  a  more  suitable  place  will  be  found  for  the 
use  of  tlie  library.  Indeed,  some  of  us  have  indulged  in  the 
plensant  aiitieipation  that  ere  long  we  should  see  erected  in  Milford 
a  Memorial  Hall,  which  would  at  once  keep  fresh  the  memories  of 
our  brave  fellow-citizens  who  died  in  tlie  service  of  their  countiy 
during  the  late  civil  Avar,  and  also  afford  safe,  commodious  and 
agreeable  quarters  for  oui’  Town  Libraiy. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  it  was  voted  to  recom¬ 
mend  an  appropriation  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  in  behalf  of  the 
librarA'  for  the  3’ear  ensuing. 

C.  A.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 
To  the  Trustees  of  Milford  Town  Library : 


I  prcjent  herew  ith  the  tw’enty-fourth  annual  report  of  the  Town 
Librarv. 


The  libraiy  year  began  February  G, 


1882,  and  ended  Februaiy  S, 
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1883.  The  circulation  was  as  follows :  History,  713;  Biography, 
723;  Politics,  Law  and  Oratory.  117;  Travels,  1139;  Science, 
719;  Fiction,  14,125;  Miscellaneous,  2538;  Religion,  21G;  Po¬ 
etry,  400;  Juveniles,  5207  ;  Public  Documents,  7.  Total,  25,904, 
Number  of  cards  issued  during  the  year,  755.  Total  number  of 
cards  to  date  issued,  1849.  Number  of  books  covered,  2636. 
Number  of  notices  sent  delinquents,  346.  Deprived  of  privileges 
of  library  by  non-payment  of  fines,  153  ;  for  disorderly  conduct,  8  ; 
for  books  returned  in  bad  condition,  6  ;  for  writing  in  books,  3. 

Books  added  during  the  year :  B3'  gift  of  Hon,  George  W.  John¬ 
son,  $100,  98  volumes,  in  the  following  departments  :  Fiction,  39  ; 
History,  20;  Juvenile,  19;  Biography,  8;  Travels.  6;  Miscellane¬ 
ous,  6.  By  Gen.  W.  F.  Draper,  two  magnificent  volumes,  “Sou¬ 
venir  of  Massachusetts,”  containing  biographicaf  sketches  of  all  the 
officers  of  the  state,  Representatives  and  Senators,  illustrated  with 
heliotypc  portraits.  By  George  Whitne}’,  the  school  library  of  old 
school  district  No.  1.  Public  documents  from  Adin  Ballou,  A.  T. 
Wilkinson,  Smithsonian  Institute,  State  of  Massachusetts,  through 
our  Congressman,  Government  documents,  and  from  the  author,  a 
volume  entitled,  “Is  Consumption  Contagious?”  There  have  been 
purchased,  to  replace  worn-out  books,  244  volumes. 

The  circulation  of  the  library  has  not  come  up  to  former  years, 
for  various  reasons,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  following  : 
It  was  found  a  large  number  of  very  young  people  were  in  the  habit 
of  exchanging  books  every  day,  and  it  was  evident  that,  to  a  large 
extent,  the  books  were  not  taken  for  the  purposes  of  information, 
but  foj  some  other  purpose  for  which  the  libraiy  was  not  establish¬ 
ed  ;  at  an}’  rate,  if  read  it  was  too  much  reading  for  young  people, 
and,  with  the  advice  of  the  Standing  Committee,  they  were  allowed 
to  take  books  only  every  other  day.  This  probably  reduced  the 
circulation  from  3000  to  5000  volumes.  Another  :  More  rules  were 
enforced  in  regard  10  order,  and  a  few  vvere  disgruntled  and  with¬ 
drew  their  patronage,  and  the  library  was  not  injured  by  their  so 
doing.  Another  was  owing  to  lack  of  funds.  A  large  number  of 
books  needing  rebinding  accumulated;  about  1500  volumes  have 
been  out  in  the  binder’s  hands  the  whole  yeai-,  in  addition  to  the 
300  worn  out,  making  the  labor  both  hard  for  the  librarian  and  an¬ 
noying  to  patrons.  Another  :  F'or  the  same  lack  of  funds,  no  new 
books  have  been  added,  and  without  new  books  the  interest  among 
the  patrons  diminishes  Under  all  these  circumstances,  the  circula¬ 
tion  has  come  fully  up  to  what  could  reasonably  be  expected. 

The  conduct  of  the  patrons  is  orderly  and  decorous ;  and  it  is 
believed  that  if  the  town  makes  fair  appropriations  to  enable  the 
Committee  to  add  new  books,  the  circulation  of  Milford  Town  Library 
can  be  easily  increased  to  40,000  volumes  annually,  and  the  libra¬ 
rian  would  recommend  that  any  additions  thev  mav  make  from  the 
appropriation  should  be  added  monthly,  even  if  the  number  was 
small,  thus  increasing  the  interest  of  the  readers,  and  consequently 
the  benefits  of  the  Library.  The  new  catalogue  i.s  steadily  gaining 
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in  favor  with  the  patrons  as  the  method  of  cataloguing  is  becoming," 
better  understood,  and  with  students  it  meets  with  unqua.ified 
approbation,  and  I  notice  an  increased  use  of  the  book  for  reference 
and  information  on  various  subjects  made  available  by  it.  A  card 
catalogue  of  the  additions  on  the  same  plan  as  the  printed  one,  has- 
been  prepared,"^  and  all  books  will  be  placed  in  it,  and  when  a  suf¬ 
ficient  number  have  been  added,  the  cards  can  be  sent  the  printer, 
thus  saving  the  expense  of  compiling.  The  reading-room  has  been 
open  as  usual,  but  it  is  a  question  whether,  with  the  small  amount' 
of  mone}*  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee,  the  expense  of  the  same 
could  not  be  applied  to  much  better  advantage  for  the  general  use 
of  the  library.  The  suppl}’  of  reading  matter  is  inadequate  for  the^ 
reading-room  in  quantit3’,  and  patrons  are  small  in  number  for  that- 
reason.  It  seems  to  me  the  library  would  be  better  without  it,  as- 
it  is,  than  with  it.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NATH’L.  F.  BLAKE,  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  TREASURER, 

J.  E.  Walker,  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  Milford  Town  Library. 


DR. 

Balance  from  last  3'ear’s  account .  .  S  56  53^ 

Town  appropriation .  900  00 

Dog  tax . 453  14 

Donation  from  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Johnson .  100  00 

Cash  I’eceived  from  fines. ...  . 42  30" 

“  for  catalogues  sold .  39  50 

“  for  waste  paper . . . .  30* 


Cr.  $1581  77 

Paid  N.  F.  Blake,  Librarian . . .  $  300  00 

‘‘  “  assistant  librarian .  77  00 

H.  C.  Scott,  rent . . .  180  00 

G.  G.  Parker,  insurance .  46  38 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal .  34  76 

Printing .  12  25' 

Binding  and  covering . . . . .  274  95- 

Books,  new .  138  53 

Books,  replacing  old  ones.... .  230  69 

Covering  paper .  9  60 

Express . 11  05 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  for  gas .  153  80' 

Supplies . 24  88- 

Stationery  and  postage......' .  4  47 

Repairs  and  cleaning . 14  15 

Papers  and  magazines.  . .  66  34 

Balance  on  hand . . . 2  92 


$1581  77 
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Report  of  the  School  Committee. 


Under  the  present  system,  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  furnish  the  town  with  the  more  important  facts  and  de¬ 
tailed  statements  as  to  the  condition  and  needs  of  the- schools. 
And  yet,  it  is  still  the  province  of  the  School  Committee  to  congrat¬ 
ulate  the  town  upon  the  general  prosperity  and  success  of  the  public 
schools  during  the  j  ear,  and  allude,  briefly,  to  some  of  the  more  im¬ 
portant  events  connected  with  their  service. 

Two  of  the  most  valuable  members  of  the  Board  have  voluntarily 
withdrawn  from  further  service  since  the  last  election.  Rev.  J.  T. 
Canavan,  whose  thorough  acquaintance  with  our  public  school  sys¬ 
tem,  and  with  a  large  proportion  of  the  parents  and  cbikh  en  di¬ 
rectly  interested,  rendered  him  one  of  our  most  useful  associates, 
resigned  at  the  close  of  the  summer  term. 

Hon.  Geo.  W,  Johnson,  who  has  been  the  chairman  of  the  Board 
since  the  resignation  of  Judge  Dewey  in  1880,  resigned  at  the  com- 
mencem^ent  of  his  services  in  the  Senate,  to  v^hich  he  had  been  re¬ 
elected.  The  loss  of  a  member  who  brought  to  his  work  the  same 
energy  and  zeal  so  characteristic  of  all  his  public  and  business  life, 
must  be  apparent  to  all. 

Mr.  Mathew  P.  Callanan  and  Dr.  Geo.  L.  Cooke  were  elected  to 
fill  vacancies  occurring  by  these  resignations,  till  the  next  election. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Allard  also  tendered  his  resignation  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  vacation.  Mr.  W.  K.  Hatch  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  was  elected 
as  his  successor,  and  has  made  a  vigorous  beginning  in  his  new  and 
diflScult  position. 

Time  has  proved  that  the  enlargement  of  the  High  School  bujld- 
ing  was  none  too  soon.  The  class  admitted  at  the  opening  of  the . 
Fall  term  swells  the  number  of  pupils  to  about  two  hundred.  Nor 
is  it  to  be  inferred  that  the  standard  of  admission  has  been  lowered. 
Perhaps  the  impression  has  been  made  to  prevail  that  the  Committee 
have  not  used  due  discretion  in  this  matter,  or  have  recklessly 
admitted  pupils  who  should  have  remained  longer  in  the  Grammar 
schools.  But  it  appears  that  out  of  the  class  of  pupils  admitted  in 
September  last,  onl}'  eight  or  nine  failed  to  attain  the  standard 
required  at  the  close  of  the  half-3’ear,  although  it  demanded  a  higher 
rank  than  ever  before.  It  is  doubtless  true  that  the  management 
of  the  lower  grades  of  schools,  and  their  proper  grading  under 
■experienced  superintendents,  have  advanced  pupils  more  rapid!}’, 
and  increased  the  number  fitted  for  the  High  School  at  a  given  time. 
This  .should  be  rather  a  source  of  gratification  than  regret. 

And  again,  since  the  adoption  of  a  Two  Years’  Course  in  the 
High  School,  many  who  would  have  ended  their  studies  at  the 
grammar  schools,  are  induced  to  undertake  the  shorter  term  in  the 
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High  School,  but  would  be,  by  their  circumstances,  debarred  from 
the  full  Four  Years’  Course.  The  High  School  should  be  conducted 
for  the  best  good  of  the  people,  as  a  whole,  and  not  for  any  privi¬ 
leged  class. 

EVENING  SCHOOL. 


The  two  upper  rooms  of  the  Claflin  schoolhouse  have  been  opened 
for  the  evening  school,  and  under  the  charge  of  a  member  of  the 
Board  is  affording  an  excellent  opportunity  for  those  who  cannot  at¬ 
tend  the  day  schools,  but  have  manhood  and  ambition  enough  to 
appropriate  a  few  evenings  in  each  week  to  mental  culture  and  dis¬ 
cipline,  rather  than  waste  them  in  idleness  or  worthless  pleasure. 
Book-keeping  has  been  introduced,  and  many  of  the  pupils  show  a 
marked  proficiency  in  that  department. 

TRUANCY.  ' 


The  evil  of  truancy  still  prevails,  but  the  law  provides  sutfic’ent 
remedies  if  the  town  will  emplo}’  them.  Under  the  by-laws  adopted 
b^’  the  town  in  1864,  the  Selectmen  were  directed  to  employ  three 
truant  officers.  But  the  public  statutes  now  provide  that  the  School 
Committee  shall  appoint  two  or  more  truant  officers,  and  fix  their 
compensation,  who  shall  havepower  to  carry  into  effect  the  by-laws 
of  the  town  in  reference  to  truancy,  and  s,erve  all  legal  processes  to 
that  end.  It  is- the  duty  of  the  town  to  assign  some  place  where 
habitual  truants  may  be  committed  for  reformation.  The  b3'-law& 
referred  to  assign  the  State  ReformSchool  at  Westbo rough.  But^ 
now  the  County  Commissioners  may  establish  a  Truant  School  at 
any  convenient  place,  upon  application  of  three  or  more  towns  in 
the  Count\%  '  It  is  important  that  the  town  should  take  some  ac¬ 
tion  in  this  respect.  - 

The  appropriations  which  the  Committee  ask  for  the  coming  year 
are  as  stated  below. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Committee  will  show  wliy 
larger  amounts  are  required  in  some  of  the  appropriations.* 


Salaries  of  teachers^: . $16,000  00 

Salaiy  of  Superiuteudent . 1,500  00 

Care  of  school-houses . 1,100  00 

Fuel . . . . . * 

Repairs . . . . , . . .  1,500  00 

Evening  school .  500  00 

Incidentals . 1,000  00 


$•22,900  00 


gp:o.  g.  PArtKh:R, 

FRANK  J.  DUrCHER,  [ 
J.  H.  WOOD,  j 

JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY,  ) 
M.  P.  CALLANAN, 

GEO.  L.  COOKE. 


School  Committee 
of 


Milford. 


L 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 


,  The  exi)enses  presented  herewith  cover  the  year  from  February  1, 
1882,  to  February  1,  1883,  and  include  all  bills  as  far  as  obtain¬ 
able.  The  accounts  show  in  what  direction  the  money  has  been 
expended  ;  but  a  little  explanation  as  to  why  some  of  the  appropri¬ 
ations  have  been  insufficiehtt  'may  be  in  order. 

For  several  3"ears  past,  the  school  buildings  have,  not  been  kept 
'  up  as  well  as  would  have  been  done  by  a  private, individual  looking 
to  his  best  pecuniarv  interest.  If  buildings  are  to  be  painted-at.  all, 

■  ' It' is  cheaper  to  keep  them  painted,  than  to  wait  -  until  th^y  are;  so 

badl}'  worn  that  two  coals  are  a  necessit}".  Leaky  robfs  are  also  a 
direct  damage  to  the  property"  within.  One  school-room  has. been 
re-plastered  over  head  the  past  3"ear,  because  the  old  plaster  had  be¬ 
come  loosened  b3^  repeated  wetting.  For  at  least  the  next  w^ear, 
there  will  be  a  considerable  outla3'  required  to  bring  the  exterior  of 
several  large  buildings  into  good  repair. 

The  care  of  school-houses  properly  includes  the  daih'  work  of 
janitors,  and  the  extra  house-cleaning  which  should  annually  be 
done  to  keep  rooms  occupied  b3'  so  large  a  number  of  persons,  in 
suitable  condition.  At  the  rates  now  paid,’  and  the  number  of 
weeks  taught,  the  appropriation  of  one  thousand  dollars  will  not 
cover  the  janitors’  pa3-roll,  leaving  nothing  for  summer  cleaning. 

In  regard  to  fuel,  we  have  used  about  the  same  quantit3’-of  coal 
the  past  3’ear  as  the  year  before,  but  owing  to  a  larger  average  price 
per  ton,  the  expense  has  been  greater.  It  would  be  unreasonable 
to  expect  to  furnish  the  necessaiw  coal  at  six  dollars  per  ton  for  the 
same  figure  paid  when  it  was  but  four  dollars  and  fhirt3’-five  cents, 
as  in  the  report  of  1879-80. 

The  incidental  account  covers  all  biUs  of  supplies,  rent  of  Super- 
.  intendent’s  rooms,  printing,  stationery,  use  of  wells,  'repair  of 
.stoves,  books  for  teachers  and  indigent  pupils,  and  whatever  does 
not  propel  h’  come  within  the  other  appropriations.  One  of  the 
lai'gest  items  annualh’  is  the  keeping  in  satisfactory  order  the  stoves 
.  and  stove-pipe ;  the  natural  wear  and  tear  is  considerable,  at  best, 
iand  crowded  as  the  fires  are  to  warm  man3'  of  the  rooms,  the  life  of 
...stove-lining  and  pipe  is  materially  reduced.  The  small  supplies  are 
npw  in  much  better  condition  than  one  3’ear  ago,  and  by  checking 

■  cyer.3’thing  of  the  kind  against  the  school  where  used,  the  committee 
hope  to  be  able  another  3’car  to  give  a  division  of  expenditures  that 

^  >will  show  the  relative  cost  per  scholar  in  the  different  schools. 

..  In  making  out  the  recommendations  for  appropriations  the  com- 
,  ing  year,  the  committee  have  gone  through  all  the  items,  and  feel 
that  the  amounts  asked  for  are  needed  for  the  efficient  running  of 
the  schools. 
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su  pp:rintendent. 

♦John  W.  Allard,  one-half  year .  750  00 

W.  Hatch,  five-twel fills  year .  625  00 


$13‘45  00 


TEACHING. 

H.  W.  Lull .  $1,537  50 

F.  B.  Sherlmrne . . .  872  50 

Anna  M.  Bancroft . 250  00 

Mav  A  Parkhurst .  512  50 

Alice  'I'.  Hall .  262  50 

Helens.  Eaiiics . 526  69 

Mary  J.  Kelly . 366  87 

Jennie  M.  Russell . 132  GO 

Hannah  M.  Broderick . 302  60 

Mallie  F.  Gleason .  302  60 

Mary  A  .  Hoi  iirook .  38  00 

Kate  Iii.  Martin . 593  36 

Ellen  A.  Moriarty., .  338  20 

Mary  F.  Devine . .* .  302  60 

Einiiie  'I'.  Plait .  302  60 

Edward  Day . * .  593  36 

Carra  V.  Sadler . 338  20 

PKa  VV.  Cook .  39  10 

Ada  A.  Adair . 268  60 

Mary  P\  Ay  1  ward . .  302  60 

Alzie  R.  Hayward .  34  00 

Alice  B.  Chapin . 391  60 

P'austinn  M.  Knight .  302  60 

Kate  Chapin.. .  302  60 

Carrie  L.  IJarns. . 132  60 

Clara  M.  Inman .  175  00 

Susan  E.  Inman . 302  60 

Maggie  P\  Madden .  302  60 

PAa  P2.  Aldrich .  206  80 

Mary  E.  Johnson .  180  00 

Mary  J.  Kelly,  2d . 332  60 

Minnie  L  Mann .  381  60 

Susan  R.  Broderick .  373  80 

Kate  A.  Wall  ace .  132  60 

Annie  P^.  Gleason .  170  00 

Delia  P2.  Gleason . . .  338  20 

A.  Augusta  Cay . 302  60 
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Jennie  £.  Dale . *  391  60 

Amanda  C.  Scammell . 302  60 

S.  E.  Sheldon .  302  60 

Ellen  A.  Devine .  302  60 

Jennie  L.  Goodrich .  302  60 

Anna  L.  Bell .  302  60 

Julia  M.  Barry .  302  60 

Sarah  F.  Burns .  302  60 

Mar}*  E.  Cochran . . . .  •  •  •  302  60 

Kate  McNamara . 302  60 

Lilian  Smith .  70  QO 


^15,729  78 


CARE  OF  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Frank  A.  Morrill .  $206  80 

John  Gaffne}' . 160  20 

Wm.  Kelle}’ .  160  20 

John  E.  Burke . 149  52 

Jas.  D.  Draper . 7i  20 

Mary  Milan . 53  40 

Mrs.  Brennan .  53  40 

Amanda  C.  Scammell . 17  80 

Kale  McNamar  i . . 17  80 

Kate  A.  Wallace .  7  80 

Hannah  Broderick .  7  80 

Susan  R.  Broderick . 17  80 

Minnie  L.  Mann. . . 17  80 

Jennie  E.  Dale . 17  80 

A.  Augusta  Cay.. . 17  oO 

Delia  E.  Gleason . 17  80 

Jennie  L.  Goodrich .  17  80 

Clara  M.  Inman .  10  00 

Annie  F.  Gleason.... .  10  00 

J.  Gaffne}',  extra  cleaning,  etc . 22  .50 

J.  Burke,  “  .  18  00 

W.  J.  Kelly,  “  “  . .  9  35 

Thos.  Tracy,  cleaning  well . . . .  4  00 

Hopedale  Stable,  carting  ashes,  etc .  5  00 

F.  A.  Morrill,  cleaning,  mowing,  etc .  31  88 

Mrs.  Larkin  and  Mrs.  Coone}*,  cleaning .  8  00 

Mrs.  Force,  cleaning . . .  8  00 


$1,139  45 
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REPAIRS.  ■ 

Chapman  &  Winn^  carpenter  work . $1,051  84 

James  Bergin,  “  “  45  28 

W.  F.  Re3molds,  “  “  0  26 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting  and  glazing . 157  :42 

Eldredge  &  Beatte}^,  “  .  28 '65 

E.  M.  No3’es,  “  .  26  37 

‘F.  J.  Ho3't,  gas  piping  at  High  School  house . 82  42 

'John  Taft;  mason  work .  73  50 

David  Ahern,  stone  work .  5  00 

C.  Chehe3',  one-half  fence  at  Park  schoool .  27  96 

Am.  Slate  Roof  Co.,  repairing  High  School  roof .  3  00 

H.  McElwin,  repairing  blackboards .  180  77 

J.  Miller,  turfing  and  grading . 50  75 


$1,742  22 


FUEL. 

Barne3’  &  Sou,  coal .  $333  36 

Ir.  A.  Cook,  “  . 492  00 

Field  Bros.,  “  .  454  00 

Barae3’^  &  Son,  wood .  47  26 

L;  A.  Cook,  ‘  “  76  21 

E.  J.  Frost,  shavings . 9  80 

F.  A.  Morrill,  “  1  00 


$1,413  63 


'  EVENING  SCHOOL.  " 

Joseph  H.  Wood,  teaching .  ...  $306  25 

'  Maiy  E.  Johnson,  teaching . .  47  50 

Annie  F.  Keating,  “  .  75  00 

John  E.  Burke,  care  of  rooms  . .  25  00 

M.  P.  Callanan,  lamps,  can  and  kerosene .  32  97 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal . .  18  00 

Oook  &  Sons,  advertising. .  . . .  3  00 

King  &  Billings,  advertising .  2  00 

Joseph  H.  Wood,  ink .  1  30  ' 


$511  02 
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INCIDENTALS. 

* 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing’  and  advertising .  $  75  75 

King  &  Billings,  “  ‘‘  “  .  29  75 

Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  paper  and  supplies .  60  64 

N.  E.  School  Furnishing  Co.,  “  “  .  52  30 

O.  M.  Adams,  “  “  “  .  40  75 

G.  W.  Stacy,  “  “  . ’•  10  78 

G.  F.  King  &  Merrill,  “  “  “  .  9  60 

Thompson,  Brown  &  Co.,  cards .  1  91 

Winkley,  Thorpe  &  Dresser,  order  books  for  Supt .  9  00 

Thos.  Groom  &  Co.,  order  and  letter  books  for  Sec’y..  18  00 

Knight,  Adams  &  Co.,  Hektograph .  3  75 

Hopedale  Post  Office,  stamped  envelopes  and  postal 

cards .  11  65 

Desk  books  and  charts .  67  71 

Books  for  indigent  children .  74  12 

H.  C.  Dimond  &  Co.,  rubber  stamps  and  ink .  5  00 

C.  F.  Wight,  tuning  High  school  piano .  6  00 

G.  A.  Sherburne,  freight  and  cartage .  8  45 

E.  J.  Frost,  repairing  chairs .  2  25 

Heliotype  Co.,  diplomas  and  new  plate .  35  00 

Miss  M.  S.  Higgins,  ribbon  for  diplomas .  3  22 

J.  H.  Batchelder,  filling  diplomas .  8  00 

Milford  Music  Hall  Co.,  use  of  hall  at  High  school 

graduation .  25  00 

Wm.  Willis  Clarke,  services  at  High  school  graduation  11  00 

Expressage,  telegrams,  etc.,  paid  by  Supt.  and  Sec’}- . . .  6  37 

Boston  Journal,  advertising  for  teacher .  75 

A.  S.  Tuttle,  repairing  stoves  and  supplies .  25  11 

J.  W.  Harris,  “  “  197  12 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  “  “  ‘‘  .  51  59 

D.  B.  Jenks,  sod  cutter,  etc .  1  71 

O.  Happen,  brushes,  coal  hods,  etc .  39  75 

Milford  Savings  Bank,  rent  of  Supfs  room .  75  00 

R.  C.  Eldredge,  repairing  clocks .  9  65 

G.  H.  Whittemore,  “  “  .  2  00 

E.  S.  Ritchie  &  Sons,  chemical  apparatus  for  High 

school .  20  79 

O.  B.  Pond,  enc3’clopaBdia . ' .  12  00 

A.  G.  Whitcomb,  desks  for  High  school .  51  00 

B.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co.,  freight .  1  41 

H.  L.  Patrick,  water  pail .  25 

J.  Allen  Rice,  chemicals  for  High  schooL .  19  15 

J.  L.  Buxton,  fitting  keys . s.  2  30 

Thomas  Donahoe,  services  and  expenses  as  truant 

officer .  50  00 

D.  Ahern,  use  of  well .  5  00 

O.  B.  Parkhurst,  “  “  “  5  00 
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R.  Stone,  “  “  “  .  3  00 

G.  O.  Hatch,  “  “  “  .  5  00 

J*  Madden,  “  “  “  2  years .  10  00 

J.  Gleason,  “  “  “  . .  3  00 

Mrs.  FitzMorris,  “  “  3  years .  6  00 

T.  Wallace.  ‘‘  “  “  .  5  00 


Si, 1^7  58 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Teaching . S10,000  00 

Evening  school .  500  00 

Care  of  school  houses .  1,000  00 

Superintendent .  1,500  00 

Incidentals .  800  00 

Fuel .  1,000  00 

Repairs .  1,000  00 

School  fund .  186  49 

Dog  tax  (one  half) .  238  33 


$22,224  82 


EXPENSES. 

Teaching . $15,729  78 

Evening  School .  511  02 

Caie  of  school  houses .  1,139  45 

Superintendent .  1,375  00 

Incidentals . *. .  1,177  58 

Fuel . . ...  1,413  63 

Repairs .  1,742  22 


$23,088  68 

Exceeded .  $863  86 

F.  J.  BUTCHER,  Secretary. 


Report  of  Superintendent  of  Schools. 


To  The  School  Committee  of  Milford— Gentlemp:n  :  The  first 
annual  report  of  the  present  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  the  interests 


entrusted  to  his  charge,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

STATISTICS.  ■  >  " 

Population  of  Milford,  census  of  1880 . 9310 

Number  of  children  between  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  May  1, 1882 . .  17615 

Number  of  different  scholars  enrolled . . .  2154 

Total  average  membership . *.....  1544 

Average  daily  attendance . 1430 

Ratio  of  attendance  to  average  membership,  per  cent .  93: 

Number  of  pupils  over  fifteen  years  of  age .  197 

t 

Number  of  pupils  under  five  years  of  age .  2T 

Number  cases  of  tardiness . 2610’ 

Number  visits  made  by  Superintendent  since  September  1,  1882 .  327 

Number  visits  made  by  citizens  since  September  1,  1882 . 692 

Number  of  school  buildings .  20 

Number  of  school  rooms  in  use . .  37 

Number  of  teachers .  41 


For  detailed  statement  of  attendance,  and  other  items  of  interest  for 
the  fall  term,  attention  is  called  to  the  tabular  summary  on  page  GO  of 
this  report. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  total  enrollment  of  pupils  in  the  public  schools  for  the  past  year,, 
was  2154.  Enrollment  in  the  Parochial  and  other  private  institutions,^ 
255.  Making  the  total  number  enrolled  in  all  the  schools  in  town,  2409. 

The  enrollment  in  the  public  schools  for  1881,  was  2203.  This  shows 
a  decrease  for  1882  of  49.  The  average  daily  attendance  for  1881  was 
1475,  a  falling  off  of  only  36.  The  number  of  children  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  fifteen  reported  in  1882,  was  109  less  than  in  1881. 
This  would  show  a  slight  gain  in  attendance,  were  it  not  that  since  the 
taking  of  the  school  census  the  increase  in  population  has  quite,  if  not 
fully,  repaired  the  apparent  loss. 

The  average  daily  attendance  compared  with  the  total  enrollment,  is 
67  per  cent. ;  compared  with  the  average  membership,  93  per  cent. 
This  is  a  very  good  showing,  yet  one  that  is  still  capable  of  improve¬ 
ment. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tardiness  for  1882,  amounts  to  2610.  The 
cases  of  dismissal  would  fully  equal  this.  The  absence  of  data  of  pre¬ 
vious  years,  prevents  comparison ;  but  that  the  ratio  is  too  large  is  evi¬ 
dent,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  coming  year  will  show  a  decided 
decrease. 

Irregular  attendance  in  the  schools,  is  an  evil  that  is  productive  of 
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mischief  in  mjiiiy  ways.  Strenuous  eftorts  have  been  made  to  iinprovi^ 
it,  and  recent  report  show  some  advancement  in  tlie  right  direction. 
But  the  results  can  never  be  satisfactory  until  parents  heartily  co-oper¬ 
ate  with  the  teachers  in  their  eftorts  to  attain  them.  Many  cases  of 
necessary  absence  must  occur  on  account  of  sickness,  domestic  troubles 
or  equally  valid  reasons.  Although  these  are  to  be  regretted,  the  fact 
is  recognized  that  they  are  unavoidable,  and  if  contined  within  such 
limits  there  would  be  no  just  cause  for  complaint.  Such  cases,  how¬ 
ever,  form  a  small  part  of  the  absences.  By  far  the  greater  number, 
are  from  trivial  causes.  Many  parents  are  forgetful  of  the  fact  that 
every  half-day’s  absence  is  detrimental  to  the  progress  not  only  of  tlie 
absentee  but  also  of  the  whole  class. 

Some  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  regulation  requiring  stated 
reasons  for  absence  or  tardiness.  Some  teachers  may  be  indiscreet  in 
the  enforcement  of  the  rule,  living  up  to  the  letter  rather  than  the  s[)irit 
of  the  law.  Teachers  are  blamed  frequently  if  pupils  are  not  advanced 
Avith  their  class,  and  often  by  those  whose  children  attend  school  with 
the  least  regularity.  With  a  knowledge  of  all  causes  of  absence,  teach¬ 
ers  are  enabled  to  distinguish  those  Avhich  are  for  insufticient  reasoiis, 
advise  the  pupil  of  the  injury  that  absence  entails,  and  confer  with  par¬ 
ents  to  bring  about  a  change,  if  possible,  for  the  better.  I  feel  that  the 
justice  of  such  a  rule  Avill  be  recognized,  if  parents  will  give  the  matter 
due  consideration. 

If  absences  are  inexcusable  in  many  instances,  frequent  cases  of  tar¬ 
diness  are  much  less  so.  Every  school  should  begin  on  tlie  appointed 
minute,  and  every  pupil  then  be  in  his  seat  prepared  for  the  opening 
exercises  of  the  school.  Habits  of  punctuality  should  be  constantly  in¬ 
stilled  into  the  minds  of  scholars.  Each  day  pujiils  are  acquiring  habits 
that  Avill  affect  their  Avhole  after-life.  How  iK'cessary,  then,  that  these 
should  be  of  promptitude  and  a  strict  obseiwaiice  of  duty. 

Teachers  should  always  bear  in  mind  that  example  is  stronger  (han 
precept,  and  should  put  that  in  practice  daily  Avhich  they  would  inqiress 
upon  the  minds  of  those  under  their  charge.  A  few  in  the  past  year 
have  given  just  cause  for  criticism,  by  neglect  of  that  regulation  Avhicii 
requires  punctual  attendance  at  their  respective  rooms. 

If  the  best  results  are  to  be  attained  in  attendance,  school  should  be 
made  an  attractive  place  for  children. 

When  our  children  learn  to  regard  the  school  room  as  a  place  of 
pleasant  associations,  and  feel  a  joy  and  pride  in  their  Avork,  Ave  shall 
have  fcAver  absentees,  feAver  derelictions  of  duty. 


TRUANCY. 


The  report  of  your  faithful  and  eflicient  truant  officers,  gives  lO;) 
cases  that  came  under  their  notice  the  past  year.  This  does  not  show 
the  diftei-ent  indhdduals,  as  many  cases  are  of  a  few  habitual  truants. 
Many  cases  occur,  hoAvever,  that  are  unknoAvn  to  the  officers. 

The  number  of  cases  of  truancy  has  materially  decreased  during  the 
last  of  the  year,  through  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  and  officers  and 
the  removal  from  toAvn  of  some  of  the  Avorst  offenders. 

Truancy  is  truJ)  an  oftence  against  the  parent,  Avhose  desires  and  or¬ 
ders  are  primarily  disobeyed ;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  all  teachers  and 
school  officei-s  lo  use  every  means,  both  of  influence  aud  law,  to  check  it. 
It  has  proven  suffici(  ut,  in  many  cases,  simply  to  notify  the  parents 
and  confer  Avith  them.  There  are  some  hardened  cases,  hoAvever,  that 
need  summary  treatment,  and  Avhom  no  mild  means  reach.  Your  of- 
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ticers  complains  of  the  inefficiency  of  tlie  law  relating  to  juvenile  offend¬ 
ers.  What  can  be  done  for  those  children  upon  whom  the  influence  of 
teachers  and  parents  have  no  eftect?  And  still  further,  what  is  to  be 
done  with  that  more  deplorable  class  of  neglected  children  whose  par¬ 
ents  neither  know  nor  care  whether  they  attend  school  or  not,  and 
who  roam  our  streets  day  and  night,  growing  up  in  ignorance  and  vice? 

DISCIPLINE. 

The  primary  element  of  success  in  any  school,  is  good  order.  It  is 
the  outgrowth  of  discipline.  Many  teachers,  seemingly  possessed  of 
every  other  requisite  for  success,  have  been  complete  failures  through 
inability  to  govern  their  schools  properly. 

The  air  of  every  school  room  should  be  that  of  quiet  industry.  Un¬ 
wholesome  restraint  indicated  by  the  motionless  gaze  or  the  sullen 
countenances  of  pupils,  sometimes  seen  in  a  school  room,  is  a  certain 
kind  of  discipline,  but,  if  anything,  more  pernicious  in  its  effects  than 
disorder. 

That  school  is  best  governed  whose  time  is  so  fully  occupied  by  at¬ 
tention  to  school  duties,  that  there  is  no  thought  of  governing  or  being 
governed.  In  many  of  our  schools  the  discipline  is  all  that  is  required ; 
in  others  it  is  by  far  too  lax.  The  impression  seems  to  exist  in  the 
minds  of  many  of  the  people,  and  allowed  to  remain,  or  at  least  toler¬ 
ated,  that  the  ‘ffiusy  hum  of  industry”  is  necessary  to  insure  progress — 
that  thought  emanates  from  the  lips  rather  than  from  the  brain. 

A  number  of  cases  of  corporal  punishment  were  reported  in  the  first 
two  months  of  the  fall  term.  Several  were  taken  by  appeal  to  the  Su¬ 
perintendent  and  Committee.  Corporal  punishment  has  been  abolished 
in  our  High  School.  That  it  may  disappear  from  all  the  schools,  with 
all  other  punishments  that  tend  to  arouse  the  worst  elements  of  the 
child’s  nature,  is  to  be  devoutly  wished.  It  is  now  so  restricted,  that 
the  cases  are  fewer.  Milder  means  of  restraint  have  been  substituted, 
and  in  schools  with  judicious  teachers  the  good  results  are  already  per¬ 
ceptible.  New  York  city,  and  several  large  cities  of  Massachusetts, 
abandoned  the  use  of  the  rod  in  their  schools  several  years  ago.  Teach¬ 
ers  and  Superintendents  alike  in  those  cities,  bear  testimony  to  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  such  a  course. 

The  efficacy  of  school  government  must  depend  in  a  great  measure 
on  the  manner  in  which  teachers  exercise  their  authority.  It  should  be 
the  endeavor  of  every  teacher  to  convince  pupils  that  she  is  theil*  friend, 
that  his  only  aim  is  their  improvement  and  their  good.  He  should  be 
firm  and  resolute,  but  kind  and  considerate.  Prompt  and  implicit  obe¬ 
dience  should  be  insisted  upon,  and  a  strict  observance  of  all  rules  and 
precepts.  It  has  been  aptly  said  that  good  order  implies  impression 
rather  than  repression.  Let  school  government  be  so  conducted  as  to 
recognize  the  iieculiar  natures,  wants  and  dispositions  of  scholars,  and 
the  problem  of  order  is  solved. 

MORALS  AND  MANNERS. 

The  subject  of  the  morals  and  manners  of  our  children,  is  one  that 
demands  the  thoughtful  and  careful  consideration  of  all  teachers  and 
parents.  Many  persons  already  hesitate  about  sending  their  children  to 
the  public  schools,  les^they  may  acquire  habits  and  vices  that  no  home 
influence  can  counteract.  Recesses  have  been  abandoned  in  several 
large  cities  for  reasons  urged,  the  most  cogent  of  which  is  the  spread 
of  vice  and  the  contamination  incident  to  the  play-ground.  The  ene- 
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mies  of  the  public  school  S3"stem  are  attacking  it  upon  this  ground;  and 
it  is  aii  indisjmtable  fact,  and  a  deplorable  one,  that  it  is  a  very  vulner¬ 
able  point. 

My  attention  has  been  frequently  called  to  the  rudeness  and  ill-bred 
manners  of  many  children  upon  our  streets,  in  places  of  public  amuse¬ 
ment,  upon  the  play-ground,  and,  I  am  son*}'  to  sa}',  in  the  very  school¬ 
room.  It  is  no  unusual  occurrence  in  passing  a  group  of  boys  upon  the 
street,  to  hear  the  obscene  jest,  the  vulgar  slang,  or  the  vile  oath  freely 
bandied  back  and  forth. 

A  great  responsibilit}^,  therefore,  rests  uijon  those  to  whom  the  train¬ 
ing  of  our  children  is  entrusted.  But  teachers  cannot  bear  the  burden 
alone.  It  must  be  shared  by  parents  and  those  to  whom  their  religious 
instruction  is  assigned. 

Our  schools  vaiy  greatly  in  respect  to  the  bearing  and  deportment  of 
the  pupils  in  them.  The  question  naturally  arises,  to  what  is  this  due? 
Location  might  be  pleaded,  were  it  true  "that  in  schools  lying  in  the 
worst  neighborhoods,  wrongs  against  morality  and  decenc)"  were  most 
prevalent.  I  have  not  alwa^^s  found  this  to  be  the  case,  although  neigh¬ 
borhood  has  its  etfect. 

It  is  within  the  power  of  teachers  to  a  great  extent  to  mould  their 
children  at  their  will;  and  if  they  do  not  accomplish  good  results,  with 
them  must  lie  the  blame. 

In  the  school-room,  on  the  school-ground,  the  j)upils  are  under  the 
immediate  supeiwision  and  control  of  the  teacher,  and  there,  at  least, 
disrespect  to  elders,  rude  and  overbearing  treatment  of  each  other, 
should  not  be  observed.  Obscenity,  'profanity  and  vicious  habits  in 
a  pupil,  is  good  cause  for  expulsion  and-  will  be  so  interpreted.  By 
l)recept  and  example,  teachers  should  daily  strive  to  implant  in  the 
minds  of  their  scholars  principles  of  rectitude,  a  sense  of  dut}^  and  of 
moral  obligation,  teaching  them  to  shun  lying,  deceit,  a  desire  to  steal, 
cruelt}'  to  animals,  unkind  ness  to'each  other,  laziness,  procrastination, 
arrogance  and  self-conceit,  and  all  things  tiiat  tend  to  debase  or  lower. 

When  we  send  out  from  our  schools  children  tilled  with  a  love  of  jus¬ 
tice,  truthfulness,  honesty,  benevolence,  obedience,  tidelit}"  to  eveiy 
trust,  and  a  high  sense  of  patriotism,  we  have  accomplished  a  result  of 
greater  importance  than  sim])le  intellectual  development,  and  of  greater 
good  to  them  and  to  society. 

IXS.TUIJCTIOX. 

The  instruction  on  the  part  of  a  greater  ])ortion  of  the  teachers,  has 
been  earnest  and  abh'  conducted.  Idiere  has  been  but  slight  variation 
in  the  course  of  study  from  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Changes,  how¬ 
ever,  will  be  made  in  the  details  of  the  school  work  when  occasion  de¬ 
mands.  In  reviewing  what  has  been  done  in  our  schools  the  past  few 
years,  there  is  just  cause  for  gratification ;  but  much  still  remains  to  be 
accomplished,  which  will  require  time,  i)atience  and  laborious,  thought¬ 
ful  studv. 

%/ 

1?EAI)IX(J. 

Your  Superintendent  has  heard  reading  by  nearly  eveiy  class  in  th  e 
schools,  and  has  tested  the  work  in  diflerent  ways.  Most  of  the  teach¬ 
ers  have  excellent  ideas  of  the  best  methods  of  instructing  in  reading, 
and  handle  their  classes  with  skill,  productive  of  good  results.  This  is 
especially  true  of  the  Primary  grades.  The  reading  of  the  Gramma r 
scliools,  as  a  rule,  does  not  exhibit  that  progress  that  we  would  expect 
from  the  yu’oficiency  attained  in  the  lower  grades.  A  loss  in  natural  - 
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ness  of  expression  and  distinctness  of  utterance  is  noticeable,  iior 
does  there  seem  evinced  that  clear  comprehension  of  the  thought  in¬ 
volved,  without  which  reading  is  a  mere  mechanical  expression  of 
sound. 

Teachers  should  be  ever  mindful  that  good  reading  means  good^  oral 
expression,  and  an  intelligent  comprehension  of  each  individual  idea, 
and  its  relation  to  the  other  ideas  involved — that  pupils  should  be  drill¬ 
ed  in  silent  as  well  as  oral  reading.  Silent  reading  is  that  employed 
almost  entirely  in  after-life,  and  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  importance. 

I  would  suggest  that,  in  connection  with  the  reading  exercises,  the 
attention  of  the  pupils  be  directed  to  suitable  books  for  home  reading. 
Let  lists  of  books  be  prepared  adapted  to  the  acquirements  of  pupils  in 
the  diflerent  grades.  These  lists  are  to  be  approved  by  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  and  Board.  Books  from  the  lists  should  be  assigned  at  stated 
intervals  to  the  class,  who  should  be  encouraged  in  any  way  to  read 
them.  After  the  dapse  of  sufficient  time  for  a  thorough  perusal  on 
the  part  of  the  pupils  of  the  books  assigned — teachers  to  ascertain  how 
many  had  been  able  to  procure  and  read  them — discuss  the  works  with 
the  class,  and  by  careful,  pointed  questions  learn  to  what  extent  the 
readers  had  profited.  By  this  plan  pupils  may  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  best  literature,  be  instructed  how  to  read  for  the  greatest  profit, 
their  taste  for  good  reading  cultivated,  and  the  pernicious  efiects  of  this 
educational  trash  that  is  corrupting  the  minds  of  our  youth  of  to-day, 
in  a  great  measure  counteracted. 

LANGUAGE. 

In  language,  one  of  the  most  essential  branches,  good  work  is  being 
done.  Beginning  with  the  construction  of  the  simplest  sentences  in  the 
Primary  rooms,  the  study  is  systematically  carried  on  until  the  fourth 
grade  Grammar  room  is  reached.  The  pupil  then  begins  the  use  of 
Swintoii’s  Language  Primer.  New  Language  Lessons  are  begun  in 
Number  Three  and  finished  in  Number  Four  grade.  Technical  gram¬ 
mar  is  left  to  the  last  year  in  the  Grammar  schools,  its  proper  sphere,  if 
it  has  one  below  the  Fligli  school,  which  I  seriously  doubt.^ 

The  aim  of  instruction  in  this  branch  should  be  a  cultivation  in  tlie 
pupilof  the  artof  expressing  themselves  in  correct,  forcible  and  idiomatic 
English.  All  exercises  should  be  a  means  to  this  end.  That  much  is 
being  accomplished  in  the  study  of  language  in  the  schools,  is  shown  by 
the  character  of  the  written  exercises  and  the  good  taste  and  correctness 
displayed  by  the  pupils  in  oral  expression. 

ARITHMETIC. 

A  change  in  Arithmetics  has  been  made  the  past  year.  A  text-book 
constructed  to  meet  the  demands  of  modern  methods  of  instruction, 
essentiall}^  Ijractical  in  its  make-up,  and  unburdened  with  useless  mat¬ 
ter,  has  been  ado])ted.  With  the  new  book  a  greater  interest  has  been 
given  to  the  instruction  in  this  branch,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  good  results.  The  importance  of  the  study  of  arithmetic  is 
second  to  none.  The  first  few  years  of  the  pupil’s  school  life  are  to  be 
given  to  the  study  of  numbers.  By  constant  drill,  repetition  after  rep¬ 
etition,  he  is  to  become  thoroughly  versed  in  all  the  simple  combina¬ 
tions,  and  be  able  to  apply  them  to  practical  examples.  He  is  to  learn 
early  the  use  of  the  slate  and  pencil  in  expressing  arithmetical  oxiera- 
tions.  As  he  advances,  the  power  of  memory,  observation,  imagina¬ 
tion,  invention  and  reason  are  to  be  developed  and  disciplined.  Arriv¬ 
ing  at  fractional  and  compound  numbers,  the  same  methods  of  instruc- 
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tion  are  to  be  employed  as  in  the  integral.  The  units  of  weight,  time 
and  measure  are  to  be  brought  into  the  presence  of  pupils  and  put  into 
actual  use  by  them  in  finding  the  data  for  their  problems. 

Such  has  been  the  general  plan  pursued  in  teaching  this  study  in  the 
schools.  A  large  amount  and  great  variety  of  concrete  work  is  given ; 
rote  work  is  fast  disappearing.  It  yet  remains  for  your  Board  to  equip 
the  schools  with  such  necessary  apparatus  as  will  complete  the  plan  of 
instruction  and  render  the  efibrts  of  the  teachers  of  the  highest  good. 


PENMANSHIP. 

The  same  general  criticism  can  be  made  as  to  the  instruction  in  pen¬ 
manship  in  the  schools  as  was  made  in  relation  to  reading.  The  hand¬ 
writing  of  the  pupils  in  the  Grammar  grades  does  not  meet  the  expec- 
tions  that  their  proficiency  in  the  lower  grades  would  warrant.  The 
slate  pencil  is  placed  in  the  child’s  hand  the  first  day  of  school  life.  Be¬ 
fore  he  leaves  the  Primary  grade,  he  writes  a  fair  round  hand  with  the 
lead  pencil.  Upon  entering  the  Grammar  schools,  he  takes  pen  and 
ink,  and  by  the  time  that  he  has  completed  the  second  year,  a  cleai> 
legible  hand  should  be  acquired.  After  the  ability  is  once  gained,  the 
habit  of  constantly  doing  good  work  must  supplement  it,  or  deteiora- 
tion  may  be  expected.  Let  the  pupils  be  held  daily  to  a  strict  account 
for  the  neat  and  legible  appearance  of  all  their  written  exercises,  and 
give  this  branch  due  weight  in  respect  to  promotion,  and  better  results 
may  be  expected. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Oral  instruction  is  given  in  this  branch,  in  the  Primary  grade.  The 
form  and  size  of  the  earth;  the  divisions  of  its  surface  into  land  and 
water;  distance,  direction,  position;  the  cardinal  points  of  the  horizon, 
and  a  variet}^  of  elementary  knowledge,  is  xu’esented  by  the  teachers  in 
familiar  talks  with  their  pupils.  A  text-bock  is  taken  in  the  Fourth 
Grade  Grammar,  and  its  use  continued  for  four  years. 

The  methods  of  instruction  in  greography  are  the  least  satisfactory  of 
any  in  the  schools.  Rote  work  is  the  characteristic.  The  question  and 
answer  method  is  followed  almost  entirely  in  the  treatment  of  every 
subject.  Scholars’  minds  are  burdened  each  day  with  a  mass  of  facts 
to  be  as  soon  forgotten.  Tojiics  are  not  treated  systematically  and  with 
profit.  Your  Superintendent  has  found  xmpil  after  puiiil  floundering' 
and  stumbling  through  the  text,  attemjDting  to  give  the  words  of  the 
books  without  the  faintest  comprehension  of  the  terms  that  they  were 
using  or  the  object  for  which  the  lessons  were  assigned.  Map-drawing 
is  an  unknown  quantity.  These  are  xilain  truths,  but  truths  that  cannot 
be  ignored  or  palliated.  Teachers  are  not  wholly  to  blame  for  this 
state  of  things.  Several  causes  may  be  ascribed.  First:  map-drawing 
has  not  been  introduced,  without  which  the  study  of  geography  is 
almost  a  farce.  Second:  the  text-books  in  use  are  not  constructed 
after  a  model  to  best  supijlement  the  efibrts  of  the  teachers.  The 
Higher  Geography  is  burdened  with  a  mass  of  non-essential  matter, 
and  in  plan  and  construction  is  not  fitted  to  the  work  of  the  preceding 
book.  Thirdly:  the  schools  are  utterly  destitute  of  suitable  majDS 
and  globes  with  which  to  Illustrate  and  fasten  the  topics  discussed. 
This  last  and  important  need  should  be  suioplied  at  once,  and  if  neces¬ 
sary  by  sx)ecial  api)ro}n*iation. 
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7IIST0KY. 

TJie  study  of  History  is  now  confined  to  the  highest  Grammar  grade . 
Profitable  work  might  be  done  in  an  elementary  way  in  the  second 
grade.  The  principal  events  in  the  different  periods  of  our  country’s 
history,  could  there  be  presented  to  pupils  through  geographies,  biogra¬ 
phies  and  elementary  histories,  and  talks  with  the  class  by  the  teachers. 

Geography  and  history  are  intimately  connected,  and,  as  far  as  prac¬ 
ticable,  instruction  in  them  should  go  hand  in  hand.  The  study  of  his¬ 
tory  should  be  by  topics.  These  should  be  assigned  the  class,  and  each 
pupil  in  recitation  should  give  all  that  he  knows  of  the  topic  assigned 
him,  without  being  questioned  by  the  teacher.  After  the  pupil  has 
given  all  that  he  knows,  and  in  good  language,  questions  should  then 
be  put  to  correct  errors  and  call  attention  to  omissions.  Maps  should 
be  constructed  of  the  place  in  which  the  principal  historical  events 
occurred.  These  maps  should  be  drawn  and  used  in  recitations.  Re¬ 
view  schemes  of  the  principal  battles,  etc.,  should  be  placed  upon  the 
blackboard.  These  reviews  should  be  frequent.  A  course  of  reading* 
should  be  mapped  out,  and  scholars  directed  to  the  sources  of  informa¬ 
tion  relating  to  the  study.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  increased  interest 
ma}?^  be  awakened  in  this  branch,  and  a  fuller  and  more  comprehensive 
knowledge  be  acquired  than  heretofore. 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  PROMOTIONS. 

The  committee  acted  favorably  on  the  suggestion  that  all  promotions 
in  the  schools,  above  the  second-grade  Primary,  be  based  upon  exami¬ 
nations  and  the  daily  recitations  of  the  year. 

One  oral  examination  is  given  by  the  teacher  in  mid-term  week ;  one 
written  examination,  from  printed  questions,  is  given  by  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  at  the  close  of  each  term.  These,  with  the  daily  recitations  of 
the  pupils  for  the  year,  determine  promotions.  An  average  in  all 
studies  of  70  per  cent,  must  be  attained,  to  entitle  a  pupil  to  be  promot¬ 
ed.  Special  examinations  may  be  accorded  pupils,  when  occasion  de¬ 
mands.  A  standing  must  be  reached  of  75  per  cent,  in  such  cases. 
The  papers  of  the  pupils  in  the  written  examinations  are  corrected  by 
the  teachers,  and  placed  on  tile  in  the  Superintendent’s  office  for  inspec¬ 
tion  and  approval.  This  regulation  has  been  in  effect  one  term,  and 
has  already  produced  good  results.  The  responsibility  rests  with  th  e 
teachers  whether  it  shall  work  the  object  for  which  it  is  intended.  Im¬ 
partial,  uniform,  .accurate  ranking  must  be  done  by  each  and  every 
teacher,  that  no  injustice  be  wrought  upon  the  scholars,  and  no  good 
ground  given  to  parents  for  complaint. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  High  School  is  the  outgrowth  of  our  public  school  system,  and 
its  success  must  depend  in  a  great  measure  on  the  amount  and  quality 
of  the  work  done  in  the  lower  grades.  The  progress  of  the  class  enter¬ 
ing  the  High  School  is  retarded,  when  any  amount  of  preparatory  work 
is  necessary  which  should  have  been  done  in  the  graded  schools. 

The  crowded  condition  of  our  High  School  furnishes  us  food  for 
reflection.  A  careful  comparison  made  by  your  jorincipal  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  fall  term,  with  the  High  Schools  of  a  number  of  neighbor¬ 
ing  towns  and  cities,  seems  to  prove  that  its  growth  and  conditio  n  is 
abnormal. 

Eighty-three  passed  the  required  examinations  of  last  June,  and  w  ere 
admitted.  This  was  a  gain  of  ten  on  the  class  of  ’81,  and  the  class  of 
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"’81  was  the  largest  known  in  the  Jiistory  of  the  school.  This  gain  can¬ 
not  be  accounted  for  by  increase  of  school  population ;  for  the  number 
of  children  in  the  town  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  as  reported 
by  the  assessors  for  the  year  1882,  was  109  less  than  in  the  year  1881. 
That  this  constant  increase  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  quality  of  the 
work  done  in  the  lower  schools  at  the  present  time,  in  comparison  with 
that  done  in  the  High  School,  is  so  superior  as  to  send  scholars  there 
several  years  younger  than  formerly,  and  equally  well  fitted  to  meet  its 
requirements,  is  scarcely  to  be  admitted.  To  grant  this,  would  be  to 
acknowledge  that  the  High  School  had  failed  to  advance  with  the  other 
schools.  An  examination  of  the  course  of  study  and  the  number  of 
cases  reported  of  pupils  in  the  two  lower  classes  in  the  High  School 
who  have  been  unable  to  perform  the  required  duties  and  maintain  the 
standing  in  their  respective  classes,  seems  to  reveal  other  causes.  Hereto¬ 
fore,  admissions  to  the  High  School  have  been  by  a  single  examination 
held  in  June  of  each  year.  A  single  examination  is  not  a  fair  test  of 
the  ability  or  knowledge  of  any  scholar.  A  change  in  the  method  of 
•admission  was  proposed  to  your  Board  last  fall,  and  accepted  by  them. 
The  single  examination  is  virtually  abolished,  and  the  work  done  the 
last  year  in  the  Grammar  grade  is  to  be  the  test.  An  average  stand  of 
70  per  cent,  for  the  whole  year  based  upon  three  things,  namely:  one 
oral  examination  given  each  term  by  the  teachers,  one  written  each 
term  b}'  the  Superintendent  and  the  daily  averages,  is  to  be  attained 
to  secure  promotion.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  mistakes  in  admitting 
scholars  to  the  High  School  will  be  fewer  and  the  results  more  satis¬ 
factory. 

Notwithstanding  the  increased  accommodations  furnished  by'  the  en¬ 
largement  of  the  school  building,  if  the  next  class  of  candidates  is  as 
large  as  the  two  previous  years  the  seating  capacity  will  be  insufficient 
without  throwing  one  recitation  room  into  the  main  hall. 

Most  excellent  instruction  characterizes  the  school ;  efficiency  and 
thoroughness  mark  each  department.  The  instructors  are  scholarly  and 
enthusiastic,  and  to  their  fidelity  to  duty  is  due  in  great  measure  the 
progressive  work  of  the  school.  One  resignation  has  occurred  in  the 
year.  Miss  Anna  M.  Bancroft,  a  lady  of  culture,  a  teacher  of  rare 
ability  and  enthusiasm,  withdrew,  and  Miss  Alice  T.  Hall,  a  graduate 
of  Wellesley  college,  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  average  attendance  for  the  whole  year  has  been  176,  and  for 
the  fall  term  193.  Each 'teacher  now  has  an  average  of  48  pupils  to 
instruct.  Teachers  in  a  high  school  cannot  do  themselves  or  their  pu¬ 
pils  justice  with  such  large  classes.  The  amount  of  preparatory  work 
that  devolves  upon  the  teachers  in  this  department  is  necessarily  greater 
than  in  lower  grades,  and  the  extra  out-of-school  work  that  our  high 
school  teachers  are  compelled  to  do  is  detrimental  alike  to  the  highest 
^good  of  pupils  and  instructors,  and  calls  for  relief.  It  may  be  well  to 
state  here  that  the  average  number  of  pupils  to  each  teacher  in  high 
schools  throughout  the 'state  is  thirty.  In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Board,  which  went  into  eft'ect  Jan.  2,  1882,  pupils  in  the  High  School 
nre  required  to  maintain  a  general  average  in  all  studies  of  GO  per  cent., 
and  in  each  study  at  least  50  per  cent.  Failing  in  this,  thev  are  not  to  be 
promoted.  The  standard  is  sufficiently  low,  and  any  pupil  wlio  does 
.not  reach  it  should  be  unhesitatingly  dropped. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  similar  to  those  of  the  preceding  year. 
The  class  were  assigned  no  |)arts,  but  continued  in  their  regular  studies 
until  the  last  day  of  the  term.  The  following  programme  was  carried 
«out : 
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1.  PIANO  VOLUNTARY. 


MISS  JENNIE  S.  TUFTS. 


2.  CHORUS  BY  THE  SCHOOL.  High  School  March . Geo.  Veazie,  Jr. 

MISS  TUFTS,  ACCOMPANIST. 

3.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  GRADUATING  CLASS. 

REV.  J.  T.  CANAVAN. 


4.  SONG  —  “  O  Loving  Heart  Trust  on,” . . . Gottschalk 

WM.  AVILEIS  CLARK. 

5.  INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS, 

CEO.  W.  JOHNSON,  CHAIRMAN  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

6.  ADDRESS  —  GOV.  JOHN  D.  LONG. 


7.  SONG — Proverbs 


a.  When  Poverty  Knocks,  \ 

b.  A  Bird  in  Hand,  \ 


Roeckel 


WM.  AVILLIS  CLARK. 

8.  PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS. 

9.  CHORUS  BY  .SCHOOL  —  “Far  Away  the  Camp  Fires  Burn” . Mercadante 


COURSES;  (E.)  ENGLISH;  (F.)  FRENCH;  (L.)  LATIN;  (C.)  CLASSICAL. 

FOUR  YEARS. 


Names. 

Courses. 

Names. 

Courses. 

Thomas  Franqis  Connifi’, 

E. 

F. 

Alice  Minnie  Aylward, 

E. 

F.  L. 

Timothy  James  Dempsey, 

E. 

c.  t 

Sarah  Priscilla  Chapin, 

E. 

F. 

Charles  Henry  Fisher, 

E. 

F. 

Ella  Thayer  Chilson, 

E. 

L. 

Richard  Augustine  Gilfoyle, 

E. 

F.  L.  t 

Mary  Frances  De  Sautell, 

E. 

F.  L. 

William  Elijah  Knights, 

E. 

F. 

Jennie  Louise  Devine, 

E. 

L. 

Charles  Henry  Morrill, 

C. 

Susan  Geneva  Gallagher, 

E. 

F.  L. 

Edmund  Francis  Murphy, 

E. 

Mary  Anna  Hannan, 

E. 

F.  L. 

Jerry  Thomas  Murphy, 

E. 

F. 

Lillian  Jennette  Haven, 

E. 

F. 

Frank  Clifford  Phillips, 

E. 

F. 

Annie  Elizabeth  Heath, 

E. 

F. 

Percival  Shea, 

E. 

Eflie  Anna  Holmes, 

E. 

F. 

John  Vincent  Sweeney, 

E. 

c.  t 

Catherine  Ellen  O’Callaghan, 

E. 

F.  L. 

Irving  Warren  Sweet, 

E. 

Mary  Olivia  Sumner, 

E. 

F.  L. 

Henry  Johnson  W'ood, 

C. 

Jennie  Sophia  Tufts, 

E. 

F. 

Neltie  Augusta  Warfield, 
Anna  Augusta  Woodbury, 


E. 

E. 


L. 

F. 


TWO  YEARS. 


Names. 

Michael  James  Aliern, 
William  Henry  Aylward, 
Ernest  Lincoln  Cook, 


Courses. 

C. 

C. 

E. 


Names. 


Abbic  Loumira  Flagg,  E. 


Harry  Willard  Haven, 
Harry  Granville  Krum, 
Arthur  Whitmore  Vant, 


Coui’ses. 

E. 


L.  t 

E. 

C. 


X  Partial  Course. 

Partial  means  a  change  of  course,  and  hence  incomplete. 


The  subject  of  High  School  graduations  has  received  much  attention, 
and  been  the  theme  of  discussion  for  several  years  past.  A  few  towns 
and  cities  have  taken  the ‘‘new  departure.”  Your  Superintendent  has 
failed  to  become  a  convert  to  the  theory. 

Some  needed  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  laboratory,  and 
the  facilities  for  better  work  increased.  Sufficient  physical  and  chem¬ 
ical  apparatus  is  still  wanting,  and  if  possible  should  be  supplied.  The 
librarv  of  suitable  reference-books  is  small,  and  does  not  meet  the  re- 
quiremeuts.  An  opportunity  is  here  presented  for  some  jiublic-spirited 
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citizen  of  ample  means  to  confer  a  lasting  benefit  iij)Oii  the  school  by 
equipping  it  with  a  library  adapted  to  its  needs. 

The  attacks  upon  the  high  school  system,  so  prevalent  a  few  years 
since,  have  spent  their  force.  It  is  too  firmly  engrafted  into  the  tree  of 
national  life  to  fear  the  opposition  of  fanatics  and  demagogues.  Each 
year  adds  to  its  strength,  and  its  future  is  inseparable  from  the  healthy 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

EVENING  SCHOOL. 

The  evening  school  began  October  23,  and  holds  its  sessions  four 
nights  each  week,  as  heretofore.  Joseph  H.  Wood,  Esq.,  who  taught 
the  school  last  year  with  such  marked  success,  was  elected  principal, 
and  Miss  Annie  F.  Ideating,  assistant.  Owing  to  the  complaints  of  pu- 
jiils  and  teachers  of  the  unfitness  and  inconveniences  of  the  old  quar¬ 
ters  in  the  town  hall,  the  Board  decided  to  transfer  the  school  to  two 
unoccupied  rooms  in  the  Claflin  building.  Here,  with  no  extra  expense, 
the  school  is  quartered  in  two  well-heated,  well-ventilated  apartments, 
undisturbed  by  the  obnoxious  noises  that  frequently  interrupted  the 
exercises  of  the  school  in  previous  years. 

As  a  guarantee  of  regular  attendance,  and  to  free  the  school  from 
idlers,  a  deposit  of  one  dollar  was  required  of  each  pupil  on  entering, 
to  be  refunded  at  the  close  of  the  term,  provided  the  pupil  is  in  regular 
standing  at ‘that  time.  This  plan,  winch  has  worked  well  in  other 
places,  has  proven  equally  efficacious  here  in  keeping  away  such  as 
come  out  of  curiosity  alone  and  not  for  work. 

Irregular  attendance  is  the  bane  of  evening  schools.  It  is  hard  for 
young  persons  who  have  worked  hard  all  day,  to  shut  themselves  in  a 
school-room  all  the  evening ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  out¬ 
side  attractions  prove  often  too  alluring  to  be  resisted. 

The  ratio  of  attendance  to  the  total  membership,  as  shown  in  the 
subjoined  table,  is  very  satisfactory.  Absentees  have  been  subjected  to 
the  closest  scrutiny,  and  good  reasons  required  for  non-attendance. 
The  discipline  has  been  excellent.  I  was  much  pleased,  in  my  visits 
to  the  school,  with  the  gentlemanly  bearing  of  the  older  pupils,  and 
particularly  those  who  attended  the  school  last  winter.  The  interest 
manifested,  and  the  earnest  application  to  their  duties,  showed  clearly 
that  the  pupils  attending  this  school  were  there  for  a  purpose. 

The  common  English  branches,  including  book-keeping,  are  taught. 
The  instruction  is  thorough  and  practical,  and  it  is  to 'be  regretted  that 
none  of  our  young  ladies  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages.  The 
evening  school  is  an  important  factor  in  our  scheme  of  modern  educa¬ 
tion.  That  which  was  begun  here  five  years  since  as  an  experiment, 
has  proven  a  success.  It  is  worthy  the  generous  support  of  our  citi¬ 
zens,  and  I  am  confident  that  it  will  receive  it  in  tlie  future  as  in  the 
past. 

Total  membership,  39;  average  attendance,  33.3;  per  cent,  attend¬ 
ance,  86;  average  age,  15.4  years;  number  scholars  over  fifteen,  15. 

TEACHERS. 

Our  corps  of  teachers  has  been  materially  weakened  the  past  year  by 
the  loss  of  several  of  its  most  efficient  and  experienced  members.  One 
was  forced  to  resign  on  account  of  ill-health,  one  was  called  to  a  more 
lucrative  field,  and  three  others  withdrew  for  various  causes.  By  the 
withdrawal  of  these  teachei's,  long  and  intimately  identified  with  the 
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best  interests  of  the  schools,  the  town  hiis  suftered  a  material  loss,  and 
the  effect  upon  tlie  schools  has  been  apparent. 

Teaching  is  rapidly  approaching  the  dignity  of  a  profession,  and  the 
demands  now  made  to  meet  the  requirements  of  an  enlightened  public 
sentiment,  call  for  such  length  of  time  for  preparation,  such  training 
and  thorough  knowledge,  that  persons  who  enter  it  for  a  make-shift 
are  found  less  frequently  to-day  in  the  ranks  of  the  teachers  of  our 
graded  schools. 

The  idea  that  any  one  who  is  tit  for  nothing  else,  is  capable  of  teach¬ 
ing  school,  has  prevailed  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  past,  and  is  still  prev- 
valent  among  a  certain  class.  The  elements  necessary  to  make  a  suc¬ 
cessful  teacher  are  many.  He  should  j^ossess  good  health  and  cliarac- 
ter^^ sound  judgment,  a  kind  heart,  tact  and  enthusiasm  for  the  work. 
These  must  be  supplemented  by  thorough  and  accurate  scholarship, 
good  training,  a  love  of  children  and  common-sense.  A  noble  Quaker 
once  said:  ‘‘There  are  three  things  necessary  to  a  person’s  success  in 
this  life — good  health,  religion  and  common-sense,  and  the  most  imrjor- 
tant  of  these  is  common-sense.”  It  is  a  sentiment  worthv  everv  teach- 
er’s  thought. 

Many  of  the  teachers  of  Milford  are  thoroughly  fitted  for  the  x^osition 
that  they  occux3y.  As  graduates  of  College  or  Normal  School,  they  have 
come  to  their  work  thoroughly  equipx3ed,  and  by  constant  study  and 
observation  have  kex3t  X3ace  with  the  progressive  ideas  of  the  day,  and 
rank  well  with  teachers  in  more  favored  localities.  Would  that  this 
could  be  said  of  all.  No  amount  of  money,  no  supervision  will  or 
can  accomplish  much  without  good  teachers.  With  them  must  rest,  to 
a  great  extent,  the  resx3onsibility  of  the  success  or  failure  of  our  schools. 
Those  who  fail  to  accomplish  that  which  is  demanded  of  them,  after  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial,  should  not  be  retained  from  year  to  year  to 
work  injuries  that  are  not  in  the  power  of  man  to  repair.  To  dismiss 
such  teachers  is  the  hardest  duty  that  devolves  upon  Buperintendent  or 
Committee.  Nor  do  I  think  that  teachers  should  be  removed  for  slight 
reasons.  As  long  as  they  x3erform  their  duties  faithfully  and  success¬ 
fully,  their  tenure  of  office  should  be  secure.  But  when  the  necessit}' 
arises,  when  there  is  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  welfare  of  the 
schools  demands  a  change,  there  should  be  no  hesitation  or  delay  in  the 
matter,  but  the  removal  should  be  made  at  once. 

Many  of  our  most  efficient  and  experienced  teachers  are  found  in  the 
Primary  grades.  They  have  taught  for  years,  and  with  marked  suc¬ 
cess.  They  comx3lain,  and  I  think  with  justice,  of  the  small  salaries. 
As  long  as  they  remain  in  the  Primary  grades,  there  is  no  X3resent  hox3e 
of  increase,  wiiile  in  the  Grammar  grades  there  is  that  hoi3e.  If  they 
are  promoted,  the  foundation  is  weakened,  and  the  stability  of  the 
structure  destroyed.  And  more,  educators  are  united  in  the  opinion 
that  it  requires  rare  ability  to  instruct  successf uly  a  Primar}"  school ; 
and  ill  recognition  of  this  fact  in  towns  most  noted  for  jirogress  in  edu¬ 
cational  matters,  the  salaries  of  Primary  teachers  are  equal  to  or  higher 
than  in  Grammar  grades  below  the  first.  Salaries  should  be  scaled  for 
each  grade,  based  upon  the  experience  and  success  of  the  teacher.  The 
salaries  in  all  your  graded  schools,  are  small.  The  highest  salaries  will 
command  the  greatest  talent.  With  a  slight  increase  in  salaries,  a  thor¬ 
ough  examination  of  all  candidates  for  xiositions  in  the  schools,  an  im¬ 
partial  and  discriminating  judgment  in  making  ax3X3ointments,  we  may 
reasonably  expect  in  a  short  time  to  find  in  the  schools  only  such  teach¬ 
ers  as  are  thoroughly  comx3etent  to  fill  the  high  and  noble  duties  of  tlieir 
calling. 
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SCHOOL  SESSIONS. 

Ill  the  grades  below  the  High  School,  the  regular  hours  of  session  are 
from  9  to  12  a.  m.  from  April  to  November,  1:30  to4:30  p.  m.,  and 
from  November  to  April  from  1 :15  to  4:15. 

In  the  ‘‘good  old  times*’  when  the  village  schoolmaster  reigned  su¬ 
preme  with  his  birchen  rod,  “school  kept”  six  hours  each  day,  and  ev¬ 
ery  other  Saturday  was  tliought  sufficient  holiday.  This  may  have 
been  wxll  when  the  school  year  was  of  three  to  live  months  duration, 
and  the  old  methods  of  instruction  were  in  vogue.  But  with  the  longer 
school  year,  and  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  as  to  the  means  of 
imparting  knowledge,  the  “old  idea”  has  been  abandoned  long  since  by 
progressive  educators,  and  medical  authorities  are  agreed  that  so  long 
hours  in  the  school  room  is  neither  conducive  to  the  health  or  best  prog¬ 
ress  of  children.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  city  or  a  town  in  New 
England  with  the  best  schools,  where  children  are  confined  to  the  school 
room  more  than  five  hours  each  day.  Health  should  be  the  paramount 
consideration  in  the  arrangement  of  our  school  houses.  Give  children 
more  hours  of  out-door  recreation,  and  such  hours  as  are  most  benefic¬ 
ial  for  them  to  be  in  the  open  air. 

In  the  winter  months,  especially,  school  should  not  be  in  session  after 
four  o’clock.  After  that  hour,  the  light  is  insufficient  to  enable  pupils 
to  study  without  a  strain  upon  their  eyes.  To  close  at  that  hour,  would 
allow  only  one  hour  at  noon.  This  would  engender  bringing  of  dinner 
by  many  pupils  and  teachers,  which  is  inadvisable  for  many  reasons. 
Many  cases  of  tardiness  and  dismissals  occur  from  children  who  are  re¬ 
quired  by  iiarents  to  carry  dinner  to  them  at  their  work.  A  longer 
nooning  Avould  stop  this — a  serious  and  growing  evil  in  our  schools. 
Moreover,  the  last  hour  in  school  is  the  hardest  both  for  teachers  and 
pupils.  The  latter  become  uneasy  and  restless,  and  the  former  are  apt 
to  have  less  patience  when  it  is  most  necessary.  In  consideration  of 
these  and  other  valid  reasons  that  might  be  urged,  your  Superintendent 
would  advise  tliat  the  sessions  of  the  Primary  grades  be  shortened  one 
hour  each  day,  and  the  Grammar  grades  half  an  hour,  convinced  as  he 
is  that  with  shortened  sessions  the  same  amount  and  better  work  will 
be  done,  that  the  tone  of  the  schools  will  be  improved,  and  public  inter¬ 
ests  be  best  subserved. 

ORADATIOX,  SCHOOL  CLASSIFICATION,  ETC. 

The  scheme  of  study  provides  for  four  years  in  the  Primaiy  grades, 
and  four  in  the  Grainmar.  There  are  two  to  four  classes  in  each  low¬ 
est  Primary,  and  one  in  all  the  other  rooms.  Pupils  in  the  lowest  Pri¬ 
mary  are  advanced  at  such  times  as  the  progress  and  capabilities  of  the 
scholars  \varrant.  In  all  other  grades,  promotions  are  made  once  each 
year,  in  June.  The  scheme  of  study  has  been  adapted  to  the  schools 
with  care.  Such  changes  will  be  made  from  time  to  time,  however,  as 
experience  suggests.  But  a  perfect  scheme  alone  will  not  insure  suc¬ 
cess.  The  ability  and  faithfulness  of  the  teachers  must  be  superadded. 
Teachers  not  only  are  expected  to  instruct  thoroughly  in  all  the  parts  as¬ 
signed  to  their  grades,  but  by  frequent  reviews  and  tests  they  should 
see  that  what  has  been  learned  by  pgpils  in  the  lower  grades,  is  not 
lost.  Whether  pupils  should  remain  in  the  classes  to  which  they  are 
promoted  or  returned  to  the  classes  from  which  they  came,  must  be  left 
to  the  Superintendent.  ft  is  not  just  that  any  teacher  should  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  give  a  large  portion  of  hi$  time  in  teacliing  the  principles  that 
have  been  neglected  in  any  grade  below. 

The  school  classification  has  undergone  a  slight  change  during  the 
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past  year.  It  now  comprises  one  High,  six  Grammar,  with  fifteen  dif¬ 
ferent  rooms,  fifteen  Primaries  and  six  District  schools.  These  are- 
taught  by  41  teachers.  Owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  so  many  pupils  te- 
attend  the  Parochial  school,  two  rooms  have  been  dispensed  with  within 
a  year — one  in  the  Claflin  building  and  one  in  the  Plains  Grammar,. 
Under  the  present  arrangement  in  the  Claflin  school,  No.  4  Grammar' 
and  the  highest  Primary  are  taught  in  one  room,  and  grades  three  and-; 
four  at  the  Plains  are  under  one  teacher.  The  increased  attendance  at 
the  Hopedale  school,  rendered  it  necessary  to  place  an  assistant  in  that 
building.  That  this  school  should  have  equal  advantages  with  the  other- 
schools,  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  the  arrangement.  It  may  be- 
found  expedient  to  close  another  school  the  coming  year,  if  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  children  from  the  public  schools  continues.  Should  such  oc-- 
casion  occur,  your  board  will  be  so  advised. 

Extensive  repairs  were  made  upon  some  buildings  the  past  year,. 
Innumerable  minor  repairs  are  always  necessary.  The  legitimate  wear 
and  tear  upon  twenty  buildings,  with  their  different  rooms,  is  no  trif-- 
ling  matter.  Many  of  the  buildings  are  getting  old,  and  the  corning' 
year  demands  a  large  outlay  to  put  them  in  proper  shape.  It  is  false 
economy  to  allow  buildings  to  lapse  into  ruin  before  attending  to  needed 
repair’s.  The  health  and  comfort  of  teachers  and  pupils,  is  a  matter  ■ 
of  priihary  importance.  School  buildings  should  be  well  ventilated,, 
well  heated  and  lighted,  comfortable,  neat  and  tasty,  and  the  gi’ounds- 
and  all  the  appurtenances  clean,  well-kept  and  atti’active,  that  the  taste- 
of  the  childi’en  may  be  cultivated  as  well  as  their  health  pi-esei’ved.  To* 
bi’ing  about  these  results,  would  require  large  sums  of  money  and  a 
judicious  expenditui’e ;  but  the  outlay  would  be  repaid  with  ten-fold 
interest. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

In  treating  of  diffei’ent  subjects  in  this  report,  the  good  woi’k  that  is^ 
being  done  in  the  greater  number  of  the  schools  has  been  i-emarked 
upon.  The  instruction  in  them  is  sound,  and  of  good  methods,  and 
the  effects  upon  the  bearing,  characters  and  intellectual  development  of 
the  pupils  marked.  The  reason  that  it  is  not  so  of  all,  has  also  been 
touched  upon.  It  is  needless  to  again  assert  that  no  school  of  study, 
no  methods,  no  supervision  can  avail  unless  the  issue  is  made  squarely 
and  the  agents  who  fail  to  perform  with  fidelity  and  ability  all  that 
their  positions  demand,  be  superceded  by  such  as  can. 

Let  me  again  call  attention  to  the  necessity  of  equipping  each  school 
with  illustrative  apparatus.  Maps,  globes,  books  of  reference  in  the 
Grammar  grades,  and  a  well-chosen  supply  of  supplementary  reading  • 
matter  for  all  grades,  are  the  things  most  needed. 

Music  and  drawing  yet  remain  to  be  introduced  into  our  scheme  of 
study.  The  merits  of  these  as  a  part  of  the  curriculum  in  the  schools 
calls  for  no  praise  from  me.  That  they  possess  a  legitimate  sphere  in 
the  public  school  system,  has  long  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  theory  and 
speculation.  Long  and  well  tested  experience  lias  demonstrated  that 
they  can  be  taught  successfully  without  the  employment  of  syiecial  in¬ 
structors.  I  would  respectfully  advise  that  drawing,  at  least,  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  our  schools  at  once.  It  can  be  done  with  little  or  no  expenso 
to  the  town,  and  without  entailing  much  expense  upon  individuals. 

Music  is  more  an  ornamental  branch,  and  can  longer  be  deferred. 
But  if  it  possesses  influences  to  soften  and  subdue  even  the  savage- 
nature,  what  powers  of  imagination  and  beauty,  what  good  and  noble  - 
qualities  can  be  engendered  in  the  minds  of  our  youth  Iw  its  daily  use.  . 


64 


That  we  may  follow  the  lead  of  our  neighboring  cities  in  this  matter, 
is  to  be  desired. 

Visits  by  parents  are  made  frequently  to  many  of  the  schools.  Some 
schools,  however,  rarely  see  a  visitor  except  the  Superintendent.  It  is 
earnestly  hoped  that  all  friends  of  the  schools  may  be  often  seen  in 
them.  All  good  teachers  will  take  pleasure  in  such  visits,  and  parents 
becoming  thus  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  schools  will  be 
better  enabled  to  comprehend  their  needs,  and  enter  more  into  sympa¬ 
thy  with  those  who  are  faithfully  striving  to  implant  into  the  minds  of 
their  children  the  seeds  of  a  golden  harvest  in  the  future. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  prosperity  of  our  schools  depends  on  the  united  influences  of  all 
who  lend  to  their  support.  What  the  schools  shall  be,  will  depend  up¬ 
on  what  the  public  demand  and  wdiat  it  is  willing  to  do  to  bring  tliem 
to  a  high  standard  of  excellence.  The  schools  are  a  good  index  of  the 
value  placed  upon  education  by  the  people,  and  a  fair  representation  of 
their  intelligence  and  enterprise.  Mindful  of  this,  may  our  schools  be 
placed  upon  the  highest  plane,  and  receive  that  cordial  and  generous 
support  that  they  so  richly  deserve. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  E.  HATCH, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Once  has  death  entered  our  midst,  and  removed  one  of  our  most 
faithful  and  successful  teachers.  Miss  Kate  A.  Wallace  died  of 
consumption  in  the  early  fall.  Her  whole  term  of  service  was  in 
the  Bear  Hill  school.  She  remained  at  her  post  of  duty  until  the 
close  of  the  Summer  term,  failing  rapidly  from  that  time.  Miss 
Wallace  possessed  many  attributes  that  made  her  beloved  by  all  to 
whom  she  was  known. 
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CALENDAR,  1883. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Winter  term  of  12  weeks  begins  January  2 ;  ends  March  23. 

Summer  April  2;  ends  June  22. 

Fall  16  Septembers;  ends  Ilecember  21. 

VACATIONS. 

One  week,  ending  March  30,  1883. 

Ten  weeks,  August  31,  1883. 

One  week,  December  28,  1883. 

/ 

OTHER  GRADES. 

Winter  term  of  10  weeks  begins  January  8;  ends  March  16. 

Summer  April  2;  ends  June  8. 

Fall  ‘‘  16  Septembers;  ends  Deceniber  21 . 

VACATIONS. 

Two  weeks  ending  March  30,  1883. 

Twelve  August  31,  1883. 

Two  '  January  4,  1883. 

HOLIDAYS,  all  GRADES. 

Every  Saturday,  Thursday  and  Frida^’^  of  Thanksgiving  week,  and 
such  other  days  as  are  legal  holidays. 

OFFICE  HOURS  OF  SUPERINTENDENT. 

From  8  to  9  A.  m.  each  school  day,  and  7  to  8  p.  m.  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MILFORD, 


CONTAINING  REPORTS  OF  THE 

Collector,  Treasurer,  Selectmen.  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
School  Committee,  Engineers,  Board  of  Health, 
Town  Clerk,  Trustees  of  the  Town  Library  and 
Trustees  of  Vernon  Grove  Cemetery, 

FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  FEBRUARY  13,  1886. 


MILFORD,  MASS.  ; 

MILFORD  JOURNAL  STEAM  JOB  PRINT. 


18S6. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1885. 


Highways,  (including  special  appropriations) .  $8,800  00 

Incidentals . .  ....  6,000  00 

Street  Lights  and  Gas,  (including  spec,  appropriations)  2,900  00 

Library .  1,000  00 

Teaching  School  and  salary  of  Superintendent .  17,500  00 

Care  of  School  Houses .  1,300  00 

Fuel  for  School  Houses .  1,100  00 

Evening  School . 500  00 

School  Incidentals .  1,000  00 

Repairs  on  Buildings,  including  specials .  2,000  00 

Text  Books  and  Supplies .  700  00 

Poor  Department .  10,000  00 

Military  Aid . 750  00 

Fire  Department,  pay  of  Members . •  —  .  4,650  00 

Fire  Department,  incidentals .  1,000  00 

Fire  Department,  Repairs .  300  00 

Fire  Department,  New  Hose .  300  00 

Interest .  7,000  00 

Town  Park .  125  00 

Decoration  Day . 100  00 

Concrete  Sidewalks .  1,000  00 

Town  Debt  and  Memorial  Hall .  5,000  00 

Water  for  Fires . 3,250  00 

Sewer  Committee .  300  00 

Vernon  Grove  Cemetery .  200  00 

Town  House  Repairs .  1,200  00 

Repairs  at  Poor  Farm .  500  00 


$78,475  00 


TO  THE  TAX  PAYERS  OF  MILFORD. 


We  have  endeavored  to  keep  within  your  appropriations,  and 
have  done  so  to  a  large  extent. 

We  have  placed  the  basement  and  upper  rooms  of  the  Town 
House  in  good  condition,  but  the  middle  portion  is  in  bad  repair. 
Our  highways  are  generally  in  fair  condition,  but  some  streets  will 
need  special  care  the  coming  year. 

We  thought  best  to  defend  the  suit  brought  by  Timothy  Shea, 
and  secured  as  counsel,  H.  E.  Fales  and  T.  G.  Kent. 

We  have  secured,  and  have  in  readiness,  a  large  quantity  of 
stone  chips  from  the  granite  quarries. 

Our  taxes  have  been  prompts  collected. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


JOSEPH  H.  WOOD,  Collector  of  Sidewalk  Taxes,  1884. 

DR. 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  12,  1885 .  $89  80 

CR. 

Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer .  $89  80 


JOSEPH  H.  WOOD,  Collector  OF  Sidewalk  Taxes,  1885. 

DR. 

Taxes  committed .  $499  03 

CR. 

Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer .  $269  98 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  12,1886 .  229  05 

_  $499  03 

JOSEPH  H.  WOOD,  Collector  for  1884. 

DR. 

Balanced  uncollected,  Feb.  12,  1885 .  $2,999  63 

Assessed  since .  3  70 

$3,003  33 

CR 

Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer .  $2,285  30 

Abatements .  718  03 

.$3,003  33 

JOSEPH  H.  WOOD,  Collector  for  1885. 

DR. 

Taxes  committed .  $88,481  42 

Assessed  since . 452  97 

$88,934  39 

CR. 

Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer .  $79,910  82 

Paid  County  Tax .  4,333  00 

Abatements .  1,147  21 

Discount .  1,863  30 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  12,  1886 .  1,680  06 


$88,934  39 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  FEBRUARY  16,  1886. 

Amount  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  Feb.  18,  1885 .  $5422  23 

Borrowed  of  Milford  Savings  Bank .  40,000  00 

Kkceived  of 

J.  H.  Wood,  collector,  tax  for  1885 .  79,910  82 

J.  H.  Wood,  collector,  tax  for  1884 .  2285  30 

C.  A.  Dewey,  rent  of  courtroom .  300  00 

J.  H.  Scott,  Treasurer,  old  engine  sold .  622  10 

Charles  and  Edgar  Snow,  horse  sold .  125  00 

Town  of  Plympton,  aid  to  C.  A.  Wright .  84  00 

J.  H.  Wood",  collector,  sidewalk  tax  of  1884 .  89  80 

J.  H.  Wood,  collector,  sidewalk  tax  of  1885 .  269  98 

B.  H.  Montague,  rent  of  lockup .  197  50 

B.  H.  Montague,  rent  of  hall .  109  40 

Milford  Water  Co.,  work  done .  83  00 

Edward  A.  Brown,  county  treasurer,  dog  tax .  598  87 

Dan’l  A.  Gleason,  state  treasurer,  corporation  tax ... .  6305  66 

“  “  “  bank  tax .  952  93 

“  “  state  aid .  3935  50 

Military  aid .  800  50 

“  “  ‘‘  school  "fund .  97  42 

“  “  armory  rent .  300  00 

Kent  &  Dewev,  witness  fees,  Greene  Bros,  case .  26  00 

Mr.  Gardner,  lamp  post .  2  00 

James  Edwards,  broken  street  lamp .  6  25 

Gilbert  Thompson,  donation  to  Memorial  hall .  5  00 

Received  fok  Work  by  Town  Teams  : 

W.  H.  Ring .  $4  50 

H.  W.  Lent .  8  00 

Miss  Pettit .  5  00 

G.  Chapin .  2  25 

H.  Cook .  4  60 

Joliu  Madden .  1  50 

John  Gillon .  50 

James  Bartlett .  40  00 

Thomas  Quirk .  50 

D.  O’Connor .  2  00 

Charles  Tufts .  2  25 

J.  H.  Hildreth .  19  00 

Mr.  Lilley . 5  00 
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E.  F.  Murphy . $21  35 

S.  Hapgood .  16  50 

Charles  Colburn .  75 

George  Bailey  . .  75 

E.  E.  Cook .  1  50 

Wm.  Morrison .  1  50 

Martin  McNamara .  1  00 

John  Smith .  5  53 

Mrs.  Rafferty, .  10  00 

G.  N.  Hayward .  5  35 

Otis  Nelson .  4  50 

A.  A.  Taft .  83  49 

W.  H.  Baker .  8  00 

Milford  National  Bank . 3  00 

P.  McGarry .  6  50 

A.  C.  Withington .  50 

J.  W.  Harris .  50 

Warren  N^m .  10  45 

J.  Shaw .  23  00 

O.  B.  Parkhurst . 3  50 

Mrs.  Barton  Cook .  1  20- 

George  Whitney .  75 

P.  Moriarty .  3  00 

L.  L.  Wheelock .  12  00 

Electric  Light  Co .  80  85 

R.  B.  Greene .  10  50 

B.  Hayward . 40  70 

M.  P.  Callanan. .  17  25 

Felton  estate . 3  75 

Pat’k  Neelon . 2  00 

Dennis  O’Connell . 8  GO 

I.  N.  Davis .  2  25 

Wm.  Clark.... .  5  50 

T.  J.  Sheldon .  2  00 

D.  Minturn .  Ic  00 

Board  of  Health .  47  50 

Lumber  sold .  7  00 

Chopping  blocks .  9  75 

-  $572  37 

Receiveu  of 

J.  H.  Wood,  auctioneer’s  license  .  $2  00 

Leonard  Hunt,  “  .  2  00 

E.  A.  Fisk,  “  “  2  00 

Thomas  Davoren,  “  “  2  00 

G.  C.  Thayer,  “  “  2  00 

J.  P.  Gallagher,  “  ‘‘  2  00 

Martin  L.  Nason,  peddler’s  license .  15  00 
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J.  O’Keefe,  pool  license . 

David  Quinn,  “  . 

J.  McGinniss,  “  . 

Bryan  M anion,  “  . 

John  Crouan,  “ 

Alfred  Goncher,  “  . 

C.  F.  Cooper,  . 

C.  H.  Gillon,  ‘‘  . 

Lyman  Cheney,  “  . 

Thomas  Kelley,  “  . 

O.  F.  Knowlton,  “  . 

Milford  House,  “  . 

Geo.  G.  Merry,  rink  license . 

Mr.  Harriden,  “  . 

H.  D.  Wilson,  “  . 

Van  Amburg  &  Co.,  circus  license . 

Van  Amburg  &  Co.,  rent  of  ground . 

W.  E.  Cheney,  bill  board  license  six  months 

W.  A.  Pond,  pool  and  bowling  license . 

Milford  Music  Hall  license . 

A.  J.  Madden,  dime  show  license . 


Eeceiyed  for  liquor  licenses,  viz  : 


Patrick  Gillon . $175 

Patrick  Gillon .  125 

Wm.  A.  Pond .  125 

J.  O’Keefe .  100 

J ohn  Cronan .  125 

Bryan  Manion .  125 

Thos.  Kelley .  125 

H.  A.  Greeley .  75 

Alfred  Goucher....  175 

C.  F.  Cooper .  125 

David  Nugent .  100 

J.  &  F.  H.  Wood  ..  125 

Wm.  Sheehan .  125 

A.  H.  Sweet .  75 

Wm.  H.  Murray...  125 

L.  A.  Lamson .  75 

J.  A.  Kice .  75 

David  Quinn .  125 

John  Shortall .  100 

Hannah  Sheehan...  50 
John  F.  Maguiniss. .  125 

Thos.  Quirk .  125 

Elizabeth  Tobin. .. .  50 

Thos.  Donahue .  100 

James  Conlev .  125 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


John  J.  Crahan. . . . $125 


Thos.  Mullen .  125 

Chas.  H.  Gillon -  175 

John  Rogers .  100 

Edward  J.  Gallagher  50 

L.  R.  Hazard .  175 

L.  R.  Hazard .  125 

James  Igoe .  175 

J.  F,  Stratton  &  Bro.  175 
J.  F.  Stratton  &  Bro.  125 

J  ohn  S  tratton .  175 

Wm.  Fitzpatrick...  100 
Jas.  Fitzpatrick. ...  50 

Edward  Gallagher . .  50 

H.  E.  Morgan .  75 

O.  F.  Knowlton. ...  125 
Geo.  W.  Brigham. . .  125 

Mary  Butler .  75 

W.  P.  Beals .  175 

Lyman  Cheney .  125 

A.  F.  Burke .  100 

John  Dillon .  50 

Patrick  Hilferty ....  100 
Alphonso  Sumner. . .  75 

Richard  Holland. ...  100 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


$2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
10  00 
3  00 

3  00 
50  00 
20  00 

5  00 

4  00 
54  00 

2  00 
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James  Bradley . $125 

Bernard  McNally.  . .  125 
Kate  McCormick. . .  50 

M  ary  [Drury .  50 

Mary  Kelley .  100 

Eliz.  Ward  .  55 

Hannah  Tinan .  50 

Geo.  Tulley .  50 

Maurice  Nelligan. . .  100 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


Thomas  McGee  .... 
Kate  Fitzgerald .  . . .. 

Joseph  Reagan . 

James  Cahill . 

Thomas  Cauley . 

McCormick  &  Mc- 

Guinness . 

Peter  Sullivan . 

Thos.  Cauley,  (1884) 


$100  00 
100  00 
50  00 
50  Oo 
100  00 

150  0(> 

100  00 
100  00 

- $7075  00 


$150,378  63 

Paid  on  Selectmen’s  orders .  148,447  81 

\ 

Balance  in  hand  of  Treasurer,  Feb’}^  16,  ’86. . .  $1,930  82 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ETHAN  C.  CLAFLIN,  Treasurer. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 

C.  T.  Crosby,  bill .  §112  25 

Patrick  Cunuiff ,  breaking  road .  3  90 

Chas.  A.  Hoyt,  plumber .  1  53 

T.  C.  Eastman,  grain .  730  67 

French  &  Co.,  bill . 16  55 

Prentice  &  Son,  straw  and  hay .  322  14 

Field  Bros.,  lumber  and  coal .  92  72 

E.  Mann,  gravel  (1884)..-. .  28  05 

H.  S.  Cushman,  harness  maker .  47  88 

Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Co.,  bill  (stone  crusher)  . .  131  30 

Ira  Ide,  blacksmith . 63  17 

S.  L.  Madden,  timber  (1884) .  10  00 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  bill . 104  21 

John  Blacksmith,  blacksmith  bill . 38  09 

H.  W.  Clapp,  sewer  grate  and  caps  for  drains .  52  20 

James  Bergin,  ladder .  1  86 

Henry  Willard,  machinist  bill .  31  28 

Timothy  Shay,  broken  stone, . . 7  50 

Craige  &  Severance,  repair  work .  60 

Geo.  A.  Sherborne,  teamino’ .  •  40  50 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  lumber  and  labor.  . .  25  03 

John  Holmes,  rent  of  barn .  49  02 

Thos.  F.  Davoren,  rent  of  barn .  34  37 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  hardware  bill .  199  88 

Ide  &  Boyce,  blacksmith  bill . ^ .  56  62 

John  Holmes,  hay .  55  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  posts  and  cement .  5  14 

Wood  &  Thurston,  timber  and  plank .  187  62 

D.  B.  Bock  wood,  wheelwright .  29  15 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing  orders .  5  50 

B.  &  A.  R.  R.,  freight  bills .  26  44 

A.  Bailey,  pasturing  horse .  16  05 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water  bill .  3  00 

B.  F.  Aldrich,  straw  and  hay .  30  60 

H.  C.  Scott,  supplies .  6  00 

Wm.  L.  Billings,  sundry  bills .  47  83 


$2613  65 

Wm.  L.  Billings,  salary .  833  74 

C.  O.  Woodbury,  salary .  641  63 
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Paid  for  Labor,  viz  : 

Fred  Madden . $242  00 

Fred  Walker .  468  00 

Chas.  Wither  ell .  459  00 

Barney  Kiernan .  420  37 

Henry  McAvoy .  333  99 

John  Quinn .  230  49 

John  McDermott .  59  75 

B.  J.  Gibbons .  92  60 

Patrick  Casev .  325  87 

John  Casey .  245  50 

P.  Sweeney  . .  230  15 

James  McAvoy .  329  75 

Patrick  Glennan .  333  76 

Patrick  Donlan .  360  23 

Patrick  Milan .  165  65 

Patrick  Lyons .  220  87 

Terrance  Sheedy .  320  50 

Philip  Gilday .  225  25 

D.  Hayes .  166  75 

John  McGuire .  78  80 

John  Drooney .  248  87 

C.  McCann .  89  05 

C.  L.  Clark .  24  75 

T.  Quirk .  9  20 

V.  Willard .  3  00 

Frank  Usher . 11  25 

H.  Bussell . 9  50 

William  Shea .  21  00 

C.  Waterman . 5  25 

E.  AVhitney .  1  50 

F.  Inman .  22  50 

B.  H.  Spaulding .  42  75 

Patrick  Campbell . 1  50 

- $5799  20 

William  Rafferty,  for  material .  17  90 

Mrs.  Flanigan,  “  21  55 

Lewis  Phipps,  “  4  00 

H.  Cook,  “  .  3  00 

S.  Walker,  “  . *. . . .  6  40 

Henry  Walpole,  “  .  39o 

A.  J.  Sumner,  “  19  40 

- 76  15 

Total .  $9964  37 

Credit  by  work  done .  720  87 


Net  expense  ....  .  $9243  50 


lO 


TO  WN  INCIDENTALS . 


Times  Publishing  Co.,  printing .  S49  00 

M.  J.  Bucklev  and  N.  F.  Blake,  counting  ballots .  G  00 

William  Dillon,  services  burying  two  cats .  50 

Charles  Mackin,  Board  of  Health  (1884) . .  18  50 

C.  H.  &  E.  Snow,  exchange  of  horses .  270  00 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water .  9  00 

H.  C.  Scott,  armory  rent .  206  25 

James  Teeling,  cleaning  well .  3  50 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  for  armory .  7”  00 

John  Usher,  use  of  water .  5  00 

Hapgood  &  Mayhew,  team  for  assessors .  10  00 

C.  Noyes,  painting  bill .  2  05 

Wm.  T.  Harlow,  court  costs  (Henry 'Lyons) .  4  42 

M.  R.  Warren  &  Co.,  license  blanks .  13  81 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing .  166  00 

Fred  Swasey,  plans,  etc.,  on  repairs  town  house  (1884)  250  00 

G.  W.  Stacy,  stationery . * .  10  00 

T.  F.  Hayes,  care  of  Jos.  Regan  (insane) .  3  00 

A.  C.  Lombard,  “  “  “  3  00 

Thomas  Tracy,  removing  nuisances .  2  00 

AYood  &  Nye,  removing  bodies .  2  00 

Milford  &  Franklin  R.  R.  Co.,  freight .  4  13 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting  roof  Town  House  .  100  00 

S.  C.  Sumner,  services,  check  list .  10  00 

A.  J.  Sumner,  abatement  taxes .  13  05 

A.  A.  Burrill,  counting  votes . 3  00 

J.  A.  Rice,  vaccine  points .  87  92 

Samuel  H.  Taft,  surveyor .  25  00 

C.  T.  Crosby,  bill.../. . ^ .  11  20 

G.  M.  Billings,  printer  (including  Town  Report  ’85)..  183  25 

Alton  A.  Coolv,  surveyor .  6  50 

Chas.  A.  Chapdelaine,  lease  of  gravel  lot .  75  00 

Eldridge  &  Beatty,  painting  lamp  posts .  28  44 

W.  L.  Nickerson,  brass  work .  7  60 

Capt.  H.  S.  Whitney,  balance  armory  rent .  125  00 


SALARIES  AND  COMPENSATIONS. 


P.  H.  Cur  ran,  sei  vices  as  Registrar ....  .............  ^2o  00 

L.  Havden,  “  “  100  00 

H.C.  Scott,  “  “  100  00 

J.  A.  Taft,  “  •  “  100  00 

W.  Coakley,  “  “  .  75  00 

M.  Broderick,  “  police .  11  00 

A.  J.  Sumner,  “  auditor  (’85) .  15  00 


[I 

A.  J.  Sumner,  services  as  assessor  and  expenses .  $308  10 

O.  M.  Adams,  “  assessor .  145  00 

P.  McGarry,  assessor.. .  203  75 

O.  D.  Holmes,  night  watchman  and  police  services.  ...  128  50 

T.  (t.  Kent,  services  Greene  Bros.’  suit .  150  00 

T.  G.  Kent,  labor  trouble  (’84) .  5  00 

Geo.  F.  Birch,  services  overseer .  100  00 

.John  Madden,  services  overseer .  100  00 

Chester  L.  Clark,  services  overseer .  325  00 

Thomas  F.  Davoren,  police  services  and  team .  11  00 

M.  W.  Edwards,  police  services  July  4,  1885 .  7  00 

James  Powers,  “  “  “  7  00 

F.  H.  French,  “  “  “  7  00 

T.  F.  Hayes,  “  “  7  00 

James  Howard,  “  “  G  00 

Charles  Waters,  “  “  “  6  00 

J.  L.  Keefe  “  “  7  00 

James  Powers  and  team,  services  for  Selectmen .  11  50 

J.  H.  Wood,  tax  collector,  (including  balance  of  ’84).  90G  IG 

P.  H.  Curran,  services  as  Selectman .  275  00 

H.  A.  Clark,  .  200  00 

J.  B.  Bancroft,  and  expense .  277  50 

H.  C.  Snell,  special  officer .  150  00 

Dr.  J.  M.  Eaton,  services  Board  of  Health .  40  00 

Dr.  .1.  M.  Eaton,  (vaccination) .  125  00 

Dr.  Charles  Mackin,  “  .  7380 

Dr.  Charles  Mackin,  Board  of  Health .  43  G3 

L.  E.  Fales,  services  “  49  60 

Elias  Whitnev,  sealer .  25  00 

Wood  &  Nye,  return  of  deaths .  22  75 

Dr.  E.  C.  Atkins,  return  of  births. . .  3  75 

Dr.  M.  W.  Knight,  “  6  00 

Dr.  Jas.  Mulligan,  “  3  00 

Dr.  Chas.  Mackiu,  “  13  25 

Dr.  W.  J.  Clarke,  ‘‘  5  50 

H.  E.  Fales,  professional  services  for  Board  of  Health  38  00 

“  “  “  “  Overs’rs  of  Poor  32  5G 

retainer  for  1885,  including  consultations, 
opinions  and  advice  to  various  boards  of 

town  officers .  100  00 

E.  C.  Claflin,  treasurer,  $250.00,  expense,  $21.50 .  271  50 

L.  Hayden,  services  as  Town  and  Selectmen’s  clerk  ...  125  00 

“  returns  of  births,  deaths  and  marriages. .. .  126  85 

“  postage  and  express  charges .  10  39 


$6,606  21 
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GAS  AND  STREET  LIGHTS. 

Milford  Gas  Light  Company,  gas .  ^1821  93 

Globe  Gas  Light  company,  street  lights .  903  43 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting  lanterns .  8  49 

Chamberlain  Light  Company,  lanterns  and  repairing. ..  60  00 

Hopedale  Machine  Company,  frames .  22  65 

Milford  Gas  Light  Company .  152  27 


$2,968.77 

MILFORD  TOWN  LIBRARY. 

J.  E.  Walker,  treasurer,  on  account  of  appropriation..  $1299  43 
MONEY  BORROWED  AND  PAID. 

Milford  Savings  Bank . *. . $45,000  00 

SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

E.  J.  Dutcher,  secretary . .  $2949  04 

L.  E.  Fales,  secretary .  21861  65 


-  $24,810.69 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Chester  L.  Clark,  chairman . . $11,599  80 

INTEREST. 

Milford  Savings  Bank .  $3881  11 

Hide  and  Leather  Bank .  3000  00 


$6881  11 

TOWN  PARK. 

Sumner  Pond,  labor  (1884) .  $1  25 

S.  A.  Vant,  “  . k .  20  47 

Christian  Kolp,  labor .  18  00 

John  Miller,  ‘‘  13  00 

Charles  F.  Libby,  labor .  2  25' 

Eugene  Sullivan,  “  1  75 

Bernard  Riley,  .  *  5  00 

Richard  Carey,  “  20  25 

Hugh  Smith,  “  19  50 

W.  H.  Britton,  seats,  etc .  17  50 

Western  Electric,  1  pair  clinchers .  3  00 

Christopher  Hussey,  labor .  1  50 

.1.  McEnany,  labor . 9  50 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting .  26  38 

George  A.  Sherborne,  teaming .  75 


$160  10 


WATER  FOR  FIRE  PURPOSES. 

Milford  Water  Company,  rent .  $3232  09 

VERNON  GROVE  CEMETERY. 

H.  C.  Skinner,  on  account  of  appropriation .  $200  00 

REPAIRS  ON  TOWN  HOUSE. 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  bill .  $17  18 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting .  8  17 

A.  S.  Pickering,  mason  work .  83  17 

L.  L.  AVlieelock,  cementing  basement .  143  91 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  hardware  bill .  21  39 

Field  Bros.,  lumber  bill. ...» .  348  60 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  lumber  and  labor .  316  53 

J.  W.  Harris,  matting .  23  89 

Brazer  &  Pradee,  decorators .  344  80 

Eldredge  &  Beatty,  painting .  150  91 

A.  B.  Montague,  labor .  11  75 

B.  H.  Gibbons,  labor . . .  i .,. .  . . . .  . ; ....  9  68 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  bill . . .  25  65 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  labor .  4  26 

Wm.  L.  Billings,  labor .  69  00 


$1578  89 

TOWN  HALL  AND  LOCKUP. 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water .  $1  50 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal .  Ill  76 

Field  Bros.,  coal .  9  75 

C.  Noyes,  painting .  4  90 

J.  L.  Smith,  supplies .  2  55 

C.  T.  Crosby  &  Co.,  bill .  1  50 

M.  P.  Callanan,  supplies,  lockup,  $49.83,  town  house, 

$4.39  .  54  23 

B.  H.  Montague,  cleaning .  4  20 

J.  A.  Rice,  medicines  for  lockup . . .  9  25 

B.  H.  Montague,  lockup  bill .  4  40 

B.  H.  Montague,  town  hall  bill .  10  80 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  bill . 8  15 

B.  H.  Montague,  salary,  lockup  keeper,  $100  ;  janitor 

town  house,  $200 .  300  00 

$522  98 

STATE  TAX. 

D.  A.  Gleason,  treasurer . .  $4740  00 


NATIONAL  BANK  TAX. 

D.  A.  Gleason,  treasurer .  $2758  98 

EEPAIRS  ON  BUILDINGS,  TOWN  FARM. 

J.  M.  Estabrook  &  Co.,  door  weights .  $5  00 

A.  S.  Pickering,  mason  work . . .  15  50 

C.  C.  Fisk,  plank .  53  95 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  lumber  and  labor .  147  13 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  hardware  bill .  24  19 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  hardware  bill .  135  53 

Field  Bros.,  lumber .  188  98 

L.  A.  Cook,  bill .  6  15 


$576  43 

MEMORIAL  HALL  ACCOUNT  (MEAD,  MASON  &  CO.) 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  drain  pipe .  $58  22 

Wm.  Tracy  and  D.  Rearborn,  labor .  14  30 

Peter  McCabe,  labor . 48  32 

David  Bushee,  carting .  48  30 

Hobbs,  Glidden  &  Co.,  sand.... .  2  50 

Geo.  B.  Blake,  labor . 122  87 

A.  S.  Pickering,  setting  boiler,  setting  steps  and  mason 

work .  354  30 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  gas .  10  50 

Mead,  Mason  &  Co.,  contractors . 6075  00 

Mead,  Mason  &  Co.,  material  and  extra  work .  243  69 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Co.,  freight .  19  66 

Thomas  Foster,  stone  for  fire-place  and  labor .  400  00 

J.  O.  Symonds,  carting .  20  75 

T.  G.  Kent,  Attorney .  11  00 

Robert  Savage,  labor . *. .  86  72 

A.  C.  Kinney,  marble  tablets  and  labor .  ....  157  95 

•John  Marra,  stone  work .  17  00 

Fred  Swasey,  plans  $200,  balance  of  services,  $300.  . .  500  00 

John  Burnette,  sharpening  tools .  35  38 

Lally  &  Montague,  paints,  oils  and  cement  . . .  103  75 

Thomas  Quirk,  stone  and  labor . .  4  80 

C.  W.  Carroll,  sharpening  tools . 27  00 

John  Cuddihy,  labor .  4  13 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  lumber  and  labor .  15  75 

Edmond  Donavan,  labor . . .  52  95 

Michael  Mahon,  labor .  124  70 

J.  W.  Meserve,  labor... —  . .  7  25 

L.  A.  McMahon,  labor .  .  10  00 

.Michael  Kelley,  labor .  3  75 
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Adams  Express  Co.,  freight .  $3  05 

Win.  P.  Miller,  loam . . .  26  00 

A.  F.  Putnam,  labor . .  7  50 

N.  W.  Turner,  gas  fixtures .  85  00 

William  Foster,  labor . * .  12  00 

C.  Walk,  brass  rail....* .  150  00 

C.  A.  Hoyt,  conductor  pipe .  12  65 

John  Miller,  grading .  40  00 

C.  A.  Wright,  labor .  6  88 

J.  P.  Daniels,  loam . .  5  25 

James  Bergin,  lumber  and  labor .  5  63 

Brazer  &  Pradee,  frescoe  work .  50  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  lime  and  cement .  48  35 

Peter  Shields,  labor .  16  50 

Murdock  Parlor  Grate  Co.,  bill .  174  71 

Redding,  Baird  &  Co.,  mdse .  12  00 

Hopedale  Foundry  Co.,  bill .  11  33 

Bartlett  &  Ellis .  29  48 

W.  H.  Hooker,  timber  and  labor  bill .  3  50 


S9,280.37 

MEMORIAL  HALL.  (TOWN  OF  MILFORD.) 

N.  F.  Blake,  care  of  building, .  ^8  00 

George  B.  Blake,  labor. .  21  38 

A.  F.  Putnam,  labor .  1  25 

C.  T.  Crosby,  bill .  5  oi 

Mead,  Mason  &  Co.,  bill .  ,  9  31 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  bill. . .  47  26 

P.  Lynch,  pails .  .  30 

Craige  and  Severance,  bill .  12  15 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent . . .  16  91 

H.  B.  Thayer,  salary . .  25  00 

Mary  Powers,  labor .  2  25 

Isaac  Welch,  labor .  75 

“George  Christian,  labor . . .  5  00 


8154  57 

MEMORIAL  HALL. 

SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION  FOR  LETTERING. 

‘Times  Publishing  Co.,  printing .  $15  OO 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing  . .  27  00 

•G.  M.  Billings,  “  .  18  75 

Thomas  Foster,  lettering  tablets .  50  00 


$110  75 


LIQUOR  LICENSES. 

I).  A.  Gleason,  treasurer,  1-4  received  .  $1,743  75 

STATE  AND  MILITARY  AID. 

Paid  by  E.  C.  Claflin,  treasurer,  as  follows : 

State  aid .  $4448  00 

Military  aid .  2123  00 

t.' 


$6,571.00 

PAY  OF  MEMBERS  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

J.  H.  Scott,  treasurer .  $4650  00 

INCIDENTALS,  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

J.  H.  Scott,  treasurer .  1000  00 

NEW  HOSE. 

J.  11.  Scott,  treasurer .  $300  00 

DECORATION  DAY. 

B.  H.  Montague .  $100  00 

CONCRETE  SIDEWALKS. 

Simpson  Bros.,  concrete  work .  $1678*52 

Alton  A.  Cook,  measuring  work .  4  00 

Wm.  L.  Billings,  labor .  79  50 


•  $1762.02 

Sidewalk  taxes  committed .  $499  03 

ASSETS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  MILFORD. 

School  buildings  and  land .  $59700  00 

Town  Park .  15000  00 

Memorial  Hall . 22000  00 

Memoral  Hall  lot .  3000  00 

Town  House  and  land .  20000  00 

Town  farm .  4000  00 

Highway  department  property .  2400  00 

Gravel  pits .  150  00 

Town  Library .  4000  00 

Safes .  100  00 

Street  lights . 1600  00 

Fire  Department  property .  20200  00 

Town  History . 1500  00 

Cash  on  hand" .  1930  82 

Due  for  State  and  Military .  5509  50 

B.  F.  Holbrook,  entering  sewer .  50  CC 


H.  C.  Scott,  entering  sewer .  SC)2  50 

Milford  Music  Hall  Co.,  entering  sewer .  175  00 

Due  from  F.  Swasey  on  Town  House .  04  6 G 


TOWN  DEBT. 


Milford  Town  bonds .  $40000  00 

Hide  and  Leather  Bank,  railroad  bonds .  50000  00 

Money  borrowed,  Milford  Savings  Bank .  25000  00 


$115,000  00 

RECAPITULATION  OF  ORDERS  DRAWN. 


Highway  department .  $9964  37 

Incidentals .  6600  21 

Gas  and  street  lights . 2968  77 

Town  library .  1299  43 

School  department .  24810  69 

Support  of  poor .  11599  80 

Interest .  6881  11 

State  and  military  aid .  6571  00 

Fire  department . 5950  00 

Decoration  Day . 100  00 

Concrete  sidewalks .  1682  52 

Town  Park .  160  10 

Water  for  fire  purposes .  3232  09 

Vernon  Grove  cemetery .  200  00 

Repairs  on  Town  House .  1509  89 

Town  Hall  and  Lockup  account .  522  98 

Money  borrowed  and  paid .  45000  00 

Memorial  Hall  (3  accounts) . - . .  9545  69 

Liquor  licenses .  1743  75 

State  tax . ' .  4740  00 

Bank  tax .  2758  98 

Repairs  of  town  farm  buildings .  576  43 

Care  of  burial  lots .  24  00 


$148,447  81 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  BANCROFT, ")  Selectmen 
P.  H.  CURRAN,  f  of 

H.  A.  CLARK,  J  Milford. 

SUMMARY. 


Highways . 

Highways  special 


APPROPRIATIONS . 


$8500  00 
300  00 


i8 

Highways  earniugs .  $720  87 

-  $9520  87 

Incidentals .  0000  00 

Street  Lights . $2700  00 

Street  Lights,  special .  200  00 

-  2900  00 

Library . $1000  00 

Library,  Hog  Tax .  299  43 

-  1299  43 

Schools,  etc .  23400  00 

Text  Books .  700  00 

Fire  Department .  6250  00 

Poor  Department .  10000  00 

Interest .  7000  00 

Military  Aid .  750  00 

Memorial  Day .  100  00 

Concrete  Sidewalks .  1000  00 

Town  Debt .  5000  (  0 

Water  for  fires .  3250  00 

Sewer  Committee .  300  00 

Town  House . 1200  00 

Town  Park  . 125  GO 

Repairs  at  Poor  Farm .  500  00 

Memorial  Hall  Tablets .  600  00 

Vernon  Grove  Cemetery . 200  00 

A/ 


Money  Borrowed . $40000  00 

Town  Debt  Feb.  12,  1885 .  120000  00 

EXPENDED. 

Highways .  $9964  37 

Incidentals . 6606  21 

Street  Lights . 2968  77 

Schools .  24810  69 

Library .  1299  43 

Poor  Department .  11599  80 

Interest .  6881  11 

State  and  Military  Aid .  6571  00 

$4448  State  Aid  and  $1061.50  to  be  returned  by  the  State. 

Fire  Department .  5950  00 

Memorial  Day .  100  00 

Concrete  Sidewalks .  1762  02 

$499.03  to  be  paid  by  abutters 

Water  for  Fire  Purposes .  3232  09 

Town  House  Repairs .  1578  89 

Town  Hall  and  Lockup .  522  98 

Memorial  Hall .  9545  69 

Liquor  Licenses  . .  1743  75 
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Town  Park .  $160  10 

State  Tax .  4740  00 

Bank  Tax .  2758  98 

Repairs  at  Poor  Farm.  . .  576  43 

Care  of  Burial  Lots . 24  00 

Vernon  Grove  Cemetery .  200  00 


Money  Paid . $45000  00 

Town  Debt  Feb.  12,  1886 . . .  $115,000  00 


OVERSEERS  OF  POOR  REPORT. 


EXPENSE  AT  THE  FARM. 

Grain .  $603  94 

Salary  of  Superintendent .  500  00 

Meat, .  353  16 

Flour .  247  75 

Hired  help .  217  66 

Butter .  130  63 

Dry  Goods .  127  49 

Sait  fish .  127  37 

Fresh  fish .  96  73 

Boots  and  shoes .  87  75 

Hay .  69  46 

Hardware  and  farming  tools .  62  40 

Tobacco .  5696 

Clothing .  53  95 

Medical  attendance .  50  00 

Molasses .  54  87 

Medicine .  47  20 

Coal .  39  01 

Plastering  and  whitewashing . 31  00 

^  Bull . 30  00 

’  Shoats .  28  25 

Tea . 34  09 

Blacksmithing  and  repairs  on  wagon .  26  85 

Small  groceries  and  spices .  21  67 

Furniture  . , .  26  15 

Soft  soap . .  20  50 

Sugar . . . ^ .  62  93 

Small  bills  paid  by  Lewis  Phipps .  18  75 

F ertilizer .  18  00 

Sawing  and  grinding  at  Fisk’s  mills .  17  63 

Pepairiug  boots  and  shoes .  16  53 

Crackers . . .  16  25 

Hard  soap . 15  27 

Lime,  cement  and  brick .  15  05 

Shoeing  horse  and  oxen .  13  05 

Kerosene  oil .  12  86 

Pasturing  heifers .  10  00 

Salt .  9  00 

Grass  seed .  7  80 

Coffee .  6  30 

IMaking  cider .  5  84 


Cheese . 

Syrup . 

Snuff . 

Brooms . 

Doctoring  horse. 
Extracting  teeth 

Paint . 

Tin  Ware . 

Repairs  on  stove 


INCOME  AT  THE  FAHM. 


$4  61 
4  00 
3  52 
2  40 
2  00 
2  00 
2  90 
1  85 
1  50 


$3414  86 


Milk .  $890  54 

Oxen .  161  55 

Fat  hogs .  101  10 

Pension .  92  00 

Veal  calves .  85  60 

Board  for  Electa  Kimball .  78  00 

State  aid .  75  00 

Pigs . 34  00 

Patatoes .  27  57 

Eggs .  25  47 

Service  of  bull  and  boar . . ; .  23  50 

Labor  done  away  from  farm .  16  50 

Boar .  10  00 

Onions .  5  62 

Squash . 5  02 

Hide  tallow  and  sett .  4  96 

Calves . 1 .  3  50 

Pie  plant . ' .  3  31 

Lard .  2  80 

Cider  apples .  2  23 

Rye .  2  20 

Rags .  35 


$1650  82 

INMATES  AT  THE  FARM  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Mrs.  Electa  Kimball 
Edward  Despeaux. . 
Charles  C.  Austin  . . 

Michael  Coy . 

James  Boland . 

Patrick  Mahan . 

Thomas  Craven .... 
Edward  Quinlan. . . . 


Weeks. 

.  ..52 
...52 
..  .52 
...52 
.  ..52 
.  ..52 
...52 


Charles  H.  Remmick 
Mary  S.  Remmick. . 
Delia  Haggerty  . . . . , 
Elizabeth  Gabbrie  . 
Edward  Gabbrie. ... 

Eliza  Cherry . 

Catharine  Cherry  •  •  • 


5  2 1 M edora  Cherry 


Weeks. 

-  .  .19 

...19 
...  8 
...43 
.  ..29 

—  5 
.  ..14 
.  ..11 
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Marv  O’Connell . 

... .52 

James  A.  Hern . 

Kate  A.  Hern . 

. ...47 

Frank  Sergerson . 

....52 

Mrs.  Frank  Sergerson. .  . . 

..  ..13 

R.  D.  H.  Beatv . 

....52 

Mary  Beatv . 

Julia  Carey . 

....52 

Bridget  Cain . 

. ...52 

John  Cook . 

..  ..52 

John  Mas  ter  son . 

....52 

Arthur  O’Keefe . 

Daniel  McCartv . 

John  Sheedv . 

....10 

William  Madden . 

John  Flynn . 

Lydia  A.  Parkhurst . 

..  ..52 

Mary  Fitzgerald  . 

....44 

Prudence  S.  Burrell . 

.. ..50 

Adrastus  Sherman . 

.. ..52 

Thomas  Field . 

- 52 

Thomas  Stewart .  7 

Henry  McGrath . 41 

Daniel  McGrath . 41 

Mary  E.  McGrath . 23 

Hannah  Mahan . 52 

Ann  Quinliven .  4 

Charles  H.  White . 10 

Patrick  Cnnniff . 29 

Chandler  Howard . 24 

Mrs.  Helen  Middleton . 26 

Mary  Middleton . 26 

George  Middleton . 26 

James  Sullivan . 9 

Peter  Matthews . 21 

John  Manion .  3 

James  McCommick . 14 

Dennis  Pvne . 12 

4/ 

Charles  H.  Dunham. . . 11 

James  Donahue .  4 

M argaret  Keenan .  3 


Net  expense  at  the  farm . $1764  04 

Appraisal  of  town  farm,  $4600, interest .  276  00 

Appraisal  of  personal  property, $3340,  interest  200  40 


Whole  number  of  persons  admitted  during  the  year. . . . 
Average  number  of  persons  admitted  during  the  year. . 
Average  weekly  cost  of  each  person . 


$2240  44 
57 

QC2  1 
$1,18 


PERSONS  RECEIVING  AID  IN  MILFORD,  AWAY  FROM  THE  FARIVI. 


Mrs.  James  Ahern, 

$132 

66 

Airs.  George  Horner, 

$4  00 

Mrs.  Peter  Brock, 

36 

34 

Patrick  Hanagin, 

15 

19 

Patrick  Butler, 

21 

90 

John  Knight, 

6 

38 

Mrs.  Thomas  Barry, 

70 

28 

Airs.  Thomas  Lyons, 

91 

70 

Mrs.  Mary  Cronan, 

29 

40 

Thomas  Larkin, 

57 

00 

James  Coffey, 

13 

69 

Airs.  Alichael  Lyons, 

84 

89 

Peter  Collins, 

27 

92 

Airs.  Alary  Manion, 

16 

73 

Winnefred  Casey, 

40 

85 

Airs.  Patrick  Alanion, 

114 

71 

Airs.  Peter  Collins, 

27 

43 

Thomas  Alurphy, 

27 

96 

Patrick  Cunniff, 

24 

90 

Edward  AIcKanna, 

53 

83 

Airs.  Patrick  Cloonan, 

1^^2 

16 

Patrick  AIcQuaid, 

40 

91 

Mrs.  Alay  Coy, 

55 

97 

Airs.  James  Middleton, 

42 

85 

Miss  Nancy  McCool, 

117 

00 

Mrs.  Edward  Murphy, 

91 

74 

Airs.  James  Comee, 

133 

03 

Mrs.  Bridget  Murray, 

27 

00 

Andrew  Conniff, 

21 

00 

Mrs.  John  P.  Moore, 

168 

30 

John  Collins, 

50 

17 

James  McAvoy, 

4 

88 

John  Cummings, 

6 

76 

Peter  Aloore, 

9 

00 

William  Caine,  children, 

99 

10 

Mrs.  Charles  Murphy, 

35 

00 

Benjamin  Cottrell, 

$14 

38 

Mrs.  William  Blanchard, 

60 

00 

Mrs.  William  Dacey, 

155 

74 

Edward  b".  Donavon, 

8 

49 

James  Donahoe, 

Mrs.  David  Doyle, 

17 

58 

106 

03 

Frank  Dugan, 

27 

86 

Ellis  Daniels, 

14 

38 

Mrs.  William  Fahey,  • 

195 

69 

Mrs,  Thomas  Finton, 

35 

85 

Mrs.  Susannah  Flagg, 

66 

00 

John  Flynn,  . 

-  10 

35 

Mary  Fitzgerald, 

7 

35 

John  Fay, 

10 

46 

Janies  Fay, 

31 

88 

Mrs.  Darius  S.  Flagg,  * 

104 

00 

Patrick  McGrath, 

29 

38 

Michael  Gannon, 

172 

83 

Andrew  Gilioy, 

187 

31 

Mrs.  D.  Gilmore, 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Grant, 

100 

80 

106 

87 

Mrs.  Hugh  Glenn  an. 

52 

00 

Miss  Ellen  Guild, 

180 

87 

Timothy  Hurley, 

Thomas  Hughes, 

26 

76 

16 

00 

Mrs.  Thomas  Hogan, 

25 

50 

Michael  Hageney, 

64 

60 

Howard  Holland, 

99 

00 

Mrs.  Michael  Halpin, 

102 

92 

Edward  Holihan, 

120 

97 

John  F.  Moore, 

$28 

00 

Robert  Nichols, 

6 

76 

Patrick  Nugent, 

36 

00 

Owen  O’Hara, 

50 

43 

Flleu  O’Connoi, 

14 

07 

Maurice  O’Connell, 

6 

95 

William  O’Connor, 

17 

00 

Mrs.  Mary  Quinlan, 

161 

83 

Mrs.  Michael  Quirk, 

40 

76 

John  Quirk, 

2 

00 

Mrs.  Thomas  Rabbitt, 

40 

98 

Mrs.  John  Reynolds, 

216 

52 

Mrs.  Dennis  Ryan, 

66 

16 

William  Stewart, 

27 

62 

Mrs.  Michael  Toolan, 

41 

00 

Susan  Twohey  case. 

9 

70 

Daniel  Shea, 

118 

66 

Edward  Sweenev, 

19 

88 

Joel  L.  Stanford, 

27 

76 

Michael  Smith, 

53 

00 

Bridget  Sweenev, 

10 

00 

Fred  L.  Tillston, 

147 

88 

John  W.  Wilson, 

81 

64 

Mrs.  Margerat  Welch, 

63 

13 

Timothy  Wallace, 

12 

00 

James  F.  Boland, 

7 

50 

Mrs.  Eliza  Buxton, 

11 

67 

$5455 

38 

PERSONS  BELONGING  TO  MILFORD  AIDED  IN  OTHER  TOWNS. 


Mrs.  Fleming  Adams,  Attleboro .  $59  00 

Patrick  Bo^de,  Worcester . • .  85  58 

Alvin  Collins,  Medwa}^. . .  117  92 

James  Coughlin,  Boston .  1  65 

Albert  Armstrong,  Medway .  61  10 

John  Douceet,  Spencer .  2  00 

John  Dorherty,  Westboro .  25  85 

Mrs.  Andrew  Doyle,  Southboro . 3  00 

John  Fahey,  Lyman  school,  Westboro .  21  39 

John  Foie}",  Worcester  City  hospital. .  70  00 

Mrs.  Laura  J.  Green,  Lynn .  130  00 

James  M,  Griffin,  Plymouth .  6  00 

Lucian  Hinkley,  Ware .  124  13 

Toby  Hart,  Spencer .  2  75 

Alton  Handley,  Framingham .  7  54 


f 

24  . 

Julius  L.  Johnson,  Bellingham .  $11  75 

Mrs.  James  A.  Kennedy,  Blackstone .  110  72 

Henry  Lyons,  Reform  School,  Lowell .  75  34 

Mrs.  John  C.  Morrisey,  Blackstone .  112  00 

Charles  J.  Moore,  Worcester .  16  00 

Mary  Moran,  Boston .  98  00 

Bridget  Moloney,  Waltham . 5  00 

James  Murphy,  Marlboro .  127  45 

Mahan  children,  Boston . ••  •  • .  39  26 

Ann  Quinliven,  Spencer .  3  00 

Margaret  Quinn,  Lowell .  10  00 

Mrs.  William  Roach,  Blackstone .  58  37 

Chas.  H.  Remmick,  Grafton .  16  15 

Edgar  P.  Smith,  Hanover .  11  24 

Levi  L.  Smith,  Hanover . . .  5  00 

Edward  Sireack,  Holliston . 34  00 

Seth  W.  Shephard,  Lyman  school,  Westboro .  7  43 

Mary  Sergerson,  Worcester .  6  38 

Mrs  Joanna  Slattery,  Hopkinton .  58  50 

Mrs.  Cornelius  vScanlan,  City  hospital,  Boston .  2  00 

Mrs.  Sarah  Tiernan,  Worcester .  2  29 

Mrs.  Marcus  Wilcox,  Douglas .  151  80 

Mrs.  Mary  White,  Franklin .  128  78 


$1808  37 

PERSONS  BELONGING  TO  OTHER  TOWNS  AIDED  IN  MILFORD. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Anderson,  Hopkinton .  $51  55 

Henry  Berry,  Nantucket .  19  19 

James  Burns,  Northbridge .  56  88 

Geo.  W.  Brown,  Uxbridge . 169  01 

Wm.  H.  Bigelow,  Hopkinton .  25  07 

Richard  Carey,  Boston .  14  13 

John  Clancey,  Upton . * .  4  75 

Mrs.  Jerry  Daley,  Northbridge .  179  65 

“  Bridget  Dorherty,  Hopkinton . 3  38 

Nathan  Durfee,  ijollistou .  3  38 

‘‘  Benjamin  Fairbanks,  Hopkinton .  29  32 

“  Patrick  Gleason,  Medway .  48  14 

“  Ann  G.  Howard,  Holliston .  2  41 

“  Charles  O’Keefe,  Hopkinton .  177  35 

“  John  Powers,  Bellingham . 14  00 

“  Leland  J.  Reed.  Orange .  57  85 

Robert  Savage . ,  Medway . 116  94 

Joshua  O.  Langley,  Warren .  172  36 

Charles  H.  Snowling,  Northbridge .  63  93 

Francis  Finn,  Holliston .  37  38 

Mrs.  Hannah  K.  Thompson  (Cox),  Uxbridge .  23  50 
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Charles  A.  Wright,  Plympton .  $60  68 


$1330  85 

INSANE. 

f 

Henr}^  Cain .  $172  86 

Caroline  Coughlin .  183  91 

Abbott  L.  Perry .  170  70 

John  Coffey .  152  44 

Peter  Mathews .  129  23 

M argaret  Bradley .  177  16 

Maria  Ripley .  169  98 

James  McCommick .  149  44 

Mary  Connell .  191  26 

Thomas  J.  Harper .  169  56 

James  Sullivan .  171  92 

Thomas  H.  Donovan .  183  52 

Charles  W.  Dunham .  181  66 

Peter  Corrigan .  139  49 

Dennis  Pyne . 155  80 

Mary  Sulii van .  18  21 

John  A..  Barrett . 30  74 

Hannah  Cronan .  84  56 


$2632  44 


Cost  of  insane,  1883,  $1609,97. 

“  “  1884,  $2109,93. 

“  “  1885,  $2632,44. 

Increase  of  expense  of  the  insane  in  the  year  1885,  exceeds 
that  of  1883,  $1022,  47. 


STATE  PAUPERS. 


Miss  Nettie  Barber. . . . 

Crohen  Connell . 

Hannah  Cooney . 

John  Carroll . 

Everett  Cook . 

John  Davor . . 

George  Gabbrie . 

William  Harty . 

Michael  Murphy . 

Michael  McGuire . 

Daniel  McNeil . 

Thomas  McCann . 

Sarah  McGowen . 

Patrick  McCommick. . . . 
Mrs.  Lucelia  E,  Nichols 


$4  53 
34  51 
13  14 
81 
79 
79 


3  34 
27  45 
33  13 
21  15 
36  14 
50 


77 
1  54 
20  00 
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Daniel  Sullivan .  $1 

$200  33 

415  tramps .  $21  52 

INCIDENTALS. 

Printing  notices,  denials  and  orders .  9  50 

Postal  cards  and  stamps . 0  25 

Books  and  stationery .  3  IG 

Repairing  lock .  50 


$19  41 

Cash  in  hand  of  Overseers .  $22  18 

RECEIPTS. 

E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer . . .  $11599  80 

Cash  on  hand  from  1884 .  7  29 

Income  at  the  farm .  16'50  82 

Northbridge .  314  26 

Hopkinton .  300  44 

Uxbridge . 183  86 

Warren . 173  61 

Medway . 171  83 

Orange .  69  55 

Plympton .  60  68 

Holliston .  47  55 

Nantucket . , .  31  19 

Bellingham .  14  00 

Upton .  4  25 

Boston .  23  62 

State .  93  17 

State  aid .  48  00 

Charles  T.  Guild .  60  25 

Donated  by  W.  H.  Gile  &  Co.,  1  per  cent,  of  Novem¬ 
ber  sales . 46  67 

Patrick  Hubon,  aid  received  in  1884. . .  4  50 


$14,905  34 

RECAPITULATION. 

Expense  at  the  farm .  $3414  86 

Paupers  outside  the  farm . 5455  38 

Paupers  in  other  towns .  1808  37 

Paupers  belonging  to  other  towns .  1330  85 

Insane .  2632  44 

State  paupers . 200  33 

Tramps .  21  52 

Incidentals .  19  41 
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Cash  in  hands  of  overseers  .  $22  18 


$14,905  34 

BILLS  DUE  :\nLFORD  FROM  OTHER  TOWNS. 

Uxbridge .  SlG  Go 

Warren .  IG  00 

Northbridge . •  10  20 

Hopkinton .  10  00 

Medway .  5  00 

Upton .  50 


$58  35 

NUMBER  OF  PAUPERS  AIDED. 


Insane .  18 

State .  36 

Farm .  57 

Other  Paupers .  443 


554 

The  Superintendent  and  Matron  are  paid  to  March  1st,  188G  ;■ 
salary,  $500.  The  town  Doctor  is  paid  to  April  1st,  188G,  salary, 
$150. 

We  have  the  suit  of  Susan  Twohey  against  the  State,  now 
pending,  which  the  committee  on  claims  gave  us  leave  to  withdraw 
last  year,  in  order  to  bring  the  case  before  the  proper  tribunal, 
which  is  a  court  of  three  Judges,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  set¬ 
tling  all  claims  against  the  State.  We  are  now  waiting  for  a  hear¬ 
ing,  which  we  hope  will  be  successful  for  the  town. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHESTER  L.  CLARK,  b  Overseers 
JOHN  MADDEN,  f  of  the 

G.  F.  BIRCH,  3  Poor. 


MONEY  LEFT  BY  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  PERSONS  FOR  CARE  OF  BURIAL. LOTS 

AND  WHICH  THE  TOWN  OWES. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK, 


The  Town  Clerk  herewith  presents  the  doings  in  his  depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  1885  : 

There  were  issued  and  recorded,  G6  liquor  licenses  of  the 
various  classes,  amounting  to  $6,975,  against  62  the  previous  year, 
with  a  total  revenue  of  $6,800. 

Of  dog  licenses,  there  were  issued  338  ;  304  males  and  34 
females.  Total  cash  receipts  for  such  licenses,  $778.  The  amount 
turned  over  to  the  County  Treasurer  was  $710.40,  while  the  amount 
so  returned  the  previous  vear  was  $633.60,  for  302  dogs. 

The4-e  were  82  marriage  intentions  recorded,  while  85  marriages 
were  reported  during  the  year,  of  which  66  were  first  marriage 
and  5  second ;  9  widowers  took  maidens  for  wives,  and  2 
reported  second  marriage  of  groom  and  the  third  for  the  bride. 
Local  clergy  and  justices  of  the  peace  performed  all  the  ceremonies, 
except  in  14  cases  which  took  place  out  of  town,  but  returned  here. 

There  were  182  births  recorded  ;  90  females  and  92  males  :  20 
births  occurred  in  Januar}^,  14  February,  15  March,  13  April,  17 
May,  13  June,  15  July,  19  August,  11  September,  15  October,  17 
November,  and  12  December. 

There  were  211  deaths  reported,  a  large  increase  over  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  Consumption,  as  in  past  years,  was  the  prevailing  dis¬ 
ease,  while  pneumonia  and  typhoid  pneumonia  raged  among  the 
children  and  aged  people  in  the  fore  part  of  the  year.  Of  the  num¬ 
ber  reported,  107  were  females  and  104  males:  110  bodies  are 
buried  in  the  Catholic  cemetery,  the  balance  in  the  other  cemeteries 
in  town  and  other  places. 

There  were  105  conveyances  and  mortgages  of  personal  prop¬ 
erty  recorded  for  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEWIS  HAYDEN,  Town  Clerk. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


Milford,  Mass.,  Feb.  10,  1886. 

To  THE  Selectmen  of  Milford,  Gentlemen  : — This  Board 
has  during  the  year  attended  promptly  to  all  cases  of  nuisances 
detrimental  to  the  public  health,  to  which  their  attention  has  been 
•called,  or  which  have  been  observed  by  either  membei'.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  nuisances  (great  and  small)  abated,  has  been  121.  Several 
carcasses  of  dead  animals  have  been  buried.  Four  cases  of  consid¬ 
erable  importance  came  before  the  Board  for  action  which  demand¬ 
ed  recourse  to  legal  proceedings  before  the  nuisances  were  abated, 
or  the  cost  of  abatement  made  by  the  Board  was  settled.  Happily,  all 
these  cases  never  reached  the  courts,  and  the  town  has  therefore 
been  saved  much  expensive  litigation. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  Summer  and  early  Fall,  a  widespread 
fear  of  an  invasion  of  small-pox  possessed  the  public  mind  through¬ 
out  this  section  of  country,  which  was  intensified  here  by  cases  oc¬ 
curring  in  towns  in  the  vicinity.  In  order  to  put  the  people  in  the 
best  position  to  resist  the  progress  of  the  plague  should  it  show 
itself  here,  free  vaccination  was  inaugurated,  and  about  1000  per¬ 
sons  w^ere  vaccinated,  mostly  children.  The  School  Committee 
having  enforced  the  law  compelling  vaccination  before  attendance, 
and  a  free  performance  of  the  operation  having  been  granted  to 
.all,  it  can  now,  probably  for  the  first  time,  be  said  that  not  an  un¬ 
vaccinated  child  attends  the  public  schools  of  our  town. 

The  matter  of  the  necessity  of  some  systematic  method  of 
disposing  of  the  sewage  of  the  town,  has  been  called  to  public  at¬ 
tention  ill  former  reports  of  this  Bohrd,  and  all  that  has  been  said 
therein  can,  with  the  experience  of  this  year,  be  emphasized. 
Many  parts  of  the  town  are  honeycombed  with  private  drains, 
which  sometimes  become  stopped,  at  others  leak,  and  infiltrate  the 
neighboring  soil,  causing  a  large  share  of  the  sickness  from  which 
our  people  suffer. 

If  these  could  be  made  to  converge  to  a  set  of  sewers  with  a 
proper  outlet,  and  systematic  measures  taken  to  keep  them  whole 
and  open,  one  great  source  of  disease  to  the  town  would  be  con¬ 
trolled. 

As  this  matter  is  under  consideration  by  a  committee  appointed 
by  the  town,  the  Board  feel  that,  by  calling  public  attention  to  the 
matter  again,  thev  fulfil  their  duty. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  one  or  two  nui¬ 
sances,  in  connection  with  drains,  which  have  been  complained  of, 
it  has  been  unable  to  abate,  on  account  of  the  setting  in  and  steady 
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continuance  of  frost,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  remedy  the  diffi¬ 
culties  with  the  advent  of  Spring. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  MACKIN,  M.  D.,  ■)  Board 

JOHN  M.  EATON,  M  .D.  f  of 

LOWELL  E.  FALES,  )  Health. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 


EXPENSES. 

\ 

Hugh  Smith,  labor .  $19  50 

Christopher  Kolp,  labor .  18  00 

Richard  Carey,  “  20  25 

Eugene  Sullivan,  “  1  75 

Chas.  F.  Libby,  ‘‘  2  25 

Bernard  Riley,  “  5  00 

John  Miller,  ‘‘  13  00 

W.  H.  Britton,  10  seats .  17  50 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting. . .  26  38 

Christopher  Hersey.  labor' .  1  50 

John  McEnnany,  “  9  50 

One  pair  tree  climbers .  3  00 

Geo.  A.  Sherborn,  carting .  75 

$138  38 

Sumner  Pond,  labor  (1884) .  $1  25 

S.  A.  Vant,  “  “  .  20  47 

- 21  72 

$160  10 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  W.  WHLCOX, 

HENRY  E.  FALES, 

DWIGHT  RUSSELL, 

Town  Park  Commissioners. 


MILFORD  TOWN  LIBRARY. 


TRUSTEES’  REPORT. 


During  the  past  year  nothing  has  occurred  of  special  interest  in 
regard  to  the  Town  Library,  aside  from  the  completion  of  Memorial 
Hall,  a  noble  building,  which  is  at  once  an  honor  and  an  ornament 
to  the  town.  To  that  hall,  built  at  the  expense  of  the  town,  and 
dedicated  in  part  to  the  cause  of  education,  our  books  have  been  al¬ 
ready  transferred,  and  there  they  v/ill  henceforth  have  an  elegant 
and  attractive  home.  It  presents  a  striking  contrast  to  the  old, 
dark,  contracted  and  wholly  unsuitable  quarters,  in  which  the  librarv 
has  hitherto  been  located. 

AVe  may  well  hope  that  our  people  will  show  their  appreciation  of 
this  new  departure,  that  the  Town  Library,  with  its  new  attractions, 
will  be  more  liberally  patronized  than  ever  before,  and  that  its  use¬ 
fulness  will  be  greatly  increased.  The  importance  of  the  public  li¬ 
brary  as  a  means  of  popular  education  can  hardly  be  overestimated. 

The  trustees  have  now  on  hand  quite  a  sum  of  money  which  has 
not  been  expended,  because  they  thought  it  might  be  expected  of 
them  to  furnish  the  shelves  and  furniture  of  their  new  room,  and 
they  desired  to  reserve  enough  for  that  purpose.  They  have  al¬ 
ready  put  in  suitable  shelves,  and  are  about  laying  out  a  considera¬ 
ble  amount  in  providing  settees,  tables,  chairs,  etc.  And  some 
books  have  been  ordered  which  are  not  yet  paid  for. 

The  expense  of  the  library  wUl  in  future  be  reduced  in  some  re¬ 
spects.  There  will  be  no  rent  to  pay,  and  that  has  amounted  to 
$180  per  year.  It  does  not  seem  best  to  the  trustees  to  insure  the 
books  against  fire,  especially  as  no  other  town  property  is  insured, 
and  there  will  be  an  annual  saving  of  $100.  And  we  presume  the 
trustees  will  not  be  expected  to  pay  for  heating  and  lighting  the 
rooms  used  for  the  librarv,  which  has  cost  about  $90  a  year."  On 
the  other  hand  there  will  be  a  larger  sum  paid  to  the  librarian,  if  the 
library  is  kept  open  more  hours  than  before,  and  this  the  trustees 
desire  to  see  done.  And  of  course  a  janitor  will  be  emploved  to 
look  after  the  building  and  attend  to  the  fires. 

After  due  and  careful  consideration,  the  trustees  recommend  that 
the  town  make  an  appropriation  of  $800  for  the  Town  Librarv  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

CHAS.  A.  DEWEY,  Chairman  of  the  Trustees. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


J.  E.  Walker,  Treasurer, 

Ill  account  with  iMilford  Town  Library. 

Feb.,  188G.  Dr. 

Balance  from  last  year’s  account . \S37G  23 

Town  appropriation .  \1000  00 

One-half  dog  tax .  \  290  43 

For  fines . . . . .  .  47  27 

For  catalogues .  2  00 


$1724  93 

Cr. 

Paid 

M.  J.  Kelley,  librarian .  $300  00 

H.  C.  Scott,  rent .  225  00 

G.  G.  Parker,  insurance .  102  50 

Express .  1  45 

Covering  books .  4  92 

Books .  314  7G 

Milford  Water  Co.,  for  water . 6  00 

Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  for  gas .  55  23 

Postage . ‘ . . . . . .  2  00 

Supplies .  2  19 

Printing .  16  00 

Coal .  9  95 

Book  cases .  165  00 

Balance  cash  on  hand . 519  93 


$1724  93 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  THE  Trustees  of  Town  Library  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  following  twenty-seventh  annual  report  is  re¬ 
spectfully  submitted : 

The  library  year  began  Feb.  9,  1885,  and  ended  Feb.  6,  1886, 
with  a  circulation  of  30,139  volumes. 

During  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  there  has  been  a  large  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  patrons,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that,  with 
the  agreeable  change  from  the  old  quarters  to  Memorial  Hall,  the 
library  will  gain  considerably  in  circulation. 

The  U.  S.  Government  through  the  courtesy  of  our  Congressman, 
has  forwarded  to  us  158  volumes,  principally  Congressional  Globes 
and  Records,  and  we  now  have  the  set  almost  complete.  All  the 
other  additions  were  purchased. 

The  patrons  of  the  library  have  conducted  themselves  in  an  or¬ 
derly  manner,  there  being  no  occasion  to  deprive  any  person  of  the 
privileges  for  disorder.  There  still  remains  that  objectionable  feat¬ 
ure,  namely,  the  too  large  amount  of  fiction  read  in  comparison  with 
the  other  classes.  If  the  patrons  would  take  the  trouble,  they  would 
find  in  every  class  books  which  now  are  seldom  read  and  which  are 
as  interesting,  and  certainly  more  beneficial,  than  the  books  which 
are  in  continual  circulation.  Since  the  present  catalogue  was  is¬ 
sued,  there  has  been  a  large  number  of  books  added,  and  perhaps 
it  w’ould  be  advisable  to  issue  a  supplementary  catalogue.  By  vote 
of  the  trustees,  the  library  was  closed  Jan.  16,  and  shortly  after  the 
annual  examination  was  made,  with  the  following  result : 


Number  of  books,  per  catalogue . 6716 

Number  of  duplicates . 205 

-  6921 

Number  of  books  in  circulation... . 6636 

“  missing  (Aug.  30,  1884,  included) . 66 

“  ready  for  bindery. . . 130 

“  incomplete . ' . 89 

-  6921 


The  nppended  schedule  is  the  complete  summary  of  the  work  in 
the  library  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cards  issued  to  date  is 
3,536.  310  cards  ivere  given  to  jiarties  who  never  had  taken  books 

from  the  library.  One  of  the  principal,  and  certainly  the  most 
agreeable,  event,  was  the  transfer  of  the  books  to  the  new  and  com¬ 
modious  rooms  in  Memorial  Hall.  This  involved  considerable  time 
and  labor,  but  all  the  books  have  been  transferred,  and  will  be  in 
condition  for  delivery  very  soon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARTIN  J.  KELLEY,  Librarian. 


CIRCULATION. 
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Total . 30139 

argesl  daily  circulation,  March  7,  401.  Smallest  daily  circulation,  October  I3,  31. 


BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS 


Annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  of  the  Milford  Fire 
Department,  for  the  year  ending  Febrnary  12,  188G. 

Giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  Manual  Force  and  Apparatus 
of  the  Department ;  a  record  of  all  fires  and  alarms,  showing  the  loss, 
amount  of  insurance  and  insurance  paid,  and  the  cause  as  far  as 
could  be  ascertained ;  also  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  with  each 
appropriation  kept  separately  ;  and  the  usual  recommendations. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  of  E.  C.  Claflin,  pay  of  members . $4650  00 

“  “  incidentals .  1000  00 

“  new  hose .  300  00 


$5950  00 

Town  of  Mendon,  use  of  derrick .  $G  00 

Norcross  Bros.,  old  hose .  7  50 

Wickford  Fire  Corporation  for  Washington 

hand  engine .  650  00 

Balance  cash  on  hand,  Feb  10,  1885 .  16  48 —  679  98 


$6629  98 

EXPENDITURES. 

Appropriation  for  pay  of  members,  $4650.00. 

Paid 

Milford  S.  F.  E.  Co.,  No.  1 .  $455  00 

A.  Claflin  S.  F.  E.  Co.,  No.  2 .  455  OO 

Excelsior  H.  &  L.  Co.,  No.  1 .  585  00 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Co.,  No.  1 . 442  50 

Washington  Hose  Co.,  No.  2 .  455  oO 

Hopedale  Hose  Co.,  No.  3 . . .  365  QO 

W.  C.  Gillman  Hose  Co.,  No.  4 .  455  00 

F.  M.  Walker,  driver  Steamer  1 .  I75  oO 

C.  L.  Witherell,  driver  Hose  1 .  152  00 

C.  O.  Woodbury,  driver  Steamer  2. .  175  oO 

F.  J.  Rock  wood,  driver  Hose  2 .  25  00 

D.  L.  Stimpson,  steward  Hose  1 . 43  00 

F.  J.  Rockwood.  steward  Hose  2 .  43  oO 

G.  S.  Arnold,  steward  Hose  3 .  40  00 

J.  C.  O’Neil,  steward  Hose  4 .  .jO  00 
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John  Kelle}^  steward  H.  &  L .  $20  00 

James  Birmingham,  steward  H.  &  L .  20  00 

Henry  Willard,  engineman  Steamer  1 .  175  00 

H.  B.  Fairbanks,  engineman  Steamer  2..  .  175  00 

Board  of  engineers .  325  00 


$4620  50 

Balance .  29  50 


$4650  00 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  INCIDENTALS,  $1000. 


Paid 

Milford  Gas  Light  Co .  $225  91 

Milford  Water  Co .  35  25 

Hopedale  Machine  Co.,  repairs .  21  33 

Manchester  Locomotive  Works,  repairs .  16  91 

Hall  Rubber  Co.,  rubber  for  step,  Hose  4 .  75 

Adams  Express  Co.,  freight .  2  75 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Co.,  freight .  50 

Hopedale  stable,  teams  to  fires .  4  50 

T.  F.  Daveron,  “  “  4  50 

James  Powers,  “  “  . '  5  00 

J.  O.  Symonds,  “  “  2  00 

David  Bushee,  “  “  6  00 

H.  C.  Snell,  “  “  1  50 

M.  W.  Edwards,  horses  for  truck .  43  50 

A.  L.  Smith,  horses  for  hose  No.  4 .  27  00 

G.  A.  Sherborne,  horses  for  steamer  and  express  . .  10  50 

0.  D.  Holmes,  ringing  fire  alarm .  11  00 

G.  E.  Daniels,  ringing  fire  alarm .  10  00 

B.  H.  Montague,  ringing  fire  alarm . . . .  4  00 

A.  Claflin,  S.  F.  E.  Co.  No.  2,  blinds .  10  QO., 

A.  Claflin,  S.  F.  E.  Co.  No.  2,  room  rent  .  . .  . .  50  ,00 

Barney  &  Son,  coal  and  wood  * . .  i  < . . .  .'. . . 7 .....  '  92  77 

V _  ' 

E.  B.  Foster, ‘Shavings-^  *  * . . . . . . .  50 

F.  O.  Dewev  &-Sons,  lanterns  1 ................ .  5.  00 

E.  B."  Preston  &  Co.,4antern  bracket. . . .  .d  .  . .  >1  >50 

Heirs  of  S;  P.’ Carpenter,  lease  of*  land. . .  •  15 '^00 

C.  F.  Quiggle,  leather. . .  7  95 

O.  M.  Adams,  envelopes  . .  '  60 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing  ^  7 . .  .V. ." . . .  .  5  75 

J.  Allen  Rice,  sponges  and  chamois  . .  3  00 

N.  B.  Fairbanks,  oil...., .  1  37 

F.  M.  Walker,  bedding . ' .  75 

Martin  Broderick,  fire  police . . . . .  5  00 

C.  E.  Clark,  fire  police . .  . . .  8  00 

J.  H.  Scott,  postage,  stationery,  mileage,  etc .  5  55 

* 
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N.  K.  Sprague,  labor .  Si  00 

C3a’us  Joy,  labor .  3  00 

Davis  Brothers,  labor .  3  G2 

J.  C.  Coft'ev,  lal)or .  5  00 

James  Birmingham,  labor .  2  00 

J.  A.  Simpson,  labor .  1  50 

T.  E.  Morse,  labor  and  stock .  1  16 

Ralph  Varnnm,  repairs .  7  45 

Lysander  Grow,  agt. ,  repairs .  12  70 

C^nais  Noyes,  repairs . - .  1  65 

Bangor  Extension  Ladder  Co.,  repairs .  5  00 

L.  E.  Belknap,  repairs .  50 

Henry  Willard,  repairs .  9  60 

Craige  &  Severance,  repairs .  6  50 

C.  T.  Crosby  &  Co.,  repairs .  17  50 

D.  R.  Johnson,  repairs. . . .  1  20 

Cole  Brothers,  repairs .  16  50 

Harden  &  Marshall,  repairs .  1  50 

H.  S.  Cnshman,  repairs  and  stock .  9  10 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  repairs  and  stock .  35  75 

A.  S.  Tuttle  &  Co.,  supplies .  34  35 

J.  C.  O’Neil,  supplies . . .  50 

Conant  Rubber  Co.,  supplies.  . . . - .  2  50 

Currier  &  Kendall,  supplies .  4  00 

H.  C.  Scott,  supplies .  38  71 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  supplies .  2  98 

A.  Sumner,  supplies .  1  60 

T.  C.  Eastman,  supplies  for  Hose  4 . 53  25 

A.  S.  Jackson,  supplies .  65  85 


$991  61 

Balance  . . . .  8  39 


NEW  HOSE. 

Appropriation,  $300. 

Paid 

Boston  Woven  Hose  Co.,  for  400  feet  hose 


$1000  00 

$300  00 


SALE  OF  WASHINGTON  HAND  ENGINE. 


Received  of  Wickford  Fire  Corporation .  $650  00 

Paid 

E.  C.  Claflin,  town  treasurer .  622  10 

J.  H.  Scott,  labor  and  expense.  . .  5  50 

Cole  Bros.,  commission .  20  00 

Greene  Bros.,  use  of  canvas  cover . . .  2  00 

M.  F.  P.  &  H.  R.  R.,  freight . . . .  40 


« 


$650  00 
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RECAPITULATION. 

-S5950  00 

S4620  50 
991  G1 
300  00 

-  05912  11 

37  89 


$5950  00 

Balance  on  hand,  Feb.  10,  1885 .  $1G  48 

Received  for  old  hose  and  use  of  derrick. . .  13  50 

Received  for  hand  engine .  G50  00 

-  $G79  98 


$6629  98 

Paid  to  town  treasurer  net  receipts  of  sale 


of  hand  engine .  622  10 

$6007  88 

Balance  on  hand,  Feb.  12th,  1886.... .  67  87 


Total  expense  of  fire  department  last  year .  $5940  01 

APPROPRIATIONS,  1885. 


Pay  of  members .  $4650  00 

Incidentals .  1000  00 

Hose .  300  00 

Repairs .  300  00 

-  $6250  00 

5940  01 


Unexpended..... .  $309  99 


FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 

There  were  I7  bell  alarms  of  fire  during  the  year  ending  Januaiy  1. 
1886.  There  were  2  still  alarms,  and  one  building  totally  destroj-ed.  and 
one  building  partially  damaged  by  fire  without  an  alarm  being  given. 

Below  will  be  seen  a  statement  of  the  same  as  near  as  could  be  ascer¬ 
tained. 

Total  amount  of  insurance  on  buildings  damaged  by  fire,  $8300. 

Total  amount  of  insurance  on  contents,  $3100. 

Total  amount  of  insurance  paid  on  buildings,  $336.12. 

Total  amount  of  insurance  paid  on  contents,  $76.00. 


Total  amount  paid  ....  $412.12 

Jan.  4,  at  5  p.  M.  Slight  fire  in  house  owned  and  occupied  by  William 
Dillon.  No  alarm ;  Cause  unknown ;  Damage,  $58 ;  Insurance  paid,  $44. 
Jan.  5, 10:02  p.  m.  Unnecessary  alarm :  caused  by  hot  ashes  placed 


Total  amount  drawn  from  E.  C.  Claflin.  . . . 

Paid  for  members  of  De])’t . 

Paid  for  incidentals .  . 

Paid  for  new  hose . 

4 

Unexpended . 


/ 
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in  wooden  keg  in  house  owned  N.  George  and  occupied  by  M.  Eush, 
Central  street;  no  damage. 

March  25.  11 :50  A.  M.  Chimney  fire  in  house  owned  and  occupied  by 
Nora  Leonard,  East  Main  sti-eet;  no  damage. 

March  25,  4  p.  m..  Still  alarm.  Chimney  fire  in  house  owned  by  B. 
E.  Harris,  occupied  by  G.  M.  Davenport,  Beach  street;  no  damage. 

April  7.  7  :15  p.  M.  Forest  fire.  Bear  Hill. 

April  16,  5  p.  M.  Forest  tire,  back  of  Milford  granite  quarry. 

April  20.  1:50  P.  M:  Forest  fire  back  of  the  Hicks  place,  Hopkin- 
ton  road. 

April  21,'  12  M  :  Forest  fire  near  house  owned  by  A.  Rollins. 

April  23,  6  p.  m.  Forest  fire,  Braggville  road,  owned  by  Messrs. 
Flanigan  &  Quirk. 

April  25,  1 :45  P.  M.  Forest  fire  near  house  owned  by  Mr.  T.  Shea, 
near  Norcross  Bros,  quarry. 

June  19.  5  :40  p.  M.  Slight  fii-e  on  roof  of  shuttle  factory  owned  by 
S.  Walker,  occupied  by  Dudley  &  Knight,  Hopedale.  Damage  ^10,  in¬ 
surance  paid  $10 ;  cause,  sparks  from  smoke  stack. 

Jul}'  4,  4  A.  M.  Small  building  owned  by  Mr.  Gannon,  North  Pur¬ 
chase.  Damage  total;  cause  incendiary ;  insurance  on  building.  $350; 
paid.  $300.  Insurance  on  contents,  $100;  paid,  $25;  no  alarm. 

July  4,  10 :45  p.  M.  Slight  fire  on  roof  of  house  owned  and  occupied 
by  Esther  McNamara,  Church  Place.  Damage  to  building,  $6;  damage 
to  contents,  $11;  insurance  on  building,  $1,650;  paid,  $5.12;  insurance  on 
contents,  $600:  paid.  $11;  caused  bj^  fireworks, 

July  9,  1 :55  p.  M.  Old  timber  owned  bj’’  Mr.  Dudley,  Hopedale;  no 
damage. 

July  14,  7 :15  p.  m.  Chimney  fire  in  house  owned  b}’^  Mr.  Inman, 
Upton  road;  unnecessary  alarm. 

Oct.  8,  7:03  a.  m.  Slight  fire  in  bakery  owned  by  Mrs.  McDermott, 
Pond  street;  caused  by  pan  of  fat  catching  fire  from  stove;  no  insurance 
claimed. 

Oct.  17,  3  :40  p.  M.  Chimney  fire  in  carriage  factoiw  owned  by  I.  N. 
Crosby,  School  street ;  no  damage. 

Dec.  8,  9  :15  p.  m.  Small  fire  in  house  owned  by  Mr.  McDonald,  De. 
pot  street;  caused  by  wood  placed  too  near  stove.  Damage,  $20;  in¬ 
sured  for  $600;  insurance  paid,  $17. 

Dec.  23.  8  :05  p.  m.  Small  fire  in  Dr.  Clark’s  office.  Main  street ;  caused 
by  lamp  explosion;  damage  slight;  ^still  alarm. 

Dec.  26.  9:10  p.  M.  Unnecessary  alarm;  chimney  in  house  on  Hay¬ 
ward  street;  no  damage. 

Dec.  29,  11 :20  A.  M.  Unnecessary  alarm  ;  small  brush  fire  about  two 
miles  out  on  the  Medway  road ;  no  damage. 

The  force  of  the  Fire  Department  is  as  follows  : 


BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS. 


James  Powers,  Chief  Engineer. 
A.  R.  Cheney,  1st  Assistant. 

J.  H.  Scott,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 


J.  B.  Bancroft,  Assistant. 
P.  J.  Baxter,  Assistant. 

D.  R.  Johnson,  Assistant. 


MILFORD  STEAM  FIRE  ENGINE  CO.,  NO.  1. 


Thomas  Nutting,  Foreman. 

Frank  P.  Mann,  1st  Assistant. 
Willard  P.  Lealand,  Clerk  and  Treas. 
Henry  Willard,  Engineman. 

Henry  E.  Rockwood,  Stoker. 

F.  M.  Walker,  Driver. 

William  Bowker,  Hoseman. 

A.  D.  Read, 


E.  F.  Pond,  Hoseman. 
A.  C.  Gardner,  '•* 

T.  E.  Kane,  ‘‘ 

Thomas  Mahar, 

William  Brown, 

Waldo  Hancock,  ‘‘ 
George  Whiting,  •• 
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AAKOX  CLAFLIN  STEAM  FIRE  ENGINE  CO.,  NO.  2. 


J.  H.  Morse,  Foreman. 

A.  J.  Watkins,  1st  Assistant. 

VV.  A.  Fairbanks,  Clerk  and  Treas. 
N.  B.  Fairbanks,  Engineinan. 

C.  O.  WoodburjN  Driver. 

C.  H.  Cook,  Hoseinan. 

C.  H.  Smith, 

Joseph  Lawton,  “ 


L.  H.  Hayden,  Hoseman. 
W.  O.  Hayden.  “ 
iSTahum  Gaskill, 

John  Brayn, 

W.  A.  Otis,  ” 

G.  H.  Thompson,  “ 

A.  H.  Smith, 


AVIDE  AAVAKE  HOSE  CO.,  NO.  1. 


F.  W.  Adams,  Foreman  and  Treas. 
VV.  J.  Stimpson.  1st  Assistant. 

A.  D.  White,  Clerk. 

D.  L.  Stimpson,  Steward. 

C.  L.  Littlefield,  Hoseman. 

H.  C.  Benn3G  “ 

J.  J.  Hennessy, 

G.  H.  Thompson,  '* 


H.  L.  Willard,  Hoseman. 

J.  L.  Li  I  ley. 

L.  E.  DoUiff*, 

E.  B.  Bates, 

C.  L.  Witherell, 

Charles  Bagley,  ‘‘ 

K.  D.  Hadley, 


AVASHINGTON  HOSE  CO.,  NO.  2. 


L.  E.  Belknap,  Foreman  and  Treas. 
J.  T.  Berrill,  1st  Assistant.  * 

T.  F.  Martin,  2nd  Assistant. 

W.  J.  Pyne,  Clerk. 

F.  J.  Rockwood,  Steward. 

Bart  Harrington,  Hoseman. 

A.  O.  Hersey, 

P.  J.  Connors, 


G.  A.  Frost,  Hoseman. 
John  Glenfield 
Emmons  Fletcher, 
Edward  Dalton. 

J.  J.  King, 

M.  C.  Hussey,  “ 

T.  J.  Callahan,  “ 


nOPEDALE  HOSE  CO.,  NO.  3. 


Thomas  J.  Coyne.  Foreman. 
Robert  Boss,  1st  Assistant. 

F.  L.  Andrews,  2nd  Assistant. 
Samuel  Pilling,  Clerk. 

E.  L.  Chichester,  Treas. 

G.  S.  Arnold,  Steward. 


G.  E.  Frink,  Hoseman. 
E.  S.  Adams,  “ 

J.  P.  Smith, 

T.  F.  Bariows, 

Thad.  E.  Stevens, 

E.  M.  Capen.  •• 


AV.  C.  GILLMAN  HOSE  CO.,  NO.  4. 


J.  C.  O’jSTeil,  Foreman. 

M.  Higgins,  1st  Assistant. 
D.  O’Connor,  2nd  Assistant. 
C.  A.  Cheney,  Clerk. 

M.  Casey,  Steward. 

M.  J.  Buckley,  Treasurer. 

J.  Howard,  Hoseman. 

J.  A.  Cook, 


J.  E.  Fitzsimmons,  Hoseman. 
G.  Julian. 

Fred  Joslyn, 

P.  Coyne.  ^ 

A.  L.  Smith*.  “ 

Owen  Gormley,  '■* 

M.  Murphy. 


EXCELSIOR  HOOK  AND  LADDER  CO..  NO.  1. 
Not  fully  organized. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  PROPERTY  AND  ITS  CONDITION. 


Milford  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  r,  built  by  Cole  Brothers,  Pawtucket, 
R.  I  ,  is  in  good  condition  as  far  as  we  can  ascertain. 

Aaron  Claflin  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  2,  built  by  the  Amoskeag  Co., 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  is  in  good  condition. 

Excelsior  Flook  &  Ladder  Truck,  built  by  E.  B.  Preston  &  Co., 
Chicago,  Ill.,  is  in  good  condition. 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Carriage  No.  i,  built  by  Abbot  Downing  Co.,  Con¬ 
cord,  N.  H.,  is  in  good  condition. 

Washington  Hose  Carriage  No.  2,  built  by  Abbot  Downing  Co.,  Con¬ 
cord,  N.  H.,  is  in  good  condition. 

Hopedale  Hose  Carriage  Co.  3,  built  by  Hunneman  &  Co.,  Boston, 
Mass.,  is  in  good  condition. 

W.  C.  Gillman  Hose  Carriage  No.  4,  built  by  Abbot  Downing  Co., 
Concord,  N.  H.,  is  in  good  condition. 

One  Babcock  4-wheeled  Fire  Extinguisher,  in  reserve. 

One  Hook  &  Ladder  Truck  in  reserve. 

There  are  six  buildings  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Fire  Department, 
situated  as  follow^s  :  One  on  Hopedale  street,  occupied  by  Flose  No.  3, 
in  good  condition ;  one  on  South  Main  street,  occupied  by  Steamers  Nos. 
I  and  2,  in  good  condition ;  one  at  Lincoln  square,  occupied  by  Hose  Cos. 

I  and  2,  in  very  poor  condition ;  one  corner  Spruce  and  Main  streets,  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Hook  &  Ladder  Truck  Co.  No.  i,  in  very  poor  condition;  one 
at  North  Purchase,  occupied  by  the  Extinguisher,  in  fair  condition  ;  one 
on  Central  street  occupied  by  Hose  Co.  No.  4,  in  good  condition. 

There  are  sixteen  reservoirs  situated  in  the  thickly  settled  parts  of 
the  town,  and  four  hydrants  located  in  the  depot  district  suitable  for  steam¬ 
ers  only,  there  not  being  sufficient  force  to  them  to  throw  a  stream  over 
any  building,  although  they  have  been,  and  will  continue  to  be,  if  properly 
cared  for,  very  convenient  in  case  of  a  large  fire,  as  there  is  an  everlasting 
supply  of  water  from  them. 

There  are  76  Hydrants  of  th  Milford  Water  Company,  as  located 
and  accepted  by  the  town.  ' 

There  are  6,300  feet  of  good  reliable  rubber-lined  fabric  hose  in  the 
Department. 

SALE  OF  WASHINGTON  HAND  ENGINE. 

Agreeable  to  the  vote  of  the  Town  instructing  the  Engineers  of  the 
Fire  Department  to  dispose  of  the  Washington  hand  engine,  we  would 
report  that  we  have  sold  the  above-mentioned  engine  to  the  Wickford  Fire 
Corporation,  Wickford,  R.  L,  for  the  sum  of  ^650,  including  the  amount 
of  leather  and  unlined  linen  hose  as  reported  last  year.  This  was  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Engineers  to  be  a  very  good  price,  considering  the  number 
of  engines  in  the  market,  in  consequence  of  so  many  towns  putting  in 
water  works. 

RECOMMENDATIONS . 

We  would  recommend  the  following  appropriations  for  the  ensuing 
year : 

For  pay  of  Members,  $455o  For  New  Hose,  $300 

“  Incidentals,  1000  “  Repairs,  300 
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We  would  also  recommend  that  the  town  take  some  action  in  relation 
to  building  a  house  for  the  Hose  and  Hook  &  Ladder  apparatus,  and  es¬ 
tablish  a  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  the  necessity  of  which  has  been  fully  set 
forth  in  preceding  reports  and  needs  no  further  argument  from  us,  still 
we  feel  it  our  duty  to  make  mention  of  these  things,  as  our  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  cannot  be  complete  without  them,  and  we  believe  it  to  be  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  Town. 

CONCLUSION. 

Ill  concliision  we  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  for  a  cheerful  compliance  to  the  rules  of  the  department,  and  to 
say  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  to  make  any 
arbitrary  rules,  all  rules  being  fully  considered  before  they  are  pro¬ 
mulgated  to  the  department  and  would  not  be  mac^  without  beiiig  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  Town  and  the  Fire  Department.  We  regret  that 
our  rules  caused  trouble  in  the  Hook  &  Ladder  Company,  nevertheless 
it  was  necessary  to  enforce  them  after  the  company  continued  to  run 
under  them;  and  had  we  allowed  the  company  to  dictate  to  the  Board 
of  Engineers,  the  discipline  of  the  department  would  have  been  injured, 
and  we  could  not  allow  that  at  any  cost.  However,  we  think  we  showed 
a  disposition  to  amicably  adjust  the  matter  when  wo  agreed  to  arbitrate 
the  question  and  to  which  the  comjiany  refused.  We  have  a  new  com¬ 
pany  started  that  will  consist  of  tifteen  men,  which  is  in  our  opinion 
sufficient  to  handle  the  apparatus,  as  the  truck  is  drawn  by  horses,  and 
does  not  require  as  many  men  as  when  it  was  drawn  by  hand,  and  it 
will  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  department  $150  per  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  POWERS,  Chief  Engineer. 
ALBERT  H.  CHENEY,  1st  Assistant. 
PATRICK  BAXTER, 

D.  R.  JOHNSON, 

J.  B.  BANCROFi. 

J.  H.  SCOTT,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 


TRUSTEES  OF  VERNON  GROVE  CEMETERY  RE¬ 
PORT,  FOR  THE  PAST  YEAR, 


DR. 

Feb.  7,  1885,  Cash  on  hand .  $62  43 

Apr.  13,  “  Rec’d  of  Wm.H.Simonds  for  Lot  No.  532.  5  00 

8  00 
5  00 
8  00 
100  00 
100  00 
7  00 
5  00 
10  20 
3  00 


$313  63 

$159  40 
20  65 
7  50 
3  40 
5  00 
5  00 
2  00 
10  00 
100  18 


$313  63 

HENRY  C.  SKINNER,  Treasurer. 

By  request  of  Aaron  H.  Small,  his  deed  has  been  transferred 
'  to  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Reynolds.  Arrano:ements  were  made  wdth  Mr. 
William  L.  Billings  to  construct  an  ayenne  in  the  back  part  of  the 
ground,  but  when  he  got  ready  to  build  it  he  found  that  his  scraper 
needed  repairing,  and  before  he  got  it  ready  for  use,  the  cold 
weather  came,  and  it  w^as  not  done.  That  is  the  reason  so  much 
money  remains  unexpended.  ,  We  thought  it  better  to  pay  the  mon¬ 
ey  into  the  Highway  Department  of  the  town,  than  to  priyate  indi¬ 
viduals.  There  have  been  49  interments  in  Vernon  Grove  Ceme¬ 
tery  during  the  past  year.  The  trustees  recommend  that  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  dollars  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  use  of 
Vernon  Grove  Cemetery  the  ensuing  year. 

• 

The  terms  of  the  Committee  expire  as  follows : 

H.  C.  Skinner  and  John  M.  Wood,  1886  ;  George  L.  May¬ 
nard  and  Henry  J.  Bailey,  1887  ;  Leonard  Fairbanks  and  Isaac  N. 
Crosby,  1888.  HENRY  C.  SKINNER,  Sec’y. 


Apr. 

18, 

;  i 

i  ( 

Geo.  E.  Anderson  *  483 

May 

5, 

i  i 

; ; 

Mrs.  Jennie  A.  Tucker  “  527 

May 

9, 

i  i 

;  ( 

Albert  F.  Fairbanks  “  495 

June 

4, 

( ( 

( ( 

E.  C.  Claflin,  town  treasurer. . . . 

Aug. 

7, 

i  i 

i  i 

a  a 

0  9  0  0 

Feb. 

8, 

1886, 

n 

Wm.  J.  Woods  for  Lot  No.  512. 

( i 

( ; 

( i 

i  i 

J.  M.  Woods,  Cummings’  deed. 

i  ^ 

i  i 

i  i 

ti 

Wood  sold . .  •  •  • 

i  i 

(.  i 

i  i 

One  grave  sold  to  Geo.  Tucker, 

CR. 

Henry  Hancock,  for  labor  in  Cemetery 
M.  Spellman,  “  “ 

Theodore  Prentice,  “  “ 

John  M.  Wood,  labor  and  cash  paid.. 
W.  H.  Ring,  labor  in  Cemetery. ...... 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  bill . 

Walter  L.  Bennett,  painting  tomb. . . . 

H.  C.  Skinner,  services . 

Cash  on  hand,  Feb.  8th,  1886 . 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

1886. 


The  School  Committee  respectfully  submit  their  annual  report ; 

The  Public  Schools  of  the  Town  have  enjoyed  a  year  of  unin¬ 
terrupted  prosperity  and  success.  Few  changes  have  been  made  in 
the  roll  of  teachers,  and  all  have  labored  with  their  usual  fidelity. 
Mr.  Wm.  E^.  Hatch,  declining  further  services  as  Superintendent, 
Mr.  W.  T.  Leonard,  of  Fall  Rivei,  was  elected  to  that  office,  and 
began  his  duties  at  the  opening  of  the  schools,  at  the  close  of  the 
summer  vacation.  It  was  apparent  that  his  experience  as  principal 
of  a  large  High  School  in  the  city  of  Fall  River,  together  with  his 
mature  and  practical  knowledge  of  the  management  of  schools  and 
with  such  business  transactions  as  are  requisite,  eminently  fitted 
him  for  the  position.  . 

In  all  these  respects  he  has  met  our  highest  expectations,  and 
under  his  supervision  we  feel  that  our  schools  are  in  safe  and  pru¬ 
dent  hands.  •  . 

For  the  most  part  our  school  accommodations  are  ample,  com¬ 
fortable  and  convenient. 

Almost  the  only  exception  is  in  regard  to  the  Old  Town  House 
Building.  It  is  time  the  schools  were  removed  from  this  locality. 
At  present  there  are  no  school  rooms  where  the  pupils  attending 
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these  schools  can  be  accommodated,  without  compelling  them  to  go 
to  an  unreasonable  distance. 

They  number  about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  residing  in  the 
yicinity  of  the  schools  they  now  attend. 

The  Committee  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  a  new  Pri¬ 
mary  School  Building  is  now  required  iu  the  vicinity  of  Memorial 
Hall.  How  soon  the  Town  will  make  the  needed  appropriations, 
must  be  left  to  the  citizens  themselycs  to  decide. 

The  system  of  Free  Text  Books  and  Supplies  has  given  com¬ 
plete  satisfaction.  Books  have  been  carefully  used,  well  preserved, 
and  are  furnished  at  a  cost  less  than  they  could  be  if  purchased  for 

the  pupils  individually.  It  is  true,  it  adds  to  the  labor  of  the  Su- 

% 

perintendent  and  teachers,  but  they  haye  cheerfully  performed  this 
new  dut3^  The  cost  on  this  account  the  past  year  has  been  about 
$1,450 

Under  the  arrangement  made  by  the  Town,  the  Committee  and 

Superintendent  haye  occupied  the  room  assigned  in  Memorial  Hall. 

However  the  case  may  have  beeii  formerly,  it  has  now  become  a 

necessity  that  the  Superintendent  should  have  some  suitable  place 

for  his  headquarters,  where,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  meetings  of 

teachers  and  committee,  he  can  store  and  distribute  to  pupils  and 

teachers  the  books  and  other  school  supplies  required  under  the 

present  law.  These  are  purchased  in  quantities  to  ensure  the  low- 

\ 

est  price  and  meet  the  constant  requirements  of  the  schools.  The 
expense  of  the  rooms  heretofore,  including  fuel,  has  been  about 
$150  annually. 

Such  accommodations  are  afforded  in  Memorial  Hall  Building, 
at  a  saving  of  considerable  importance  to  the  Town. 

More  complete  and  detailed  information  as  to  the  condition  and 
expenses  of  the  schools,  will  be  found  in  the  reports  of  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  and  Secretary  of  the  Board,  which  are  hereto  appended  and 
approved. 

And  we  would  especially  commend  to  the  attention  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  the  remarks  of  the  Superintendent  in  regard  to  the  introduction 
of  music  in  our  public  schools.  If  the  plan  is  adopted,  an  additional 
appropriation  will  be  required, 

f 
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The  Committee  recommend  the  following  appropriations  : 

Superintendent  and  Teachers . . .  ...  $18,500 

Fuel .  1,300 

Eepairs .  1,500 

Incidentals . . * .  1 ,100 

Text  Books  and  Supplies .  1,400 

Care  of  Houses . 1,100 

Evening  School .  500 

GEORGE  G.  PARKER, 

JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY, 

CHARLES  E.  WHITNEY, 

CHARLES  MACKIN, 

LOWELL  E.  FALES, 

GEORGE  E.  STACY, 


Committee. 


REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 


The  account  herewith  submitted,  includes  all  bills  contracted 
during  the  year,  from  Feb.  1,  1885,  to  Feb.  1,  1886,  or  left  over 
from  previous  years,  so  far  as  known.  Under  the  head  of  evening 
school,  I  have  included  only  the  expense  of  teaching,  as  text-books 
were  supplied  and  charged  to  it  last  year  sufficient  to  supply  its 
needs  the  present  season,  and  the  incidentals  supplied  were  of 
small  amount,  except  that  of  fuel,  which  was  taken  from  the  gen¬ 
eral  supply  on  hand  at  the  Claflin  building.  For  a  more  accurate 
statement  of  the  running  expenses  of  the  schools,  see  Superintend¬ 
ent’s  report.  Owing  to  the  small  number  of  scholars  in  attendance 
during  the  present  Winter,  we  have  been  able  to  dispense  with  one 
of  the  teachers,  thus  greatly  diminishing  the  running  expenses  of 
the  school.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  those  who  could  de¬ 
rive  so  many  and  great  advantages  from  the  school,  have  mani¬ 
fested  so  little  interest  as  to  make  this  reduction  in  teachers  neces- 

\ 

sary. 

The  text-book  and  fuel  accounts  have  o-reatlv  exceeded  tho 
appropriations.  These  are  two  appropriations  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  existence  of  the  schools  ;  and  as  the  town  does  not  expect 
or  desire  that  they  shall  be  closed  when  these  appropriations  are 
exhausted,  the  wisdom  of  making  them  less  than  are  known  will 
be  required  may  be  questioned. 

During  the  year  the  Park,  North  Purchase,  Grammar,  High, 
West  Street,  Chapin  Street,  Fountain  Street,  North  Grammar  and 
City  school  houses  have  been  thoroughly  painted  on  the  outside  ; 
most  of  these  buildings  also  received  a  coat  of  paint  the  year  be¬ 
fore,  and  are  now  in  condition  to  last  several  years  without  being- 
repainted.  New  floors  have  been  laid  at  Silver  Hill  and  Fountain 
Street  houses,  and  the  repairs  on  the  North  Purchase  Primary 
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building,  contemplated  when  the  appropriation  was  made,  have 
been  completed. 

Our  appropriations  have  received  a  slight  increase  the  past 
year  from  tuitions  received  from  scholars  residing  out  of  town  at¬ 
tending  the  High  school.  As  the  teachers  assert  that  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  a  limited  number  of  such  pupils  does  not  increase  their 
own  labors,  lower  the  standard  of  the  school  or  lessen  the  advan¬ 
tages  our  own  scholars  derive  therefrom,  it  would  seem  proper  that 
the  money  so  received  should  be  set  apart  to  be  expended  for  the 
special  benefit  of  the  High  school  in  the  purchase  of  apparatus, 
books  of  reference,  etc.,  of  which  it  is  sadly  in  need. 


APPROPRIATIONS . 


Teachers  and  Supt .  $17500  00 

Care  of  school  houses .  1300  00 

Fuel .  1100  00 

Evening  school .  500  00 

Incidentals .  1000  00 

Repairs .  2000  00 

Text  books  and  supplies .  700  00 

Dog  tax,  one-half . .  299  43^ 

State  school  fund .  97  42 

Received  from  books  sold  at  office .  83  24 

Tuitions  from  out  of  town  scholsra .  154  40 

Evening  school  forfeit  money .  4  00 


$24,738  49J 


EXPENSES. 


Salaries  of  teachers .  ■  $16408  24 

Salaries  of  superintendents .  1673  44 


$18,141  68 

$17,500  00 
641  68 


Appropriation . 

Exceeded  appropriation 


$18,141  08 
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Care  of  school  houses .  $1074  45 

Unexpended .  225  55 


$1300  00 

Appropriation .  $1300. 

FUEL. 

Barney  &  Son,  wood  and  kindlings .  $40  51 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal .  138  66 

Field  Bros.,  “  .  1192  98 


$1372  15 

Appropriation .  $1100  00 

Exceeded  appropriation .  272  15 

- $1372  15 

TEXT  BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

Text  books  and  supplies .  $1451  52 

Appropriation .  $700  00 

Exceeded  appropriation .  751  52 

-  $1451  52 

EYENINO  SCHOOLS. 

Evening  school . 218  00 

LTnexpended .  282  00 


$500  00 

Appropriation .  $500  00 

EEPAIRS. 

A.  H.  Andrews  &  Co.,  desks  for  High 

school .  $339  75 

James  Bergin,  putting  down  desk  and  gen¬ 
eral  repairs .  120  17 

Chas.  Bryant,  repairing  slate  on  roof .  20  61 

E.  C.  Claflin,  paint .  32  25 

Dexter  Bros.,  paint .  23  03 

Henry  McElwin,  repairing  blackboards. .. .  78  25 
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Field  Bros.,  lumber .  S3  34 

Jerome  Marble,  paint .  212  00 

James  M.  Newhall,  painting .  205  80 

Fred  Swasey,  supt.,  painting  and  cash  paid  for  express..  23  90 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  repairs  on  various  sclioolhouses,  in¬ 
cluding  special  repairs  on  North  Purchase  primary  and 
new  floors  at  Fountain  Street  and  Silver  Hill  houses. . .  316  61 

C.  A.  Ambler,  piping  for  water,  basins,  etc .  36  11 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  putting  in  water  at  Park .  58  73 

Daniel  Connors,  grading  yard  at  No.  Purchase  primary..  12  00 

Craige  &  Severance,  repairing  steam  apparatus .  30  00 

Eldredge  &  Beattey,  painting  and  glazing .  6  51 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water  connections  at  Chapin  Street, 

Park  and  Claflin  schools .  104  50 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting  and  glazing .  40  40 

A.  S.  Pickering,  repairing  chimneys .  2  50 

S.  J.  Smith,  repairing  lightning  rods. . .  23  00 

Frances  F.  Taft,  labor  at  Hopedale .  20  63 

Kalph  Varnum,  labor  and  materials .  6  27 

C.  A.  Hoyt,  plumbing .  22  95 


$1739  31 

Unexpended .  260  69 


$2000  00 

Appropriation .  $2000. 

INCIDENTALS. 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  brooms,  brushes,  etc . .  $10  44 

\ 

G.  M.  Billings,  cards,  envelopes  and  printing .  72  75 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  hardware,  etc .  8  22 

Z.  E.  Ball,  removing  ashes  at  high  school . .  1  25 

John  E.  Burke,  cleaning  school  houses .  25  25 

Milford  Music  Hall,  graduation .  29  15 

Michael  Casey,  use  of  well  at  Plains .  5  00 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing,  paper,  etc .  106  35 

Michael  Costello,  use  of  well.  Bear  Hill .  3  00 


lO 

T.  F.  Davoren,  truant  officer . $50  00 

R.  C.  Eldridge,  cleaning  clocks .  1  50 

G.  T.  Fales  &  Co.,  ribbon,  graduation .  3  18 

L.  E.  Fales,  postage,  etc .  8  68 

W.  E.  Hatch,  cleaning  schoolhonses .  160  12 

W.  E.  Hatcli,  sundry  expenses . . .  47  38 

G.  O.  Hatcli,  use  of  well  at  Hopedale .  5  00 

J.  W.  Harris,  brooms,  brushes,  repairiring  stoves,  etc. ...  72  42 

J.  W.  Harris,  use  of  chairs  at  graduation .  2  00 

Hopedale  Machine  Co.,  washers .  35 

G.  C.  Hudson,  freight .  60 

J.  F.  Hickey,  shades,  etc .  8  08 

Wm.  Kelley,  labor  on  school  yard .  3  50 

H.  C.  Kendall,  filling  diplomas .  10  00 

W.  T.  Leonard,  sundry  expenses .  52  57 

H.  W.  Lull,  programs,  graduation .  12  00 

H.  W.  Lull,  cleaning  schoolroom .  2  85 

John  Madden,  use  of  well.  West  street . . . .  5  00 

John  McEnauv,  labor  at  Park  school  yard .  1  00 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water  rent .  51  59 

Milford  Savings  Bank,  rent  of  Superintendent’s  office...  114  60 
Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas . ' .  49  75 

N.  E.  Publishing  Co.,  advertisement .  2  80 

O.  B.  Parkhurst,  use  of  well.  Old  Town  House .  5  00 

G.  A.  Sherborne,  teaming,  etc .  $1075 

Times  Publishing  Co.,  printing .  3  00 

G.  H.  Whittemore,  repairing  clocks .  1  25 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Whitney,  music,  graduation.. .  3  00 

John  Taft,  mason  work .  9  20 

C.  W.  Wilcox,  repairing  clocks  .  2  25 

*  C.  F.  Wight,  tuning  piano,  etc.. .  5  00 


$965  83 

Unexpended .  34  17 


$1000  00 


Appropriation 


$1000  00 


RECEIPTS. 


824810  G9 
154  40 
83  24 
4  00 


$25,052  33 

Whole  amount  expended .  $24,962  94 

Cash  on  deposit  in  Home  Bank  to  credit  of 

school  department .  89  39 

$25,052  33 

Total  appropriations  . $24,738  49 J 

Exceeded  total  appropriations .  $224  44 J 

L.  E.  FALES,  Secretary. 


Milford,  Feb.  15,  1886. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  school  committee,  held  this  evening,  it  was 
voted  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  superintendent  as  a  part  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  school  committee. 


Received  from  Town  Treasurer . 

Received  from  tuitions  . . 

Received  from  text  books  sold . 

Received  from  evening  school  forfeit 


L.  E.  FALES,  Secretarv. 

*  4. 


•  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS  REPORT. 


To  the  school  committee  of  Milford : 

Gentlemen  :  In  conformity  with  the  requirement  of  your  regu¬ 
lations,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  my  first  annual  re¬ 
port.  It  is  the  ninth  of  the  superintendent  of  public  schools,  and 
covers  the  time  from  Jan.  1,  to  Dec.  31,  1885. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  cordiality  with  which  I 
have  been  received  by  the  teachers  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of 
my  office.  Frequent  visits  and  careful  inspection  have  convinced 
me  of  their  earnest  endeavors  to  do  the  best  work,  and  of  their 
hearty  co-operation  in  whatever  will  tend  to  improve  the  schools. 

Recognizing  the  important  truth  that  in  education  progress 
must  be  slow,  we  have  sometimes  refrained  from  making  changes, 
rather  than  run  the  risk  of  attempting  a  reform  that  time  might  show 
to  have  been  premature  and  imperfect.  The  changes  that  have 
been  made  are  neither  many  in  number  nor  revolutionary  in 
character  ;  others  will  be  suggested  as  occasion  may  require  and  ex¬ 
perience  demonstrate  their  usefulness. 

The  general  statistics  are  given  at  this  point ;  the  detailed  ta¬ 
bles  are  placed  in  the  appendix. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


I.  POPULATION. 

Population  of  Milford,  census  of  1880  .  9310 

Population  of  Milford,  State  census  of  1885  .  9343 

Number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  residing  in 

Milford,  May,  1885 .  1711 

Increase  from  report  of  1884 .  1 

ir.  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Number  of  buildings  occupied .  19 

Number  of  buildings  not  occupied .  1 

Number  of  rooms  occupied .  44 

Number  of  rooms  not  occupied .  5 

Number  of  Sittings  : — High  School .  171 

Grammar  schools.  Grades  I — IV.  713 
Primary  schools.  Grades  V — YIII.  1094 

Ungraded  schools .  214 

Total .  2192 


III.  SCHOOLS. 

High  School . 

Grammar  Schools . 

Primary  Schools . 

Ungraded  Schools . . 

Evening  School . 

Total . . 

IV.  TEACHERS. 

High  School,  male  teachers . 

High  School,  female  teachers . 

Grammar  School,  male . 

Grammar  School,  female  teachers . 


1 

13 

17 

6 

1 


—  38 


2 


3 


5 


1 

12 


Primary  School,  female  teachers  . 
Ungraded  School,  female  teacher 


13 

17 

6 


H 


Drawing-  teacher,  two  days  each  week .  1 

Substitute  and  assistant  teachers,  under  half-pay .  2 

Evening-  Schoool  :  male  1,  female  1 .  2 

Total  number  of  different  teachers  employed .  44 

Number  of  teachers  employed  who  are  graduates  of  the 

JM  ilf ord  High  School .  33 

Number  of  teachers  employed  who  are  giaduates  of  a 

normal  school  or  college .  17 

Number  of  teachers  employed  who  have  attended  college, 

normal,  or  training  school .  32 

Number  of  cases  of  tardiness  on  part  of  teachers* .  98 

Number  of  half  day’s  absence  of  teachers .  77 

V.  PUPILS. 

Number  of  children,  between  o  and  15,  May,  1885 .  1711 

Increase . 1 

Whole  number  of  pupils  registered  in  day  schools .  1727 

Decrease! .  Ill 

Number  of  pupils  registered  between  5  and  8  years  of  age  502 

8  and  14  “  935 

14  and  15  “  132 

15  and  16  “  71 

over  16  “  88 

Total .  1728 

Average  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  day  schools .  1325 

Average  daily  attendance  at  day  schools .  1 235 

Average  per  cent,  of  attendance  to  number  belonging..  93.2 

Number  of  half  day’s  absence . . .  40573 

Number  of  cases  of  tardiness .  2757 

Number  of  cases  of  dismissal .  1501 

Number  of  cases  of  truancy .  96 

Total  enrollment  evening  schools .  34 

Average  number  belonging .  20 


♦Teachers  are  marked  tardy  unless  they  are  present  twenty  minutes  before  nine 
o’clock. 

fThe  most  of  this  decrease  is  due  to  the  custom  In  former  years  of  counting  the 
entering  class  in  the  High  School  as  enrolled  both  in  the  Grammar  and  the  High  Schools. 
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Avera2:e  nio-htlv  attendance .  IT 

Per  cent,  of  attendance .  85 


VI.  FINANCIAL. 

Ordinary  expenses  of  the  school . $21,704  28 

Repairs  of  schoolhoiises  and  general  improvements. ...  1 ,804  54 

Expenditures  for  books,  supplies,  etc .  1,454  12 


Total  expenditures  for  the  year . $24,962  94 

Value  of  new  books,  etc.,  on  hand,  Feb.  1,  1885 .  835  62 

Value  of  new  books,  etc.,  on  hand,  Feb.  1,  1886 .  600  42 

Received  for  books,  etc.,  sold  at  office .  83  24 

Net  cost  of  books  and  supplies  to  the  town .  1,606  08 

Net  cost  of  the  schools  to  the  town .  24,514  48 

Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  whole  enrollment,  and 
including  ordinary  expense,  text  books,  supplies 

and  repairs .  14  19 

Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  average  number  be¬ 
longing,  and  including  the  same  items  of  expense.  1.8  50 

Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  average  daily  attend- 

« 

ance .  19  85 

Cost  of  Evening  school .  331  55 

Average  per  pupil,  based  on  average  number  belonging.  1 6  58 

EXPENDITURES. 


By  reference  to  the  General  Statistics,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
total  expenditures  for  the  year  were  $24,962.94  ;  deducting  the  value 
of  books  and  supplies  on  hand  and  cost  of  books  sold,  and  adding 
the  difference  between  the  value  of  books  on  hand  Feb.  1,  1885, 
and  Feb.  1,  1886,  leaves  $24,514.48 — the  net  cost  of  the  schools  to 
the  town.  The  expense  per  pupil,  based  on  the  whole  enrollment, 
is  $14.19  ;  based  on  the  average  number  belonging,  $18.50.  In 
1884,  these  items  were  15.62,  and  $19.54  respectively. 

By  reference  to  the  itemized  report  of  the  cost  of  each  school, 
found  in  the  Appendix,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ungraded  suburban 
schools  are  the  most  expensive  per  scholar,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
advantages  to  the  pupils  are  less  than  in  the  large  graded  schools. 
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Reason  and  policy,  therefore,  both  urge  ns  to  consolidate  these 
schools,  so  far  as  it  is  practicable.  At  the  present  time  two  of  these 
schools  ma}"  thus  be  dispensed  with,  to  the  benefit  of  the  pupils  and 
a  saving  to  the  town.  These  figures  also  show  the  economy  with 
f  which  our  schools  are  carried  on.  The  cost  is  much  less  than  that 
of  other  towns  of  its  size  in  the  State  ;  still,  as  this  is  effected  by 
keeping  the  pay  of  the  teachers  at  a  point  which  constantly  sub¬ 
jects  the  town  to  the  loss  of  its  best  teachers,  it  is  more  than  doubt¬ 
ful  if  such  is  a  wise  course. 

EDUCATIONAL  PROGRESS. 

“The  world  advances  and  in  time  outgrows  the  ways 
That  in  our  fathers’  time  was  best.” 

This  is  clearly  seen  to  be  true  in  educational  matters, if  we  com¬ 
pare  the  methods  of  the  present  with  those  of  only  a  few  years  ago. 
Unless  some  one  desiring  a  cheap  notoriety  endeavors  to  create  a 
sensation  by  a  genernl  overturn  of  existing  affairs,  but  little  change 
is  noticed  from  year  to  year.  But  when  we  look  back  over  the 
course,  we  see  the  advance  that  has  been  made.  Formerly,  it  was 
an  epoch  in  a  child’s  life  when  he  first  took  pen  in  hand  to  write, 
but  now  the  third  year  in  school  finds  him  busy  with  pen  and  ink. 
His  writing  will  compare  quite  favorably  with  that  of  the  average 
person,  for  he  has  had  already  two  years’  practice  with  slate  and 
paper,  whilemost  of  his  reading  has  been  that  of  script  from  the  board. 
He  has  been  taught  to  hold  his  slate  pencil,  as  well  as  his  lead  pen¬ 
cil,  exactly  as  he  would  a  pen  ;  he  is  familiar  with  the  slant  and 
form  of  the  letters  ;  he  has  been  taught  position,  so  that  noAV  he  has 
his  attention  directed  only  to  the  ink  in  doing  Avhat  he  has  done 
many  times  before  with  ])encil. 

In  number,  the  advance  is  r^ery  marked,  especially  in  the 
lower  grades.  The  essential  features  of  the  Grube  method  are  in 
successful  operation  in  our  primary  rooms.  By  this  method  the 
four  fundamental  rules,  together  with  fractions,  are  taught  simul¬ 
taneously.  The  pupil  learns  all  possible  combinations  with  each 
number  before  proceeding  to  the  next.  The  numbers  from  one  to 
ten,  with  combinations  and  many  practical  examples,  furnish  ample 


17 


work  for  the  first  year.  Thus  with  no  book,  by  easy  stages,  the 
skilful  primary  teacher  inducts  her  class  into  the  mystexies  of  number, 
and  lays  a  sure  foundation  for  the  future  successful  pursuit  of  the 
science.  The  same  general  method  is  continued  during  the  next 
year,  and  the  primary  school  finds  the  pupil  well  started  in  written 
arithmetic.  The  higher  books  of  the  series  are  free  from  puzzles 
and  catches,  and  have  an  air  of  practicability  quite  unknown  in  the 
books  of  only  a  few  years  ago.  Yet  even  now  many  subjects  may 
profitably  be  omitted,  and  others  treated  only  in  a  general  way. 

Technical  grammar,  as  such,  is  fast  passing  from  our  sight. 
The  time  formerly  devoted  to  ‘ ‘parsing”  is  now  much  more  profita¬ 
bly  devoted  to  language  and  composition — the  correct  use  of  the 
English  tongue,  whether  in  writing  or  speaking.  To  this  end,  the 
child,  from  his  entrance  into  the  school,  is  constantly  exercised  in 
oral  composition.  He  is  encouraged  to  talk.  His  imagination  is 
quickened  by  objects  and  pictures,  by  illustration  and  story,  and 
his  power  of  expression  carefully  cultivated.  As  soon  as  practica¬ 
ble,  the  oral  exercise  is  transferred  to  slate  and  paper,  and  he 
rapidly  advances  to  the  continued  narrative  or  composition. 

In  nothing  is  the  progressive  tendency  of  the  age  more  clearly 
seen,  than  in  the  method  of  teaching  reading.  It  has  been  logically 
demonstrated  that  the  principle  underlying  the  process  of  teaching 
the  alphabet,  is  a  false  one.  It  has  been  proved  that  the  process 
involves  a  waste  of  time  and  effort,  as  well  as  a  loss  of  mental 
power.  Repeated  experiments  have  shown  that  the  word  method 
is  much  richer  in  results.  This  method  makes  the  thought  the 
important  thing.  Language  is  the  medium  through  which  we  com¬ 
municate  our  thoughts.  A  thought  expressed  in  words  forms  a 

sentence.  Words  are  used  only  as  furnishing  the  ideas  which  enter 
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into  the  thought,  and  consequently  as  forming  parts  of  a  sentence. 

The  work  of  the  teacher  of  the  lowest  grade  is  developing 
thought  in  the  mind  of  the  pupil,  and  calling  out  the  correct  expres¬ 
sion  of  that  thought  in  a  complete  sentence.  No  word  is  taught 
until  the  thought  it  represents  is  fully  understood  ;  and  when  that 
is  done,  repetition  makes  the  word  as  familiar  as  the  object.  At 
this  stage,  books  are  not  needed ;  the  blackboard  is  the  great  tabs- 
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man,  while  pictures  serve  an  important  purpose.  In  every  case,  let 
the  object  or  ,its  representation  be  seen.  That  teacher  possesses  a 
wonderful  power  who  can  quickly  and  accurately  represent  in  a 
drawing  the  particular  thing  desired.  As  the  object  assumes  a 
recognizable  form  beneath  her  skilful  hands,  imagination  is  kindled 
and  the  thought  finds  expression  from  the  group  of  eager  pupils^ 
The  scholars  soon  learn  to  copy  the  words  used  upon  their  ruled 
slates,  and  combine  them  into  short  stories.  Thus  the  development 
of  the  idea  and  its  oral  and  written  expression  go  hand  in  hand. 
In  this  way,  the  pupil  has  in  a  few  months  a  vocabulary  of  several 
hundred  words  which  he  thoroughly  understands,  and  can  combine 
at  will  into  sentences.  Thus,  by  a  natural  and  rational  method,  the 
child  has  learned  to  read,  and  when  the  books  are  taken  he  finds  no 
difficulty  in  applying  the  oral  expression  to  the  printed  symbols  of 
ideas  alreadv  known.  In  easy  stages  the  child  is  carried  through 
two  or  more  primers  during  the  first  year,  the  teacher  in  every 
instance  developing  the  thought  suggested  by  a  new  word.  The 
same  method  is  pursued  through  all  the  primary  grades.  The 
classes  come  to  the  recitation  without  having  seen  the  lesson,  eager 
to  read  a  new  story.  What  by  the  old  way  was  an  irksome  task 
has  become  a  delight,  while  the  practical  results  have  been  largely 
increased.  In  the  higher  grades  the  same  general  principle  is  pur¬ 
sued,  but  in  these  the  dictionary  and  the  library  supply  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  the  teacher.  Nor  is  the  labor  of  the  teacheiTessened.  The 
skilled  instructor  knows  the  need  of  the  most  careful  prepaiation 
here,  in  order  to  avoid  vagueness  and  superficiality. 

While  they  are  thus  striving  to  create  an  appetite  for  books, 
they  should  not  be  less  careful  to  direct  it  to  health-giving 
food.  The  pupils  of  our  schools  can  have  but  a  small  amount  of 
time  for  general  reading,  if  they  do  their  full  dtity  by  the  studies  re¬ 
quired.  That  this  time  may  be  improved  as  it  ought  to  be,  they  must 
be  directed  by  their  teachers  to  the  best  books,  for,  at  first,  they 
will  not  have  sufficient  judgment  to  select  for  themselves.  The  in¬ 
discriminate  reading  of  many  books  is  not  only  undesirable  but 
highly  pernicious,  while  the  reading  of  really  good  books  may  easily 
be  carried  to  excess.  Few  books,  well  digested,  are  far  better  than 
many  not  assimilated. 
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STATUTE  LAWS. 

The  Legislature  of  1885  passed  the  following  act:  An  act  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  Contagions  Diseases  through  the  public 
schools. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows  : 

Chapter  sixty-four  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighty-four  is  hereby  amended,  so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows : 
The  school  committees  shall  not  allow  any  pupil  to  attend  the 
public  schools  while  any  member  of  the  household  to  which  such 
pupil  belongs  is  sick  of  small-pox,  diphtheria  or  scarlet  fever,  or 
during  a  period  of  two  weeks  after  the  death,  recovery  or  removal 
of  such  sick  person  ;  and  any  person  coining  from  such  household 
shall  be  required  to  present  to  the  teacher  of  the  school  the  pupil 
desires  to  attend,  a  certificate,  from  the  attending  physician,  or 
board  of  health,  of  the  facts  necessarv  to  entitle  him  to  admission 
in  accordance  with  the  above  regulation. — (Approved  April  29,  ’85. 

The  above  is  of  special  interest  to  all,  for  nothing  that  jeop¬ 
ardizes  the  lives  or  health  of  our  children,  should  be  allowed  to 
exist  for  a  moment.  All  also  should  be  equally  interested  in  the 
impartial  enforcement  of  all  laws  or  regulations  adopted  for  the 
best  interests  of  our  people.  Since  a  few  people  questioned  the 
action  of  the  committee  in  enforcing  the  vaccination  law,  I  quote 
the  statute,  that  all  may  see  how  imperative  it  is,  as  well  as  the 
penalty  for  non-compliance.  Chapter  47,  section  9,  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  reads  as  follows  : — 

The  school  committee  shall  not  allow  a  child  who  has  not  been 
duly  vaccinated,  to  be  admitted  to,  or  connected  with,  the  public 
schools. 

In  this  connection  the  following  may  be  of  interest.  Chapter 
80,  section  51,  reads  as  follows  : 

“Parents  and  guardians  shall  cause  their  children  and  wards 
to  be  vaccinated  before  they  attain  the  age  of  two  years,  and  re¬ 
vaccinated  when  the  selectmen  or  mayor  and  aldermen  shall,  after 
five  years  from  the  last  vaccination,  require  it.  For  every  year’s 
neglect,  the  party  offending  shall  forfeit  five  dollars.” 

Our  schools  have  suffered  severely  during  the  past  year  from 
coiktagious  diseases,  and  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  oui  citi¬ 
zens  to  this  very  important  subject. 
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FREE  TEXT  BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

The  followina'  is  the  statute  in  reoard  to  free  text-books  and 
supplies  in  public  schools  : 

Section  I.  The  school  committee  of  eveiy  city  and  town  shall 
purchase,  at  the  expense  of  such  city  or  town,  text-books  and  other 
school  supplies  used  in  the  public  schools,  and  said  text-books  and 
supplies  shall  be  loaned  to  the  pupils  of  said  public  schools,  free  of 
charge,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  to  care  and  cus¬ 
tody,  as  the  school  committee  may  prescribe. 

Section  II.  Pupils  supplied  with  text-books  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  supplied  with  similar  books  by  the 
committee  until  needed. 

Section  III.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  the  first  day  of 
August,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

The  town,  at  its  regular  meeting  in  March,  1884,  as  stated  in 
a  previous  report,  anticipated  the  passage  of  the  law  by  making  an 
appropriation  of  $1500  to  meet  the  required  expense.  This  appro¬ 
priation  proved  far  too  small,  and  $4872  were  expended  for  books 
and  supplies.  In  March  of  last  year,  $700  were  appropriated.  This 
also  proved  inadequate,  and  $1454.12  have  been  expended.  Prob¬ 
ably  the  discrepancy  was  caused  in  part  by  Section  II  of  above  law. 
When  the  free  text-books  were  first  given  out,  many  had  books  of 
their  own,  and  so  were  passed  by  in  the  distribution.  Now  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  home  books  is  exhausted,  and  all  receive  the  town  books. 
Many  of  the  books,  especially  the  expensive  ones  of  the  High 
School,  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  last  ten  years  or  more,  while 
stationery,  drawing  and  writing  books,  etc.,  must  be  furnished  each 
pupil  and  be  constantly  renewed.  Thus  an  amount  must  be  appro¬ 
priated  each  year  to  keep  the  supply  good  and  furnish  perishable 
material.  I  should  judge  that  $.75  per  pupil  would  be  required  the 
next  year  for  this  purpose,  and  that  the  annual  amount  would  not 
vary  far  from  that  sum.  The  advantages  of  this  system  are  many, 
and  aie  thoroughly  appreciated  by  both  pupils  and  teachers,  while 
thoughtful  parents  are  more  than  satisfied.  Those  cities  which  have 
longest  enjoyed  its  benefits  are  the  most  enthusiastic  in  its  support. 

PHYSIOLOGY  AND  HYGIENE. 

The  last  Legislature  passed  the  following  act  in  regard  toPhys- 
iolo2:v  and  Hygiene : 
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Chap.  332,  Sect.  1.  Physiology  and  Hygiene  which,  in  both 
divisions  of  the  subject,  shall  include  special  instruction  as  to  the 
effects  of  alcoholic  drinks,  stimulants  and  narcotics  on  the  human 
system,  shall  be  taught  as  a  regular  branch  of  study  to  all  pupils 
in  all  schools  supported  wholly  or  in  part  by  public  money,  except 
special  schools  maintained  solely  for  instruction  in  particular 
branches,  such  as  drawing,  mechanics,  art,  and  like  studies.  All 
acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  relating  to  the  qualifications  of  teachers  in 
the  public  schools,  shall  apply  to  the  branch  of  study  prescribed  in 
this  act. 

Sec.  2.  All  penalties  now  fixed  for  neglect  to  provide  in¬ 
struction  in  the  branches  of  stud}^  now  prescribed  by  law,  shall  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  branch  of  study  prescribed  in  section  one. 

Sec.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  August, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

The  above  was  approved  June  IG,  and  consequently  was  in 
force  when  the  schools  began  in  September. 

The  general  introduction  of  the  studv  of  Phvsiologv  and  IIv- 
giene  into  the  public  schools,  by  this  positive  statutory  requirement, 
will  have  a  beneficial  and  far-reaching  effect  Men  have  long  been 
awake  to  the  moral  turpitude  involved  in  the  use  of  alcohol  and 
narcotics,  but  the  physical  effects  are  hardly  less  disastrous.  Aside 
from  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  general  diffusion  of  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  subject,  special  reference  to  which  the  statute  re¬ 
quires,  there  is  scarcely  any  subject  of  instruction  in  the  schools  in 
relation  to  which  thorough  and  accurate  knowledge  can  be  of 
greater  practical  value  in  its  uses  and  bearings  upon  the  every-day 
life  of  the  people,  than  this.  In  carrying  out  the  requirements  of 
the  above  law,  the  Committee  have  placed  in  the  hands  of  every 
teacher  a  judicious  text-book  on  the  subject,  and  oral  instruction  is 
given  in  every  grade.  Another  admirable  work  is  in  use  as  a  read¬ 
ing  book  in  the  Evening  School,  and  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a 
supplementary  reader  in  certain  grammar  grades.  From  the  inter¬ 
est  manifested  bv  both  teachers  and  scholars,  most  satisf actor v  re- 
suits  may  confidently  be  expected. 

ATTENDANCE. 

This  must  always  be  a  matter  of  interest  in  considering  schools. 
Even  moderate  success  is  hardly  possible,  unless  a  good  attendance 
is  secured.  Some  of  our  teachers  exhibit  particular  proficienc}^  in 
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securing  this,  both  by  their  zealous  work  in  the  schools  and  b}^  their 
personal  efforts  with  individual  pupils  and  parents.  Teachers  who 
have  never  thought  especially  on  these  points,  are  not  aware  how' 
much  power  they  have  in  increasing  the  attendance  and  raising  the 
standard  of  the  room.  Of  course  a  great  deal  of  the  absence  is  really 
necessary,  and  of  this  no  teacher  wdll  complain  ;  but  probably  one- 
half  is  due  to  indifference,  parents  not  realizing  the  disastrous  re¬ 
sults.  Punctual  and  regular  attendance  is  of  first  importance,  if 
we  would  have  the  children  form  good  habits  and  receive  the  bene¬ 
fits,  in  a  disciplinary  and  educational  point  of  view,  which  the 
schools  are  prepared  to  give.  The  late  Azriel  Parish,  for  manv 
years  superintendent  at  New  Haven,  has  stated  these  evils  so  forci¬ 
bly  and  fully,  that  I  quote  them  for  the  consideration  of  our  citi¬ 
zens  : 

1.  ‘Tn  school,  the  absence  of  a  pupil  entails  absolute  loss  of 
opportunity  which  can  never  be  recovered.  The  day,  wdth  all  the 
possible  advantages  it  offers  at  the  beginning,  can  neither  be  re¬ 
called  nor  repeated  when  past. 

2.  The  boy  who  learns  to  feel  that  he  may  neglect  his  duties  as 
a  scholar,  for  trivial  causes,  for  causes  equally  trivial  will  neglect 
his  business  when  a  man. 

3.  The  absence  of  a  pupil  from  school  to-day  makes  the  loss 
of  lessons  to-morrow  inevitable,  because  he  does  not  know  what  the 
lessons  of  to-morrow  are  to  be  ;  nor  would  he  find  time  to  learn  them 
if  he  did.  Hence,  one  absence  involves  a  two-fold  loss. 

4.  Many  explanations  are  made  by  the  teacher,  clearing  up 
difficulties  to  the  pupils  in  relation  to  their  lessons,  which  can  never 
be  repeated.  A  total  loss. 

0.  The  absent  scholar  becomes  interested  in  objects  outside 
of  school,  and,  losing  familiarity  w'ith  school  work,  the  incentive 
for  study  is  lost  His  efforts  become  weak,  his  desire  to  excel 
diminishes,  to  be  absent  increases,  and  the  transition  to  truancy  is 
easy. 

G.  On  his  return  after  absence,  he  interrupts  the  exercises  of 
the  school,  and  hinders  the  teacher  in  finding  what  are  his  lessons 
for  the  day. 

7.  Haying  lost  the  lesson  recited  yesterday,  he  does  not  un¬ 
derstand  that  portion  of  to-day’s  lesson  which  depends  on  that  of 
yesterday.  Such  dependence  usually  exists. 

8.  The  time  and  the  patince  of  the  teacher  are  taxed  in  re¬ 
peating  to  him  the  instructions  of  yesterday,  wiiich,  for  w'ant  of 
preyious  study,  he  does  not  comprehend. 
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9.  The  time  thus  employed  in  an  attempt  to  explain  is  unjustly 
taken  from  pupils  who  were  punctual  in  their  attendance.  The  rest 
of  the  class  are  deprived  of  their  teacher’s  service  while  teaching 
the  delinquent. 

10.  The  progress  of  the  class  is  checked  and  their  ambition 
curbed,  while  waiting  for  the  absentee  to  make  up  his  loss.  Their 
progress  is  like  that  of  a  heavily  handicapped  race-boat. 

11.  The  time  of  the  teacher  is  wasted  in  making  a  record  of 
the  absence,  in  securing  the  delinquent’s  excuse,  and  ascertaining 
the  cause  of  the  absence. 

12.  The  reputation  both  of  the  teacher  and  school  suffers  when 
the  results  of  the  examination  are  announced,  on  account  of  fail¬ 
ure,  chargeable  to  absence  rather  than  to  defective  instruction. 

13.  A  large  portion  of  the  means  generously  provided  for  the 
education  of  all  the  children,  and  for  which  the  community  is  taxed, 
is  sadly  misapplied.” 

✓ 

MUSIC. 


This  subject  seems  to  demand  of  us  special  attention.  The 
educational  value  of  music,  and  more  particularly  vocal  music,  has 
been  universally  conceded  by  both  theoretical  and  practical  educa¬ 
tors,  as  well  as  by  statesmen  and  philanthropists.  Its  advantages 
are  many  and  great  and  are  shared  by  all.  The  existence  of  an  in¬ 
dividual  having  a  natural  incapacity  for  learning  music,  there  is 
good  reason  to  assert,  is  almost  as  rare  as  that  of  an  individual  who 
is  born  deaf  and  dumb.  It  enlivens  the  tediousness  of  a  close  ap¬ 
plication  to  study  and  the  drill  of  the  class  room.  It  cultivates 
habits  of  order,  obedience,  and  union.  It  is  highlv  beneficial  to 
the  physical  nature,  while  as  a  means  of  mental  discipline  it  has 
no  superior.  By  cultivating  the  ear  and  voice,  it  is  a  powerful 
auxiliary  to  distinct  articulation  and  correct  enunciation  in  reading. 
Says  Dr.  Dwight:  ‘‘  Music  is  an  important  element  of  modern  cul¬ 
ture,  a  refining  social  influence,  a  subject  about  which  few  cultivated 
persons  now-a-days  are  willing  to  be  thought  ignorant  or  indiffer¬ 
ent,  an  art  which  in  one  way  or  another  actually  interests  more 
thousands  of  people,  more  occupies  their  thoughts,  more  ministers 
to  their  enjoyment  than  any  science  or  than  most  branches  of  litera. 
ture  and  learning.” 

If  we  seek  that  which  is  practical,  the  claims  of  music  cannot 
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be  overlooked.  In  this  connection,  I  quote  from  a  late  report  of 
the  Lowell  committee  on  music  :  ‘‘To  some  of  us,  it  seems  strange 
that  the  utility  of  the  study  of  music  in  our  public  schools,  should 
ever  be  questioned.  It  is  simply  another  aspect  of  the  endless  de¬ 
bate  regarding  the  meaning  attached  to  the  word  practical,  concern¬ 
ing  which  argument  seems  useless.  ‘Teach  the  children  substantial 
facts,’  it  is  said;  ‘therein  is  power.’  True,  but  what  is  power? 
The  spiritual  and  emotional  natures  of  children  have  an  economy  of 
their  own,  which  cannot  with  impunity  be  neglected.  The  power  of 
song  is  older,  and  just  as  real,  as  that  of  the  ‘three  R’s,’  and  because 
its  influence  is  elevating,  will  outlast  them  all.  There  are  facts  which 
do  not  relate  exclusively  to  the  senses,  and  there/ are  practical 
things  which  belong  to  such  facts.  Those  studies  which  inspire 
grand  ideas  and  awaken  beautiful  sentiments,  prominent  among 
which  is  music,  are  as  practical  as  those  which  teach  to  wield  the 
pick-axe  or  to  build  a  cotton-mill.  The  fallacy  lies  in  applying  the 
test  to  only  one  side  of  the  question.  The  thought  of  DeQuinceyis 
appropriate  here.  Speaking  of  aesthetic  studies,  he  says  :  “What 
we  owe  to  them  is  power ;  that  is,  exercise  and  expansion  to  our 
own  latent  capacity  of  sympathy  with  the  infinite,  where  every  pulse 
and  each  separate  influx  is  a  step  upward,— a  step  ascending,  as 
upon  a  Jacob’s  ladder,  from  earth  to  mysterious  altitude  above  the 
earth.’  ”  That  course  of  study  is  the  best  which  provides  for 
the  training  of  all  the  faculties.  Hence,  school  work  should  be  ar¬ 
ranged  with  reference  not  only  to  the  actual  amount  of  useful 
knowledge  to  be  imparted,  but  to  the  physical,  mental  and  moral 
discipline  of  the  student,  and  for  these,  as  well  as  many  other  rea¬ 
sons,  music  should  be  introduced  into  our  public  schools.  This  has 
been  frequently  urged  by  those  most  conversant  with  the  needs  of 
the  schools,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  town,  so  judicious  in  other 
respects,  will  no  longer  neglect  so  important  an  interest. 

DRAWING. 

Drawing,  which  had  been  pursued  for  nearly  two  years  with 
varying  success,  received  a  new  impulse  on  the  appointment  of  Miss 
Evelyn  Wires,  who  brought  to  her  difficult  task  enthusiam  and  tact 
combined  With  the  most  thorough  prei)aration  for  her  work.  The 
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results  have  been  commensurate  with  the  time  and  efforts  emplo^^ed. 
What  has  been  heretofore  an  experiment  is  now  an  assured  success, 
and  has  become  a  public  necessity.  Miss  Wires  resigned  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  in  order  to  devote  herself  more  closely  to  her  loved  art 
than  her  duties  permitted.  Encouraged  by  the  success  of  the  past, 
it  was  thought  best  to  make  still  greater  efforts.  AYhile  before  only 
two  days’  time  had  been  used,  it  was  decided  to  employ  a  teacher 
on  full  time,  and  Miss  Emma  F.  Smith,  of  the  Normal  Art  School, 
was  chosen  and  has  entered  upon  her  duties.  In  addition  to  her 
work  in  the  class  room.  Miss  Smith  meets  in  grade  meetings  the 
teachers,  who  are  manifesting  great  interest  in  this  important  sub¬ 
ject.  We  confidently  predict  that  the  success  of  the  past  will  be 
more  than  realized  in  that  of  the  future. 

MORALS. 

By  moral  instruction  we  have  no  reference  to  distinctively  re¬ 
ligious  teaching,  which  has  no  place  in  our  public  schools.  The 
reading  of  the  Bible,  without  note  or  comment,  as  the  law  requires, 
can  hardly  be  called  moral  instruction.  No  matter  how  beautiful 
the  passage,  how  noble  the  sentiment,  the  teachers  are  not  permitted 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  pupils  to  it.  How  then  shall  this  impor¬ 
tant  subject  be  taught?  Many  contend  that  no  special  time  should 
be  set  apart  for  this  work,  that  morals  should  be  taught  incidentally, 
as  occasion  arises  —  that  the  incidents  of  school  life  furnish  suffi¬ 
cient  opportunity  to  inculcate  the  great  moral  principles  which 
underlie  good  and  virtuous  conduct.  Others  desire  to  have,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  “occasional  ”  lesson,  a  definite  time  and  system  in  the 
instruction.  All  agree  that  the  subject  is  of  first  importance. 
Teachers  soon  find  that  abstract  talks  on  goodness,  kindness,  etc., 
become  burdensome  to  themselves  and  distasteful  to  the  pupils.  A 
method  which  has  proved  of  great  interest  and  profit  is  to  store  the 
mind*  of  the  pupil  with  selections  containing  grand  and  ennobling 
thoughts  clothed  in  beautiful  language — thoughts  that  inculcate  vir¬ 
tue,  patriotism,  love  of  God,  kindness  to  dumb  animals,  and  that 
give  correct  rules  of  life.  But  more  is  expected  of  them,  and  by 
conscientious  teachers  more  is  secured,  than  the  simple  memorizing 
of  moral  sentiments.  Not  only  is  the  meaning  of  the  passage 
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clearly  brought  out,  but  it  is  made  the  basis  of  an  appropriate  talk 
to  the  children,  fixing  in  their  minds  the  truth  desired. 

Closely  allied  to  the  above,  is  the  subject  of  manners.  If  we 
have  departed  from  the  puritanical  standard  in  morals,  our  man-’ 
ners  would  be  expected  to  furnish  proof  of  the  fact.  Nor  are  they 
looking  in  the  right  direction  who  decry  the  brusqueness  of 
our  school  boys,  and  who  lament  the  prevalence  of  the 
“  American”  standard  of  propriety  when  they  attribute  this  to  the 
teaching  of  our  free  schools.  The  schools  cannot  be  held  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  tendency  of  the  age  and  the  drift  of  public  opinion. 
Our  teachers  strive  to  impress  the  principles  of  good  conduct  by 
precept  and  example,  by  anecdote  and  story.  A  text-book  on  this 
subject  has  been  introduced,  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  systematic  in¬ 
instruction,  and  from  which  good  results  may  be  expected.  Princi¬ 
ple  and  policy  both  urge  to  this  undertaking,  for  the  conscientious 
teacher  not  only  confers  a  great  benefit  upon  her  pupils  in  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  their  moral  sentiments  and  in  training  them  to  good  be¬ 
havior,  but  she  also  accomplishes  more  for  them  intellectually,  and 
with  less  effort  on  her  part  than  she  would  have  accomplished  by  at¬ 
tending  exclusively  to  their  intellectual  training.  Still  it  is  true 
that  a  fountain  cannot  rise  higher  than  its  head,  and  since  children 
reflect  the  life  of  the  home,  marked  improvements  cannot  be  looked 
for  unless  the  teachers  efforts  are  seconded  by  sound  parental  advice 
and  co-operation. 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  PER  CENTS. 

This  subject  is  of  importance  to  school-officers,  teachers  and 
pupils.  The  results  obtained  by  marked  written  examinations  upon 
every  subject  possible,  are  proving  unsatisfactory.  The  per  cents, 
obtained  ai%  high  enough — too  high  in  fact — but  the  methods  .em¬ 
ployed  deserve  strong  condemnation.  They  furnish  ground  for  the 
charge  of  pressure  and  cramming ;  they  lead  to  narrow,  routine 
teaching  ;  they  offer  an  inducement  to  resort  to  questionable  expedi¬ 
ents  and  pernicious  methods ;  a  tendency  to  overestimate  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher,  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  at  the  high  mark  on 
the  part  of  the  pupil,  which  prevents  greater  effort,  coupled  with  a 
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certain  contempt  for  that  which  is  so  easily  obtained.  Besides  the 
best  teaching  cannot  be  fully  expressed  in  per  cents., nor  do  the  best 

teachers  obtain  the  highest  marks.  Closely  connected  with  this  is 

* 

the  subject  of  promotions.  Between  80  and  90  per  cent,  oc  the  av¬ 
erage  class  in  our  schools  are  prepared  for  the  next  high,  r  grade. 
Where  more  than  that  number  are  recommended, it  is  usually  due  to 
the  evils  mentioned  above.  The  exception  is  where  both  teacher 
and  pupil  have  voluntarily  devoted  much  time  each  week  out  of 
school  hours  to  special  work — usually  as  thankless  a  task  to  the 
teacher  as  unjust  to  the  pupil  and  the  rest  of  the  school.  So  long 
as  teachers  are  judged  by  the  community  by  the  per  cents,  obtained 
and  so  long  as  parents  insist  upon  sacrificing  the  best  interests  of 
the  child  to  pride  of  class,  these  evils  may  be  expected.  This  whole 
subject  merits  careful  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  schools  and 
the  community. 

COMPARISONS. 

While  the  action  of  other  towns  in  educational  matters  is  not 
necessarily  a  guide  to  us,  the  knowledge  of  how  we  stand,  compar¬ 
atively,  may  not  be  uninteresting,  and  may  occasion  satisfaction  or 
regret,  as  the  case  may  be.  From  the  full  returns  we  learn  that  the 
average  length  of  the  schools  of  the  State  has  been  36  weeks.  This 
is  the  highest  average  ever  reached  in  Massachusetts.  In  this  re¬ 
spect  Milford  is  a  little  above  the  average,  though  probably  not  up 
to  that  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  its  size.  In  the  table  showing  the 
comparative  amount  of  money  appropriated  for  the  education  of 
each  child  by  the  different  towns  of  the  State,  Milford  stands 
in  a  list  of  346 — a  very  creditable  rank.  In  the  county,  by  the 
same  showing,  Milford  stands  18  in  a  list  of  58.  In  the  table  in 
which  all  the  towns  of  the  State  are  numerically  arranged  according 
to  the  percentages  of  their  taxable  property  appropriated  to  the 
support  of  public  schools,  Milford  stands  115  in  a  list  of  346.  In 
the  table  of  average  attendance,  Milford  stands  154.  The  last 
year  will  give  a  worse  showing,  because  of  the  unusual  prevalence 
and  severity  of  contagious  diseases.  This 'shows  that  if  the  year 
was  an  average  one  in  health,  that  the  town  is  more  willing  to  vote 
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mooe}"  than  as  individuals  to  take  that  personal  interest  which  se¬ 
cures  the  attendance  of  each  child,  and  which  recognizes  as  a  pos¬ 
itive  loss,  both  to  himself  and  others,  his  every  absence.  It  need 
not  be  said  that  this  indifference  is  most  shown  by  those  most  in  need 
of  the  advantages  which  they  reject  so  thoughtlessly. 

SCHOOL  BUILDINGS  AND  YARDS. 

The  past  ^mar  has  witnessed  marked  improvements  in  many 
school  buildings  and  grounds.  The  High  School  bnildings  and 
fences  have  been  painted,  the  main  room  frescoed  and  adorned. 
New  desks  of  improved  form  have  been  provided.  So  that  now  the 
accommodations  more  nearly  correspond  with  the  high  character  of 
the  instrnction  there  enjoyed. 

The  difficulty  of  getting  good  water  at  several  of  the  schools, 
has  continued  to  be  a  source  of  considerable  annoyance.  This  has 
been  remedied  in  part  by  the  introduction  of  city  water  at  Chapin 
street,  the  Park,  and  the  Claflin  buildings,  and  should  be  followed 
by  its  introduction  into  all  the  schools  within  reach  of  the  mains. 

At  the  Silver  Hill  and  the  Fountain  Street  school  buildings  new 
floors  have  been  laid,  the  rear  platforms  removed,  the  seats  re-ar- 
ranged  and  the  rooms  much  improved.  The  North  Purchase  Pri- 
marv  building  received  the  attention  so  much  needed  and  which  was 
recommended  in  the  last  report.  The  following  school  houses  and 
fences  have  been  painted  during  the  year  :  Chapin  Street,  City, 
Fountain  street,  High,  North  Purchase,  Grammar,  Paik,  Plains  and 
West  Street. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I 

1.  That  a  suitable  building  for  primary  scholars  be  erected 
on  the  lot  in  the  rear  of  IMemorial  Hall,  thus  dispensing  with  the 
objectionable  Town  Flouse  rooms,  or 

2.  That  the  smaller  school  building  at  the  Plains  be  moved 
and  placed  upon  the  lot  above-named  or  some  other  convenient 
place  north  and  west  of  said  lot,  and  that  the  primary  district  lines 
be  changed  to  meet  tlie  new  requirements. 

3.  That  the  walks  at  South  Grammar,  North  Grammar  and 
Park  be  concreted. 

4.  That  one  truant  officer  be  employed  at  a  suitable  salary, 
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while  one  may  receive  a  nominal  sum  if  the  law  so  requires,  and 
that  he  be  required  to  perform  all  the  duties  pertaining  to  his  office. 

o.  That  the  school  at  Silver  Hill  be  discontinued,  and  the 
scholars  distributed  among  the  most  convenient  schools.  That 
suitable  conveyance  to  the  Plains  be  provided  the  pupils  of  Deer 
Brook,  thus  furnishing  increased  advantages  to  the  scholars  at  a 
large  saving  of  money  to  the  town. 

6.  That  the  basement  of  the  Park  school  house  be  prepared 
as  a  store  house  and  repair  shop  for  school  furniture,  and  that  all 
damaged  furniture  and  odd  pieces  be  collected  there  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  school  buildings  and  properly  cared  for  and  used  as  occasion 
shall  require. 

CHANGES  OF  TEACHERS. 

TEACHERS  APPOINTED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Miss  Carrie  J.  Wentworth,  Claflin  2,  January. 

Miss  Minnie  Moriarty,  South  Milford,  February. 

Miss  Cora  A.  Rollins,  Hopedale  1,  February. 

Miss  Mary  T.  Kirby,  West  Street  2,  April. 

'  Miss  Agnes  E.  Sullivan,  North  Purchase  Grammar,  April. 

Mr.  Arthur  N.  Winslow,  Hopedale  1,  May. 

Miss  Gay,  South  Grainmar  2,  May. 

Miss  Jennie  L.  Devine,  Bear  Hill,  Jnhu 

Miss  Nellie  F.  Gorman,  City,  Jnl3U 

Miss  E.  Leslie  Baldwin,  Park  4,  July. 

Miss  Josie  E.  Travis,  Park  2,  July. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Hodges,  High  School,  JuU’. 

Miss  A.  O.  Cheney,  Silver  Hill,  vSept., 

Miss  Lizzie  F.  Toomey,  Hopedale  3,  Sept.' 

Mr.  A.  L.  Hodges,  Evening,  October. 

Miss  M.  E.  Cochran,  Evening,  October, 

TRANSFERS. 

Miss  Ellen  B.  Prime,  West  street  2  to  Park  4,  April. 

Miss  Cora  A.  Rollins,  Hopedale  1  to  Park  2,  May. 

Miss  Cora  A.  Rollins,  Park  2  to  Hopedale  1,  June. 

Miss  Mary  J.  Kelly,  Hopedale  3  to  Claflin  3,  July. 
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Miss' Lizzie  Madden,  City  to  South  Milford,  July. 

Miss  C.  J.  Wentworth,  Claflin  2  to  Hopedale  2,  September. 

As  a  whole,  our  teachers  are  devoted  to  their  work ;  our  schol¬ 
ars  studious  and  obedient;  our  schools  in  good  condition,  quietly 
advancing  the  great  work  which  they  are  designed  to  accomplish. 

If  our  citizens  can  feel  that  the  increased  advantages  so  gen¬ 
erously  provided  result  in  a  nobler  manhood  and  womanhood,  if 
honor,  truth,  and  integrity  are  made  equal  factors  with  intellect  and 
culture  in  the  education  given,  then  will  our  schools  receive  that 
moral  support  and  hearty  sympathy  without  which  their  best  efforts 
are  but  little  short  of  failure. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLARD  T.  LEONARD, 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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TABLE  II. 

Showing  the  total  cost  of  each  school,  the  average  cost  per  pupil 
from  Feb  1,  1885,  to  Feb.  1,  1886,  based  on  the 
total  expenditures  and  the  average 
number  belonging. 

O  O 


Schools. 

1  Grammar 
Rooms. 

Primary 

Rooms. 

Average  No. 

Belonging. 

Ave.  Daily 

Atten  dance. 

Cost  Per. 

Pupil. 

j  Total  Cost. 

Remarks. 

High, 

153 

151 

$39  60 

$  6058  58 

Four  Classes. 

Park, 

4 

140 

135 

17  28 

2420  18 

Four  Grades. 

I^orth  Grammar, 

2 

2 

169 

156 

13  55 

2290  20 

Eight  Grades. 

South  Grammar, 

4 

145 

134 

16  08 

2332  32 

Four  Grades. 

Hopedale, 

2 

1 

106 

101 

16  91 

1792  75 

Eight  Grades. 

No.  Pur.  Gram. 

1 

33 

31 

17  25 

569  23 

Four  Grades. 

“  u  Primary 

1 

31 

30 

20  26 

628  03 

Claflin,  - 

4 

154 

131 

15  67 

2412  78 

West  Street, 

2 

66 

61 

13  03 

859  80 

Old  Town  House, 

2 

90 

86 

10 '20 

918  44 

•  • 

Chapin  Street, 

2 

87 

82 

10  83 

942  28 

Hoboken, 

1 

32 

30 

12  71 

406  87 

Two  Grades. 

Fountain  Street, 

1 

23 

22 

21  53 

495  30 

Four  Grades. 

South  Milford, 

27 

24 

16  18 

436  84 

Ungraded. 

City, 

18 

16 

22  00 

396  04 

%  • 

Silver  Hill, 

9 

8 

36  65 

329  86 

•  w 

Deer  Brook, 

11 

10 

37  35 

410  85 

%  % 

Braggville. 

18 

16 

28  60 

514  88 

Bear  Hill, 

15 

14 

27  74 

416  16 

Evening, 

2 

20 

17 

16  58 

331  55 

Two  Classes. 

Totals, 

15 

16 

1347 

1255 

18  53 

24962  94 

TABLE  III.  TEACHEES  IN  THE  SCHOOLS,  JANUARY,  1886. 
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TABLE  IV. 


GRADUATING  EXERCISES 

—  OF  THE  — 

MILFORD  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

i  885. 


Piano  Solo.  .....  Mrs.  Charles  E.  VVhitnty 

Introduction  of  the  Class  bj  its  President,  .  .  Frank  L.  Fales 

Chorus  b\"  the  School  —  See  Our  Oars  With  Feathered  Spray —  Z>r. 

Stevenson. 

The  Golden  Age,  .....  Anna  M.  Walker 

Marmion  —  Canto  VI,*  .....  Essie  C.  Thaver 
Quotations  from  Cicero, 

Harry  P.  Crosby,  John  A.  Fin.nigan,  John  F.  Igoe,  Peter  McBride, 
William  O.  Thayer. 

The  Kitchen  of  the  Future,  ....  Harriet  A.  Smith 
The  Proverbial  Sa3ings  of  the  Aeneid,t  .  .  .  Winona  L.  Hale 

Washington  Irving,  as  Revealed  in  his  Sketch  Book,*  .  John  J.  O’Sullivan 
Chorus  by  the  School,  “  The  Sailor's  Song.” 

The  M.  H.  S.  Herbarium  of  Wild  Flowers  (with  poetical  quotations), 
Agnes  M.  Burke,  Alice  I.  Burrell,  Kellie  M.  Conely,  Mary  F.  Con¬ 
nolly,  Theresa  A.  McCarten,  Katie  F.  Tally,  Mabel  Waterman, 
Minnie  Waterman. 

A  Glance  at  Milford,  .....  Isabella  H.  Ross 
“•  Dear,  gentle,  patient,  noble  little  Kell,”  *  .  .  Carrie  M.  Field 

Some  Reasons  why  Men  are  Willing  to  Die,  .  Clarence  H.  Morgan 
Yesterday,  Today  and  Tomorrow,  .  .  .  Inez  L.  Gay 

Presentation  of  Diplomas. 

Singing  of  the  Class  Ode —  Music  by  Naegeli. 

t 

Accompaniments  by  Mrs.  Whitney. 


^Written  to  satisfy  college  requirements. 
tExcused  on  account  of  health. 


GRADUATES  OF  ’85. 


FOUR  YEARS’  COURSES. 


ENGLISH  AND  FRENCH. 


Robert  C.  Hussey,*  Peter  M.  McBride, 

Mabel  Waterman,  Minnie  Waterman. 


Horace  A.  Brown, 
Nellie  M.  Conely, 
Theresa  A.  McCarten 
Isabella  H.  Ross, 
Katie  F.  Tally, 


ENGLISH,  FRENCH  AND 

Agnes  M.  Burke, 
Mary  F.  Connolly,* 
,  Maggie  L.  Minon, 
Harriet  A.  Smith, 
Anna  M.  Walker, 


LATIN. 

Alice  I.  Burrell, 

Inez  L.  Gay, 
Clarence  H.  Morgan, 
William  O.  Thayer, 
Maria  P.  Westcott. 


CLASSICAL. 

Harry  P.  Crosby,  Frank  L.  Fales,  Carrie  M.  Field, 

John  A.  Finnigan,  Winona  L.  Hale,  John  F.  Igoe, 

John  J.  O’Sullivan,  Essie  C.  Thayer. 


TWO  YEARS’  ENGLISH. 


M.  Harris  Avery,* 
William  Gaffney, 
Aaron  H.  Mayhew 
Ida  L.  Reynolds,* 


William  F.  Burke,* 
Clara  A.  Johnson,* 
Edward  J.  O'Connor, 
Charles  R.  Sanders, 
Leora  M.  Taft. 


John  H.  Conniff, 
Elbridge  P.  Jones,* 
Bertha  M.  Pratt,* 
Emily  I.  Spindel, 


*A  partial  diploma,  due  to  an  incomplete  course. 


TABLE  V. 


Revised  Course  of  Study  for  High  School. 


All  courses  for  which  diplomas  are  granted  are  those  of  four 

years’  duration.  ' 

SCIENTIFIC  COURSE. 

FIRST  YEAR.  - FIRST  TERM. 

Arithmetic  one  hour  and  Algebra  four  hours  each  week,  English 
Grammar  and  Composition,  Physiology,  Drawing. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Arithmetic  and  Algebra  as  before ;  Physiology,  Book-keeping, 

Drawing. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Arithmetic  and  Algebra  as  before  ;  United  States  Constitution  and 
Town  Government,  Book-keeping,  Drawing. 

SECOND  YEAR.  - FIRST  TERM. 

Geometry,  Philosophy,  Physical  Geography,  Drawing. 

SECOND  TERM. 

History,  Philosophy,  Rhetoric,  Drawing. 

THIRD  TERM. 

History,  Philosophy,  Literature  (American  Poetry),  Drawing. 

THIRD  YEAR.  - FIRST  TERM. 

History,  French,  Literature  (American  Prose) . 

SECOND  TERM. 

Chemistry,  French,  Literature  (English). 

THIRD  TERM. 

Chemistry,  French,  Literature  (English). 

FOURTH  YEAR. - FIRST  TERM. 

Geology,  French,  Astronomy. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Review,  French,  Civil  Government. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Botany,  French,  Political  Economy. 

LATIN  AND  ENGLISH  COURSE. 

In  this  course  Latin  is  substituted  for  one  English  study  each 
year ;  and  if  French  is  elected,  one  English  study  only  is  taken  the 
last  two  years. 

CLASSICAL  COURSE.  — FOUR  YEARS. 

Same  as  English  and  Latin  the  first  year.  Greek  begins  the 
second  year.  The  other  studies  depend  on  the  requirements  of  the 
college  for  which  the  different  students  are  preparing. 

GENERAL  EXERCISES. 

Rhetoricals  and  reviews,  on  every  second  Monday,  are  required 
of  every  pupil  of  every  course.  Instruction  in  vocal  music  each 
morning. 


TABLE  VI. 


School  Calendar  1886. 


Winter  Term.  Commences : 

Closes : 

Vacation : 

Spring  Term.  Commences : 

Closes : ' 

Vacation : 

t 

Fall  Term.  Commences : 

Closes : 

,  V acation : 


^  All  Schools,  Jan.  4. 

High  School,  March  26. 

Other  Schools,  March  19. 

High  School,  one  week. 

Other  Schools,  two  weeks. 

^  All  Schools,  April  5. 

r  High  School,  June  25. 

I  Other  Schools,  June  11. 

High  School,  ten  weeks. 

Other  Schools,  twelve  weeks. 

^  All  Schools,  Sept.  6. 

High  School,  Dec.  24. 

Other  Schools,  Dec.  17 

High  School,  one  week. 

Other  Schools,  two  weeks. 


SCHOOL  SESSIONS. 

High  School. — April  to  November,  8  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m.  November 

to  April,  8  :30  a.  m.  to  1 :30  p.  m. 

Grammar  Schools — 9  a.  m.  to  12  m.  ;  1  :30  to  4  p.  m. 

Primary  Schools— 9  a.  m.  to  12  m.  ;  1 :30  to  3  :30  p.  M. 


/ 


ANNUAL  REPORT: 

.*  •  -  OF  THE.  . 

'  ‘  '  - 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MILFORD, 

CONTAINING  REPORTS  OF  THE 


Collector,  Treasurer,  Selectmen,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  School 
Committee,  Engineers,  Board  of  Health,  Town  Clerk, 
Park  Commissioners,  Trustees  of  the  Town 
Library,  and  Trustees  of  Vernon 
Grove  Cemetery, 


For  the  Year  ending  February  i4. 1887. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

G.  M.  BILLINGS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE'. 

1  88  7., 


TO  THE  TAX-PAYERS  OF  MILFORD. 

As  early  as  practicable  we  examined  all  accounts  and  presented 
our  claims  against  the  Town  of  Hopedale,  hoping  that  all  might  be 
adjusted  before  the  issue  of  our  Annual  Report,  but  owing  to  dif¬ 
ferences  of  opinion  arising  between  the  Selectmen  of  the  two 
towns,  the  matter  was  referred  to  three  commissioners,  who  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Judge  of  Superior  Court  at  Worcester. 

^  Owing  to  this  delay  of  settlement,  and  the  fact  that  many  of 
our  departments  include  Hopedale’s  share,  the  appropriations 
may  be  exceeded;  but  in  all  cases  we  have  tried  to  keep  within 
the*  amount  appropriated  and  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Town^ 

The  suit  of  Timothy  Shea  vs.  Town  of  Milford  has  been  post¬ 
poned  until  August,  on  account  of  sickness  of  Architect  Swasey. 

Owing  to  reduced  appropriations,  and  an  increase  of  wages  be¬ 
ing  granted,  it  was  not  deemed  best  to  run  the  crusher  the  past 
season,  but  instead  we  secured  larjje  quantities  of  “chips”  from 
the  quarries.  We  are  also  under  obligations  to  Norcross  Bros,  for 
many  loads  of  stone  already  prepared  for  crushing,  which  we  have 
stored  on  land  convenient  to  Main  street.  As  our  principal 
streets  are  badly  in  need  of  repair,  we  would  recommend  remov¬ 
ing  the  crusher,  and  stone  already  prepared  on  Hoi)kiiiton  Road, 
after  first  patching  said  road,  as  in  our  judgment  such  is  all  that 
is  needed,  to  a  point  convenient  to  the  centre.  Our  Highway 
Department  labors  under  many  disadvantages  on  account  of  cus¬ 
toms  and  practices  which  have  crept  into  it,  owing  to  the  de¬ 
mands  made  upon  it  directly  by  the  Fire  Department,  especially 
during  the  winter  months.  We  are  obliged  to  keep  in  readiness,, 
to  answer  alarms  of  fire,  four  horses  and  two  drivers,  and 
while  we  do  not  condemn  this  policy,  still  the  expense  should 
not  be  charged  to  a  department  deriving  no  benefit  from  it.  An 
effort  was  made  to  reduce  our  force  of  horses  and  salaried  drivers, 
cutting  off  what  was  thought  an  unnecessary  addition  to  the 
Highway  Department,  but  we  found  that  the  engineers  were  de¬ 
pending  on  the  Town  to  furnish  horses  for  the  hose-carriages,  and 
the  matter  was  postponed.  Some  means  should  be  devised  where¬ 
by  our  annual  appropriations  would  not  thus  be  used  up. 

During  the  past  year  we  tried  the  experiment  of  a  jiaid  patrol 
on  Main  street,  and  it  proved  satisfactory,  and  we  would  recom¬ 
mend  the  appointment  of  two  patrolmen  for  duty  during  certain 
hours  each  evening,  at  a  limited  expense  to  the  Town. 

The  Town  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  to  build  or  enlarge  the 
culvert  at  the  “  Basin,”  so  called,  but’  after  looking  the  premises 
over  carefully  we  concluded  not  to  expend  the  money,  as  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  the  bridges  and  channel  below  Pond  street  bridge 
would  not  admit  of  any  larger  volume  of  water  than  the  present 
culvert  will  allow  to  pass  through. 

We  found  it  necessary  to  make  many  changes  and  imj^rove- 
ments  in  Memorial  Hall,  owing  to  the  unfinished  state  in  which 
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it  was  left,  but  no  appropriation  was  made  for  this  purpose.  We 
have  secured  the  services  of  Henry  B.  Thayer  as  janitor  for  an¬ 
other  year,  as  his  services  the  past  year  proved  him  the  man  for 
the  place. 


APPKOPRIATIONS  FOR  1886. 


Highways,  ........  $  7,000 

Incidentals,  ........  5,000 

Gas  and  Electric  Lights,  .....  2,800 

Town  Library,  .......  300 

Schools,  ........  20,000 

Poor  Department,  .......  9,000 

Interest,  .......  5,500 

W ater  for  Fire  Purposes,  ......  3,000 

Vernon  Grove  Cemetery,  .....  106 

Military  Aid,  ........  600 

Fire  Department,  ......  4,000 

Memorial  Day,  ........  100 

Town  Park,  .......  75 

Orchard  Street,  .......  I,5u0 

Main  Street  Bridge,  ......  500 

Concrete  Sidew'alks,  .......  300 

North  Street,  .......  150 

Water  Street,  .......  500 


Total, . $65,425 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


PHILIP  A.  GLEASON,  Collector  for  1886. 


Dr. 

Taxes  committed. 

Assessed  since. 


Cr. 

Paid  Lewis  Havden,  treasurer. 
Paid  Edvv.  A.  Brown, 

Discounts, 

Abatements, 

Uncollected,  Feb.  14,  1887, 


$79,645  09 
26T  46 

- 179,912  55 


169,695  30 
4,224  00 
1,648  83 
581  26 
3,763  16 

- $79,912  55 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


tiC  The  Town  Clerk  herewith  presents  his  annual  statement  for 
the  year  1886. 

There  were  issued  and  recorded  in  the  Clerk’s  office  46  liquor 
licenses,  showing  a  large  falling  off  in  number  from  the  previous 
year,  when  there  were  66  issued.  Received  for  licenses  in  1886, 
$6,075,  while  in  1885  there  was  received  $7,075.  The  division  of 
the  towui  may  account  for  the  falling  off  in  this  business. 

There  were  issued  334  dog  licenses,  297  males,  37  females:  To¬ 
tal  amount  received  for  licenses,  $779.  Amount  turned  over  to 
the  County  Treasurer,  $712.20.  The  number  licensed  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  (including  Hopedale)  was  338,  with  cash  receipts  of 
$778. 

Your  Clerk  is  prepared  to  issue  licenses  to  dealers  in  “Oleo¬ 
margarine,”  and  although  the  fee  is  only  fifty  cents  for  such  license, 
only  six  dealers  have  secured  one. 

The  marriage  intention  book  shows  83  marriage  certificates  is¬ 
sued,  being  one  more  than  issued  the  previous  year.  Ninety-two 
marriages  were  recorded  during  the  year,  of  which  74  were  “first” 
marriage  by  bride  and  groom;  three  Avere  second  marriages ;  nine 
widowers  took  brides;  three  grooms  took  widows;  two  Avidowers, 
with  a  record  of  two  marriages,  took  young  brides,  Avhile  a  groom 
marked  “fourth”  marriage  took  a  Avidowed  bride.  Marriages  re¬ 
corded  in  1885,  85. 

The  birth  record  shoAvs  a  marked  increase  from  182  for  1885  to 
225  for  1886,  113  being  females  and  112  males.  Births  occurring 
in  January,  21;  February,  13;  March,  19;  April,  10;  May,  23; 
June,  16;  July,  12;  August,  22;  September,  19;  October,  22; 
November,  25;  December,  23. 

The  death  record  sIioavs  a  large  decrease  from  the  year  1885, 
when  211  were  reported,  while  for  1886  only  164  are  recorded. 
As  in  past  years  consumption  claimed  the  largest  number,  and  al¬ 
though  many  died  of  pneumonia  and  diphtheria,  yet  the  two  latter 
diseases  were  not  as  prevalent  as  the  previous  year.  Of  the  num¬ 
ber  reported  81  were  females,  83  males.  Ninety-nine  bodies  re- 
jiorted  buried  in  Catholic  Cemetery ;  the  balance  in  the  other 
town  cemeteries  and  out  of  toAvn. 

There  are  75  conveyances  on  the  mortgage  of  personal  property 
book  against  105  the  previous  year,  and  23  assignments  of  wages 
are  recorded. 

All  of  AAdiich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LFWIS  HAYDEN, 

Toavu  Clerk. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT., 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  FEBRUARY  14,  1887. 


Amount  in  hands  of  Treasurer  Claflin,  Feb.  16,  1886,  | 
Received  from  B.  H.  S],)aulding,  hay  (1885), 

Borrowed  of  Milford  Savings  Bank, 

Received  of 

J.  H.  Wood,  collector,  tax  1885, 

“  “  sidewalk  tax  1885, 

P.  A.  Gleason,  collector  1886, 

C.  A.  Dewey,  rent  of  court  room. 

Post  22,  G.  A.  R.,  rent  one  year, 

E.  A.  Brown,  county  treasurer,  dog  tax, 

B.  H.  Montague,  rent  of  hall, 

“  “  “  lockup, 

A.  W.  Beard,  state  treasurer,  corporation  tax, 

national  bank  tax, 
state  aid, 
military  aid, 
armory  rent, 
school  fund, 

corporation  and  national 


-u 

(C 

u 

a 

ti 


li 

a 

u 

a 

a 


u 
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bank  tax  returned, 

S.  A.  Andrews,  lockup  key, 

Charles  Walker,  lockup  key, 

E.  E.  Bates, 

James  Murray,  jr., 

Charles  H.  Waters,  “ 

Post  22,  G.  A.  R.,  lumber. 

Mead,  Mason  tfc  Co.,  labor  rebate, 
Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  lamp  post, 

Mrs.  Thayer,  concrete  work, 

Milford  Music  Hall  Co.,  concrete  work, 
Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  broken  lamp, 
Fred  Swasey,  lumber,  (1885), 

J.  J.  Milan,  pool  table  license, 

D.  Quinn, 

B.  Manion, 

Thomas  Kelley, 

J.  J.  Milan,  2d, 

J.  Martin, 

A.  Goucher, 

J.  Cronan, 

W.  A.  Pond, 

Knowlton  &  Co.,  “ 

J.  H.  Keefe, 

J.  L.  Keefe, 

F.  A.  Henry, 


(( 
(( 
(( 
(( 
(( 
(( 
u 
<  u 


(( 


u 

(( 

(( 

u 

u 

a 
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ti 

it 
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1,980  82 
35  00 
28,000  00 

1,151  56- 
217  47 
69,695  30 
300  00 
76  00 
637  78 
172  00 
146  34 
2,093  34 
660  45 
4,459  50 
1,023  00 
300  00 
114  61 

29  03 


1 

1 

1- 

1 

1 

7 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


144  00 
7  50 
31  50 
4  50 
3  25 
64  66 
00 
00 
00 

2  00 
2  00 
00 
00 
00 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

2'  00 
■  1 


2 

*.) 
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J.  F.  McGuinness,  pool  table  license. 

2 

00 

C.  H.  Gillon, 

(( 

2 

00 

C.  J.  Smith, 

(( 

2 

00 

N.  Frazier, 

u 

(( 

2 

00 

J.  H.  Wood, 

auctioneer’s  license. 

2 

00 

S.  Warren  Cook, 

u 

2 

00 

Alfred  L.  Hixon, 

u 

n 

2 

00 

L.  Hunt, 

(( 

2 

00 

’  J.  P.  Gallagher, 

u 

u 

2 

00 

G.  C.  Thayer, 

u 

(( 

2 

00 

John  Watson, 

n 

(( 

2 

00 

Ulrick  French, 

u 

(( 

2 

00 

T.  F.  Davoren, 

n 

(( 

2 

00 

Oleomargarine  licenses  to  J.  Madden,  P.  Lynch,  Wor- 
then  &  Burr,  M.  P.  Callanan,  Cheney  Bros, 
and  J.  R.  Best  at  50  cents  each, 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Carpenter,  license  Lyceum  Hall  (85), 

Doris  Circus,  license, 

N.  S.  Wood,  dime  show  license, 

Del  a  van, 

C.  S.  Hilton  &  Co., 

Milford  Music  Hall  Co.,  license. 


a 

u 


u 


u 


3  00 
16  00 
50  00 
15  00 
25  00 
25  00 
58  00 


1111,553  61 


Received  for  liquor  licenses  as  follows  : — 


W.  A.  Pond,  $  125  00 

B.  Manion,  125  00 

Jos.  Woods,  125  00 

J.  H.  Keefe,  125  00 

Thos.  Kelley,  125  00 

O.  F.  Knowlton  &  Co.,  125  00 

J.  J.  Milan,  125  00 

J.  L.  Keefe,  125  00 

Win,  Sheehan,  125  00 

J.  Cronan,  125  00 

James  Bradley,  125  00 

Patrick  Gillon,  125  00 

James  Conley,  125  00 

Mrs.  Thos.  Cauley,  125  00 

D.  Quinn,  125  00 

B.J.  McNally,  125  00 

D.  Nugent,  125  00 

John  Rogers,  125 '00 

Thos.  Mullen,  125  00 

Thos.  Moore,  125  00 

F.  A.  Henry,  125  00 

L.  Cheney,  125  00 

Thos.  Quirk,  125  00 

Mrs.  D.  Kellev,  125  00 


L.  R.  Hazard,  125  00 

J.  F.  Stratton,  '  •  125  00 

C.  J.  Smith,  125  00 

Kate  Fitzgerald,  125  00 

J.  Dillon,  125  00 

J.  Murray,  125  00 

G.  W.  Brigham,  agt.,  125  00 

George  Tulley,  125  00 

A.  Goucher,  200  00 

J.  F.  McGuinness,  200  00 

W.  P.  Beals,  200  00 

C.  H.  Gillon,  200  00 

J.  Stratton,  200  00 

H.  A.  Gi-eeley,  75  00 

J.  A.  Rice,  75  00 

A.  H.  Sweet,  75  00 

H.  E.  Morgan,  75  00 

A.  Sumner,  75  00 

Patrick  Gillon,  175  00 

J.  Igoe,  175  00 

L.  R.  Hazard,  175  00 

J.  F.  Stratton,  175  00 


$6,075  00 
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Received  for  work  by  town  teams  and  help  : — 


O.  N.  Hayward, 

$  6 

85 

James  Walls, 

1 

00 

J.  Clifford, 

16 

50 

Lyman  Cheney, 

3 

00 

L.  T.  Tousjas, 

5 

00 

Adam  Supple, 

50 

N.  Weed, 

14 

50 

C.  Sweeney, 

3 

75 

A.  Wheeler, 

3 

50 

Mrs.  McMahon, 

25 

00 

T.  E.  Morse, 

1 

00 

G.  F.  Birch, 

50 

Charles  Tufts, 

5 

00 

Wm.  C.  Gillman, 

6  25 

A.  C.  Kinney, 

12 

00 

E.  Taft, 

2 

00 

Mrs.  Flaherty, 

1 

50 

L.  Bradish, 

3 

00 

T.  F.  Davoren, 

3 

00 

W.  H.  Ring, 

1 

00 

P.  Milan, 

1 

50 

0.  B.  Parkhurst, 

2 

00 

E.  Withington, 

2 

50 

D.  B.  Jenks, 

3 

50 

A.  Goucher, 

1 

50 

H.  Schultz, 

1 

00 

H.  H.  Lent, 

1 

00 

P.  Maher, 

50 

Mrs.  Drew, 

6 

00 

Charles  Waters, 

3 

00 

W.  H.  Hooker, 

19 

50 

Hapgood  &  Mayhew, 

14 

50 

Mrs.  Thayer, 

1 

00 

E.  Glines, 

1 

50 

John  Barns, 

50* 

Yer.  Grove  Cemetery, 

5 

00 

James  Magee, 

1 

00 

W.  P.  Burbank, 

2 

50 

M.  Fallon, 

5 

00 

P.  Glennon, 

2 

00 

Mrs.  Drake, 

2 

00 

Robert  Rivers, 

3 

00 

J.  Kempton, 

35 

00 

R.  C.  Hill,  (gravel). 

3 

10 

Mr.  Connolly, 

2 

00 

Owen  Wales, 

1 

00 

$236  45 

Wm.  Reed, 

% 

50 

Received  for  work  by  town  teams  from  C.  0.  Woodbury  for 

fol 

lowing  parties 

Moses  Tarbell, 

$ 

75 

Mary  McGee, 

1 

50 

George  Kendall, 

75 

Mrs.  Otis  Thayer, 

2 

00 

J.  Reilley, 

1 

25 

P.  Lynch, 

3 

26 

Mr.  Kenney, 

40 

W.  Nye, 

6 

00 

Mr.  Libby, 

'  1 

00 

Mrs.  Kirby, 

3 

26 

Oliver  Parkhurst, 

50 

John  McGuire, 

2 

50 

Mrs.  Cauley, 

1 

50 

Milford  Water  Co,, 

6 

60 

M.  Gorman, 

3 

26 

• 

Mr.  Coffey, 

3 

71 

$38  24 

Also  from 

L.  E.  Fales,  Sec’v, 

38 

00 

Lizzie  Mann, 

1 

50 

Mead,  Mason  &  Co., 

G.  L.  Cooke, 

2 

50 

(labor). 

10 

00 

J.  McDonough, 

2 

00 

Mrs.  Drew, 

2 

00 

B.  Kiernan, 

5 

50 

C.  W.  Shippee, 

7 

50 

M.  McMahon, 

6 

50 

H.  C.  Scott, 

8 

45 

Bushee  &  Johnston, 

10 

00 

$93  95 

8 


Total  Treasurer’s  receipts, 
Paid  on  Selectmen’s  orders, 


$117997  25 
117254  94 


Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands,  $742  31 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

LEWIS  HAYDEN,  Town  Treasurer.. 
Milford,  Feb.  14,  1887. 


Report  of  Town  Park  Commissioners. 


RECEIPTS. 


Town  appropriation. 

♦ 

EXPENDITURES. 

Martin  Jenkins, 

labor. 

$20  00 

David  Grady, 

u 

13  50 

John  Cooney, 

u' 

14  00 

Michael  McKeague, 

u 

26  25 

Field  Brothers, 

lumber. 

10  40 

N.  K.  Sprague, 

labor. 

6  48 

John  Coffey, 

13  50 

Respectfully  submitted. 


$100  00 


$104  13 


H.  E.  FALES, 

C.  W.  WILCOX, 

DWIGHT  RUSSELL, 

Town  Park  Commissioners. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 

P.  Conniff,  labor,  I  3  75 

Fred  M.  Walker,  supplies  for  stable,  3  25 

T.  C.  Eastman,  grain,  295  60 

E.  IMann,  gravel  (1885),  53  25 

Field  Bros.,  plank,  14  39 

Ide  &  Boyce,  blacksmiths,  104  41 

C.  T.  Crosbv,  “  3  10 

H.  S.  Cushman,  harness  bill,  44  95 

A.  M.  Holmes,  gravel,  9  90 

“  “  barn  rent,  100  00 

H.  Willard,  crusher  repairs,  .  7  50 

A.  Claflin,  straw,  '  16  02 

Geo.  A.  Sherborne,  teams,  52  50 

Prentice  &  Son,  grain,  609  54  ^ 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  hardware,  21  96 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  “  52  68 

H.  Walpole,  gravel,  7 5 

L.  E.  Belknap,  wheelwright,  48  18 

Milford  &  Woonsocket  K.  R.,  gravel  (’85),  52  80 

D.  B.  Rockwood,  wheelwright,  24  55 

L.  A.  Cook,  bill  and  cement,  50  78 

H.  C.  Scott,  bill,  2  34 

Jas.  Donovan,  repairs,  75 

P.  J.  Pratt,  damage  bill,  4  50 

F.  A.  Colburn,  horse  medicine,  4  75 

T.  A.  Gleason,  storage  hay,  5  00 

Ira  N.  Ide,  blacksmith  bill,  24  68 

J.  Burnett,  “  29  47 

Mrs.  P.  Corrigan,  gravel,  12  81 

Stevens  &  Johnson,  blacksmiths,  24  84 

J.  N.  Lilly,  harness  repairs,  5  60 

J.  J.  Grothe,  blacksmith,  12  00 

Dr.  J.  H.  Gordon,  horse  doctor,  6  00 

Wm.  L.  Billings,  “  6  00 

Chas.  A.  Hoyt,  plumber,  15  59 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  lumber  and  labor,  19  25 

C.  Noyes,  painting  fountain,  1  50 

Jas.  S.  Sherman,  stone  work,  3  20 

A.  Bragg,  loam,  22  30 

J.  Taft,  mason,  3  08 

Jas.  Pyne,  gravel,  1  50 

P.  Lynch,  supfdies,  16  83 
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Samuel  Gaskill,  plank,  20  11 

Town  of  Hopedale,  plank,  13  50 

O.  F.  Taft,  plank,  6  96 

J.  E.  Macuen,  gravel,  6  60 

C.  C.  Fisk,  plank,  33  22 

Milford  Granite  Co.,  chink  stone,  1  00 

B.  Moore,  labor,  1  00 

R.  C.  Hill,  hay,  straw  and  sundry  itettis  paid,  103  58 

Jas.  J.  Madden,  gi'avel,  2  60 

Ed.  J.  Gallagher,  “  27  10 

A.  A.  Taft,  “  20  00 

R.  F.  Cook,  “  26  04 

D.  B.  Rockwood,  jr.,  painting  carts,  25  00 

C.  O.  Woodbury,  supplies,  IT  64 

C.  M.  Thayer,  »  2  18 

C.  O.  Woodbury,  horse  medicine,  T  93 


AMOUNT  FOR  LABOR. 


$2,106  31 


W.  L.  Billings, 

Supt., 

$131 

23 

R.  C.  Hill, 

(( 

678 

00 

C.  0.  Woodbury, 

“  (including  1 

mo. ’85),  841 

59 

Fred  Walker, 

$577 

50 

Charles  Witherell, 

565 

50 

Barney  Kiernan, 

565 

50 

Patrick  Glennan, 

412 

67 

Terence  Sheedey, 

411 

80 

James  McAvoy, 

• 

435 

50 

Henry  McAvoy, 

400 

50 

Patrick  Casey, 

250 

07 

Patrick  Donlan, 

409 

10 

Charles  McCann, 

288 

55 

Patrick  Milan, 

224 

65 

William  Hill, 
Thomas  Droney, 

132 

75 

86 

75 

John  Droney, 

161 

35 

Philip  Gilday, 

85 

65 

Patrick  Lyons, 

94 

00 

J.  Cammell, 

4 

50 

M.  Higginston, 

56 

00 

P.  Cammell, 

3 

10 

J.  Griffin, 

3 

40 

M.  Crane, 

M.  Regan, 

1 

70 

1 

70 

John  Keefe, 

80 

M.  Haggeny, 

2 

50 

$1,650  82 


$5,173  14 
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TOWN  INCIDENTALS. 

Cook  &  Sons,  printers,  report  (1885-6),  $150  00 

“  “  sundry  bills,  64  75 

“  “  allowed  for  concrete  work,  20  00 

F.  H.  French,  lockup  key,  1  00 

Times  Pub.  Co.,  sundry  bills,  69  50 

J.  Cochrane,  tree  damage,  5  00 

M.  W.  Edwards,  return  of  deaths  (’85),  27  75 

Milford  Gazette,  sundry  bills,  60  75 

M.  Broderick,  police  duty  (’85),  2  50 

M.  J.  Buckley,  auditor  and  teller,  31  00 

J.  F.  McGuinness,  bill,  '  7  75 

Chas.  Waters,  lockup  key,  '  1  00 

E.  J.  Quirk,  care  of  Mendon  road  bridge,  3  70 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water  for  armory,  9  00 

“  “  bills,  23  70 

John  Usher,  water,  5  00 

A.  S.  Trowbridge,  teller,  3  00 

A.  A.  Cook,  services  selectman,  13  00 

L.  E.  Fales,  teller,  3  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  bill,  6  88 

H.  C.  Scott,  armory  rent,  343  75 

D.  Johnson,  burying  hog,  1  00 

Geo.  W.  Taft,  exchange  road  machine,  235  00 

M.  R.  Warren,  blanks  (licenses),  10  94 

Lizzie  Fairbanks,  care  of  baby,  3  00 

James  Powers,  teams,  •  12  00 

Z.  E.  Ball,  burying  dog,  1  00 

M.  Reynolds,  “  1  00 

Wm.  Hannon,  “  1  00 

Hapgood  &  Mayhew,  assessors’  teams,  7  50 

E.  F.  Mosher,  safe,  '  75  00 

Geo.  A.  Sherborne,  safe  moved,  8  00 

B.  &  A.  freight  bill,  3  78 

Milford  Granite  Co.,  posts,  21  00 

W.  E.  Cheney,  posting  bills,  2  25 

B.  Ward,  cleaning  vault,  5  00 

Geo.  A.  Sherborne,  sprinkling  street,  12  00 

Sarah  E.  Bragg  and  others,  abatement  taxes,  64  51 

Chas.  A.  Hoyt,  plumber,  12  99 

Thos.  F.  Maher,  bill,  200  00 

Third  District  Court,  truancy  costs,  12  97 

Hapgood  &  Mayhew,  board  bill,  2  00 

S.  C.  Sumner,  services,  5  00 

Fred  Swasey,  laying  out  Memorial  Hall  Square,  25  00 

E.  E.  Cook,  killing  glandered  horse,  1  00 

B.  M.  Lord,  boiler  inspector,  5  00 

James  Howard,  burying  dog,  1  00 

,Geo.  W.  Stacy,  supplies,  21  99 

J.  M.  Wood,  repairs  Purchase  cemetery,  10  00 
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u 

u 

(( 

(( 


Capt.  J.  T.  Berrill,  armory  rent, 

W.  P.  Beals,  bill, 

Jas.  G.  Hill,  ringing  bell  (2  years), 

E.  C.  Claflin,  watering  trough, 

Hugh  Bradley,  teller, 

J.  H.  AVood,  services  collecting  taxes, 

Chas.  H.  Whiting,  blank  book, 

Mrs.  James  Ha2:Q:erty,  bill, 

SALARIES. 

O.  D.  Holmes,  night  watch, 

“  “  constable, 

H.  C.  Scott,  registrar, 

J.  A.  Taft, 

W.  J.  Coakley, 

L.  Hayden, 

A.  Wheeler, 

M.  Broderick,  police  duty, 

C.  H.  Walker,  assessor, 

M.  W.  Edwards  and  others,  4th  July  service  constables, 
T.  F.  Ryan,  constable,  July  4, 

J.  H.  Burns,  “  “ 

E.  J.  Dalton,  “  “ 

T.  F.  Hayes,  Main  Street  police  duty. 

Geo.  F.  Birch,  services  as  overseer, 

P.  McGarry,  “  assessor, 

P.  H.  Curran,  “  selectman, 

H.  A.  Clark, 

H.  C.  Scott,  “ 

L.  Hayden,  services  town  treasurer, 

clerk  for  selectmen, 

“  town, 

coll’t’g  and  return’g  births,  deaths,  etc., 
postage  and  express  charges, 

James  Mulligan,  return  of  births, 

Chas.  Mackin, 

Dr.  Knight, 

Dr.  Clarke, 

Dr.  Barns, 

AVood  &  Nye, 

L.  E.  Fales, 

J.  M.  Eaton, 

Dr.  Mackin, 

Geo.  E.  Stacy, 

B.  H.  Montague, 

Chester  L.  Clark,  “ 

John  Madden,  “ 

H.  E.  Fales,  legal  services, 

P.  A.  Gleason,  tax  collector. 


25  00 


7 

5 


50 

00 


u 

u 


u 

u 

u 


u 

u 

(( 

C( 

(( 


(( 

u 

u 


of  deaths, 
services  Board  of  Health, 


(( 

(( 

(( 

(C 


assessor, 

sealer  of  weights, 
as  overseer, 

(C 


10  00 
3  00 
19  09 
2  75 
100  00 


5  84  00 
29  00 
25  00 
75  00 
75  00 
75  00 
50  00 
6  50 
230  00 
42  00 
5  00 
5  00 

5  00 
123  00 
100  00 
235  00 
275  00 
200  00 
225  00 
250  00 

50  00 
75  00 
144  70 
14  72 
2  25 
17  75 
10  50 

6  25 
75 

16  25 
45  00 
40  00 
40  00 
197  50 
20  00 
325  00 
100  00 
70  00 
571  12 


^5,646  59 
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GAS  AND  STREET  LIGHTS. 


Globe  Gas  Light  Co.,  ^  $  812  95 

Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  1,147  59 

Milford  Electric  Light  Co.,  ,  1,283  34 


$3,243  88 

TOWN  LIBRARY.  * 

O.  F.  Croughwell,  secretary,  -  $300  00 

N.  F.  Blake,  ^  dog  tax  (net),  318  89 


$618  89 

MONEY  BORROWED  AND  PAID. 


Milford  Savings  Bank, 

SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

L.  E.  Fales,  secretary, 

J.  Madden,  water. 


FOR  MATERIAL. 


$35,000  00 

$20,436  21 
5  00 

$20,441  21 


J.  J.  Madden, 

$  2 

60 

E.  J.  Gallagher, 

27 

10 

A.  M.  Holmes, 

1 

70 

A.  A.  Taft, 

20 

00 

R.  F.  Cook, 

26 

04 

Total  amount  expended. 

Amount  appropriated. 

$8,150 

00 

Earnings  of  Highway  Department, 

368 

64 

Bills  now  due  department. 

45 

00 

$  77  44 
$8,930  27 


$8,563  64 


Exceeded  appropriation, 

POOR  DEPARTMENT. 


$  366  63 


Chester  L.  Clark,  chairman,  $9,600  00 

INTEREST. 

Milford  Savings  Bank,  $2,596  31 

Hide  &  Leather  Bank,  *  3,800  00 


$6,396  31 

TOWN  PARK. 

$14  00 

13  50 

20  00 

14  00 


J.  Cooney,  labor, 
D.  Grady,  '  “ 

M.  Jenkins,  “ 

M.  McT  ague,  “ 
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Field  Bros.,  bill,  .  10  40 

M.  McKeague,  labor,  12  25 

N.  K.  Sprague,  “  6  48 

J.  Colley,  “  18  50 

1104  la 

WATER  FOR  FIRE  PURPOSES. 

W.  H.  Barney,  Supt.  Water  Co.,  $2,812  50 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

B.  H.  Montague,  appropriation,  $100  00 

VERNON  GROVE  CEMETERY. 

H.  C.  Skinner,  Trustee,  $100  00 

ORCHARD  LANE  (So  called). 

Statira  S.  Drake,  damage,  ^  $300  00* 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Mann,  “  >  200  00 

Edwin  Witliington,  “  500  00 


$1,000  00 

TOWN  HALL  AND  LOCKUP  ACCOUNT. 


J.  L.  Smith,  supplies,  $1  90 

J.  W.  Harris,  “  2  75 

Craige  &  Severance,  locksmiths,  4  50 

C.  W.  Wilcox,  exchange  clock,)  5  00 

S.  A.  Andrews,  lockup  key,  1  00 

P.  M.  Hunt,  “  “  1  00 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  bill,  5  23 

L.  A.  Cook,  “  9  75 

W.  P.  Roberts,  lockup  key,  1  00 

J.  A.  Rice,  supplies,  3  85 

G.  A.  Sherborne,  teaming,  1  50 

L.  A.  Cook,  wood,  11  50 

J.  W.  Harris,  blacking  stoves,  2  00 

M.  P.  Callanan,  supplies,  60  34 

H.  A.  Barney,  coal,  105  16 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water,  9  00 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  bill,  ‘21  59 

B.  H.  Montague,  supplies,  23  55 

“  “  salary  lockup  keeper,  100  00 

“  “  janitor,  200  00 


$570  62 

CONCRETE  SIDEWALKS. 

F.  M.  Ballou  &  Co.,  $258  00^ 

Due  from  J.  H.  Barker,  $42.64. 
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LIQUOR  LICENSES. 

A.  W.  Beard,  Treas.,  one-fourth  amocnt  received, 

STATE  TAX, 

A.  W.  Beard,  Treasurer, 

NATIONAL  BANK  TAX. 

A.  W.  Beard,  Treasurer, 

STATE  AND  MILITARY  AID. 

Paid  by  L.  Hayden,  Treasurer,  as  follows  : — 
State  Aid, 

Military  Aid, 

PAY  OF  MEMBERS,  M.  F.  D. 

I 

J.  H.  Scott,  Treasurer, 

H.  E.  Madden,  “ 


INCIDENTALS,  M.  F.  D. 

J.  H.  Scott,  Treasurer, 

H.  E.  Madden,  “ 


$1,518  75 
$4,635  00 

$4,123  99 

$4,138  25 
$1,707  00 

$5,845  2.5 

$2,160  00 
1,700  00 

$3,860  00 

$200  00 
600  00 


$800  00 

LETTERING  TABLETS,  MEMORIAL  HALL. 


Thos.  Foster,  labor, 

Fred  Swasey,  Supt., 

(No '  appropri  ation.) 

MEMORIAL  HALL  ACCOUNT. 

C.  T.  Crosby,  supplies. 

Field  Bros.,  coal  and  lumber  bills, 

J.  W.  Harris,  supplies, 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting, 

H.  B.  Thayer,  janitor, 

G.  C.  Buck,  supplies, 

Sprague  &  Simpson,  labor, 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water, 

A.  S.  Tuttle  &  Co.,  bill, 

P.  Dillon,  laying  floor, 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  bills, 

J.  Miller,  labor  on  grounds, 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  bills, 

A.  S.  Pickering,  mason, 

H.  C.  Scott,  lawn  hose. 


$522  95 
50  00 


$572  95 


$1  80 
274  13 
6  00 
2  50 
292  25 

1  90 
7  15 

52  00 
6  00 

53  50 
46  62 
12  00 

6  48 

2  80 
5  98. 
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J.  Breck  &  Son,  mower, 

P.  Dillon,  lumber  and  labor. 

8 

75 

18 

94 

H.  A.  Barney,  coal. 

98 

60 

Wm.  F.  Reynolds,  work. 

2 

50 

C.  Pierce,  weather  strips, 

W.  H.  Hooker,  knobs,  ,  ,  . 

1 

50 

1 

75 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  for  library. 

135 

80 

^1,038  95 

(No  ai3propriation.) 

RECAPITULATION  OF  ORDERS  DRAWN. 


Highways, 

Incidentals, 

Oas  and  street  lights. 

Town  library. 

Money  borrowed  and  paid, 
Sdhools, 

Poor  department. 

Interest, 

Town  Park, 

Water  for  fire  purposes. 
Memorial  Day, 

Vernon  Grove  cemetery. 
Orchard  Lane, 

Town  Hall  and  lockup  account. 
Concrete  sidewalks. 

Liquor  licenses. 

State  tax. 

National  bank  tax. 

State  and  military  aid. 

Pay  of  members  M.  F.  D. 
Incidentals,  “ 

Lettering  tablets  Memorial  Hall, 
Memorial  Hall  account. 

Care  of  burial  lots. 


$8,930 

27 

APPROPRIATOIN. 

$7,000 

5,646 

59 

5,000 

3,243 

88 

2,800 

•  618 

89 

300 

35,000 

00 

20,441 

21 

20,000 

9,600 

00 

9,000 

6,396 

31 

5,500 

104 

13 

75 

2,812 

50 

3,000 

100 

00 

100 

100 

00 

100 

1,000 

00 

1,500 

570 

62 

258 

00 

300 

1,518 

75 

4.635 

00 

4,123 

99 

5,845 

25 

600 

3,860 

800 

00 '( 
00  ( 

-  4,000 

572 

95 

1,038 

95 

37 

65 

$117,254 

94 

TOWN  DEBT. 

Milford  town  bonds,  $40,000 

Hide  and  Leather  Bank,  railroad  bonds,  50,000 

Money  borrowed  Milford  Savings  Bank,  18,000 


$108,000 

P.  H.  CURRAN, 

H.  A.  CLARK, 

H.  C.  SCOTT, 

Selectmen  of  Milford. 


REPORT  OF 


THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


EXPENSE  AT  THE  FARM. 

Grain,  $514  08 

Salary  of  Superintendent,  500  00 

Hired  help,  386  86 

Meat,  295  72 

Flour,  243  10 

Horse,  220  00 

Butter,  167  33 

Clothing,  136  82 

Dry  goods,  '  125  64 

Oxen,  125  00 

Coal,  120  90 

Medicine,  112  01 

Hardware,  plumbing,  and  farming  tools,  109  71 

Fresh  fish,  104  82 

Boots,  shoes  and  rubbers,  96  52 

Salt  fish,  94  68 

Burials,  90  00 

Phosphate  and  lime,  61  57 

Tobacco,  60  63 

Sugar,  59  28 

Furniture  and  crockery,  58  04 

Small  groceries  and  spices,  53  94 

Geo.  D.  Rhodes,  small  bills  paid  during  the  year,  53  72 

M^edical  attendance,  50  00 

Paint,  glass,  paper,  oil,  brushes,  etc.,  48  72 

Tea,  ^  45  82 

Carriage,  45  00 

Lumber  and  carpenter  work,  41  06 

Molasses,  35  90 

Repairs  on  wagons  and  farming  tools,  /32  02 

Soft  soap,  28  05 

Shoeing  horses  and  oxen,  25  49 

Empty  flour  and  cider  barrels,  24  80 

Hay,  20  00 

Beans,  19  53 

Oil,  19  44 

Crackers,  etc.,  24  59 
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Manure, 

123 

00 

Hard  soap, 

Stove  and  pipe. 

17 

50 

15 

00 

Plank, 

15 

00 

Cheese, 

10 

04 

Seed  potatoes  and  grass  seed. 

15 

10 

Painting  wagon, 

12 

00 

Pigs, 

11 

50 

Repairs  on  harnesses. 

10 

48 

One  horse  sled  and  one  ox  sled. 

9 

25 

Plaster, 

8 

81 

Making  cider. 

7 

62 

Repairs  on  stoves. 

i 

75 

Driving  oxen  from  and  to  Brighton, 

i 

00 

Stationery,  postage,  etc.. 

6 

86 

Salt, 

6 

30 

Repairs  on  spectacles  and  clock, 

6 

00 

Glass  and  stone  jars. 

5 

55 

Goods  at  auction. 

5 

05 

Pear  trees, 

Local  weekly  papers. 

5 

00 

4 

50 

Extracting  teeth, 

4 

25 

Brooms, 

3 

75 

Snuff, 

3 

60 

Lantern  and  pails. 

0 

90 

Coffee, 

o 

jLJ 

20 

Repairing  sewing  machine, 

1 

80 

Old  sash, 

1 

50 

Clothes  lines  and  jug. 

1 

50 

INCOME  AT 

THE  FARM. 

Milk, 

$1,053 

49 

Oxen, 

125 

31 

Pension, 

104 

00 

Apples, 

103 

05 

Cows, 

75 

00 

Pigs, 

46 

00 

Pork, 

Cider  apples, 

27 

60 

29 

06 

Straw, 

Military  aid. 

30 

72 

24 

00 

Calves, 

Cucumbers, 

Service  of  bull  and  boar. 

18 

50 

16 

29 

15 

50 

Onions, 

18 

74 

Electa  Kimball, 

15 

00 

Premiums  at  Milford  and  Upton 

fairs. 

13 

75 

Beans,  shell  and  string. 

11 

30 

$4,481  60 
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Cabbage,  $18  32 

Green  corn,  10  34 

Board  for  Mrs.  Keenan,  8  00 

Potatoes,  7  65 

Squash,  6  63 

Bull  and  cow  hide,  '  5  77 

Green  peas,  5  62 

Board  for  Mrs.  Hennessey,  7  25 

Eggs,  4  60 

Pie  plant,  4  33 

Watermelons  and  muskmelons,  4  30 

Rags  and  old  iron,  4  02 

Beets,  2  60 

Damage  to  field  corn,  2  00 

Tomatoes,  1  60 

Top  onions,  1  00 

Cash  from  E.  Quinlan,  .  1  00 

Turnips,  1  00 

Fowls,  90 

Soap  grease,  90 

Cider,  1  00 

Bones,  ’  *  75 

- $1,821  89 


Mrs.  Thomas  Barry, 

Mrs.  Eliza  Buxton, 

Mrs,  William  Blanchard,  52  00 


Mrs.  William  Bren,  48  76 

John  Collins,  36  37 

Peter  Collins,  25  00 

William  Caine  (children), 12  00 
Benjamin  Cottrell,  12  12 

Mrs.  Winnifred  Casey,  37  00 
Mrs.  Patrick  Cloonan,  137  50 
Curtis  Claflin,  14  75 

Mrs.  James  Comee,  124  04 
Mrs.  Mary  Cronan,  ^  58  90 
Mrs.  Mary  Coy,  54  98 

Ellis  Daniels,  19  88 

Mrs.  David  Doyle,  86  15 

Mrs.  William  Dacey,  109  50 

.John  Delaney,  6  50 

Mrs.  Susanna  Flagg,  22  00 

Mrs.  Darius  S.  Flagg,  93  40 

Mrs.  Thomas  Finton,  9  02 

Mrs.  William  Fahey,  134  01 

John  Flynn,'  7  65 

Miss  Ellen  A.  Guild,  105  00 

Mrs.  D.  Gilmore,  26  50 


Mrs.  Patrick  Manion,  •  105  75 

Mrs.  Charles  Murphy,  100  00 

John  F.  Moore,  41  00 

Mrs.  Edward  Murphy,  88  00 

Mrs.  Bridget  Murray,  32  25 

Peter  Moore,  17  00 

Mrs.  John  P.  Moore,  53  34 

Patrick  Murray,  39  07 

Patrick  McQuaid,  6  90 

Nancy  McCool,  183  00 

Mrs.  Michael  McCarty,  1  50 

Patrick  McGrath,  26  00 

Edward  McKenna,  100  13 

Patrick  Nugent,  19  OO 

Robert  Nichols,  27  51 

Mrs.  John  Nugent,  46  44 

Owen  O’Hara,  24  00 

Maurice  O’Connell,  2  70 

Martin  O’Connell,  4  00 

Ellen  O’Connor,  3  50 

Mrs.  Mary  Quinlan,  111  55 

Mrs.  Michael  Quirk,  14  13 

Mrs.  Dennis  Ryan,  52  85 

Mrs.  Mary  Rogers,  16  25 

William  Stewart,  8  50 


PPIRSONS  RECEIVING  AID  IN  MILFORD  AWAY  FROM  THE  FARM. 

$57  40 
13  88 
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Mrs. 

Andrew  Gilroy,  $173 

54 

Mrs. 

J*  J •  Crl'Jllltjj 

106 

00 

Mrs. 

Huo;h  Glennon, 

17 

00 

Michael  Hageney, 

53 

40 

Char 

idler  Howard, 

52 

50 

Patrick  Hannigan, 

40 

20 

How 

ard  Holland, 

185 

64 

Mrs. 

Michael  Haljiin, 

105 

40 

Mrs. 

Ed  ward  H  o  1 1  oh  an , 

4 

25 

Miss 

Lucretia  Hayward, 

34 

07 

Thomas  Hannigan, 

7 

00 

Mrs. 

Bernard  King, 

5 

88 

Mrs. 

Thomas  Lyons, 

69 

40 

Mrs.  Bridget  Sweeney, 

$17 

50 

Michael  Smith, 

56 

00 

Mrs.  Daniel  Shea, 

23 

00 

h’red  L.  Tillotson, 

140 

73 

Mrs.  Michael  Toolan, 

33 

40 

Susan  Twohey  case. 

47 

04 

John  W.  Wilson, 

52 

50 

Mrs.  Margaret  Welch, 

9 

80 

Medical  attendance  for 

the  above  families 

during  year. 

100 

00 

$3762  93 


Persons  Belonging  to  Milford  Aided  in  other  Towns. 


Mrs.  Fleming  Adams,  Attleboro,  I  16  00 

Mrs.  James  A.  Hern,  Natick,  59  45 

Albert  Armstrong,  Medway,  3  00 

Patrick  Boyle,  Worcester,  128  85 

Alvin  Collins,  Medway,  112  58 

Martin  Coppinger,  Boston  city  hospital,  13  50 

Mrs.  i^ndrew  Doyle,  Soiithboro,  •  68  17 

John  Doucett,  Spencer,  17  92 

Mrs.  James  Fay,  Lynn,  119  40 

John  Fahey,  Lyman  School,  Westboro,  33  43 

Michael  McGee,  Worcester,  4  50 

Mrs.  Toby  Hart,  Spencer,  80  68 

Julius  L.  Johnson,  Bellingham,  11  50 

James  Murphy,  Marlboro,  124  40 

Mrs.  Martha  J.  Pickering,  Worcester,  32  10 

Mnry  Pettis,  Boston  city  hospital,  43  77 

Mrs.  William  Roach,  Blackstone,  99  91 

Mrs.  Abby  Reed,  Boston,  3  75 

Julian  Sireack,  Boston  city  hospital,  10  75 

Edgar  P.  Smith,  Hanover,  14  50 

Mary  Sergerson,  Worcester,  2  00 

Edward  Sireack,  Holliston,  »  2  00 

Mrs.  Mary  White,  Franklin,  ^15  56 

Mahan  children,  Boston,  63  15 

Ann  Quinliven,  Spencer,  *  62  16 


$1343  03 

Pi:rsons  Belonging  to  Other  Towns  Aided  in  Milford. 


Mrs.  George  Anderson,  Hopkinton,  $  78  69 

George  W.  Brown,  Uxbridge,  .  44  80 

Mrs.  Mary  J.  Bennett,  Rockland,  18  00 

John  Clancy,  Upton,  126  96 
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John  Cullen,  Med  wav. 

1  2  81 

Richard  Carey,  Boston, 

8  70 

Mrs.  Jerry  Daley,  Northbridge, 

12  80 

Mrs.  Beniamin  Fairbanks,  Hopkinton, 

12  25 

Patrick  Gleason,  Medway, 

88  00 

Daniel  Harrington,  Hopkinton, 

25  72 

Mrs.  Benjamin  Knapp,  Douglas, 

7  08 

Joshua  0.  Langley,  Warren, 

87  18 

Beniamin  Kewton,  Shrewsburv, 

0  90 

Charles  H.  Snowling,  North  bridge. 

57  10 

James  Sarsheld,  Holliston, 

S  80 

Cornelius  Shay,  Worcester, 

8  00 

Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Tibbetts, 

Abington 

55  00 

$542  84 

INSANE. 

Plenry  Cain,  $1S()  81 

.Tohn  Nugent, 

124  94 

Caroline  Coughlin, 

IS!  11 

Maria  Rijdey, 

170  20 

Mary  Connell, 

ISl  93 

.lames  Sullivan, 

190  40 

Peter  Corrigan, 

125  82 

jMargaret  Bradlr3y, 

190  11 

Thomas  H.  Donovan, 

179  79 

Abbott  L.  Peri’}", 

172  5S 

Thomas  J.  Harper, 

S  80 

— 

John  Mee, 

00  S9 

( 

$1772  00 

STATE  PAUPERS. 

Ben  j  amin  Bai  i  berry. 

$  77 

Sarah  McGrath, 

12  50 

Crohen  Connell, 

1  05 

Daniel  McNeil, 

18  45 

Hannah  Cooney, 

10  50 

Mrs.  LuceliaE.  Nichol 

s,  10  00 

Michael  Coy, 

T  ^ 

1  t 

Katie  Smith, 

17  58 

Joseph  Foster, 

77 

Philetus  L.  Sproat, 

1  50 

John  Floocks, 

1<S  00 

Patrick  Sullivan, 

1  25 

John  Gill  is. 

9  50 

David  Still, 

rr 

i  i 

William  Harty, 

01  S3 

Patrick  Ryan, 

1  50 

Fred  Holland, 

1  00 

Mrs.  Flanigan, 

1  54 

Patrick  Kelley, 

1  54 

Michael  B.  McMahan, 

8  SO 

$195  87 

Michael  Murphy, 

25  15 

409  tramps. 

10  09 

iNCII)P:NTALS. 

Printing  notices,  orders,  etc,  10  SO 

Pocks,  stationery,  etc.,  4  58 

Postage  stamps  and  postal  cards,  4  8'i 

$19  Of) 

Cash  in  hands  of  Overseers,  S2 
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INMATES  AT  THE  FARM  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Mrs.  Electa  Kimball, 

52  weeks 

Mrs.  Mary  Sergerson, 

52  weeks 

Edward  Despeaux, 
Charles  C.  Austin, 

52 

u 

Edward  Gabbrie, 

Ellen  Middleton, 

52 

.52 

il 

52 

n 

Michael  Coy, 

52 

U 

Mary  E.  Middleton, 

52 

C( 

James  Boland, 

52 

U 

George  Middleton, 

52 

Li 

Patrick  Mahan, 

Mrs.  Hannah  Mahan, 

31 

it 

Peter  Mathews, 

8 

(( 

32 

U 

Dennis  Pyne, 

Charles  H.  Dunham, 

52 

LL 

Thomas  Craven, 
Edward  Quinlan, 
Mary  O’Connell, 

10 

U 

52 

ll 

52 

(( 

James  Donahue, 

31 

Li 

52 

U 

John  Ward, 

52 

LL 

James  A.  Hern, 

52 

n 

Curtis  L.  Claflin, 

17 

Li 

Kate  A.  Hern, 

Mrs.  Mary  Beaty, 

12 

u 

Orra  W.  Cheney, 

17 

LL 

33 

Mrs.  Julia  Carey, 

34 

Li 

R.  D.  H.  Beaty, 

2 

u 

Michael  Sullivan, 

2 

Li 

Mrs.  Bridget  Cain, 

45 

u  . 

John  Sheedy, 

8 

LL 

John  Cook, 

52 

u 

Johanna  McCarty, 

39 

Ll 

John  Masterson, 
Arthur  O’Keefe, 

52 

u 

Joseph  Caine, 

34 

LL 

52 

Frederick  Caine, 

34 

ll 

Daniel  McCarty, 

28 

u 

Mrs.  Martha  J.  Picker 

Mrs, Mary  Fitzgerald, 

21 

u 

4 

ll 

Lydia  A.  Park  hurst. 

52 

u 

Mrs.  Ellen  King, 

24 

(( 

Mfs. Prudence  Burrill, 

28 

a 

Mary  A.  King, 

24 

ll 

Adrastus  Sherman, 

21 

u 

Harry  L.  King, 

24 

ll 

Thomas  Field, 

50 

u 

Fred  H.  Tillotson, 

23 

ll 

Charles  H.  Hemick, 

5 

(( 

Mabel  Tillotson, 

7 

ll 

Mrs. Mary  S.Remick, 

6 

a 

Mrs.  Delia  Delaney, 

21 

ll 

John  Flynn,  52 

Mrs. Elizabeth  Gabbrie,52 

Rosella  Delaney, 

9 

ll 

u 

Mrs. Bridget  Hennessey,! 

Mary  E.  McGrath, 

7 

u 

Moses  Smith, 

3 

ll 

J.  Henry  McGrath, 

9 

a 

Michael  Connor, 

5 

ll 

Daniel  McGrath, 

9 

a 

Patrick  Cunniff, 

52 

ll 

Frank  Sergerson, 

Net  ex])ense  at  the  fai 

48 

•m. 

a 

James  McCormick, 

$2659  71 

52 

ll 

Api  )raisal  of  town  farm,  $4,500,  interest,  270  00 

“  personal  property,  $3, 331. 95, interest  199  91 

$3,129  62 


Whole  number  of  persons  admitted  during  the  year,  63 

Averao’e  number  “  “  “  “  “  39 

O 

Average  weekly  cost  of  each  person,  $1  54^^ 

There  have  been  nine  deatlis  at  the  farm  during  the  year  as 
follows  : — 

Feb,  16,  1886,  R.  D.  H.  Beaty,  old  age  and  rupture,  Age  72 

April  13,  Thomas  Craven,  old  age,  “  82 

June  12,  John  Sheedy,  consum])tion,  “  23 

July  17,  Mai-tha  J.  Pickering,  droj)sy,  “  48 
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Sept. 

3, 

Patrick  Mahan,  old  age  and  rupture. 

Age  84 

(( 

12, 

Hannah  Mahan,  cancer. 

u 

79 

(( 

22, 

Julia  Carey,  cancer. 

(( 

77 

Jan. 

15, 

1887,  Thomas  Field,  creeping  paralysis. 

38 

Feb. 

2, 

Edward  Quinlan,  old  age. 

(C 

64 

RECEIPTS. 


Lewis  Hayden,  treasurer. 

Cash  on  hand  from  1885, 

$9,600 

00 

22 

18 

Income  at  the  farm. 

1821 

89 

Upton, 

119 

10 

State, 

123 

93 

Hopkinton, 

62 

1 

63 

Northbridge, 

78 

60 

Uxbridge, 

61 

45 

Abington, 

55 

00 

W  arren, 

Medway, 

53 

18 

35 

81 

Rockland, 

18 

00 

Boston, 

8 

70 

Holliston, 

8 

30 

Shrewsbury 

6 

90 

Douglas, 

i 

63 

Worcester, 

3 

00 

State  Aid, 

48 

00 

- 112,134  30 

RECAPITULATION. 

Expense  at  the  farm, 

Paupers  outside  the  farm, 

Paupers  in  other  towns. 

Paupers  belonging  to  other  towns, 

Insane, 

State  paupers. 

Tramps, 

Incidentals, 

Cash  in  hands  of  overseers, 

- $12,134  30 


$4481 

60 

3762 

93 

1343 

03 

542 

84 

1772 

06 

195 

37 

16 

00 

19 

65 

82 

BILLS  DUE  MILFORD  FROM  OTHER  TOWNS. 


Northbridge,  •  $1  00 

Hopkinton,  64  03 

Upton,  8  36 

Medway,  9  50 

- $82  89 
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NUMBER  OF  PAUPERS  AIDED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Insane,  18 

State,  53 

Farm,  63 

Other  ■^rrr')rrs,  361 

it' 


Total  495 


Tlie  Superintendent  and  Matron  are  paid  to  March  1,  1887, 
salaiy  $500.  The  Town  Doctor  is  paid  to  April  1,  1887,  salary 
1150. 

The  usual  a])propriation  for  the  Department  of  the  Poor  has 
been  $10,000  for  several  years.  The  present  year,  owing  to  the 
division  of  the  town,  and  in  order  to  reduce  ex])enses,  the  appro¬ 
priation  Avas  only  $9000,  although  we  care  for  the  same  number 
as  we  did  before  the  division.  As  the  vear  has  been  considered 
a  fairly  prosperous  one  as  regards  business,  we  feel  that  we  have 
done  as  well  as  the  town  could  expect  us  to  do,  under  these  cii- 
cumstances,  although  we  exceeded  the  appropriation  $600.  The 
expense  of  the  present  year  has  been  $2000  less  than  last. 

At  the  town  farm  the  house  has  been  thoroitffhly  renovated 
from  the  garret  to  the  cellar;  the  rooms  and  halls  have  all  been 
whitewashed  and  painted,  the  labor  being  done  by  the  Superiti- 
tendent.  Therefore  the  expense  of  the  same  has  only  been  for 
the  materials  used. 

The  suit  against  the  Commonwealth^  to  recover  for  money 
})aid  for  the  board  of  Susan  Twohey,  a  state  pnuj)er,  which  was 
referred  to  in  our  last  report,  is  still  undecided,  although  a  deci¬ 
sion  may  be  expected  soon. 

A  hearing  has  been  had  in  the  Superior  Court,  and  the  fact 
that  Susan  Twohey  was  a  state  pauper  was  fully  proved,  but  the 
claim  was  made  by  the  Attorney  General  in  behalf  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  that  the  law  creating  the  Court  of  Claims,  did  not 
cover  this  case.  Upon  this  point  the  case  was  carried  to  the 
Supreme  Court  and  has  been  argued,  and  a  decision  may  be 
made  at  any  time.  To  fully  })rotect  the  interests  of  the  town,  a 
new  petition  has  been  presented  to  the  legislature,  which  will  be 
pursued  if  the  decision  of  the  Court  is  adverse  to  us. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHESTER  L.  CLARK, 

JOHN  MADDEN, 

GEORGE  F.  BIRCH, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS. 


Annaal  report  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Milford  Fire 
Department  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  1*2,  1887. 

Giving  a  correct  record  of  the  tires  and  alarms,  cause,  as  near 
as  could  he  obtained,  amount  of  insurance  and  insurance  paid, 
present  condition  of  the  department  and  recommendations  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

RECEIPTS. 

Rec’d  of  E.  C.  Claflin  and  Lewis  Hayden,  Town  Treasurers, 
pay  of  members,  $3,800  60 

Received  for  incidentals,  800  00 

- $4,600  60 

“  of  James  Powers,  for  old  iron  and 
brass  sold  from  the  ruins  of  tlie  North 
Purchase  engine  house,  $13  75 

Receive^  of  Wm.  C.  Giilman  Hose  Co.,  No. 


$4,687  22 

EXPENDITURES. 

Appropriation  for  pay  of  members,  $3,300  00 

Paid 

Milford  S.  F.  E.,  No.  1,  455  00 

A.  Claflin  S.  F.  E.  Co.  2,  227  50 

•  Excelsior  H.  &  L.  Co.  No.  1,  547  50 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Co.  No.  1,  455  00 

Washington  Hose  Co.  No.  2,  455  00 

Hopedale  Hose  Co.  No.  3,  158  50 

W.  C.  Gi.lman  Hose  Co.  No.  4,  455  00 

F.  M.  Walker,  driver  Steamer  No.  1,  175  00 

C.  L.  Witherell,  driver  Hose  No.  1,  152  00 

C.  O.  Woodbury,  driver  Steamer  No.  2,  116  50 

F.  J.  Rockwood,  driver  Hose  No.  2,  18  75 

D.  L.  Stimpson,  steward  Hose  No.  1,  10  75 

C.  L.  Littlefield,  steward  Hose  No.  1,  21  50 

F.  J.  Rockwood,  steward  Hose  No.  2,  32  25 

G.  S.  Arnold,  steward  Hose  No.  3,  17  33 

Michael  Casey,  steward  Hose  No.  4,  40  00 

James  Birmingham,  steward  H.  &.  L.,  10  00 
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Charles  Chapin,  steward  H.  &  L., 

$  13 

33 

Michael  Burke,  steward  H.  &  L., 

16 

63 

Henry  Willard,  engineman  Steamer  No.  1, 

175 

00 

N.  B.  Fairbanks,  engineman  Steamer  No.  2, 

97 

08 

Board  of  engineers. 

295 

00 

$3,944 

62 

Expended  over  apiiropriation,  $644.62. 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  INCIDENTALS,  $700. 


Paid 

Milford  Gas  Lij^ht  Co.,  $187  98 

Milford  Water^Co.,  50  25 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  labor  and  material,  36  87 

C.  E.  Clark,  fii’e  police,  10  00 

J.  C.  Coffey,  cleaning  snow  from  hydrants  and  labor,  15  00 

Geo.  A.  Sherborne,  teams  to  fires  and  horses  for  reserve,  51  50 

L.  E.  Belknap,  labor  and  stock,  5  20 

M.  W.  Edwards,  horses  for  Hook  and  Ladder,  55  50 

A.  L.  Smith,  horses  for  Hose  No.  4,  25  00 

James  Powers,  teams  to  fires,  2  50 

Field  Bros.,  lumber,  58 

A.  Sumner,  bicarb,  soda,  2  00 

H.  S.  Cushman,  stock  and  labor,  6  70 

O.  D.  Holmes,  ringing  fire  alarm  bell,  12  00 

H.  A.  Barney,  coal,  63  34 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  coal,  6  00 

Craige  &  Severance,  re23airs,  7  40 

John  Taft,  mason  work,  4  20 

Eldredge  &  Beattey,  labor  and  material  for  II.  &  L.  house,  34  00 

G.  M.  Billings,  letter  i^aj^er,  1  20 

Heirs  of  S.  P.  Carjienter,  rent,  15  00 

H.  C.  Scott,  oil,  2  40 

Hopedale  Stable,  team,  1  50 

J.  C.  O’Neil,  pail  and  sponge,  75  * 

G.  E.  Daniels,  ringing  fire  alarm  bell,  5  00 

S.  F.  E.,  No.  2,  rent  of  room,  17  00 

Martin  Broderick,  fire  police,  6  00 

B.  H.  Montague,  ringing  fire  bell,  4  00 

A.  S.  Ciofoot,  stove  pipe,  ^  3  00 

W.  A.  Fairbanks,  spray  nozzle,  10  00 

C.  O.  Woodbury,  oil,  3  95 

J.  P.  Pratt,  machine  oil,  1  95 

J.  D.  Gillis,  repairing  overcoats,  4  00 

L.  Grow,  carriage  seat,  11  00 

D.  B.  Rockwood,  labor  on  steamer  No.  1,  8  50 

M.  Casey,  supplies,  65 

P.  Lynch,  oil,  .  50 

G.  A.  Sherman,  ringing  bell,  2  00 
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Cook  &  Sons,  printing  notice,  S  4  50 

Henry  Willard,  labor  and  supplies,  •  12  70 

B.  Ward,  cleaning  vault,  1  00 

C.  M.  Thayer,  supplies,  12  13 

T.  E.  Morse,  window,  1  60 

Wm.  C.  Gillman  Hose  Co.  No.  4,  labor,  etc.,  3  00 

Milford  Electric  Light  and  Power  Co.,  18  76 

C.  A.  Ambler,  supplies,  2  02 


$730  12 

Expended  over  appropriation,  $30.12. 

The  excess  over  appropriation  is  due  to  a  required  expense  of 
$34  for  repairs  at  Hook  and  Ladder  house. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total  amount  drawn  from  E.  C.  Claliin  and  Lewis 
Hayden,  Town  Treasurers, 

Received  from  James  Powers  for  brass  and  iron, 

“  “  Wm.  C.  Gillman  Hose  Co.  No.  4, 

water  for  lawn  hose. 

To  cash  on  hand,  Feb.  12,  1886, 


Paid  for  members  of  Dep’t, 

“  incidentals,  for  Dep’t, 


Balance  on  hand  Feb.  12,  1887, 
Total  expense  of  Dep’t  for  the  last  year. 


$3944  62 
730  12 


$4660  00 
13  75 

.  5  00 

67  87 

$4746  62 


$4674  74 

S71  88 
$4674  74 


APPROPRIATIONS,  1886. 


Pay  of  members. 
Incidentals, 


$3300  00 
‘  700  00 


$4000  00 

Exceeded  appro] )riation  by  pay  of  members,  $644  62 

incidentals,  30  12 


Total  amount  exceeded,  $674  74 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

We  would  recommend  the  following  appropriations  for  the  en¬ 
suing  year : — 

For  pay  of  members,  $3538  00 

Incidentals,  900  00 

Repairs,  300  00 

New  Hose,  300  00 


ROLL  OF  MILFORD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Chief  Engineer,  .....  JAMES  POWERS 

First  Assistant  Engineer,  .  .  .  .  D.  R.  JOHNSON 

Second  Assistant  Engineer,  ...  P.  J.  BAXTER 

Clerk  and  Treasurer.  .  .  .  HENRY  E.  MADDEN 

Milfokd  Stj]Am  Fike  Engine  Co.,  No.  1. — Foreman,  Thomas  E.  Nnt“ 
ting;  Assistant  Foreman,  Benjamin  Franklin;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  W.  P* 
Leland;  Engineman,  Henry  Willard;  Stoker,  Henry  E.  Rockwood;  Driver, 
F.  M.  Walker;  Hosemen,  E.  F.  Pond,  Win.  M.  Bowker,  A.  D.  Read,  Jas. 
E.  Keane,  Wm.  Brown,  Waldo  Hancock,  George  Whiting,  Nahum  Gaskill, 
John  A.  Boyce. 

Aaron  Claflin  Steam  Fire  Engine  Co.,  No.  2. — Foreman,  J.  H. 
Morse;  First  Assistant  Foreman,  A.  J.  Watkins;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  W. 
A.  Fairbanks;  Engineman,  N.  B.  Fairbanks;  Driver,  C.  O.  Woodbury; 
Hosemen,  Chas.  H.  Cook,  Walter  A.  Otis,  Larkin  H.  Hayden,  William  O. 
Hayden,  Nahum  Gaskill,  Joseph  Lawton,  C.  PI.  Smith,  G.  H.  Thompson, 
A.  PI.  Smith,  J.  E.  Brayn. 

Disbanded  by  the  Board  of  Engineers  May  1,  1886. 

Aaron  Claflin  Steam  Fire  Engine,  in  reserve. — Engineman,  N.  B. 
Fairbanks;  Stoker,  W.  A.  P"airbanks. 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Co.,  No.  1. — Foreman,  Wm.  J.  Stimpson;  First 
Assistant  Foreman,  John  Hennessey;  Second  Assistant  Foreman,  H.  I. 
Benny;  Cierk,  A.  D.  White;  Steward,  L.  E.  Dolliff;  Hosemen,  D.  L.  Stimp¬ 
son,  Henry  Willard,  J.  L.  Lilly,  C.  L.  Witherell,  E.  Burnside  Bates,  R.  P. 
Hadley,  C.  A.  Parker,  Walter  Steele,  J.  H.  Bates,  S.  W.  Blunt.  * 

Washington  PIose  Co.,  No.  2. — Foreman  and  Treasurer,  L.  E.  Bel¬ 
knap;  PJrst  Assistant  Foreman,  J.  T.  Berrill;  Second  Assistant  PYreman, 
Thos.  P"'.  Martin;  Clerk,  William  J.  Pyne;  Steward,  F.  J.  Rockwood;  Hose¬ 
men,  P.  J.  Connor,  Emmons  P'letcher,  Bart.  Harrington.  Edward  Dalton, 
John  Glenfield,  T.  E.  Condon,  John  J.  Ring,  M.  C.  Hussey,  T.  P.  Cronan, 
D.  F.  Ring. 

Hoped  ALE  Hose  Co,,  No.  8. — Foreman,  Thos.  J.  Coyne;  First  Assist¬ 
ant  Foreman,  Robert  Ross;  Second  Assistant  Foreman,  F.  L.  Andrews; 
Clerk,  Samuel  Pilling;  Treasurer,  E.  L.  Chichester:  Steward,  G.  S.  Arnold; 
Hosemen,  G.  E.  PTink,  E.  L.  Adams,  J.  P.  Smith,  T.  P\  Barrows,  Thad.  E. 
Stevens.  E.  M.  Capen. 

Transferred  to  the  town  of  Plopedale  April  7,  18S6. 

William  C.  Gillman  Hose  Co.,  No.  4, — Foreman,  J.  C.  O’Neil;  First 
Assistant  PYreman,  M.  Higgins;  Second  Assistant  PYrenian,  D.  O’Connor; 
Clerk,  C.  A.  Cheney;  Treasurer,  M,  J.  Buckley;  Steward,  M.  Casey;  Hose¬ 
men,  George  Julian,  P"'red  Joslyn,  P.  Coyne,  A.  L.  Smith,  Owen  Gormley, 
M.  Murphy,  M.  Hanagan,  John  Keelon,  Fred  Basford. 

Excelsior  Hook  and  Ladder.  Co.,  No.  1. — Organized  March  10,  1886. 
Foreman,  W.  S.  Clark;  Assistant  Foreman,  Herbert  Brown;  Clerk,  Calvin 
Parker;  Treasurer,  Nat.  Y.  Higgins;  Steward,  Charles  Chapin;  Ladder- 
men,  Oscar  Eldredge,  Geo.  H.  Harlow,  Albert  Whitcomb,  Robert  Hussey, 
Wallace  Marden,  William  Ide,  Elbert  Bradisli,  Geo.  Fletcher,  Archie 
McPhee,  G.  W.  Lane. 

Disbanded  May  21,  1886,  by  the  Board  of  Engineers. 

The  Excelsior  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,  No.  J,  was  formed  and  again 
organized  May  21,  1886,  by  the  Board  of  Phigineers,  with  twenty  new  and 
capable  men.  Foreman,  Thos.  J.  Connor;  Assistant  Foreman,  James 
Lally,  jr. ;  Clerk,  Geo.  Tully;  Treasurer,  John  ,1.  Manning;  Steward,  M.  J. 
Burke;  Laddermen,  John  Kelley,  P.  P’.  Callery,  E.  J.  Roach,  William 
Coffey,  John  L.  Keefe,  John  Connor,  George  Manning,  Jas.  J.  Smith,  Jas. 
Baxter,  Frank  Foley,  Peter  Cawley,  Jas.  Corbett,  Frank  IMcDermott,  M.  H. 
Sullivan,  .leremiah  Clancy. 


FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 


There  were  eight  bell  alarms  of  fire  during  the  year  ending  Jan.  1,  1S87, 
and  two  still  alarms.  Two  buildings  were  totally  destroyed,  and  one  par¬ 
tially  destroyed  by  fire  without  an  alarm  being  given.  Below  we  give  a 
statement  of  the  same  as  nearly  as  could  be  obtained : — 

Total  amount  of  insurance  on  buildings  damaged  by  fire,  $1,400  00 

“  .  contents,  075  00 


Total  amount  of  insurance  paid  on  buildings, 
“  “  “  contents, 


$589  05 
478  50 


Total  amount  paid  on  buildings  and  contents,  $1,067  55 

Feb.  3,  10  P.  M.  Incendiary  fire  destroyed  the  old  Jones  place,  so  called, 
situated  on  a  by-road  leading  off  Congress  street  opposite  J.  W.  Harris’ 
residence.  No  insurance.  The  house  was  unoccupied.  Loss  $50. 

Feb.  26,  6.45  p.  m.  Chimney  in  house  on  Ann  street.  No  damage.  At 
the  same  time  another  chimney  was  discovered  on  fire  in  house  owned  and 
occupied  by  Michael  Lang,  situated  on  Bacon  slip,  opposite  Fruit  street. 
No  damage. 

Feb.  19,  2  A.  M.  The  old  soap  factory,  owmed  and  occupied  by  the  heirs 
of  John  Marron,  Mendon  road,  totally  destroyed.  Supposed  incendiary. 
Insurance  $800.  Loss  total. 

April  14,  2.35  a.  m.  Barn  and  contents  destroyed,  corner  West  and 
Prospect  streets,  owned  by  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Occupied  by  Benjamin  Clancy.  Total  loss.  Insurance,  $600  on  building, 
$400  on  contents.  Damage  $1000.  Incendiary. 

April  18,  2.05  p.  m.  Forest  fire  on  Bear  Hill.  Incendiary. 

April  25,  7.20  p.  m.  Forest  fire  on  Bear  Hill.  Incendiary. 

April  27,  3  A.  m.  Engine  house  at  North  Purchase  burned.  12  chairs, 
2  tables  and  the  old  Hoped  ale  extinguisher,  together  with  the  furniture  of 
the  North  Purchase  Sabbath  school,  including  books,  organ,  fuel,  etc.,  total¬ 
ly  destroyed.  No  insurance.  Loss  $1000.  Incendiary. 

May  16,  12.30  p.  m.  Fire  discovered  in  a  closet  in  a  chamber  over  M.  P. 
Callanan’s  store.  Main  street.  Department  arrived  promptly  and  j)ut  out 
fire  without  the  use  of  water.  Cause  unknown.  Damage  $32.50.  No  in¬ 
surance. 

Nov.  4.  Barn  and  contents  in  North  Milford  owned  by  Thos.  O’Brien, 
partially  destroyed.  Insurance  on  barn,  $200;  on  contents,  $425.  Insur¬ 
ance  paid,  $178.50.  Incendiary. 

Dec.  23.  Barn  in  North  Milford  owned  by  Bridget  Moore,  totally  de¬ 
stroyed.  Loss  $150.  Insurance  on  contents,  $50.  Incendiary. 


SCHEDULE  OF  PROPERTY. 

Property  in  charge  of  each  company  and  the  present  condition  of  the 
same: — 

Milford  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  1,  built  by  the  Cole  Brothers,  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  is  in  perfect  condition,  and  is  equipped  with  1  set  double  harnesses, 

1  pair  lead  bars,  1  whip,  1  pair  blankets,  1000  ft.  hose  in  good  condition, 
100  ft.  hose  in  poor  condition,  11  army  coats,  2  rubber  coats,  6  pairs  span¬ 
ners,  6  spanner  belts,  6  drag  ropes,  1  Siamese,  2  hydrant  couplings,  1  hose 
bonnet,  1  wheel  jack,  1  feather  duster,  poor,  1  black  walnut  table,  4  office 
chairs,  1  bedstead,  1  mattress,  2  pairs  blankets,  2  comforters,  1  spread,  4 
sheets,  4  pillows,  2  pillow-cases,  1  looking-glass,  1  chair,  1  carpet,  1  bureau, 

2  nozzles. 

Aaron  Claflin  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  2,  built  by  the  Amoskeag  Co., 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  is  in  good  condition  and  is  in  charge  of  N.  B.  Fair¬ 
banks,  equipped  with  1  set  double  harnesses,  1  Siamese,  2  hydrant  wrench- 
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es,  1  crowbar,  1  axe,  2  hose  jackets,  1  bucket,  50  ft.  rope,  5  drag  ropes,  5 
spanner  belts,  12  spanners,  1000  ft.  hose,  very  good,  2  nozzles. 

Excelsior  Hook  &  Ladder  Truck,  built  by  E.  B.  Preston  &  Co.,  Chica¬ 
go,  111.,  is  in  excellent  condition  and  equipped  with  I  65-ft..  Bangor  ladder, 

,  1  splice  ladder,  45  ft.,  1  wall  ladder,  25  ft.,  1  roof  ladder,  25  ft.,  1  roof  lad¬ 
der,  19  ft.,  1  wall  ladder,  11  ft.,  1  roof  ladder,  12  ft.,  5  forks,  3  rakes,  18 
army  coats,  2  pick-axes,  2  axes,  5  lanterns,  4  in  poor  condition,  2  extin¬ 
guishers  in  poor  condition,  1  drag  hook  and  pole,  3  fire  blankets,  6  buckets, 
2  iron  bars,  1  wrench,  2  pike  poles,  1000  ft.  rope,  1  extra  large  rake,  65  ft. 
lawn  hose,  2  stoves,  1  table,  1  oil  can,  1  duster,  75  ft.  old  lawn  hose,  2  gals, 
vitriol,  18  coat  straps,  1  jack,  1  chamois,  1  broom,  1  box  wheel  grease,  1 
sponge,  1  stove  brush,  3  settees,  11  curtains  and  fixtures. 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Carriage  No.  1,  built  by  Abbott  Downing  Co.,  Con¬ 
cord,  N.  H.,  is  in  fine  condition,  and  equipped  with  600  ft.  red  lined  and 
500  ft.  fire  jacket  hose,  1  axe,  1  iron  ba;",  2  lanterns,  1  blanket,  11  woolen 
coats,  3  rubber  coats,  6  spanners,  1  Siamese  coupling,  7  drag  ropes,  2  lan¬ 
terns,  1  duster,  1  broom,  1  oil  can,  1  hydrant  wrencli,  1  single  harness,  1 
sponge,  1  chamois,  2  nozzles. 

Washington  Hose  Carriage  No.  2,  built  by  Abbott  Downing  Co.,  Concord,. 
N.  H.,  is  in  fine  condition,  and  equijiped  v  ith  1300  ft.  of  serviceable  hose, 
100  ft.  of  burst  hose,  1  iron  bar,  1  pick-axe,  4  lanterns,  2  pipes,  2  nozzles,  3- 
hydrant  wrenches,  1  Siamese  coupling,  10  drag  ropes,  5  spanner  belts,  11 
spanners,  15  woolen  coats,  2  oil  cans,  1  oiler,  1  wheel-jack,  2  reel  cranks,  1 
cap,  1  monkey  wrench,  1  horse  blanket,  1  set  single  harness,  1  feather  dus¬ 
ter,  1  chamois,  1  sponge,  1  stove  and  pipe  for  same,  1  settee. 

William  C.  Gillman  Hose  Carriage  No.  4,  built  by  Abbott  Downing  Co., 
Concord,  N.  H.,  is  in  fine  condition,  and  equipped  with  850  ft.  of  servicea¬ 
ble  hose,  15  woolen  coats,  3  drag  ropes,  3  sets  spanners,  with  belts,  2  lan¬ 
terns,  1  axe,  1  iron  bar,  2  pipes  (1  brass  and  1  linen),  1  Siamese,  1  sponge, 

1  pail,  1  carriage  jack,  1  stove  and  pipe  for  same,  6  chairs,  2  nozzles. 

One  Hcok  &  Ladder  Truck  in  reserve. 

Property  in  the  Engineers’  room:  1  stove  and  pipe,  2  large  office  tables, 

2  settees,  10  large  office  chairs,  6  rubber  coats,  8  lanterns,  6  badges,  1  pipe 
and  nozzle  combined,  1  dozen  candles. 

There  are  four  buildings  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Fire  Department, 
located  as  follows:  One  on  South  Main  street  occupied  by  Steamers  Nos. 

1  and  2,  in  first  class  condition;  one  at  Memorial  Square  occupied  by  Hose 
Companies  Nos.  1  and  2,  in  very  bad  condition;  one  corner  Spruce  and 
Main  streets  occupied  by  Excelsior  Hook  &  Ladder  Co.  No.  1,  in  very  poor 
condition,  and  needs  immediate  repairs;  if  not  attended  to  at  once,  we  will 
find  the  truck  in  the  cellar,  some  future  day.  The  company  has  at  the 
present  time  to  keep  planks  under  the  wheels  to  keep  them  from  going 
through;  one  building  located  on  Central  street  and  occupied  by  Hose  Co. 
No.  4,  in  first  class  condition. 

There  are  sixteen  reservoirs  situated  in  the  thickly  settled  parts  of  the 
town,  and  four  hydrants  located  in  the  depot  district,  suitable  for  steamers 
only,  there  not  being  force  enough  from  them  to  throw  a  stream  over  any 
building.  They  have  been  very  convenient  in  case  of  fire  in  this  district, 
and  have  done  good  service  and  will  continue  so  if  properly  cared  for. 

There  are  sixty-seven  hydrants  of  the  Milford  Water  Co.  as  located  and 
accepted  by  the  town. 


REPORT  OF  THE 


Trustees  of  Vernon  Grove  Cemetery, 

For  the  Year  Ending  February  12,  1887. 


Dr. 


Feb.  8,  1886,  To  cash 

on  hand, 

$100 

18 

May  17, 

u 

it 

of  Safford  B.  Boone,  Lot  No.  802, 

10 

00 

u  a 

u 

ii 

“  Wm.  S.  Crosby,  Lot.  No.  343, 

“  0.  J.  Allen  and  W.  P.  Leland, 
Lot  No.  801, 

10 

00 

U  (( 

u 

it 

10 

/ 

00 

u 

u 

ii 

“  D.  C.  Dewing,  Lot  No.  313, 

“  J.  M.  Wood,  for  wood  sold, 

8 

00 

((  (( 

it 

ii 

1 

50 

June  4, 

u 

(( 

“  D.  H.  &  A.  W.  Walcott,  lot  394, 

10 

00 

“  19, 

u 

ii 

“  W.  F.  Batch  elder,  child’s  grave, 

2 

00 

it 

ii 

“  David  Stimpson,  lot  No.  511, 

8 

00 

Sept.  29 

i  u 

ii 

“  Lewis  Hayden,  Town  Clerk, 

100 

00 

ii 

(( 

“  W.  H.  Davis,  lot  No.  509, 

8 

00 

Oct.  5 

il 

(( 

“  J.  S.  Gray,  for  child’s  grave, 

3 

00 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Martin  Jenkins,  labor, 
“  R.  C.  Hill, 

“  H.  C.  Skinner,  “ 

“  Bushee  &  Johnston,  “ 

“  Henrv  Hancock,  “ 

By  cash  on  hand. 


1270  68 


$11  25 

5  00 
10  00 

6  00 
166  50 

71  93 


$270  68 


There  have  been  30  interments  in  Vernon  Grove  Cemetery  the 
past  year. 

The  trustees  recommend  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  ceme¬ 
tery,  and  the  further  sum  of  fifty  dollars  to  make  improvements 
on  the  pond. 

The  terms  of  the  Committee  expire  as  follows :  Geo.  L.  May¬ 
nard  and  Henry  J.  Bailey,  1887  ;  Leonard  Fairbanks  and  Isaac 
N.  Crosby,  1888;  H.  C.  Skinner  and  John  M.  Wood,  1889. 

HENRY  C.  SKINNER, 

Secretary. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Health. 


To  THE  Selectmen  of  Milford. 

Gentlemen: — The  Board  of  Health  have  the  honor  to  re¬ 
port  that  during  the  year  188G  and  ’87,  the  usual  classes  of 
nuisances  in  about  the  average  number  have  been  complained  of, 
examined  into,  and,  so  far  as  practicable,  abated.  Many  of  the 
nuisances  occurring  in  the  town  are  susceptible  only  of  tempor¬ 
ary  removal,  on  account  of  our  defective  sewerage;  and  this  fact 
is  becoming  more  and  more  conspicuous  as  the  use  of  the  water 
of  Milford  Water  Co.  increases.  Drains,  which  were  adequate 
formerly  to  the  removal  of  liquid  detritus  from  different  sections 
of  the  town,  are  now  frequently  overflowed  and  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  pi\;>duce  temporary  nuisances,  it  is  tiaie,  but,  in  many 
cases,  of  an  aggravated  type  for  the  time  being.  This  matter  of 
sewerage  was  considered  at  considerable  leno-th  in  last  vear’s  re- 
])ort  of  this  Board,  and  we  can  only  reiterate  more  strongly  the 
facts  and  arguments  there  given.  The  past  year  has  not  been 
characterized  by  the  ap])earance  of  any  severe  or  dangerous  epi¬ 
demic  diseases  in  our  midst,  though  fevers  were  probably  more 
numerous  than  usual  during  the  last  summer  and  fall.  An  epi¬ 
demic  of  Intermittent  Fever  prevailed  quite  extensively,  during 
most  of  the  year,  in  the  lower  sections  of  the  town,  as  has  been 
the  case  in  many  of  our  neigiiljoring  towns.  The  cause  of  the 
advent  of  a  disease,  till  lately  unknown  in  this  section,  is  as  yet 
undetermined ;  and  it  is  therefore  impossible  at  present  to  resist 
its  advance.  The  belief  that  the  coming  year  will  see  decided 
action  taken  by  the  town  in  the  matter  of  sewerage,  which  belief 
])assing  events  encourage,  lessens  the  necessity  of  the  Board 
going  into  a  discussion  of  our  sanitary  condition,  as  it  is  to  be 
hoped  the  matter  will  be  thoroughly  ventilated  in  the  public 
meetings  of  our  citizens. 

Kes|)ectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  MACKIN,  ) 

JOHN  M.  EATON,  y  Board  of  Health. 

LOWELL  E.  FALES,  ) 
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Trustees  of  the  Town  Library. 

Term  expires  1887 :  Chas.  A.  Dewey,  Joseph  F.  Hickey. 

_  # 

Term  expires  1888 :  Nath’l  F.  Blake,  Owen  F.  Croughwell. 
7Wm  expires  1889  :  V alentine  N.  Ryan. 


CHARLES  A.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 
OWEN  F.  CROUGHWELL,  Secretary. 
NATHANIEL  F.  BLAKE,  Treasurer. 

MARTIN  J.  KELLEY,  Librarian. 


Tlie  last  year  has  been  a  notable  one  for  the  Town  Library,  as 
the  first  year  it  has  ever  had  an  abiding  place  worthy  of  such  a 
valuable  institution.  After  havino;  been  located  in  verv  un- 
suitable  quarters  for  so  many  years,  it  at  length  found  a  charming 
and  permanent  home  in  our  noble  Memorial  Hall,  a  building 
which  owes  its  existence  to  the  generous  public  spirit  of  our 
fellow-citizens.  We  doubt  not  the  patrons  of  the  library  sympa¬ 
thize  most  heartily  with  the  trustees  in  grateful  appreciation  of 
this  change  for  the  better.  The  citizens  of  Milford  may  well  take 
an  honest  pride  in  having  such  elegant  quarters  for  their  public 
library.  Since  the  last  animal  report,  the  town  has  been  divided 
by  act  of  the  legislature,  an  act  by  which  we  lost  a  considerable 
part  of  our  population,  and  even  more  of  our  wealth.  The 
appropi-iation  of  $500  made  at  the  March  meeting  was  sub¬ 
sequently  cut  down  to  $300,  owing  to  the  demand  for  retrench¬ 
ment  of  expenses,  caused  by  the  division  of  the  town.  The 
amount  actually  appropriated  was  so  small,  that  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  purchase  any  books,  had  there  not  been  an 
unusually  large  balance  of  $500  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  left 
over  from  the  year  preceding.  We  were  obliged  to  incur  con¬ 
siderable  expense  in  providing  suitable  book-shelves  and  such 
settees  for  the  ^vaiting  room  as  would  be  in  keeping  with  the 
general  environrnent  of  the  library.  We  have  also  expended  a 
large  sum  in  buying  new  books,  many  of  which,  however,  were 
bought  to  replace  books  which  had  outlived  their  usefulness  as 
well  as  beauty,  which  were  literally  worn  out  in  the  public  ser¬ 
vice.  We  have  purchased  a  goodly  number  of  substantial  and 
valuable  works  and  books  of  reference,  which  will  be  highly 
appreciated  by  those  who  have  occasion  to  consult  them.  Our 
public  library  is  now  in  an  excellent  condition,  and  is  a  credit  to 
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the  town,  and  we  believe  our  fellow-citizens  desire  that  it  should 
remain  such. 

But  one  thing  is  much  needed  at  the  present  time,  and  that  is 
a  supplementary  catalogue.  Six  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
catalogue  was  issued,  and  since  that  time  many  volumes  have 
been  added  to  our  list,  and  a  supplement  is  necessary  to  make 
our  later  treasures  available, — to  inform  the  reading  public  as  to 
the  later  volumes  stored  on  our  shelves.  We  trust  such  a  sup¬ 
plement  will  be  issued  the  coming  3^ear,  but  the  issue  will  cer¬ 
tainly  cost  something. 

The  town  division  early  in  the  year  caused  a  vacancy  on  the 
board,  which  has  not  yet  been  filled,  but  doubtless  will  be  at  the 
coming  election. 

There  is  noAv  in  the  treasuiy  only  the  small  balance  of  about 
$30,  and  there  must  be  a  larger  appropriation  than  that  of  last 
vear,  if  a  sujiplementary  catalogue  is  to  be  issued,  or  if  any  new 
books  are  to  be  bought ;  and  so  the  trustees  strongly  and  unani¬ 
mously  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $600  be  made  in 
behalf  of  the  Town  Library  for  the  ensuing  year. 

C.  A.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 

I 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


Nath’l  F.  Blake,  Treasurer. 

In  account  with  Milford  Town  Library. 


B^eb.  12th,  1887.  Dk. 


Balance  from  last  year’s  account. 

$519 

93 

Received  W.  B.  Clark  &  Carruth,  error. 

41 

07 

Town  appropriation. 

800 

00 

a 

One-half  Dog  tax  1886, 

318 

89 

n 

Geo.  G.  Parker  cancelled  Insurance  policies. 

84 

50 

a 

Hixon  Bros.,  stove, 

M.  J.  Kelley,  fines. 

1-2 

00 

u 

87 

98 

M.  J.  Kelley,  catalogues. 

4 

50 

$1268 

87 

Cr. 

Paid 

M.  J.  Kelley,  Librarian, 

“  “  “  Card  catalogue. 

$800 

00 

(( 

12 

00 

(( 

“  ‘‘  “  Covering  books. 

10 

62 

u 

F.  M.  Marcy,  binding  books. 

91 

00 

u 

Gardner  &  Co.,  settees, 

W.  H.  Hooker,  Bookcases, 

125 

40 

u 

70 

00 

(( 

T.  E.  Morse,  Finishing  cases. 

7 

45 

(( 

Books, 

541 

20 

(( 

Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas, 

17 

41 

E.  C.  Claflin,  covering  pajjer. 

7 

66 

n 

Removal  expenses. 

88 

15 

(( 

Record  books  and  supplies, 

8 

85 

it 

Ifreight  and  express. 

12 

88 

Postage, 

61 

Balance  Cash  on  hand. 

31 

14 

$1268 

87 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  The  Trustees  of  Town  Library. 

Gentlemen: — The  twenty-eighth  annual  report  is  as  follows: — 

The  library  was  opened  in  Memorial  Hall  on  March  8,  1886, 
since  which  time  1305  cards  have  been  issued.  The  circulation 
for  the  year  ending  February  5,  1887,  was  25,009  volumes. 
The  catalogue  at  the  present  time  contains  7205  volumes,  of 
which  197  have  been  added  the  past  year.  They  have  been 
placed  in  the  different  classes,  as  follows:  History,  33;  Biogra¬ 
phy,  20;  Travels,  15;  Science,  15;  Miscellaneous,  15;  Religion, 
2  Fiction,  30;  Juvenile,  12;  Public  Documents,  55. 

Forty-three  vol nines  were  obtained  from  the  U.  S.  government 
through  the  courtesy  of  our  Congressmen  ;  twelve  were  received 
from  the  Massachusetts  legislature,  the  other  volumes  were  pur¬ 
chased.  Two  hundred  and  forty-six  books  have  been  recently 
purchased  which  are  not  as  yet  catalogued.  A  large  number 
of  books  and  pamphlets  were  sent  to  the  bindery  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year.  They  returned  rebound  and  are  now  in  circulation, 
ddie  work  of  the  library  in  detail  will  be  seen  in  the  accompany¬ 
ing  schedule.  The  schedule  does  not  contain  278  books  'which  were 
taken  by  teachei*s  for  use  in  school  work.  A  large  number  of 
valuable  books  on  education  have  recently  been  purchased. 

The  books  taken  by  jiatrons  have  been  mostly  those  added 
since  the  printed  catalogue  was  published,  and  having  but  one 
written  catalogue  from  which  to  obtain  numbers,  they  are  put  to 
some  inconvenience  in  selecting.  I  should  think  it  would  be  ad¬ 
visable  to  ])ui)lish  in  some  form  a  printed  list  of  these  books.  If 
this  is  done  it  may  enable  patrons  to  discover  many  books  which 
they  would  be  pleased  to  read  had  they  known  of  their  being  in 
tiie  library.  The  system  of  drawing  cards  has  been  dispensed 
with;  under  the  new  arrangement  the  hooks  are  received  and 
delivered  without  disorder  and  more  rapidly. 

A  large  number  of  catalogues  are  unsold,  perhaps  if  the  price 
was  reduced,  the  revenue  from  that  source  would  be  greater  than 
it  is.  The  number  of  patrons  is  increasing  rapidly  and  with  the 
facilities  now  possessed  by  the  library,  there  ought  to  be  a  much 
larger  circulation  the  coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARTIN  J.  KELLEY,  Librarian. 
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OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


AND 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS, 

OF  TflE 

TOWN  OF  MILFORD, 

FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YEAR  1886-7. 


MILFORD,  MASS.; 

G,  M.  BILLINGS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 

1887. 


/ 


School  Committee  i886-’87. 


CHARLES  MACKIN, 
LOWELL  E.  FALES, 
GEORGE  G.  PARKER, 
GEORGE  E.  STACY, 
JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY, 
CHARLES  E.  WHITNEY, 


Term 

expires 

1887. 

u 

1887. 

(.<. 

u 

1888. 

U 

1888. 

(( 

u 

1889. 

U 

u 

1889. 

ORGANIZATION. 

GEORGE  G.  PARKER,  Chairman, 

LOWELL  E.  FALES,  Secretary. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

WILLARD  T.  LEONARD. 


SUB-COMMITTEES. 

Hides  and  Hegulations. 

LOWELL  E.  FALES,  CHARLES  MACKIN, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Teachers  and  Examinations. 

JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY,  GEORGE  E.  STACY, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


Repairs. 

CHARLES  MACKIN,  CHARLES  E.  WHITNEY, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


/  Text-Rooks  and  Supplies. 

LOWELL  E,  FALES,  GEORGE  G.  PARKER,  ^ 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


Fuel. 


CHARLES  E.  WHITNEY, 


JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

1887. 


The  School  Committee  respectfully  submit  their  <‘iiniu\il  report 
for  the  year  ending  Feb.  14,  1887. 

The  appropriation  for  schools  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March, 
1886,  was  $23,300.  This  was  made  before  it  was  settled  that  the 
town  was  to  be  divided.  The  act  of  the  Legislature,  incorporate 
ing  the  town  of  Hopedale,  was  not  approved  till  April  7,  1886. 
At  a  subsequent  town- meeting  the  appropriation  for  schools  was 
reduced  to  $20,000.  This  seemed  a  largo  reduction,  as  it  could 
not  be  said  that  the  annual  cost  of  the  education  of  all  school- 
children  within  the  limits  of  the  new  town  would  amount  to 
$3,300  under  a  united  administration.  But  the  Committee  made 
every  reasonable  endeavor  to  keep  down  to  the  limit  of  appro¬ 
priation  as  finally  settled,  and,  in  our  final  summing  up  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  we  find  we  have  only  exceeded  it  by  $100.93.  To  do 
this,  it  was  found  necessary  to  confine  the  i^rivileges  of  the  High 
School  strictly  to  those  who  were  legally  entitled  to  admission, 
and  thus  make  a  saving  in  the  cost  of  teaching.  Last  year  the 
total  cost  of  the  High  School  was  $6,058.58,  or  $39.60  per  pupil, 
while  in  the  Grammar  schools  the  cost  was  only  about  $17  per 
pupil.  This  year  the  cost  of  the  High  School  will  be  about 
$4,652. 

While  our  school  accommodations  afford  sufficient  room  for 
pupils  now  attending,  if  the  various  houses  were  conveniently 
located,  and  well  suited  to  the  purposes  for  wliich  they  are  at 
present  needed,  yet  the  committee  believe  many  advantages  would 
be  derived  from  the  erection  of  a  new  and  commodious  school- 
house,  on  the  town’s  land  west  of  Memorial  Hall.  Objection  has 
been  repeatedly  made  to  the  further  use  of  the  Old  Town  House 
for  school  purposes.  The  town,  at  one  time,  appropriated  $500 
for  the  improvement  of  this  house,  but  later,  rescinded  the  vote. 
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Tt  is  now  fiftooii  years  since  a  new  schoolliouse  has  been  built 
within  tlie  present  limits  of  the  town,  and  if  the  old  brick  one  at 
the  Town  House  is  abandoned,  a  new  one  somewhere,  will  become 
a  necessity.  A  building  on  the  site  named  could  also  be  made  to 
supply  the  much  needed  accommodations  for  the  evening  school, 
where  it  could  be  made  a  popular  and  attractive,  as  well  as  useful 
part  of  our  system  of  ]niblic  education.  Further  experience  un¬ 
der  the  law  requiring  towns  to  furnish  text-books  for  all  pupils, 
has  confirmed  the  belief  that  it  is  the  better  method.  As  a  gen¬ 
eral  thing  the  books  have  been  well  preserved,  and  have  suffered 
but  little  wilful  damage  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils'.  Henceforth 
it  will  be  the  purpose  of  the  committee,  as  it  is  their  duty,  to  see 
that  the  regulation  in  regard  to  the  abuse  of  school-books  is 
strictly  enforced,  viz  : — 

“Books  loaned  to  pupils  by  the  town  must  not  be  marked  upon  with  pencil 
or  ink,  and  must  be  kept  clean.  If  a  pupil  loses  a  book  or  so  injures  it  that 
it  is  no  longer  fit  for  use,  he  shall  pay  for  the  same;  or  pf  he  defaces  any 
book  or  wilfully  destroys  any  school  supplies  furnished  him,  he  may,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  superintendent,  be  dropped  from  his  class  until  such  in¬ 
jury  has  been  made  good  by  him.” 

In  view  of  the  fact  that,  during  the  past  year,  every  expense 
not  absolutely  required,  has  been  avoided,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
ask  an  increase  of  the  appropriation,  not  only  to  meet  the  naturally 
and  ordinarily  increasing  cost  of  schools  in  a  growing  town,  but 
also  to  cover  items  of  repair  and  improvement,  in  houses,  furni¬ 
ture,  and  heating  apparatus,  without  reference  to  the  possible 
need  of  additional  teachers,  or  to  any  advance  in  the  pay  of  those 
now  in  service,  or  to  a  more  generous  outlay  for  evening  schools. 
The  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $21,- 
000  for  all  school  pnr})oses. 

GEO.  G.  PARKER, 

GEO.  E.  STACY, 
CHARLES  MACKIK, 
LOWELL  E.  FALES, 
CHAS.  E.  WHITNEY, 
JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY, 

Committee. 


REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 


The  statement  lierewith  submitted  includes  all  bills  contracted 
during  the  year  ending  Feb.  1,  1887,  or  left  over  from  previous 
years,  so  far  as  known.  Under  the  head  of  everiing  schools  I 
have  included  only  the  salaries  of  teachers  and  janitors,  and  a 
bill  for  oil  furnished  for  lights,  which  includes  all  the  oil  fur¬ 
nished  for  that  purpose  since  the  autumn  of  188-1.  A  large  por¬ 
tion  of  this  latter  expense  should  have  been  paid  and  placed 
in  previous  reports,  where  most  of  it  properly  belongs.  For  a 
more  correct  statement  of  the  actual  luinniim'  ex]>enses  of  the 
school,  see  the  Superintendent’s  re})ort. 

Milford’s  proportion  of  the  State  School  Fund  was  made  upon 
the  basis  of  returns  to  the  State  Board  of  Education  for  May  1, 

1 885,  and  forwarded  ApiTl  80,  1886,  and  therefore  Hopedale  as 
a  town  does  not  appear,  and  Milford  has  received  what  the 
whole  territory  embraced  in  the  two  towns  was  entitled  to.  The 
School  Committee  of  Hopedale  have  made  a  request  to  us  to  pay 
over  to  them  their  proportional  part  of  the  amount,  which  would 
be  about  one  tenth  of  this  sum;  the  Milford  Board  declined  to 
take  any  action  in  the  matter,  preferring  to  let  them  make  their 
claim  to  the  commissioners  who  are  to  be  ap])ointed  to  settle  all 
disputes  and  differences,  and  make  adjustments  between  the  two 
towns.  Should  an  allowance  be  made  them  out  of  our  money 
received  from  the  state,  it  would  make  a  slight  increase  in  the 
amount  we  have  exceeded  our  appropriations.  ^ 

The  rej^air  account  for  the  year  has  been  very  small,  as  noth¬ 
ing  but  general  and  needed  repairs,  resulting  from  the  oi-diuary 
wear  and  tear  of  the  buildings,  have  been  made. 

We  have  received  quite  a  substantial  sum  in  the  form  of  tui¬ 
tions  from  scholars  residing  in  other  towns  attendii'g  tlie  High 
School,  a  large  part  of  it  being  paid  by  the  town  of  Hopedale  for 
the  courtesy  extended  in  allowing  her  scholai’s  to  attend  the 
school  during  the  spring  term  of  ’86.  As  the  Committee  have' 
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considered  it  advisable  to  diminish  the  number  of  teachers  and 
lessen  the  expense  of  the  school,  we  have  refused  all  applications 
from  out  of  town  scholars,  and  therefore  we  shall  not  have  this 
sum  to  depend  on  for  the  coming  year. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  a  difference  of  13.83  between 
the  Town  Treasurer’s  report  of  money  paid  the  School  Dejiart- 
ment  and  the  amount  which  I  credit  the  schools  with  having 
received  from  him.  This  difference  arises  from  the  fact  that  the 
sum  of  $3.83  was  drawn  after  the  Town  Treasurer  had  closed 
his  books  for  the  year,  and  being  needed  to  clean  up  bills  that 
were  due  Feb.  1,  I  have  placed  it  on  the  present  account,  while 
the  Town  Treasurer  has  carried  it  into  the  next  year. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Amount  voted  by  town  at  April  meeting. 
Tuition  from  out  of  town  scholars. 

Received  from  books  sold  at  office,  etc.. 

Dog  tax,  one-half. 

State  school  fund. 


EXPENSES. 

Salaries  of  Teachers, 

Salary  of  Superintendent,  . 

Salaries  of  Janitors, 


EVENING  SCHOOL. 

Salaries  of  Teachers  and  Janitors, 

M.  P.  Calhman,  oil. 


FUEL. 

Field  Bros.,  coal, 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal, 

II.  A.  Barnev,  wood. 


TEXT-noOKS  AND  SUIH’LTES. 
Text-books  and  sii]»jtlics, ' 


$20,000  00 
281  80 
94  79 
318  89 
114  61 


$20,810  09 


$14,880  26 
1499  98 
929  05 


$227  90. 
20  94 

$248  84 


$149  26 
617  05 
53  50 


$819  81 


$1266  49 
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REPAIRS. 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  general  repairs,  including  fence  in 

rear  of  Claflin  school,  $126  39 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting,  etc.,  84  42 

Chas.  Bryant,  repairing  slate  on  roof,  11  95 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  plumbing  at  High  School,  etc.,  29  31 

A.  S.  Crofoot,  repairing  roof,  2  00 

O.  A.  Ambler,  labor  and  material,  5  75 

Martin  J .  Kelly,  painting  fence,  4  00 

John  Taft,  mason  work,  31  50 

Henry  Willard,  repairing  steam  apparatus,  etc.,  9  60 


$304  92 

INCIDENTALS. 

John  Gleason,  use  of  well,  Hoboken,  $  3  00 

W.  T.  Leonard,  expenses,  freight,  etc.,  98  96 

G.  H.  Whittemore,  cleaning  clocks,  3  25 

Ann  Fitzmaurice,  use  of  well.  Silver  Hill,  2  00 

J.  L.  Buxton,  fitting  keys,  etc.,  6  23 

Milford  Savings  Bank,  rent,  20  83 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  keys,  locks,  etc.,  4  25 

J.  W.  Harris,  cleaning  stoves,  brooms,  brushes,  etc.,  78  41 

Richmond  Stone,  use  of  well  two  years  at  Purchase,  6  00 

Cook  &  Sons,  ])rinting,  83  50 

Ward  P.  Roberts,  services  as  truant  officer,  100  00 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water  rent,  107  00 

Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas,  7  53 

L.  E.  Fales,  services  as  Secretary  and  expenses,  56  43 

W.  H.  Hooker,  repairing  book-case,  25  87 

Ide  &  Boyce,  pokers,  etc.,  3  00 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing,  44  50 

Heliotype  Printing  Co.,  diplomas,  17  00 

R.  A.  Conner,  labor  on  Park  yard,  1  50 

W.  T.  Leonard,  cleaning  schoolhouses,  80  00 

A.  S.  Tuttle  &  Co.,  dusters,  brushes,  etc.,  19  15 

E.  Whitney  &  Co.,  sup.  carb.  lime,  7  20 

T.  F.  Davoren,  services  as  truant  officer,  66  66 

R.  C.  Eldridge,  cleaning  clocks,  5  50 

Times  Pub.  Co.,  advertising,  2  00 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  hardware,  etc.,  2  55 

F.  H.  French,  repairing  clock,  75 
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Hoj^edale  Machine  Co.,  setting*  glass,  $  40 

Dutcher  Temple  Co.,  repair  of  pencil  sharpeners,  etc.,  4  41 

G.  D.  Wellington,  use  of  well.  Fountain  St.,  5  00 

H.  W.  Lull,  programs  for  graduation,  12  00 

G.  A.  Slmrhorne,  moving  piano  for  graduation,  6  00 

H.  C.  Kendall,  filling  diplomas,  8  50 

G.  T.  Fales  &  Co.,  ribbon  for  graduation,  3  00 

C.  F.  Wight,  tuning  j^iano,  2  00 

Michael  J.  Casey,  use  of  well  at  Plains,  5  00 

O.  B.  Parkhurst,  “  “  Old  Town  House,  5  00 

M.  P.  Callanan,  soap  for  cleaning,  4  29 

E.  Shields,  use  of  well  at  Deerbrook,  6  00 

G.  Drew,  “  “  Fountain  St.,  5  00 

Town  of  Milford,  Highway  Dept.,  carting  gravel,  38  00 

John  Madden,  use  of  well.  West  St.,  5  00 


RECAPITULATION. 

KECEIPTS. 

Received  from  Town  Treasurer,  $20,445  04 

“  “  tuitions,  281  80 

“  “  books  sold,  etc.,  94  79 

Cash  on  hand  at  beginning  of  school  year,  89  39 


S962  67 


Whole  amount  expended. 
Total  appropriations. 

Exceeded  total  appropriations. 


120,911  02 
20,810  09 


$100  93 

L.  E.  FALES,  Secretary. 


Milford,  Feb.  17,  1887. 

At  a- meeting  of  the  School  Committee,  held  this  evening,  it 
was  voted  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  as  a  part  of 
the  report  of  the  School  Committee. 

L.  E.  FALES,  Secretary. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


To  THE  School  Committee  of  Milford. 

Gentlemen  : — In  compliance  with  the  requirement  of  your 
regulations,  I  respectfully  submit  my  second  annual  report  of  the 
public  schools  under  your  charge.  It  is  the  tenth  of  this  depart¬ 
ment  and  covers  the  time  from  Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31,  1886. 

It  affords  a  subject  for  congratulation  that  the  same  cordial  re¬ 
lations  that  marked  the  previous  year  still  continue.  Not  only  is 
there  the  harmony  which  arises  from  absolute  confidence  and 
trust  between  pupil  and  teacher  in  the  several  schools,  but  the 
same  good  feeling  is  manifest  in  their  relation  to  the  Super¬ 
intendent  and  the  Committee.  No  startling  changes  have  marked 
the  course  of  the  year,  rather  the  steady  progress,  we  trust,  which 
characterizes  true  advancement. 

The  division  of  the  town  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  cut  off 
four  schools,  though  High  School  pupils  from  Hopedale  were  al 
lowed  to  continue  till  the  close  of  the  summer  term,  upon  pay 
ment  of  the  regular  tuition.  This  somewhat  affects  the  genera 
statistics,  which  are  given  below  : — 
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SUMMAEY  OF  STATISTICS. 

I.  POPULATION. 


Population  of  Milford,  census  of  1880,  9,310 

“  “  “  estimated,  1886,  9,300 

Number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  residing 

in  Milford,  May,  1886,  1,550 

Decrease  from  report  of  1885,  157 

IL  SCHOOLHOUSES. 


Number  of  buildings  occupied,  17 

“  “  not  occupied,  1 

“  rooms  occupied,  36 

“  “  not  occupied,  4 

“  of  sittings: — High  school,  '  171 

Grammar  schools.  Grades  I. — IV.,  713 

Primary  schools.  Grades  V. — VIII.,  1,100 

Ungraded  schools,  214 


Total,  2,198 

III.  SCHOOLS. 

High  school,  1 

Grammar  schools,  11 

Primary  schools,  15 

Ungraded  schools,  5 

Evening  school,  1 

Total,  33 

IV.  TEACHERS.  ’ 

High  school,  male  teacher,  1 

High  school,  female  teachers,  2 

—  3 

Grammar  school  teachers,  11 

Primary  school  “  15 

Ungraded  school  “  5 

Drawing  teacher,  1 

Substitutes,  paid  for  actual  service,  2 

Evening  school,  male  teacher,  1 

Total  number  of  different  ieachers  employed,  38 

Number  of  teachers  employed  who  are  graduates  of  the 

Milford  High  school,  29 
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Number  of  teachers  employed  who  are  graduates  of  a 

Normal  School  or  College,  10 

Number  of  teachers  employed  who  have  attended  College, 

Normal  or  Training  school,  22 

Number  of  cases  of  tardiness  on  part  of  teachers,  49 

Number  of  half-days’  absence  of  teachers,  51 


V.  PUPILS. 

Number  of  children  between  5  and  14,  May,  1886,  1550 

Decrease,  157 

Whole  number  of  pupils  registered  in  public  day  schools,  1636 
Decrease,  91 

Number  of  pupils  rei?istered  between  5  and  8  years  of  age,  421 

8  and  14  “  “  928 

14  and  15  “  “  126 

15  and  16  “  “  79 

Over  16  “  “  82 


Total,  1,636 

Average  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  day»schools,  1,263 

Average  dailv  attendance  at  dav  schools,  1,160 

Average  per  cent  of  attendance  to  number  belonging,  91 

Number  of  half  days’  absence,  32,083 

Number  of  cases  of  tardiness,  2,538 

Number  of  cases  of  dismissal,  1652 

Number  of  cases  of  truancy,  101 

Total  enrollment  evening  school,  35 

Average  nuniber  belonging,  .  30.2 

Average  nightly  attendance,  24.8 

Per  cent  of  attendance,  82.3 

VI.  FINANCIAL. 

Ordinary  exj^enses  of  the  schools,  $19,599  61 

Repairs  of  schoolhouses  and  general  improvements,  304  92 

Expenditures  for  books,  supplies,  etc.,  266  49 


Total  expenditures  for  the  year. 


$21,171  02 


Value  of  new  books,  etc.,  on  hand  Feb.  1,  1886, 
Value  of  new  books,  etc.,  on  hand  Feb.  1,  1887, 
Received  for  books,  etc.,  sold  at  office, 


$600  42 
639  80 
78  29 
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Net  cost  of  books  and  supplies  to  the  town,  1,148  82 

Net  cost  of  the  schools  to  the  town,  20,41B  55 

Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  whole  enrollment,  and 
including  ordinary  expense,  text-books,  supplies 
and  repairs,  12  47 

Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  average  number  be¬ 
longing,  including  the  same  items  of  expense,  16  16 

Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  average  daily  attendance,  17  59 
Cost  of  Evening  school,  320  81 

Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  average  number  belonging,  10  62 
Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  average  nightly  at¬ 
tendance,  12  92 


EXPENDITURES. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  total  expenditures  for 
the  vear  were  $21  171.02.  The  difference  between  these  figures 
and  those  given  by  the  Secretary  arises  from  the  fact  that  a  part 
of  the  coal  for  the  school  year  of  1885-6,  contracted  and  paid  for 
before  the  first  of  February,  owing  to  the  limited  capacity  of  the 
bins  and  for  convenience  was  not  delivered  until  after  that  date. 
This  coal  is  charged  to  the  account  of  the  several  schools  for  the 
past  year  and  from  this  the  difference  arises.  If,  from  the  total  ex¬ 
penditures,  the  value  of  books  and  supplies  on  hand,  the  cost  of 
books  sold  and  the  difference  between  the  value  of  books  on  hand 
Feb.  1,  1886  and  Feb.  1  1887  be  deducted,  there  will  remain 
$20,413.55,  the  net  cost  of  the  schools  to  the  town.  The  expense 
per  ])upil,  based  on  the  whole  enrollment,  is  $12.47;  based  on  the 
average  number  belonging,  $16.16  ;  last  year  these  items  were 
$14.19  and  $18.50  res])ectively,  and  the  year  before,  $15.62  and 
S19.54  ;  and  this  in  spite  of  the  merited  increase  in  the  teachers’ 
salaries.  An  itemized  report  of  the  cost  of  each  school  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. 

,  The  ])osition  in  which  the  town  is  placed  demands  the  most 
rigid  economy  in  all  departments.  This  should  be  understood  in 
its  truest  sense,  and  does  not  mean  or  im[)ly  the  withholding  of 
anything  whicli  is  needed  to  maintain  the  high  standard  of  our 
schools.  The  Committee  have  kept  this  constantly  in  view,  and 
while  there  has  been  a  merited  increase  in  the  salary  of  the 
teachers  of  the  lower  grades,  no  waste  or  extravagance  has  been 
allowed.  A  liberal  policy  in  school  appro])riations  is  wise,  and  is 
sanctioned  by  business  prudence  as  well  as  far  reaching  sagacity. 
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We  believe  there  is  a  consensus  of  opinion  in  this  respect  among 
all  the  citizens  of  the  town  and  that  money  for  educational  pur¬ 
poses  is  most  freely  given.  Among  the  advantages  of  our  beau¬ 
tiful  town,  the  schools  are  mentioned  with  pride,  and  are  a 
potent  factor  in  the  choice  of  a  location  for  business  or  a  perma¬ 
nent  residence.  We  bespeak,  then,  that  generous  support  which 
will  enable  the  town,  not  only  to  hold  its  own  in  the  march  of 
progress,  but  to  keep  step  with  the  most  advanced  thought  of  our 
times. 

Plainly  the  main  purpose  of  the  schools  is  to  pre|)are  the  pupil 
for  the  great  struggle  of  life.  While  not  wholly  ignoring  the 
physical  and  the  moral,  their  main  work  is  a  careful  and  patient 
training  of  the  mind.  To  this  they  bend  all  their  energies;  the 
courses  of  study  are  arranged  with  reference  to  this,  and  those 
books  selected  which  will  best  facilitate  the  purpose  ;  each  subject 
is  so  treated  as  to  be  a  preparation  for  something  higher,  and 
Uothing  is  brought  in  that  does  not  harmonize  with  what  pre¬ 
cedes  and  follows.  Our  system  of  graded  schools  takes  a  pupil 
from  the  lowest  Primary  through  the  High  School  with  no  break, 
while  the  admission  to  College  by  certificate  seems  to  point  to  the 
time  when  there  shall  be  realized  here  Prof.  Huxley’s  aspiration 
for  Great  Britain,  that  the  state  shall  provide  a  ladder  reaching 
from  the  gutter  to  the  University,  along  which  every  child  shall 
have  tlie  chance  of  climbino;  so  far  as  he  is  fit  to  go.  This  is  as 
it  should  be,  if  the  common  schools  are  to  reach  their  maximum. 
For  the  colleges  are  not  pushed  up  by  the  lower  schools,  but  the 
excellence  and  high  standard  of  t-he  Universities  elevate  the 
character  of  all  the  system  below.  This  connection  of  popular 
with  higher  instruction  is  much  closer  in  Europe  than  with  us  or 
in  England,  and  to  it  Matthew  Arnold  attributes  the  superiority 
of  the  German  schools.  We  have  budded  well  so  far  as  we  have 
gone,  and  our  system  of  schools  is  justly  commended  ;  but  our  aim 
should  ever  be  higher,  lest  we  fall  into,  mediocrity.  Indeed,  in 
this  lies  our  greatest  peril,  for  as  the  same  eminent  author  re¬ 
marks,  “the  common  and  average  thing  is  our  danger ;  it  is  com¬ 
paratively  easy  of  attainment,  but  no  true  friend  of  education 
will  be  satisfied  so  long  as  this  is  attained  and  nothing  more.” 

EDUCATIONAL  PROGRESS. 

The  advance  in  Arithmetic  has  been  in  the  direction  of  prac¬ 
tical  application.  Large  numbers  of  concrete  jDroblems  have  been 
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given  in  all  grades,  but  especially  has  this  been  ]>romiiient  in  the 
Primary  schools.  In  the  lower  Primary  rooms  the  pupils  deal 
with  the  real  things,  and  ideas  of  number  and  their  relations  are 
acquired  by  use  of  blocks  or  sticks  which  aie  daily  handled. 
From  these  the  children  make  up  examples  or  stories,  and  the 
constant  repetitions  necessary  partake  of  the  nature  of  real  bus¬ 
iness,  and  what  was  formerly  dull  routine  is  now  instinct  with 
life  and  mental  energy.  The  Grammar  grades  work  in  the  same 
direction,  but  while  accuracy  was  chiefly  sought  in  the  Primary, 
rapidity  as  well  as  accuracy  is  demanded  here.  Ease  and  rapid¬ 
ity  require  a  large  number  of  examples  and  if  facility  only  is 
sought,  abstract  examples  are  good,  while  tlie  power  of  logical 
analysis  and  mathematical  skill  require  concrete  examples,  and 
those  that  involve  difficulties.  Absolute  accuracy  should  be 
insisted  on  in  every  case,  and  the  analysis  should  be  repeated 
until  it  is  clear  to  every  mind. 

In  Geography  the  change  is  no  less  radical,  though  less  plainly 
marked.  A  change  in  pur))ose  naturally  involves  a  change  in 
methods  and  produces  different  results.  Still,  whether  the  pur¬ 
pose  be  mental  discipline,  a  more  vivid  imagination,  a  basis  for 
business,  political  life,  historical  study  or  literacy  recreation,  es¬ 
sentially  the  same  general  method  is  used.  Memorizing  descrip¬ 
tive  Geography  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  it  would  be  considered 
a  sign  of  weakness  and  incapacity  for  a  teacher  to  conduct  a 
recitation  in  that  way.  Rather  the  physical  features  of  the 
country,  the  condition  of  the  soil,  the  vicinage  of  river  or  ocean, 
the  peculiarity  of  the  climate,  with  their  dependence  upon  and 
relation  to  each  other,  are  made  the  basis  for  determining  the 
chief  productions  of  a  country,  the  leading  occupations  and  social 
conditions  of  the  inhabitants.  Cause  and  effect,  the  working  of 
natural  laws,  business  principles,  the  characteristics  of  the  time, 
even  its  fashions  and  follies,  all  assist  in  forming  an  intelligent 
opinion.  History,  literature.  Action,  travel  and  story,  magazines 
and  illustrated  paj^ers,  the  current  news  of  the  day,  contribute 
their  share  to  the  common  fund.  Isolated  facts  and  dry  details 
are  perceived  to  possess  a  relation  never  before  suspected,  and 
a  fascination  formerly  quite  unknown.  This  study, which  was  pur¬ 
sued  for  information  merely,  is  now  recognized  as  a  means  of 
culture  second  to  none  in  our  common  schools. 

In  Writing  the  conditions  are  much  the  same  as  in  the  last  re- 
])ort.  A  pupil  begins  to  write  on  his  entrance  to  the  school,  at 
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first  with  slate  and  pencil,  soon  with  paper,  while  the  third  year 
finds  him  using  pen  and  ink  with  formal  copy-books.  From  the 
first  his  attention  has  been  directed  to  those  principles  which  un¬ 
derlie  true  success  in  penmanship,  and  his  efforts  in  the  Primary 
grades  are  truly  commendable.  In  the  other  grades,  while  the 
work  in  the  writing-books  is  fair,  tlie  general  work  as  shown  by 
exercises,  compositions  and  written  exaninations  is  far  from  praise¬ 
worthy.  A  good  penman  writes  i-apidly  as  Avell  as  legibly,  and 
for  this  much  j^racticfe  is  necessary.  Yet  the  increased  amount 
required  in  these  grades  is  made  the  excuse  for  less  satisfactory 
results.  It  is  true  that  rapid  writing  easily  degenerates  into- 
illegibility,  but  careful  effort  and  unremitting  attention  on  the  part 
of  both  teacher  and  pupil  will  produce  results  creditable  alike  to 
all. 

The  crowded  curriculum  and  the  demands  upon  the  time  of 
teacher  and  pupil  haA^e  wellnigh  crowded  out  the  oral  instruction. 
Yet  Avdth  a  teacher  well  informed  and  enthusiastic,  no  time  is  bet¬ 
ter  spent,  or  yields  more  yaluable  results,  not  more  from  the 
knowledge  actually  acquired,  than  from  the  method  employed 
and  the  habit  of  careful  investigation  and  scientific  inquiry.  By 
this  means  the  elements  of  science  may  be  taught  so  as  to  prove 
of  great  value  in  the  pursuit  of  the  study  in  the  High  School  or 
College,  while  those  who  leave  school  may  obtain  a  knowledge  of 
common  things  useful  in  the  practical  concerns  of  life.  To  be  of 
most  worth  this  will  begin  in  the  lowest  Primary,  with  lessons  to 
develop  the  idea  of  color,  form,  and  the  qualities  of  objects;  con¬ 
versations  on  familiar  plants  and  animals,  lessons  on  the  human 
body;  and  observations  of  nature  and  common  things.  Year  by 
year  these  lessons  go  deeper  and  broader,  till  at  the  end  of  the 
course  the  pupil  has  no  mean  knowledge  of  familiar  things,  and 
has  habits  of  scientific  thought  which  are  invaluable. 

The  change  in  Grammar  is  significantly  marked  by  the  changed 
name — Language  Lessons.  The  correct  use  of  the  English 
tongue,  whether  in  writing  or  speaking,  is  the  great  purpose  of 
the  study  today.  The  uses  of  words  and  sentences  are  deA^eloped 
by  repeated  exercises.  Every  lesson  is  made  an  exercise  in  oral 
composition.  Pupils  are  carefully  trained  to  express  their 
thoughts  clearly,  and  thus  with  little  technical  grammar  the  cor¬ 
rect  relation  between  practice  and  theory  is  sought. 

The  use  of  many  books  under  the  head  of  Supplementary  Read¬ 
ing  is  a  prominent  feature  of  many  schools.  No  doubt  a  reform 
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was  much  needed,  indeed,  nothing  could  be  drier  and  more  mon¬ 
otonous  than  the  reading  in  many  schools.  Now  there  is  much 
to  attract  the  attention  and  stimulate  the  imagination  and  the  love 
for  reading.  Children  naturally  long  for  that  which  is  fresh  and 
sparkling,  and  that  this  sliould  be  supplied  is  consistent  with  the 
best  educational  growth.  This  reading  may  be  ennobling  and  may 
appeal  directly  to  the  best  elements  of  our  nature ;  it  may  foster 
a  love  of  country,  a  spirit  of  truth  and  justice,  and  all  the  moral 
virtues ;  if  properly  guided,  it  may  lead  to  good  habits  in  read¬ 
ing  and  the  choice  of  that  wliich  is  best  in  history,  biography  and 
fiction.  That  these  results  may  be  realized,  much  care  must  be 
exercised.  An  undue  cultivation  of  the  imagination  leads  to  false 
views  of  life  and  the  formation  of  incorrect  ideals,  while  on  the 
other  hand  the  selections  and  the  training  may  be  such  as  will  best 
~  .  prepare  for  the  real  work  of  the  fiitui*e.  “Life  is  real,  life  is  ear- 
est,”  and  in  this  real,  earnest  life,  hard  work,  persistent  toil,  holds 
the  first  place.  No  greater  lesson  than  this  can  be  learned.  “Of 
all  work,”  said  the  Bisho})  of  Exeter,  “that  produces  results,  nine 
tenths  must  be  drudgery.  Tliere  is  no  work,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  which  can  be  done  well  by  any  man  who  is  unwilling 
to  make  that  sacrifice.”  Success  in  school-life  depends  upon  this 
principle.  Let  tne  underlying  principles  of  a  new  truth  be  fully 
explained  and  clearly  understood  ;  but  when  it  comes  to  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  those  principles,  the  pupil  must  work. 

AYERAC4E  AGE. 

Yrs.  mo8. 


Average  age  of  pupils.  First  class.  High  School,  17  3 

Second  “  “  16  2 

Third  “  a  .  15  7 

Fourth  “  '  “  14  11 

First  Class,  Grammar  school,  14  1 

Second  “  “  13  1 

Third  “  “  12  6 

Fourth  “  “  11  6 


This  table  gives  the  average  age  of  the  pupils  in  the  High  and 
the  Grammar  schools.  Comparisons  with  other  towns  and  cities 
are  always  instructive  if  properly  used,  and  when  drawn  from  a 
wide  section  of  country  enable  us  to  judge  accurately  of  our 
standing.  A  comparison  of  the  ages  of  High  School  pupils  in 
cities  taken  from  Maine  to  Nebraska  shows  that  the  ajre  here 
compares  favorably  with  that  of  pupils  elsewhere.  The  courses 
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of  study  are  adapted  to  the  wants  of  those  who  are  prepar¬ 
ing  for  further  study,  as  well  as  for  business  and  tlie  practical 
affairs  of  life.  It  is  essentially  the  same  as  in  other  first-class 
High  Schools.  The  above  table  also  shows  that  the  scholars  are 
mature  enough  to  understand  and  properly  appreciate  the  branches 
of  study  there  taught.  The  real  reason,  then,  of  any  failure  to 
maintain  a  proper  position  in  the  class  lies  in  the  individual  and 
his  special  circumstances,  rather  than  in  the  school.  A  careful 
inquiry  into  any  particular  case  will  undoubtedly  lead  to  the 
same  conclusion. 

Akin  to  this  is  the  question  of  over-pressure  in  the  schools.  It 
may  be  proper  to  state  in  this  connection  the  fact  that  the  school 
authorities  have  their  attention  called  by  parents  to  twenty  cases 
where  advancement  is  desired  to  one  where  complaint  is  made  of 
over-study.  In  the  four  yeai*s  of  Primary  school  life  the  pupils 
are  not  required  or  encouraged  to  study  at  all  out  of  school.  In 
the  Grammar  grades  it  is  more  satisfactory  if  a  little  Arithmetic 
be  performed  out  of  school  by  the  lower  half  of  the  class.  In  the 
upper  classes  and  in  the  High  School  scholars  are  expected  to 
prepare  one  lesson  out  of  school,  though  probably  one  half  of  the 
pupils  do  not  find  this  a  necessity.  An  experience  of  more  than 
twenty  years  in  the  school-room  convinces  me  that  the  cases  of 
injury  to  a  healthy  pupil  from  required  study  are  very  rare,  if  not 
wholly  unknown.  In  this  connection  I  quote  from  the  report  of 
Dr.  Moran,  special  instructor  in  Hygiene  in  the  Boston  schools, 
whose  opportunities  for  forming  an  intelligent  opinion  on  this 
subject  are  unsurpassed:  “As  one  interested  in  school-work,  and 
for  the  past  ten  years  in  very  close  relation  with  school  studies 
and  management,  knowing  something  from  my  own  experience 
and  observations  as  a  pupil  in  the  various  grades  of  our  city 
schools ;  as  one  observing  the  effects  of  study  on  my  own  children 
and  those  of  my  neighbors;  and,  as  a  physician,  frequently  con¬ 
sulted  as  to  the  health  of  school-children,  I  am  free  to  say  I  have 
not  yet  seen  sufficient  evidence  to  convince  me  that  the  amount  of 
study  required  in  the  schools  of  Boston  is  detrimental  to  the  good 
physical  condition  of  children  otherwise  healthy.  I  assume  that 
the  schools  are  established  for  healthy,  and  not  for  sickly,  pupils, 
and  should  be  judged  accordingly.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
amount  of  mental  application  now  imposed  is  greater  than  will  be 
found  to  have  been  required  from  school-children  at  any  time  in 
the  whole  history  of  education,  since  schools  were  first  established. 
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ages  ago.  And,  further,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  human  race 
has  so  degenerated  that  the  mind  of  a  child  of  these  times,  born 
with  an  average  healthy  constitution,  and  properly  fed,  clothed, 
and  trained  at  home,  and  surrounded  by  good  sanitary  conditions 
in  school,  is  not  able  to  bear  as  much  work  as  the  mind  of  the 
average  child  who  might  have  lived  one  hundred  or  five  hundred 
years  ago.'  The  influences  of  food,  clothing,  sanitation,  etc., 
alluded  to,  would  apply,  if  anywhere,  to  the  children  of  the 
humbler  classes;  but  we  hear  little  or  no  complaint  from  them 
*  about  overwork  in  Schools.” 

While  the  above  applies  to  children  “otherwise  healthy,”  it  is 
only  too  true  that  there  is  an  increasingly. large  class  of  which  it 
cannot  be  fully  asserted.  .The  prevalence  of  nervous  diseases  is 
one  of  the  peculiarities  of  our  time.  The  mortality  of  early 
infancy  has  been  reduced.  Through  a  wide  range  of  scientific 
knowledge  and  the  dissemination  of  correct  physiological  princi¬ 
ples  among  the  mass  of  the  people,  many  feeble  children  now 
survive  and  come  into  the  schools  with  weak  bodies  and  still 
weaker  nerves.  They  attempt  the  same  courses,  and  parents  and 
teachers  strive  together  to  keep  them  up  to  the  same  standard  as 
the  rest.  To  this  class  belong  those  liable  to  be  injured  by  con¬ 
tinued  study.  The  difficulty  requires  patience  and  moderation 
from  both  parents  and  teachers. 

NUMBERS  AND  AGES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during 
the  year  past : — 

Number  of  pupils  under  6  years,  148 
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This  table  shows  a  very  gratifying  result,  proving  how  strong 
a  hold  the  schools  have  upon  the  pupils  and  the  community.  It 
wdll  be  seen  that,  aside  from  slight  fluctuations,  the  numbers  hold 
their  own  for  nine  years,  reaching  their  maximum  at  fourteen.. 
This  is  in  marked  contrast  with  other  cities  having  excellent 
schools,  where  the  maximum  is  at  seven,  with  a  constant  decrease,, 
so  that  at  fourteen  the  number  is  only  one  third  the  enrollment 
at  seven.  If  children  can  thus  be  kept  under  the  control  of  good 
influences  and  sound  instjaiction,  the  duty  of  the  town  in  this 
respect  will  be  fully  met.  They  will  be  furnished  with  the 
elements  of  good  citizenshi])  and  be  qualified  to  compete  success¬ 
fully  in  the  battle  of  life. 

t' 

PROFESSIONAL  READING. 

Since  teaching  is  becoming  both  a  science  and  an  ai-t,  thought¬ 
ful  teachers  welcome  all  means  of  improvement  and  strive  to 
thoroughly  prepare  themselves  for  their  tasks.  One  of  the  most 
hopeful  signs  of  the  times  is  the  increasing  desire  to  know  the 
underlying  truths — the  psychological  basis  upon  which  the  science 
of  education  rests,  together  with  the  modifications  necessary 
to  produce  the  best  results  in  their  local  application.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  books  recently  published  upon  the  science  of  pedagogy 
shows  that  the  professional  spirit  is  thoroughly'  aroused.  Char¬ 
latanism  and  indifference  have  had  their  day.  None  but  the  fit¬ 
test  need  expect  to  survive  the  keen  competition  and  meet  the 
demands  of  this  enlightened  time.  This  study  of  the  principles 
involved,  together  with  additional  experience  in  their  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  practical  v/ork  of  the  school-room,  is  productive  of 
good  results.  The  teachers  have  formed  a  reading  circle  for  the 
study  of  the  History  and  the  Philosophy  of  Education,  and  the 
voluntary  attendance  at  these  meetings  gives  pr«)mise  of  satisfac¬ 
tory  results  in  the  future.  Nothing  so  affects  the  schools  as  the 
character  and  ability  of  the  teachers.  Experience  clearly’ proves 
that  no  outside  effort  can  render  a  poor  teacher’s  work  accepta¬ 
ble,  and  the  circumstances  are  rare  that  can  hinder  the  progress 
of  pupils  under  the  care  of  a  good  teacher.  Our  teachers,  as  a 
rule,  are  faithful  and  devoted  to  their  schools,  and,  though  differ¬ 
ing  widely  in  point  of  ability  to  teach,  natural  and  acquired,  are 
desirous  of  improvement.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  every 
young  woman  who  has  passed  through  our  schools  possesses  the 
necessary  qualifications  of  a  teacher,  or  that  because  she  is  a 
graduate  of  our  High  School  and  is  “fond  of  children”  she  has  a 
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claim  ii})on  the  town  and  is  thereby  entitled  to  a  school.  There  is 
an  increasini*  conviction  both  here  and  elsewhere  that  candidates 

O 

for  positions  in  onr  schools  should  ^ive  evidence  of  most  exact 
and  careful  preparation,  and  should  generally  be  graduates  of 
Normal  Schools  or  Colleges,  and  not  only  that,  but  should  also 
be  of  such  a  progressive  tendency  as  will  enable  them  to  keep  in 
the  van  of  the  educational  movement  of  the  age.  The  environ¬ 
ment  of  a  teacher’s  home  has  much  to  do  with  her  fitness  for  her 
position,  and,  as  has  been  said  above,  her  thirst  for  culture  and 
her  readiness  and  willingness  “to  gather  and  examine  what  has 
been  done  by  those  who  have  been  engaged  therein,  and  whose 
position  or  success  has  given  them  a  right  to  be  heard.”  The 
fallacy  that  a  person  just  in  advance  of  her  class  is  best  prepared 
to  anticipate  and  remove  the  obstacles  in  their  way,  has  long 
since  been  exploded.  Now  the  broadest  scholarship,  the  ripest 
culture,  together  with  the  graces  of  the  loveliest  character  are 
thought  none  too  good  for  the  humblest  place  in  our  schools, 
none  too  accomplished  and  wise  to  be  entrusted  with  the  care  of 
our  children  in  the  formative  period  of  their  lives,  when  im¬ 
pressions  for  good  are  so  easily  made  and  when  mistakes  are  at¬ 
tended  with  such  direful  results.  • 

TENURE  OF  OFFICE  OF  TEACHERS. 

The  last  Legislature  passed  the  following  act: — 

CHAPTER  mn. 

An  Act  Relating  to  the  Tenure  of  Office  of  Teachers.  Be  it  enacted,  etc., 
as  follows: — 

Sect.  I.  The  school  committee  of  any  city  or  town  may  elect  any  duly 
qualified  person  to  serve  as  a  teacher  in  the  ijublic  schools  of  such  city  or 
town  during  the  pleasure  of  such  committee:  provided,  such  person  has 
served  as  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  such  city  or  town  for  a  period  of 
not  less  than  one  year. 

Sect.'  II.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

The  above  was  approved  June  22,  1886,  and  is  important,  not 
so  much  for  what  it  actually  gives,  as  indicating  the  drift  of  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  and  as  a  move  in  the  right  direction.  Several  years  of 
agitation  and  an  able  presentation  of  all  phases  of  the  subject 
convinced  those  who  had  doubts,  and  united  all  friends  in  support 
of  the  measure.  The  purpose  of  the  law  is  to  protect  faithful 
teachers  against  hasty  or  partisan  action,  and  at  the  same  time 
secure  and  retain  the  best  service  for  the  schools.  No  doubt  the 
friends  of  the  measure  were  more  interested  in  the  growth  and 
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development  of  the  system  of  education  than  in  the  retention  of 
any  teacher  or  class  of  teachers.  This  law  enables  committees  to 
elect  competent  persons  of  not  less  than  a  year’s  service  to  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  public  schools,  without  the  anxiety  or  the  formality 
of  an  annual  election.  They  can  now,  if  they  choose,  make 
contracts  with  the  teachers  just  as  in  any  other  business,  retaining 
those  who  are  faithful  and  efficient  so  long  as  acceptable  service 
is  rendered,  and  no  longer.  Under  the  above,  the  teachers  in  the 
Milford  schools  were  elected  for  one  year.  , 

The  act  relating  to  Evening  H  igh  Schools  affects  only  the 
larger  cities,  and  is  of  no  special  interest  to  Milford. 

MANUAL  TRAINING. 

Much  is  said  and  written  eoncernino;  the  advantaoes  of  manual 
training  for  schools.  The  advocates  of  the  sim})le  use  of  tools  for 
boys,  and  sewing,  cutting,  fitting  and  cooking  for  girls,  as  a  part 
of  regular  school  duty,  are  many.  In  many  places  the  experi¬ 
ment,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  is  in  operation.  In  Boston  these 
branches  are  systematically  and  regularly  taught,  and  the  friends 
of  the  measure  are  enthusiastic  over  the  success.  So  of  the  sim¬ 
ple  use  of  tools.  No  doubt  these  are  valuable  and  useful  acqui¬ 
sitions  in  both  a  pecuniary  and  practical  point  of  view.  Since  in 
this  respect  all  stand  on  the  same  level,  it  is  fair  that  the  state  or 
town  pay  the  bills,  and  give  each  less  favored  child  an  equal 
chance  with  the  rich.  This  action  can  be  defended  on  the  ground 
of  increased  benefit  to  the  individual  and  the  community  as  a 
whole,  and  rests  upon  the  same  general  foundation  as  our  common 
school  education.  This  differs  widely  from  the  Auchmuty  schools 
of  New  York,  or  trades  schools,  as  they  are  called,  where  special 
practice  is  given  in  particular  occupations,  or  from  any  form  of 
manual  training  directed  to  an  end  apart  from  the  general  good. 
But  it  is  a  fallacy  to  suppose  that  such  training  gives  intellectual 
grip  or  moral  power.  The  reflex  influence  of  the  hand  upon  the 
mind  is  of  the  slightest,  and  history  proves  that  mere  physical 

labor  has  never  educated  anv  nation  or  raised  it  in  the  scale  of 

«/ 

intellect  or  morals.  The  serfs  of  Europe  and  the  coolies  of  Asia 
have  never  been  greatly  improved  in  intellect  or  character  by 
labor.  Compare  the  slaves  of  our  own  country  and  their  advance¬ 
ment  during  a  hundred  years  of  toil,  with  the  freedmen  and  their 
twenty  years  of  education  of  today.  While  on  the  other  hand 
all  history  shows  that  it  is  the  mind  which  gives  cunning  to  the 
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liand.  The  late  Dr.'  C.  O.  Thompson  of  Worcester  gives  us  kI 
specia]  ap])]ication  of  this  truth  when,  as  the  result  of  long  expe¬ 
rience  in  polytechnic  schools,  he  says  that  students  who  have 
been  thoroughly  trained  in  Latin  master  the  sciences  and  techni¬ 
cal  studies  more  readily  than  students  who  have  not  had  such 
training.  This  is  the  universal  experience  in  the  best  schools  of 
Germany  as  well  as  of  our  own  land.  That“’tis  the  mind  that 
makes  the  body  rich”  seems  to  be  not  only  poetry,  but  true 
philosophy.  The  schools  have  a  field  of  their  own  broad  enough 
to  require  the  exercise  of  all  the  powers  of  the  mind  to  the  fullest 
extent.  Whether  the  advantages  of  manual  training  afford  suf¬ 
ficient  reason  for  adding  them  to  the  already  over-burdened 
curriculum  of  our  schools,  is  a  question  requiring  careful  con- 
sidei’ation. 

PHYSIOLOGY  AND  HYGIENE. 

In  accordance  with  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  last  year,  mak¬ 
ing  the  study  of  Physiology  and  Hygiene  obligatory  in  all  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  a  text-book  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers 
and  general  instruction  given  in  all  grades.  “The  primary  object 
desired  by  this  enactment  is  that  the  pupils  in  our  schools  shall 
be  thoroughly  informed  as  to — first,  the  physical,  mental  and 
moi'al  consequences  of  ncrotic  habits,  and  second,  that  they  shall 
understand  such  other  laws  of  health  as  will  teach  them  how  to 
care  for  their  bodies.”  There  is  no  expectation  that  the  instruc¬ 
tion  will  partake  of  the  scientific  and  technical  character  of  the 
medical  schools,  but  give  a  practical,  common-sense  view  of  these 
sulqects.  Our  intention  is  to  make  the  instruction  which  was 
general  and  cursory  the  first  year  more  aud  more  exact  and  defi¬ 
nite  as  the  pupil  becomes  prepared  for  it,  and  subject  to  the  reg¬ 
ular  tests  of  examination.  Such  a  course  should  give  a  pupil  a 
knowledge  of  the  fundarmmtal  truths  of  this  science  which  he  may 
iise  throughout  his  life  in  preserving  his  bodily  health  and  in  pre- 
A-entins:  disease.  These  fundamental  truths  are  neither  so  nurner- 
ous  nor  so  difficult  to  be  understood  that  the  pupils  in  our  schools, 
Avith  ])roper  instruction,  aiay  not  acquire  such  knowledge  of  them 
as  will  be  o!  great  practical  value. 

SILVER  HILL.  : 

I 

The  school  at  Silver  Hill  was  closed  on  the  19th  of  February,  j 
nt  the  close  of  the  seventh  week  of  the  term.  The  number  of  ' 
scholars  had  diminished  so  that  there  were  but  seven  enrolled,  j 
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with  an  average  attendance  during  the  last  month  of  less  than 
five,  while  day  after  day  there  were  but  two  pupils  present. 
When  the  school  was  full  the  cost  per  pupil  was  more  than  three 
times  that  of  a  pupil  in  some  of  the  schools  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  and  it  did  not  seem  just  to  the  tax-payers  that  this  large 
expense  should  be  incurred,  especially  since  the  few  pupils  could 
be  distributed  in  the  nearest  schools  at  no  serious  inconvenience 
to  any,  and  with  great  advantage  to  some.  The  local  school  dis¬ 
tricts  were  years  ago  abolished  by  law,  and  those  towns  which 
discard  entirely  such  divisions  find  the  efficiency  of  the  schools 
increased  at  a  great  saving  of  money.  Upon  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  the  neighborhood,  the  Committee  decided 
recently  to  open  the  school  again  in  the  spring,  and  continue 
later  than  the  other  schools,  if  necessary. 

EVENING  SCHOOL. 

If  the  town  wishes  to  meet  the  educational  needs  of  all  its  citi¬ 
zens,  evening  scliools  are  imperatively  demanded.  Under  the  old 
district  system  young  men  and  women  remained  in  school  until 
eighteen  or  twenty  year^of  age.  This  maturity,  joined  with  a 
fuller  appreciation  of  their  necessities  and  advantages,  more  than 
compensated  for  the  shortened  time  of  the  term.  Now  with  our 
continued  session  nearly  all  the  pupils  are  through  before  sixteen, 
^while  a  very  large  number  have  been  out  of  school  for  some 
years.  Even  if  one  of  these  older  pupils  should  desire  to  attend 
school,  the  absence  of  companions  of  his  own  age  is  sufficient  to 
prevent  him  from  carrying  out  his  purpose.  The  result  is  a  large 
class  of  young  persons  of  both  sexes  with  little  education,  often 
with  still  less  desire  for  it,  and  without  settled  views  of  life. 
From  this  class  the  ranks  of  the  idle  and  aimless,  the  vicious  and 
the  unfortunate,  are  easily  recruited.  An  available  remedy  is 
•the  evening  school.  The  last  legislature  passed  an  act  requiring 
an  Evening  High  School  in  the  larger  cities  on  the  application  of 
a  certain  number  of  pupils.  All  the  large  towns  freely  furnish 
instruction  suited  to  the  needs  of  an  ordinary  education.  In 
«uch  circumstances  these  schools  should  be  crowded,  and  in  some 
cases  are  so,  while  in  others  the  lack  of  numbers  shows  the  entire 
absence,  not  only  of  enthusiasm,  but  even  of  appreciation.  Our 
own  school  must  be  classed  with  the  latter.  With  free  books,  good 
accommodations  and  an  able,  enthusiastic  teacher,  while  there 
should  have  been  two  hundred  pupils,  the  daily  average  is  less  than 
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twenty-live.  Such  an  unsatisfactory  result  affords  matter  for  seri¬ 
ous  reflection  on  the  part  of  all  thinking  citizens.  The  causes  lie 
deej^er  than  the  surface,  and  are  seen  and  felt  in  many  ways  affect¬ 
ing  the  present  and  future  welfare  of  the  town.  While  believing  in 
the  most  economic  administration  of  school  affairs,  we  think  it 
for  the  best  interest  of  the  town  to  support  an  evening  school, 
oj^en  three  evenings  each  week,  from  October  to  May,  for  in¬ 
struction  in  any  study  now  taught  in  our  day  schools,  on  the 
application  of  a  suflicient  number  to  render  the  class  profitable. 
We  believe  such  a  school,  with  proper  teachers,  would  receive  a 
generous  patronage  and  quickly  demonstrate  its  usefulness  and 
practicability. 

DRAWING. 

The  interest  in  this  department  has  been  fully  sustained,  and 
the  prediction  of  the  last  report  realized.  At  the  close  of  the 
term  in  June,  Miss  Smith  declining  a  reappointment.  Miss  Jessie 
N.  Prince  of  the  Normal  Art  School  was  chosen,  and  entered  with 
enthusiasm  upon  her  work.  Several  months  were  spent  in  a 
careful  examination  into  the  needs  of  each  school,*  personal  in- 
stuction  given  in  every  room,  and  frequent  grade  meetings  for  in¬ 
struction  and  consultation  held.  After  thus  becoming  thoroughly 
conversant  with  our  needs  and  resources,  she  felt  there  would  be 
no  serious  loss  to  the  town  if  she  accepted  the  repeated  solicita¬ 
tions  of  Quincy  to  take  charge  of  the  diawing  there  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  work  here,  and  now  her  time  is  shared  between 
these  towns.  This  j^lan,  while  relieving  the  Drawing  teacher  of 
no  part  of  her  responsibility,  brings  the  regular  teacher  of  the 
room  into  closer  relations  Avith  the  pupils  of  this  department,  and 
is  productive  of  the  best  results.  At  the  present  time  flat  copies 
are  almost  wholly  discarded  and  the  actual  object  used  instead,, 
while  working  views  and  the  con-ect  interpretation  of  specifica¬ 
tions  and  perspective  are  brought  into  prominence.  Experience 
clearlv  demonstrates  that  the  instruction  which  is  not  based 
throughout  its  course  upon  the  actual  object  or  model,  is  not  the 
best  instruction  and  that  any  lack  of  attainment  is  largely  due  to 
a  violation  of  this  ])rinciple  ;  and  not  only  so,  but  in  the  lower 
grades  especially  it  is  essential  that  the  object  or  model  should  be 
as  perfect  as  jiossible,  that  the  concejAtion  of  foi'in  in  the  child’s 
mind  may  be  a  true  one.  Accuracy  of  form  is  directly  connected 
with  beauty  of  form  and  proportion,  which  have  much  to  do  in 
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creating  and  fostering  an  artistic  taste,  A  systematic  course  of 
drawing  has  an  important  bearing  upon  the  intellectual  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  pupils.  The  training  of  the  eye  and  the  deftness  of 
the  hand  stimulate  the  observing  powers,  quicken  the  imagination, 
and  aid  the  general  mental  culture.  While  all  are  thus  gainers 
in  mental  power  they  are  also  possessed  of  the  knowledge  and 
skill  which  will  enable  them  successfully  to  master  the  details  of 
any  of  the  mechanical  arts. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Miss  Lizzie  F.  Toomey  died  of  consumption  after  a  brief  illness, 
Sept.  28.  She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  after 
graduation  in  the  High  Schqol  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
teacher,  and  tauglit  in  Hopedale  and  also  in  the  Claflin  School. 
In  this  capacity  she  won  the  respect  of  her  associates  and  the 
love  of  her  pupilsj  all  of  whom  keenly  felt  her  loss.  She  was  a 
most  estimable  young  lady,  whose  many  amiable  qualities  and  ac¬ 
complishments  gained  for  her  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


CHANGES  OF  TEACHERS. 

TEACHERS  APPOmXED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Miss  E.  N.  Smith,  Drawing,  January. 

Miss  Nellie  Hinsley,  Hopedale  2,  January. 

Miss  M.  A.  Aylward,  Bragg ville,  April. 

Miss  A.  E.  Sullivan,  Substitute,  April. 

Miss  J.  E.  Travis,  Park  4,  September. 

Miss  M.  J.  Kelly,  South  Grammar  4,  September. 
Miss  L.  Madden,  West  Street  1,  September. 

Miss  J.  N.  Prince,  Drawing,  September. 

Miss  L.  Hayward,  Substitute,  September. 

Miss  A.  J.  Gannett,  Park  2,  October. 

Miss  F.  N.  Eastman,  Substitute,  October. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Wood,  Evening,  October. 
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TKAXSFERS. 

Miss  C.  Y*  Wentworth,  Hopedale  2  to  Park  4,  January. 

Miss  E.  L.  Baldwin,  Park  4  to  Park  2,  January. 

Miss  M.  J.  Kelly,  Claflin  3  to  Hopodale  3,  January. 

Miss  L.  F.  Tooniey,  Ho])edale  3  to  Claflin  3,  January. 

Miss  C.  Y.  Sadler,  So.  Grammar  2  to  So.  Grammar  1,  February. 

Miss  M.  F.  Aylward,  So.  Grammar  4  to  So.  Grammar  2,  Feb. 

Miss  A.  O.  Cheney,  Silver  Hill  to  So.  Grammar  4,  February. 

Miss  S.  R.  Broderick,  B  raggville  to  No.  Purchase  Gram.,  April. 

Miss  A.  O.  Cheney,  So.  Grammar  4  to  Braggville,  September. 

Miss  K.  McNamara,  West  Street  1  to  Claflin  3,  September. 

Looking  at  our  schools  as  a  whole,  I  can  think  of  nothing  that 
would  increase  their  value  so  much  as  to  extend  the  time  of  the 
school  year  from  thivty-six  to  forty  weeks.  This  is  the  time 
given  almost  universally  in  the  cities  and  larger  towns,  and  Mil¬ 
ford  should  offer  educational  advantages  not  to  be  excelled. 
Again,  the  longer  the  time  the  schools  are  in  session  the  less  the 
proportional  cost.  There  would  be  no  increased  amounf  for  plant, 
books  and  general  expenses.  The  most 'of  the  lengthened  time 
would  come  in  June,  and  thus  but  little  more  coal  would  be 
needed  ;  the  increased  cost  would  be  slight. 

Statistics  show  us  that  when  the  ao'e  is  reached  when  scholars 

o 

can  legally  leave  for  work,  large  numbers  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity.  It  is  but  just,  then,  to  those  wliose  time  is  unfortu¬ 
nately  limited,  to  furnish  as  many  weeks  of  schooling  as  possible 
during  the  years  they  can  devote  to  study.  Of  course  people  of 
wealth  can  and  do  sujjplement  the  education  of  their  children 
by  special  instruction  and  outside  courses  of  study,  but  the  many 
are  restricted  to  the  public  schools,  whose  value  would  be  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  longer  term.  We  desire  to  call  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  subject,  believing  it  the  most  important  of  any  affect¬ 
ing  the  schools  at  the  present  time. 

If  our  citizens  can  feel  that  the  increased  advantages  so  gener¬ 
ously  provided  result  in  a  nobler  manhood  and  womanhood,  if 
honor,  truth  and  integrity  are  made  equal  factors  with  intellect 
and  culture  in  the  education  given,  then  will  our  schools  receive 
that  moral  support  and  hearty  sympathy  without  which  their 
best  efforts  are  but  little  short  of  failure. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLARD  T.  LEONARD, 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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TABLE  I.  ITEMIZED  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOLS  FROM  JAN.  1,  1886,  TO  JAN.  1,  1887. 
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TABLE  II. 

Showing  the  total  cost  of  each  school,  the  average  cost  per  pupil 
from  February  1,  1886,  to  February  1,  1887,  based  on  the  total 
expenditures  and  the  average  number  belonging. 


Schools. 

Grammar 

Rooms. 

Primary 

Rooms. 

Average  No. 
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Braggville . 

Bear  Hill . 

Deer  Brook . 

City . 

Evening. . .  . 

1 

•  •  •  > 

Av’ge  Daily 
Attendance. 

Cost  per  ■ 
Pupil. 

4^ 

CO 

O 

O 

o 

H 

Remarks. 

127.9 

$35  81 

$4652  43 
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Four  grades. 
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Eight  grades. 
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TABLE  111.  TEACHERS  IN  THE  SCHOOLS,  JANUARY,  1887 
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TABLE  IV. 


GRADUATING  EXERCISES 

OF  THE 

MILFORD  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

1886. 


Chorus  by  the  Scliool — In  Countless  Songs  Abounding, 

Mochlich 

Massachusetts’  Boast,  Lilia  H.  Dennett 

Th*e  Shorter  Poems  of  “The  Princess,”*  Maude  Dickinson 

A  Synopsis  of  Vergil’s  Aeneid  (First  Six  Books), 

Florence  V.  Clark,  Martha  M.  Egan,  Mary  Perley  Cox,  Jessie 
E.  Grow,  Carrie  L.  Tobin. 


The  Character  of  Miles  Standish,*  Florence  E.  Leonard 

Joe,  The  Crossing  Sweep,*  Mabel  L.  Godfrey 

Song  by  the  School-^Our  Hearts  are  'Brave,  Camille 

A  Recitation  upon  Carbon, 

William  G.  Clifford,  Frank  P.  Dillon,  William  R.  Luby,  Joseph 
D.  Cronan,  Irving  H.  Fairbanks,  Ernest  F.  Norcross,  Napoleon 
Eli  Tougas. 

Man's  Debt  to  the  Ocean,  Cora  Lee  Snell 

Signs  of  Civilization,  S.  Ellen  Reed 

Chorus  by  the  School — The  Bells,  Seward 

“But  in  myne  ears  doth  still  abide 
The  message  that  the  bells  let  fall — Jean  Ingelow. 

Mary  B.  Bradbury,  Abbie  Eunice  Holmes,  Lilia  F.  Hayward, 
Abbie  I.  Madden. 

Only  a  Woman,  Lottie  A.  Jones 

Olympic  Games,  Effie  J.  Craige 

Presentation  of  Diplomas,  Supt.  W.  T.  Leonard 

Song  by  the  School — Class  Ode,  Florence  V.  Clark 

All  accompaniments  by  W.  G.  Clifford. 


♦Written  to  satisfy  college  requirements. 


GRADUATES  OF  '86. 


FOUR  YEARS’  COURSES. 

ENGLISH,  FRENCH  AND  LATIN. 

Effie  J.  Craige,  Frank  P.  Dillon,  Lilia  H.  Dennett, 

Martha  M.  Egan,  Irving  H.  Fairbanks,  Grace  P.  Field, 

Lottie  A.  Jones,  Abbie  I.  Madden,  S.  Ellen  Reed, 

Cora  Lee  Snell,  Carrie  L.  Tobin. 


ENGLISH  AND  FRENCH. 

Napoleon  Eli  Tongas. 


CLASSICAL. 

J.  Samuel  Blunt,  Maude  Dickinson,  Willard  L.  Fales, 

Mabel  L.  Godfrey,  Florence  E.  Leonard. 


PARTIAL  DIPLOMAS. 
(Given  for  an  incomplete  course.) 


ENGLISH.  FRENCH  AND  LATIN. 


Charles  P.  Barnard, 
William  J.  Cook, 
Joseph  M.  Gilfoyle, 
Abbie  Eunice  Holmes, 


Mary  B.  Bradbury, 
Mary  Perley  Cox, 
Jessie  E.  Grow, 
Jerry  O’Neil, 

* 

CLASSICAL. 


Florence  V.  Clark, 
Joseph  D.  Cron  an, 
Lilia  F.  Hayward, 
Harry  C.  Tilden. 


William  G.  Clifford,  William  R.  Luby, 

Ernest  F.  Norcross,  Frank  T.  Westcott. 
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TABI^E  V. 

Revised  Course  of  Study  for  High  School. 

All  courses  for  which  diplomas  are  granted  are  those  of  four 

years’  duration. 

SCIENTIFIC  COURSE. 

FIRST  YEAR. - FIRST  TERM. 

Arithmetic  one  hour  and  Algebra  four  hours  each  week,  English 
Grammar  and  Composition,  Physiology,  Drawing. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Arithmetic  and  Algebra  as  before;  Physiology,  Book-keeping, 

Di  •awing. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Arithmetic  and  Algebra  as  before ;  United  States  Constitution 
and  Town  Government,  Book-keeping,  Drawing. 

SECOND  YEAR. - FIRST  TERM. 

Geometry,  Philosophy,  Physical  Geography,  Drawing. 

SECOND  TERM. 

History,  Philosophy,  Rhetoric,  Drawing. 

THIRD  TERM. 

History,  Philosophy,  Literature  (American  Poetry),  Drawing. 

THIRD  YEAR. - FIRST  TERM. 

History,  French,  Literature  (American  Prose). 

SECOND  TERM. 

Chemistry,  French,  Literature  (English). 

THIRD  TERM. 

Chemistry,  French,  Literature  (English). 

FOURTH  YEAR. - FIRST  TERM. 

Geology,  French,  Astronomy. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Review,  French,  Civil  Government. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Botany,  French,  Political  Economy. 

LATIN  AND  ENGLISH  COURSE. 

In  this  course  Latin  is  substituted  for  one  English  study  each 
year;  and  if  French  is  elected,  one  English  study  only  is  taken 
the  last  two  years. 

CLASSICAL  COURSE.— FOUR  YEARS. 

Same  as  English  and  Latin  the  first  year.  Greek  begins  the 
second  year.  The  other  studies  depend  on  the  requirements  of 
the  college  for  which  the  different  students  are  preparing. 

GENERAL  EXERCISES. 

Rhetoricals  and  reviews,  on  every  second  Monday,  are  required 
of  every  pupil  of  every  course.  Instruction  in  vocal  music  each 
morning. 


35 


TABLE  YI. 

School  Calendar  1887. 


Winter  term. 

Commences : 

<(  All  Schools,  Jan.  3. 

Closes: 

f  High  School,  March  25. 

(  Other  Schools,  March  18. 

Y  acation : 

j  High  School,  one  week. 

(  Other  Schools,  two  weeks. 

Spring  Term. 

Commences  : 

<[  All  Schools,  April  1. 

Closes : 

(  High  School,  June  24. 

(  Other  Schools,  June  10. 

• 

Yacation : 

(  High  School,  ten  weeks. 

.  (  Other  Schools,  twelve  weeks. 

Fall  Term. 

Commences  : 

All  Schools,  Sept.  5. 

Closes  : 

(  High  School,  Dec.  23. 

(Other  Schools,  Dec.  16. 

Yacation  : 

f  High  School,  one  week. 

^  Other  Schools,  two  weeks. 

. 

SCHOOL 

SESSIONS. 

High  School. — April  to  November,  8  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m.  Novem¬ 
ber  to  April,  8:30  a.  m.  to  1  :30  p.m. 
Grammar  Schools. — 9  a.  m.  to  12  m.  ;  1 :30  to  4  p.  m. 

Primary  Schools. — 9  a.  m.  to  12  m.  ;  1  :30  to  3  :30  p.  m. 


/ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THK 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MILFORD, 


CONTAINING  KEPOKT8  OF  THE 


Collector,  Treasurer,  Selectmen,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  School  Ccm- 
mittee.  Engineers,  Board  of  Health,  Town  Clerk,  Park  Com¬ 
missioners,  Trustees  of  the  Town  Library,  Trustees 
of  Vernon  Grove  Cemetery,  and  Com¬ 
missioners  in  Milford-Hopedale 
Settlement, 

V 

For  the  Year  Ending  February  17, 1888. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

«.  M.  BILLINGS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 

1888. 


TO  THE  TAX-PAYERS  OF  MILFORD. 


In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the  appropriations 
have  been  exceeded  during  the  current  year,  the  Selectmen 
deem  it  only  right  that  the  citizens  should  know  where  and  how 
the  extra  money  has  been  expended  ;  and  as  a  preface  to  this  re¬ 
port  we  wish  to  state  some  of  the  improvements  made  and  extra 
expense  incurred.  In  the  first  place  came  the  settlement  with 
Hopedale  on  the  division  of  the  town.  After  meeting  the  com¬ 
missioners  two  or  three  times,  a  settlement  was  completed  which 
we  think  was  a  satisfactory  one,  Hopedale  paying  Milford  15  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  town  debt,  amounting  in  round  numbers  to 
$18,436.95.  Now  in  regard  to  appropriations:  There  was  no  pro¬ 
vision  for  making  the  improvements  in  Memorial  Hall  Square, 
none  for  moving  the  hose  house  and  making  necessary  repairs, 
and  none  for  paying  land  damage  to  abutters  in  said  square. 
Town  bonds  coming  due  this  year  have  been  paid  amounting  to 
$25,000,  or  $6,563.05  more  than  the  amount  paid  Milford  by 
Hopedale.  The  amount  of  expense  incurred  by  making  the  alter¬ 
ations  in  Memorial  Square  and  paying  damages  amounts  to 
$7,496.29.  One  suit  for  damages  has  cost  the  town  $1,112.95; 
other  cases  settled  on  account  of  defective  highways,  $1,265.65 ; 
total,  $2,378.60.  Cost  of  trying  Shea  cases,  $325.50,  making  total 
amount  paid  for  damages  (for  which  there  was  no  appropriation), 
$2704.10.  We  wish  to  state  that  out  of  seven  cases  which  have 
been  settled  this  year,  all  but  one  of  them  were  carried  over  from 
last  year  and  left  to  the  present  board  of  Selectmen  to  settle, 
which  has  been  done  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  there  is  at 
present  no  case  of  any  kind  against  the  town,  that  we  know  of. ' 

The  Highway  Department  is  under  obligation  to  Norcross 
Bros,  for  several  thousand  loads  of  stone,  which  have  been 
crushed  and  put  on  the  streets  of  the  town.  In  regard  to  the 
stone  crusher,  we  wish  to  say  a  word.  In  a  perusal  of  the  expen¬ 
ditures  in  the  Selectmen’s  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  has  cost 
quite  a  large  sum  of  money  to  keep  the  old  crusher  in  repair,  and 
we  would  earnestly  recommend  that  the  town  purchase  one 
of  the  improved  make.  It  is  our  opinion  that  the  town  would 
save  the  price  of  a  new  one  in  two  years,  as  crushed  stone  is  the 
only  material  which  we  can  get  for  our  roads,  the  gravel  pits  in 
the  vicinity  being  practically  exhausted.  In  the  matter  of  ma¬ 
king  arrangements  with  the  Fire  Department,  so  as  not  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  Highway  Department  in  regard  to  furnishing 
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horses,  no  satisfactory  arrangement  has  as  yet  been  made,  as  we 
were  unable  to  find  horses  that  were  suitable  for  the  steamer; 
consequently  we  were  obliged  to  furnish  one  pair  ot  horses  and 
driver  at  the  expense  of  the  Highway  Department  the  past  year. 
We  have  contracted  for  horses  for  hose  carriages,  and  the  plan 
has  proved  to  a  certain  extent  satisfactory. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  two  men  nightly  acting 
as  street  patrol,  their  services  ending  Jan.  1,  1888.  Two  men 
were  also  appointed  for  East  Main  street,  many  tax-payers  in 
that  vicinity  making  complaints  and  requesting  us  to  make  the 
appointments  which  was  done,  the  men  being  on  duty  two  nights 
in  the  week  (Saturday  and  Sunday).  This  was  an  additional  ex¬ 
pense  to  the  town  and  we  would  recommend  that  some  provision 
be  made  in  the  future  to  meet  such  expense,  as  it  is  our  opinion 
that  a  street  patrol  is  necessary.  In  conclusion  there  is  one  mat¬ 
ter  about  which  we  wish  to  make  a  statement,  that  is  concerning, 
repairs  on  Lawrence  street.  At  the  March  meeting  held  in  1887, 
it  was  voted  to  appropriate  $500  for  repairs  on  said  street ;  the 
amount  expended  to  date  is  $275.42.  The  reason  that  the  full 
amount  was  not  expended  is  that  we  found  it  impossible  to  com¬ 
plete  the  rej)airs  on  account  of  not  being  able  to  procure  gravel, 
without  which  we  could  not  complete  the  work  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1887. 


Highways, 

Incidentals, 

Gas  and  Electric  laghts, 

Town  Library, 

Schools, 

Poor  Department, 

Interest, 

Water  for  Fire  Purposes, 

Vernon  Grove  Cemetery, 

Military  Aid, 

Fire  Department, 

Memorial  Day, 

Town  Park, 

Concrete  Sidewalks, 

Town  Debt, 

Plans  and  Surveys  for  Sewerage  Committee, 
Special  repairs  on  Lawrence  Street, 

Seven  Street  Lights, 


$  8,000 
5,0b0 
3,000 


500 


20,500 

9,000 

5,500 

3,000 


150 

600 


4,600 


100 

75 

500 


5,000 

1,200 


500 

125 


Total, 


$67,350 


REPORT  OF  COMMISSIONERS. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Worcester,  ss.  Superior  Court. 

The  Town  of  Hope  dale  ) 
vs.  > 

The  Town  of  Milford.  ) 

The  undersigned,  who  were  upon  the  application  of  said 
Town  of  Hopedale  appointed  commissioners  by  a  decree  of  the 
Superior  Court  for  the  County  of  Worcester,  entered  on  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  Feb.  1887,  (as  appears  by  a  duly  attested 
copy  thereof  issued  to  us  and  which  is  herewith  returned,)  to  de¬ 
termine  under  Section  5,  Chap.  126  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  of  1886,  the  amount  of  the  net  public  debt  of  said  Town  of 
Milford  which  said  Town  of  Hopedale  is  to  assume  under  said 
section,  submit  the  following  report  of  their  doings  thereunder. 

The  Commissioners  met  at  Boston  June  25th,  A.  D.  1887,  and 
appointed  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  then  next,  at  the  Court  House 
in  Boston,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  fore¬ 
noon,  as  the  time  and  place  to  hear  all  j)arties  interested  in  the 
subject  matter  of  said  decree,  and  issued  notice  thereof  in  writing 
to  be  duly  served  upon  each  of  said  towns,  and  which  was  duly 
served,  as  appears  by  said  notice  and  the  return  thereon  herewith 
transmitted. 

At  the  time  and  place  appointed  in  said,  notice  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  met  the  several  parties,  who  appeared  and  were  represent¬ 
ed  as  follows,  the  Town  of  Hopedale  being  re])resented  by  Thomas 
G.  Kent,  Esq.,  and  the  Town  of  Milford  by  William  Gaston  and 
Henry  E.  Fales,  Esquires.  There  were  also  present  several  of 
the  public  officers  of  each  town.  The  Town  of  Milford  hied  its 
claim,  or  what  the  counsel  termed  its  declaration,  in  writing  be¬ 
fore  the  Commissioners,  and  subsequently  upon  request  the  Town 
of  Hopedale  hied  its  answer  thereto,  presenting  its  claim  so  far 
as  it  was  then  able  to  do  so,  both  of  which  are  herewith  transmit¬ 
ted.  Subsequent  meetings  were  held  l)y  adjournment  on  the  20th 
and  22nd  days  of  July,  1887,  on  which  latter  day  the  jiarties  hied 
with  the  Commissioners  a  written  agreement  which  is  also  here¬ 
with  returned. 

And  now  having  fully  lieard  the  parties,  and  duly  considered 
their  evidence,  admissions  and  arguments,  we,  the  said  CommiS' 
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gioners,  do  award  and  determine  in  respect  of  the  matters  submit¬ 
ted  to  us,  by  virtue  of  said  decree  of  the  Court  substantially  in 
accordance  with  the  agreement  of  the  parties  above  referred  to, 
as  follows : — 

1.  That  the  Town  of  Hopedale  shall  assume  fifteen  per  cent 
of  the  bonds  of  the  Town  of  Milford  outstanding  at  the  date  of 
the  division,  to  wit, — 

Coupon  bonds  for  the  sura  of  forty  thousand  dollars  ($40,000), 
bearing  date  Nov.  1, 1878,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
cent  per  annum. 

Coupon  bonds  for  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 
($20,000),  bearing  date  Aug.  10,  1867,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent  per  annum. 

Coupon  bonds  for  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars 
($30,000),  bearing  date  Aug.  10,  1867,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent  per  annum. 

That  said  bonds  shall  be  paid  at  maturity  in  tlie  proportion 
of  eighty-five  per  cent  by  the  Town  of  Milford  and  fifteen  per 
cent  by  the  Town  of  Hopedale. 

That  all  the  interest  on  said  bonds  due  at  the  time  of  the  di¬ 
vision  and  accrning  thereafter  up  to  the  time  of  maturity  of  the 
several  bonds,  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  proportion,  and  if  either 
party  shall  pay  more  than  its  share  of  the  same,  said  excess  may 
oe  recovered  by  it  of  the  other  party  in  an  action  of  contract. 

2.  That  the  Town  of  Hopedale  shall  assume  fifteen  per  cent 
of  five  promissory  notes,  as  follows; — 

A  note  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  ($15,000),  dated  Oct.  30,  1883» 

A  note  of  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000),  dated  Jan.  6,  1886. 

A  note  of  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000),  dated  Feb.  11,  1886. 

A  note  of  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000),  dated  March  5,  1886. 

A  note  of  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000),  dated  March  27,1886. 

All  payable  to  the  order  of  the  Milford  Savings  Bank. 

That  said  Town  of  Hopedale  shall  also  assume  fifteen  per 
cent  of  all  the  interest  due  on  said  notes  at  the  time  of  the  divi¬ 
sion,  and  of  all  the  interest  that  has  accrued  thereon  to  this  date, 
and  fifteen  per  cent  of  any  interest  that  may  accrue  until  said 
Town  of  Hopedale  shall  offer  to  pay  its  share  of  said  notes.  And 
that  the  Town  of  Milford  shall  assume  and  pay  eighty-five  per 
cent  of  said  indebtedness  of  said  notes  and  interest  as  aforesaid; 
and  if  either  party  shall  pay  more  than  its  share  of  the  same  as 
aforesaid,  said  excess  may  be  recovered  by  it  of  the  other  party 
in  an  action  of  contract. 

3.  That  said  Town  of  Hopedale  shall  assume  and  pay  to  the 
Town  of  Milford,  as  a  part  of  its  debt  due  at  the  time  of  the  di¬ 
vision,  fifteen  per  cent  of  the  sum  of  twenty-six  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  dollars  due  for  incidental  and  current  expenses  in 
full  therefor,  and  fifteen  per  cent  of  the  damages  awarded  and 
to  be  paid  in  settlement  of  damages  for  taking  land  for  Memorial 
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Square,  so  called,  the  whole  amount  of  said  damages  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  sixty  five  hundred  dollars  ($6,500). 

4.  That  the  Town  of  Milford  shall  pay  to  the  Town  of 
Hopedale  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100),  deposited  with 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Milford  by  Sarah  Whipple,  in  her 
life  time,  for  the  care  of  her  lot  in  the  cemetery,  and  that  the 
Town  of  Hopedale  shall  give  to  the  representatives  of  said  Sarah 
Whipple  its  certificate  for  the  due  use  of  said  money  upon  the 
surrender  to  said  Town  of  Milford  of  its  note  or  obligation  for 
the  same  sum  and  purpose,  and  this  shall  be  in  final  settlement  of 
the  claim  of  the  Town  of  Milford  in  relation  to  the  seven  ceme¬ 
tery  notes  named  in  its  claim. 

The  foregoing  were  all  the  claims  insisted  on  by  the  Town  of 
Milford  against  the  Town  of  Hopedale  in  this  settlement  of  in¬ 
debtedness. 

And  in  further  pursuance  of  the  agreement  of  the  parties  for 
the  purposes  of  this  settlement,  we  do  also  award  and  determine — 

5.  That  in  partial  payment  of  said  indebtedness  as  stated 
above,  the  following  sums  shall  be  deducted  from  the  whole 


amount  of  the  town  debt  as  cash  assets,  viz  : — 

Cash  in  treasury  at  time  of  division,  $3,971  26 

Cash  in  hands  of  State  Treasurer,  for  State  aid,  4,459  50 

Cash  in  hands  of  State  Treasurer,  for  Military  aid,  1,023  00 

Balance  of  rent  of  Lockup  and  Town  House,  50  00 

Uncollected  taxes,  1,258  71  ■ 


6.  That  in  the  settlement  of  the  personal  assets  between  the 
two  towns,  the  Town  of  Milford  shall  pay  to  the  Town  of  Hope- 
dale  the  liquidated  sum  of  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars 
($1,136.00),  in  adjustment  of  the  claim  of  the  Town  of  Hopedale 
for  said  personal  assets. 

And  we  further  award  and  determine  that  the  costs  of  this 
hearing  and  the  fees  and  expenses  of  the  Commissioners  shall  be 
borne  equally  by  the  two  towns. 

Sept.  17,  1887. 

Fees  and  expenses  $350. 

SIMEON  BORDEN, 

A.  B.  ENDICOTT, 

WM.  L.  CLARK, 

Commissioners. 

Filed  Sept.  20,  1887,  and  accepted  by  the  Court. 

Attest:  T.  S.  Johnson,  Clerk. 

A  Copy, 

Attest:  WM.  T.  HARLOW, 

Assistant  Clerk. 


TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT. 


In  presenting  this  annual  report,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  condition  of  the  records  and  different  matters  in  relation  to 
the  office  which  have  come  to  my  notice  during  the  year.  As 
■soon  as  possible  after  assuming  the  duties  of  the  office,  I  located 
in  the  Town  House,  believing  that  the  office  should  be  so  situated 
as  to  be  of  easy  access  to  the  town  vault,  where  a  lai*ge  portion  of 
the  records  are  kept,  and  for  which,  as  I  found  during  the  year, 
frequent  calls  are  made  by  citizens  seeking  information  concern¬ 
ing  town  affairs.  It  was  then  thought  best  that  thjL‘  former 
custom  of  leaving  the  keys  in  the  Selectmen’s  room,  and  allowing 
those  who  sought  any  information  from  the  records  in  the  vault 
to  enter  the  same,  (which  resulted  in  the  confusion  and  vlisorder 
that  now  exists  therein,)  should  be  abolished,  and  the  keys  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  clerk,  where  by  application  they  could  be  ob¬ 
tained,  and  if  any  record  was  desired,  it  could  be  furnished  and 
replaced  in  its  proper  position  by  him.  This  chanoe,  while  it 
entails  extra  work,  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  those  citizens 
who  used  the  records,  and  insured  the  safety  of  the  same  by 
reducing  the  liability  to  loss. 

During  the  past  year  it  was  made  evident,  owing  to  the 
several  law'  suits  in  which  the  town  was  engaged,  and  for  which 
different  records  were  needed,  that  some  system  should  be  adopt¬ 
ed  for  the  filing  of  records  in  the  vault,  and  I  would  recomtUend 
that  the  same  receive  a  thorough  overhauling  and  that  a  cabinet 
of  drawers  be  constructed  in  which  could  be  placed,  in  order  as  to 
years,  the  bills,  orders,  communications*  etc.,  of  each  year,  all 
being  finally  indexed  in  a  book  so  that  any  information  desired 
could  be  readily  and  easily  found,  instead  of  the  necessary  delay 
now  consequent  upon  its  disordei’cd  condition.  It  was  with  sur¬ 
prise  that  I  learned,  in  looking  over  the  Record  of  Highways  (a 
book  in  which  the  laying  out  of  the  town  ways  ai-e  recorded), 
and  by  consultation  with  a  civil  engineer  who  has  surveyed  sev¬ 
eral  of  our  streets,  that  the  recoi’ds  are  very  indefinite,  aiid  in 
case  of  certain  streets,  there  are  at  present  no  bounds  because  of 
the  removal  of  buildings  and  fen<*(*s  which  in  former  times  w'ere 
used  as  bounds.  Therefore,  in  order  to  have  accurate  records 
and  bounds,  it  will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to  ingke  a 
general  survey  of  the  streets. 

There  were  issued  and  recorde<I  in  the  Clerk’s  office  62  liquor- 
licenses,  showing  an  increase  over  the  })revious  year,  when  ^  46 
were  issued.  Received  for  licenses  in  1(S87,  $7,616.50,  while  in 
1886,  $6,075  was  received. 
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Number  of  licenses  issued  to  dealers  in  oleomargarine,  2; 
received  for  the  same  $1.00. 

Auctioneers’  licenses  recorded,  7 

Pool  and  billiard  licenses  recorded,  17 


Dog  Licenses. 


Whole  number  licensed, 

Males,  3ll;  females,  48. 

Amount  received  for  same. 

359 

$862  00 

Amount  sent  county  treasurer. 

790  20 

Number  licensed  last  year. 

334 

Amount  received  last  year. 

$779  00 

Increase  over  previous  yeai-, 

83  00 

Mortgage  Records. 

Personal  property  mortgages  recorded,  59 

Assignment  of  wages,  29 

Transfer  of  mortgage,  1;  bills  of  sale,  3;  foreclosure  notice,  1; 
mortgages  discharged,  11. 


Married  Women. 

Certificates  recorded  of  married  women  doing  business  on 
separate  account,  3. 


Marriages. 

Intentions  issued, 

Marriages  recorded, 

Number  solemnized  in  town, 

“  elsewhere  in  Massachusetts, 

“  in  Maine, 

“  Rhode  Island, 

“  New  York, 


Second  ‘‘ 

Third 

Fourth  “ 


it 


Average  age  of  groom, 
“  bi'ide, 

Oldest  groom, 

“  bridt'. 

Youngest  groom, 

“  bride, 


71 

71 


49 

17 

2 

2 

1 


—  71 

52, 

brides,  59, 

111 

18, 

11, 

29 

h 

1 

L 

1 

71 

71 

32 

28 

142 

74 

68 

20 

18 

• 

9 


Grooms  whose  age  exceeds  bride’s, 

Brides  whose  age  exceeds  groom’s, 

Same  age,  in  years. 

Greatest  difference  in  ages  of  one  couple,  28  years. 


51 

11 

9 


Births. 


Whole  number  registered. 

205 

Number  of  males, 

103 

“  females, 

102 

205 

Children  of  foreign  parentage. 

65 

“  native  “ 

109 

“  mixed  “ 

30 

“  unknown  “ 

1 

205 

Number  of  instances  of 

twins, 

2 

Illegitimate, 

4 

Foundling, 

1 

Born  in  January, 

males 

4, 

females  8, 

12 

February, 

u 

14, 

u 

5, 

19 

March, 

(( 

4, 

u 

15, 

19 

April, 

(( 

7, 

u 

9, 

16 

May, 

(( 

10, 

5, 

15 

June, 

(( 

11, 

it 

b, 

16 

July, 

(( 

7, 

u 

10, 

17 

August, 

(( 

17, 

(( 

12, 

29 

September, 

ii 

12, 

(( 

8, 

20 

October, 

it 

5, 

u 

10, 

15 

November, 

u 

7, 

6, 

13 

December, 

5, 

u 

9, 

14 

1 

103, 

102, 

205 

Deaths. 

N  umber  recorded. 

190 

Died  in  January, 

males 

9, 

females 

9, 

15 

February, 

(( 

8, 

10, 

18 

March, 

(( 

8, 

u 

13, 

21 

April, 

(( 

7, 

13, 

20 

May, 

(( 

10, 

u 

5, 

15 

June, 

(( 

9, 

(( 

10, 

19 

July, 

(( 

8, 

(( 

7, 

15 

August, 

(( 

9, 

(( 

6, 

15 

September, 

a 

6, 

u 

3, 

9 

October, 

(( 

7, 

« 

10, 

17 

November, 

(( 

5, 

n 

8, 

13 

December, 

(( 

7, 

n 

6, 

13 

93, 

97, 

190 

10 


Condition  of  Persons 

Deceased. 

Married, 

males  36, 

females,  33, 

69 

Single, 

Widowers, 

“  46, 

“  37, 

83 

11, 

widows,  27, 

38 

93, 

97, 

190 

Causes 

of  death,  as  reported  by 

various  physicians: 

Con- 

sumption,  37;  pneumonia,  19;  apoplexy,  5;  heart  disease,  9;  old 
age,  7;  typhoid  fever,  5;  cholera  infantum,  5;  Bright’s  disease, 
5;  paralysis,  4;  enteritis,  3;  convulsions,  8;  railroad  accidents, 
2 ;  drowning,  1 ;  various  other  causes,  85. 

Where  deceased  were  buried.  Catholic  Cemetery,  103; 
Pine  Grove,  12;  Vernon  Grove,  37 ;  North  Purchase,  1;  out  of 
town,  37. 

.  / 

Town  Meetings. 

March  7,  1887;  May  2,  1887;  May  30,  1887;  September  6, 
1887;  Nov.  8,  1887.  Total,  5. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  T.  McLOUGHLIN, 

Town  Clerk. 


Report  of  Town  Park  Commissioners. 

RECEIPTS. 

Town  appropriation,  $75  00 

Sale  of  old  fence,  15  00 

-  $90  00 

EXPENDED. 


Hugh  Smith,  labor, 
Wm.  F.  Reynolds,  “ 

A.  S.  Cooke,  “ 

John  Coffee,  “ 

Henry  Schultz,  “ 

Patrick  McEnnelly,  “ 
Oliver  D.  Holmes,  police, 
Bartlett  &  Ellis,  grass  seed, 
Cfpok  &  Sons,  printing. 
Field  Brothers,  lumber, 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co., 
Thomas  &  Walcott, 


$32  00 
1  25 
1  00 
9  00 
4  20 

4  25 

5  00 
1  13 
1  50 
3  49 

35 
1  07 

-  $64  24 

C.  W.  WILCOX, 

DWIGHT  RUSSELL, 
HENRY  E.  FALES, 

Park  Commissioners. 


REPORT  OF 


THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


EXPENSE  AT 

THE  FARM. 

• 

Salary  of  Superintendent, 

$600 

00 

Grain, 

Meat, 

565 

67 

322 

13 

Hired  help. 

247 

00 

Flour, 

230 

50 

Butter, 

177 

10 

Dry  Goods, 

148 

39 

Coal, 

154 

31 

Oxen, 

137 

00 

Horse,  paid  for  exchange. 

115 

00 

Hardware,  plumbing,  etc.. 

114 

51 

Salt  fish. 

'  109 

33 

Clothing, 

105 

35 

Medicine, 

101 

21 

Cows, 

100 

00 

Lumber, 

96 

56 

Fresh  fish. 

88 

92 

Tea, 

68 

59 

Sugar, 

Boots  and  shoes. 

Phosphate  and  plaster. 

67 

72 

58 

57 

57 

15 

Carpenter  work. 

48 

45 

Geo.  D.  Rhodes,  small  bills  paid. 

47 

71 

Medical  attendance. 

50 

00 

Shoats, 

46 

00 

Small  groceries  and  spices. 

42 

94 

Horse  shoeing  and  jobbing. 
Painters’  supplies. 

37 

40 

35 

28 

Tobacco, 

33 

75 

Repairing  harness,  etc.. 

29 

82 

Crackers,  etc.. 

28 

48 

Furniture, 

Wolf  and  buffalo  robes. 

28 

45 

24 

00 

Washing  machine, 

V  23 

00 

Soft  soap. 

Molasses, 

22 

00 

19 

09 

Bull, 

18 

00 

Painting  wagon  and  pung, 

$18 

00 

Hard  soap, 

14 

64 

Hay, 

12 

00 

Grinding  and  sawdust  at  Kisk’s  Mills, 

11 

31 

Oil, 

11 

05 

Chickens, 

11 

03 

Dress  cutting  and  making. 

10 

25 

Repairing  stoves. 

9 

70 

Cheese, 

8 

83 

Beans,  • 

8 

75 

Snuff, 

6 

92 

Salt, 

6 

86 

Syrup, 

Lime,  hair,  etc.. 

6 

50 

6 

35 

Making  cider. 

6 

33 

Repairing  shoes. 

5 

35 

Sawing  logs. 

5 

14 

Seed  potatoes. 

4 

65 

Brooms, 

4 

60 

Baskets, 

3 

37 

Screens  for  squash  vines, 

2 

16 

Stationery, 

o 

13 

Insect  ])Owder, 

1 

50 

Coffee, 

1 

47 

Repairing  clock. 

1 

00 

INCOME  AT  THE 

FARM. 

Milk, 

$1,062 

53 

Oxen, 

160 

55 

Pork, 

121 

09 

Apples, 

Pension, 

91 

37 

56 

50 

Beef  cow. 

43 

14 

Pigs, 

29 

00 

Onions, 

18 

20 

Premiums  at  Upton  fair, 

13 

25 

Peas, 

12 

00 

Calves, 

9 

50 

Use  of  bull. 

6 

50 

Use  of  boar, 

6 

00 

Pie  plant. 

5 

70 

Cabbage, 

5 

43 

Beets, 

5 

20 

Chickens, 

4 

05 

Board  for  Michael  Mellen, 

3 

00 

Green  corn. 

2 

91 

Turnips, 

2 

75 

Beans, 

2 

62 

$4,379  27 
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Eggs, 

2  20 

Cucumbers, 

2  13 

Cider, 

2  05 

Plowing, 

2  00 

Lettuce, 

1  19 

Summer  squash. 

60 

Martin  Jenkins,  board. 

4  23 

$1,675  69 


INMATES  AT  THE  FARM  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Electa  Kimball, 

52  V 

reeks 

Joseph  Caine, 

52 

u 

Edward  Despeau, 

52 

Frederick  Caine, 

52 

ii 

Charles  C.  Austin, 

52 

(( 

Ellen  King, 

Mary  A.  King, 

4 

it 

Michael  Coy, 

52 

(( 

4 

li 

James  Boland, 

52 

(( 

Harry  W.  King, 

Fred  H.  Tillston, 

4 

li 

Marv  O’Connell, 

52 

n 

52 

ii 

James  A.  Hern, 

52 

u 

Delia  Delaney, 

52 

ii 

Bridget  Caine, 

52 

ii 

Rosella  Delaney, 

52 

ii 

John  Cook, 

7 

u 

Michael  Connor, 

11 

li 

John  Masterson, 
Arthur  O’Keefe, 

52 

n 

Mary  Beatty, 

25 

li 

52 

a 

Lizzie  J.  Lyons, 

2 

ii 

Daniel  McC’arty, 

52 

n 

John  Mee, 

2 

li 

Lydia  A.  Parkhurst, 

52 

u 

George  C.  Warren, 

47 

li 

Prudence  S.  Burrell, 

52 

u 

Nora  O’Connor, 

34 

John  Flynn, 

Elizabeth  Gabbrie, 

52 

a 

Maria  H.  O’Connor, 

47 

a 

25 

u 

William  O’Connor, 

47 

li 

Frank  Sergurson, 

52 

li 

MaryFitzgerald, 

24 

li 

Mary  Sergurson, 

52 

u 

Michael  McCarty, 

17 

li 

Edward  Gabbrie, 
Patrick  Conniff, 

48 

u 

James  O’Reagan, 

17 

a 

52 

u 

Bridget  O’Reagan, 
Bridget  Hennessey, 

17 

li 

Ellen  Middleton, 

52 

30 

li 

Mary  E.*Middleton, 

52 

u 

Michael  Mellen, 

Fred  S.  Tillston, 

1 

li 

George  Middleton, 

52 

(( 

7 

li 

James  McCormick, 

52 

(( 

Charles  White, 

13 

li 

Dennis  Pyne, 

52 

c; 

Mary  Flagg, 

20 

ii 

Charles  H.  Dunham, 

52 

u 

John  Wallace, 

14 

li 

John  Ward, 

52 

(( 

Edward  McCullum, 

6 

li 

Orra  W.  Cheney,  * 

20 

(( 

John  Hayes, 

Martin  Jenkins, 

2 

li 

Johanna  McCarty, 

52 

u 

o 

li 

Net  expense  at  the  farm,  $2,703  58 

Appraisal  of  town  farm,  $4500;  interest,  270  00 

“  jiersonal  property,  $3,285.40,  “  197  12 

Whole  number  of  jiersons  admitted  during  the  year. 
Average  “  “  “  “  “ 

“  weekly  cost  of  each  person. 

$3,170  70 

58 

40 

$1  52ff 

There  lias  been  but  one  death  at  the  farm  during  the  year.  John 
Hayes  died  Jan.  4,  1888,  aged  53. 
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Persons  Receiving  Aid  in  Milford  away  from  the  Farm. 


Milton  H.  Aldrich,  $  53  00 
Mrs.  Thomas  Barry,  67  40 

Mrs.  Eliza  Buxton,  9  75 

William  J.  Blanchard,  88  90 

Mrs.  William  Bren,  55  18 

Patrick  Butler,  5  65 

Frank  Baxter,  26  70 

James  Boland,  6  50 

Benjamin  Cottrell,  11  13 

Mrs.  Mary  Cronan,  56  38 

Hannah  Connor,  11  77 

Mrs.  Winnifred  Casey,  42  79 

John  Collins,  33  13 

Mrs.  Patrick  Cloonan,  123  87 

Mrs.  Mary  Coy,  90  85 

Mrs.  Timothy  Carey,  111  96 

Nancv  McCool,  159  00 

Mrs.  James  Coinee,  154  07 

James  Coffee,  8  87 

Mrs.  Peter  Collins,  8  50 

Michael  Connor,  10  70 

Mrs.  William  Dacey,  96  00 

Mrs.  David  Doyle,  102  47 

Martin  Donahue,  7  00 

John  Delman,  10  35 

Mrs.  Darius  S.  Flagg,  53  00 

John  Fay,  25  66 

Mrs.  William  Fahey,  111  67 

Mrs.  Mary  Fitzgerald,  16  77 

Miss  Ellen  A.  Guild,  71  00 

Mrs.  Andrew  Gilroy,  17l  52 

John  J.  Grant,  96  00 

Lough lin  Gahagan,  44  50 

Howard  Holland,  164  63 

Patrick  Hanigan,  52  97 

Michael  Hageney,  70  55 

Mrs.  Michael  Halpin,  10  00 

Miss  Lucretia  Hayward,  44  79 
Thomas  Hughes,  64  87 


Mrs.  Bridget  Hennesey,  3  80 


Thomas  Hanigan, 

$  21 

78 

John  Hayes, 

Mrs.  Bernard  King, 

17 

00 

101 

60 

Mrs.  Thomas  Lyons, 

73 

00 

Mrs.  Charles  Murphy, 

71 

50 

Mrs.  Patrick  Manion, 

114 

75 

Bridget  Murray, 

2 

00 

Mrs.  Edward  Murphy, 

74 

00 

Mrs.  Thomas  Murrav, 

53 

85 

Patrick  McGrath, 

23 

70 

Edward  McKenna, 

96 

30 

Patrick  McQuaid, 

48 

07 

Peter  McGovern, 

27 

40 

Patrick  Nugent, 

Robert  Nichols, 

58 

80 

2 

95 

John  Nugent, 

23 

00 

Owen  O’Hara, 

19 

45 

Mrs.  Mary  Quinlan, 

73 

96 

Mrs.  Michael  Quirk, 

35 

64 

Mrs.  Dennis  Ryan, 

48 

95 

John  Rogers, 

James  O’ Reagan, 

15 

00 

46 

05 

Edgar  P.  Smith, 

10 

00 

Mrs.  Bridget  Sweeney, 

60 

00 

Mrs.  Daniel  Shea, 

59 

00 

William  Stewart, 

17 

50 

Hugh  Smith, 

3 

75 

Michael  Smith, 

54 

80 

Miss  Minnie  M.Stanford 

,  14 

00 

Mrs.  Michael  Toolan, 

50 

15 

Fred  L.  Tillston,  • 

2 

70 

Mrs.  Laura  Tucker, 

8 

00 

Margaret  Welch, 

23 

38 

John  Wallace, 

35 

15 

Mary  Wallace, 

15 

55 

John  Welch, 

1 

65 

Medical  attendance  for 

the  above. 

100 

00 

$3, 

,858 

03 

Persons  Belonging  to  Milford  Aided  in  other  Towns. 


Mrs.  James  A.  Hern,  Natick,  $  58  75 

Mary  Beatty,  Fall  River,  2  73- 

John  A.  Boyd,  Worcester,  12  20 

Sarah  Butts,  Tewksbury  Almshouse,  21  53 

John  Cain,  Ashland,  22  25 

Martin  Coppinger,  Boston  city  hospital,  347  00 

Alvin  Collins,  Medway,  93  00 

Orra  Cheney,  Mendon,  2  50 
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Mrs.  Andrew  Doyle,  Southboro,  $149  25 

Mrs.  Annie  Fay,  Lynn,  108  75 

Laura  J.  Green,  Lynn,  39  00 

Michael  Holland,  Somerville,  4  70 

Mrs.  Toby  Hart,  Spencer,  117  82 

Eva  Jones,  Boston  city  hospital,  4  00 

Charles  F.  Lynch,  Lyman  school,  .  15  71 

Mahan  children,  Boston,  75  00 

James  Murphy,  Marlboro,  174  99 

Bridget  Maloney,  Spencer,  12  81 

Lawrence  O’Hare,  Salem,  16  00 

John  O’Brien,  Boston  city  hospital,  16  00 

Julius  L.  Johnson,  Bellingham,  24  50 

Mrs.  Bridget  Roach,  Blackstone,  42  90 

Edward  Sireack,  Medway,  21  52 

Thomas  Stewart.  State  Primary  school,  38  14 

Joanna  Slattery,  Hopkinton,  92  50 

Julian  Sireack,  Boston  city  hospital,  9  00 

Sarah  Tiernan,  Worcester,  2  00 

Mary  White,  Franklin,  136  51 


$1,661  06 

PervSons  Belonging  to  Other  Towns  Aided  in  Milford. 

John  Clancy,  Upton,  $189  96 

Mrs.  Maria  A.  Claire,  Brookline,  9  75 

Richard  Carey,  Boston,  5  00 

Mrs.  Jerry  Daley,  Northbridge,  4  60 

Thomas  Finn,  Natick,  ,  22  77 

Patrick  Gleason,  Medway,  24  05 

John  Galvin,  Boston,  11  75 

Daniel  Harrington,  Hopkinton,  15  25 

Emory  Hall,  Holliston,  13  85 

James  Healy,  Natick,  54  79 

Patrick  Jones,  Boston,  1  54 

Mrs.  Timothy  Murphy,  I*iatick,  20  3g 

Michael  Mellen,  Hopkinton,  2  00 

Willis  Dexter  Perham,  Blackstone,  7  00 

Charles  H.  Snowling,  Northbridge,  81  35 

Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Tibbetts,  Abington,  130  00 


1 

I 

Margaret  Bradley, 
Henry  Cain, 

Caroline  Coughlin, 
Mary  Connell, 

John  Cook, 

Thomas  H.  Donovan, 
Hannah  H.  Davis, 


INSANE. 


$182  04 
177  41 
183  26‘ 
172  16 
164  15 
60  06 
37  61 


William  Mulckhy, 
John  Nugent, 
Abbott  L.  Perry, 
Joseph  Reagan, 
Maria  Ripley, 
James  Sullivan, 


$591  01 


$  45  03 
73  39 

169  46 
26  03 

170  44 
181  06 


$1,642  10 
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STATE  PAUPERS. 

A.  T.  Bushee,  $  0  81 

Mary  Cleveland,  8  00 

John  Gillis,  85  49 

George  Gabbrie,  50 

William  Harty,  57  84 

Joseph  Leaxrou,  136  18 

Michael  Murphy,  43  35 

Michael  Murray,  77 

John  Moore,  3  00 

Sarah  McGrath,  18  00 

Daniel  McNeil,  25  89 

Mrs.  Lucelia  E.  Nichols,  19  26 

D.  H.  Purrington,  1  06 


$400  15 

543  tramps,  care  and  bedding,  for  tramps’  room,  $30  55 

INCIDENTALS. 

Printing  orders,  notices,  etc.,  $8  55 

Books  and  stationery,  2  61 

Postage  stamps,  4  00 

-  $15  16 

Cash  in  hands  of  Overseers,  $14  65 


RECEIPTS. 


Lewis  Hayden,  treasurer. 

Income  at  the  farm. 

$10,040 

00 

1,675 

69 

State, 

196 

09 

Upton, 

145 

87 

Abington, 

Military  Aid, 

130 

00 

96 

00 

Hopkinton, 

81 

28 

Northbridge, 

78 

85 

Natick, 

73 

10 

Medway, 

33 

55 

Holliston, 

13 

89 

Boston, 

13 

29 

Brookline, 

9 

75 

Blackstone, 

7 

00 

Cash  on  hand  from  1886, 

82 

$12,595  18 


RECAPITULATION. 

Expense  at  the  farm,  $4,379  27 

Persons  aided  outside  of  the  farm,  3,858  03 

Persons  aided  in  other  towns,  1»661  06 
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51)4  01 
1,042  10 
400  10 
30  55 
15  16 
14  85 

- ^>12,595  18 


BILLS  DUE  MILFORD  FROM  OTHER  TOWNS. 


Northbridge, 

$8  10 

Upton, 

Natick, 

4  45 

2  00 

Boston, 

5  00 

$19  55 

NUMBER  OF 

PERSONS  AIDED  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

Insane, 

. 

13 

State, 

25 

Farm, 

Other  persons. 

58 

354 

Total,  450 

The  Superintendent  and  Matron  are  paid  to  March  1,  1888, 
salary  $600.  The  Town  Physician  is  paid  to  April  1,  1888,  salary 
$150. 

At  the  town  farm  the  buildings  are  in  good  repair  and  also 
most  of  the  farming  implements.  The  cattle  are  in  tine  condi¬ 
tion.  We  have  made  an  improvement  at  the  barn  by  widening 
the  cow-stable  four  feet,  at  an  expense  of  about  $150,  this  addi¬ 
tion  making  the  stable  much  better  for  the  cattle,  a  great  deal 
more  convenient  for  those  taking  care  of  them  and  much  pleas¬ 
anter  for  visitors  to  look  at  them. 

The  Overseers  have  caused  an  article  to  be  inserted  in  the 
town  warrant,  asking  the  town  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $300  to 
purchase  iron  bedsteads  for  the  almshouse.  Many  of  the  old 
wooden  ones  being  in  a  very  rickety  condition,  it  will  be  necessa¬ 
ry  to  replace  them  with  new  ones  the  coming  year,  and  we  think 
it  would  be  more  economical  for  the  town  to  have  the  wooden 
bedsteads  replaced  with  iron  ones,  as  they  are  more  durable,  much 
more  easily  kept  clean,  and  also  more  comfortable  to  sleep  upon, 
as  they  have  a  good  spring  bed  in  connection  with  them. 

There  have  been  58  persons  admitted  to  the  almshouse  during 
the  year.  Of  these,  30  have  been  at  the  farm  throughout  the 
year.  In  regard  to  the  Martin  Coppinger  case,  we  would  say  that 
he  was  admitted  to  the  city  hospital  of  Boston  in  1886.  The 
Overseers  of  Boston  immediately  notified  the  Overseers  of  Mil¬ 
ford  of  his  being  in  the  hospital,  and  the  case  was  investigated  by 
the  Milford  Overseers.  The  patient  was  found  to  have  sustained 


Persons  aided  belonging  to  other  towns. 
Insane, 

State  poor. 

Tramps, 

Incidentals, 

Cash  in  hands  of  Overseers, 


18 


a  compound  fracture  of  the  skull,  which  required  three  separate 
surgical  operations  before  the  fracture  was  reduced.  He  remained 
in  the  hospital  347  days,  tlieir  charges  being  one  dollar  a  day. 
We  caused  his  removal  as  soon  as  the  hospital  authorities  permit¬ 
ted  us  to  do  so. 

The  suit  of  the  Overseers  of  Milford  against  the  state  to  re¬ 
cover  money  expended  for  tlie  su]>port  of  Susan  Twohey,  a  state 
pauper,  we  referred  to  in  our  last  report  (for  the  year  ending 
Feb.  1,  1887),  as  being  undecided  at  that  time.  You  will  remem- 
her  that  we  first  presented  a  petition  at  the  legislative  session  of 
1885,  asking  for  the  payment  of  this  claim  by  the  state.  This 
petition  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  claims,  who  reported 
against  the  town,  because  the  town  had  a  remedy  in  tlie  court  of 
claims.  After  the  rejection  of  the  petition,  a  suit  was  commenced 
in  the  court,  for  the  recovery  of  the  claim.  The  Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral,  who  appeared  for  the  state,  decided  that  this  claim  was  not 
such  a  claim  as  was  contemplated  by  the  law  of  1879,  which  is  to 
the  effect  that  any  claims  against  the  state,  founded  on  contract, 
might  be  heard  and  determined  by  the  three  justices  of  the  supe¬ 
rior  court,  sitting  as  a  court  of  claims;  and  as  there  had  been  no 
contract  between  the  previous  Overseers  and  the  state,  the  court 
decided  against  the  town.  In  order  to  make  a  test  of  this  decis- 
ion,  we  carried  the  case  to  the  supreme  court,  where  the  former 
decision  was  affirmed,  and  we  had  our  second  defeat.  Although 
the  Overseers  had  been  twice  defeated  in  trying  to  recover  this 
money,  they  concluded  to  make  one  more  attempt,  and  therefore, 
at  the  opening  of  the  legislature  in  1 887,  presented  a  petition, 
asking  the  passing  of  a  resolve  providing  for  the  payment  of  this 
claim. 

After  passing  through  the  different  stages  of  the  House  and 
Senate,  this  resolve  became  a  law,  which  will  -  probably  be  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  whole  state.  Therefore,  the  Overseers  of  Milford, 
after  a  long  and  obstinate  contest  of  nearly  three  years’  duration, 
were  enabled  to  recover  for  the  town  the  sum  of  $1,479.50,  this 
amount  having  been  expended  for  the  support  of  Susan  Twohey, 
a  state  pauper,  during  a  period  of  nearly  ten  years.  This  amount 
has  been  transmitted  to  the  town  treasurer  of  Milford,  from  the 
X  state  treasurer. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHESTER  L.  CLARK, 

JOHN  SMITH, 

,  PHILIP  P.  O’DONNELL, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


FHILIP  A.  GLEASON,  Collector  for  1886-7. 


Dr. 


Balance  uncollected  for  the  year  1886,  as  per  collect¬ 
or’s  report  for  that  year, 


$3,763  13 


Cr. 


Abatements, 

Collected, 


$  557  20 
2,350  09 

- $2,907  29 


Balance  uncollected. 
Collected  as  above. 

Paid  Lewis  Hayden,  treasurer. 


$855  84 

$2,350  09 
2,350  09 


1887. 

Dr. 

Total  amount  taxes  committed. 
Re-assessed, 

Interest  on  collections  as  per  vote  of  town. 


$82,625  22 
387  52 
30  95 


$83,043  69 


Cr. 


Paid  Lewis  Hayden,  treasurer,  $69,310  46 

Paid  Edward  A.  Brown,  county  treas.,  4,131  00 

Discount  (on  collections  to  Sept.  15,  ’87),  2,044  91 

Abatements,  995  90 

Uncollected,  Feb.  17,  1888,  6,561  42 


$83,043  69 


Trustees  of  the  Town  Library. 


Nath’l.F.  Blake,  Owen  F.  Croughwell, 
Valentine  N.  Ryan,  James  A.  Gilmore, 
Charles  A.  Dewey,  John  P.  Nealon, 


Term  expires  1888 
Term  expires  1889 
Term  expires  1890 


CHARLES  A.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 

OWEN  F.  CROUGHWELL,  Secretarv. 
NATHANIEL  F.  BLAKE,  Treasurer. 

MARTIN  .1.  KELLY,  Librarian. 


Nothing  has  occuri'ed  in  the  affairs  of  tlie  Town  Library 
during  the  past  year  to  call  for  special  comment  on  the  part  of 
the  Trustees.  We  regret  that  our  ordinary  and  somewhat  lim¬ 
ited  means  for  purchasing  new  books  have  not  been  increased  by 
any  pecuniary  gifts,  such  as  we  have  been  favored  with  in  some 
former  years.  We  shall  always  be  ha|)py  to  report  any  presents 
of  that  sort,  whenever  any  of  our  })hilanthropic  fellow-citizens 
may  be  disposed  to  invest  some  of  their  spare  funds  in  that  very 
laudable  manner.  While  our  people  continue  to  show  their  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  library  tolerably  well,  yet  we  heartily  wish  they 
might  use  it  much  more  generally  than  they  have  ever  done. 
Here  is  a  grand  storehouse  of  useful  knowledge,  and  those  who 
avail  themselves  of  its  rich  and  varied  treasures  will  be  amply  re¬ 
paid.  If  our  young  men  would  read  and  study  some  of  the  more 
solid  books,  replete  with  valuable  information,  or  would  even 
roam  through  the  pleasant  fields  of  fictitious  literature,  it  would 
be  vastly  better  for  them  than  to  squander  their  time,  as  so  many 
of  them  do.  While  it  is  highly  important  to  read  the  daily 
newspapers  and  thus  keep  well  informed  in  regard  to  current 
events,  they  would  find  the  reading  of  good  books  .much  more 
profitable  than  devoting  so  much  time,  as  some  do,  to  reading  of 
matters  of  ejihemeral  and  inferior  interest.  A  taste  for  reading 
books  of  the  belter  class  is  one  that  is  easily  acquired,  and  also 
one  that  is  readily  lost,  but  it  surely  ought  to  be  cultivated  by 
young  people  of  both  sexes.  And  their  parents  and  friends 
should  exert  themselves  to  foster  such  a  S|)irit  on  the  part  of 
those  who  may  be  under  their  care. 
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We  cannot  doubt  that  the  general  influence  of  such  a  library 
as  we  possess  is  of  the  greatest  value  to  the  town,  in  educating, 
elevating  and  ennobling  our  boys  and  girls,  our  young  men  and 
young  women,  and  we  hope  our  fellow-citizens,  in  town  meeting 
assembled,  will  realize  the  actual  worth  of 'the  institution,  and 
will  give  it  a  warm  and  hearty  support. 

While  there  is  still  a  balance  in  the  treasury,  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  nearly  two  hundred  books  should  be  bound 
at  once,  and  that  almost  three  hundred  more  have  been  worn 
out  and  used  up  and  ought  to  be  replaced. 

Under  the  circumstances  the  Trustees  recommend  an  appro¬ 
priation  of  six  hundred  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the  Library  the 
coming  vear. 

CHARLES  A.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


Nath’l  F.  Blake,  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  the  Milford  Town  Library. 


Dn. 


Feb.  ’88.  Balance  from  last  year’s  report. 
Received  Town  appropriation, 

“  One-half  dog  tax, 

“  From  fines  and  catalogues, 

Ck. 

Paid  M.  J.  Kelly,  Librarian, 

“  “  Covering  books, 

“  Work  on  catalogue, 

“  Books, 

“  Table  and  chairs, 

“  Covering  paper, 

“  Supplies, 

“  Express, 

“  Printing  catalogue. 

Balance  cash  on  hand. 


$  31  14 
500  00 
337  02 
50  68 

- - $918  84 


$308  33 
11  76 
5  00 
305  78 
65  00 

8  29 

9  68 
4  20 

28  00 
172  80 

-  $918  84 


NATH’L  F.  BLAKE,  Treasurer. 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  THE  Trustees  of  Town  Library  : — 

Gentlemen  :  The  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  10, 
1888,  is  as  follows:  The  distribution  of  books  began  Feb.  7,  1887, 
and  ended  Jan.  14,  1888,  with  a  circulation  of  26,756  volumes. 
The  largest  daily  circulation  was  331  volumes,and  the  smallest  30 
volumes.  The  library  contains,  according  to  the  catalogue,  with 


22 


the  addition  of  duplicates,  7635  volumes,  of  which  420  were  add¬ 
ed  the  present  library  year.  They  have  been  placed  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  classes  as  follows  :  History,  50  ;  Biography,  48  ;  Politics,  Law 
and  Oratory,  11;  Travels,  15;  Science,  31;  Miscellaneous,  70; 
Religion,  11 ;  Poetry,  26 ;  Public  Documents,  33;  Fiction,  68. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Public  Documents,  the  books  were  ob¬ 
tained  by  purchase.  We  have  not  been  so  fortunate  as  some  in 
respect  to  donations  from  generous  citizens,  and  I  may  state  that 
the  library  needs  more  financial  support  from  some  source,  if  it  is 
desired  to  keep  the  standard  of  our  library  as  high  as  others 
which  possess  no  better  facilities.  It  may  be  out  of  place  in  a 
librarian’s  report  to  recommend  it,  but  I  trust  the  town  will  show 
a  generous  disposition  in  this  matter. 

The  library  serves  two  purposes;  the  first  and  most  important 
is  to  provide  such  books  as  will  be  of  practical  benefit  to  those 
who  read  them.  Of  secondary  importance  are  the  books  provid¬ 
ed  for  mere  pleasure.  If  you  will  examine  the  appended  sum¬ 
mary,  you  will  notice  that  the  majority  of  patrons  devote  their 
attention  to  the  latter.  A  large  number  of  books  are  not  read  by 
the  generality  of  patrons,  for  the  reason  that  they  do  not  know 
that  such  books  are  in  the  library.  If  they  would  purchase  the 
catalogues,  they  would  find  themselves  amply  repaid. 

During  the  year,  a  certain  portion  of  the  library  room  was 
assigned  to  those  who  desire  to  examine  reference  books,  and 
serves  to  a  limited  degree,  the  purpose  of  a  reading-room.  The 
appended  schedule  shows  the  work  of  the  library  in  detail. 

Respectfully, 

MARTIN  J.  KELLY,  Librarian. 


SUMMARY. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  VERNON  GROVE  CEMETERY, 


Jan.  13, 
May  20, 
20, 
20, 
26, 
26, 

July  2, 
Jan.  24, 
24, 

Feb.  6, 


For  the  Year  Ending  Feb.  6,  1888. 

1887,  To  cash  on  hand, 

To  cash  of  C.  H.  Farrington,  lot  No.  507, 
“  R.  N.  Fairbanks,  lot  No.  496, 
E.  F.  Smith,  lot  No.  562, 


1888, 


(c 


u 


n 


n 


a 


u 


71  93 
8  00 
8  00 
5  00 

Lewis  Hayden, Town  Treasurer,  100  00 

D.  C.  McIntosh,  lot  No.  525,  5  00 

E.  U.  Hall,  lot  No.  526,  5  00 

Henry  Hancock,  care  of  lots,  39  00 
Lewis  Hayden,  Town  Treasurer,  50  00 
Wood  &'  Nye,  digging  graves,  77  00 


Ck. 

By  cash  paid  Henry  Hancock,  labor, 

Martin  Jenkins,  labor, 

John  Coffee,  labor, 

H.  C.  Skinner,  labor, 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  merchandise, 
By  cash  on  hand. 


a 

u 

u 


$368  93 


$186  00 
17  25 
23  25 
10  00 
11  25 
121  18 

$368  93 


There  have  been  55  interments  in  Vernon  Grove  Cemetery 
during  the  past  year. 

The  terms  of  the  Committee  expire  as  follows :  Leonai-d 
Fairbanks  and  Isaac  N.  Crosby,  in  1888.  H.  C.  Skinner  and 
John  M.  Wood,  in  1889.  Geo.  L.  Maynard  and  Henry  Hancock, 
in  1890. 

HENRY  C.  SKINNER,  Secretary. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Engineers’  Office,  February  12,  1888. 
To  THE  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  : — 

Gentlemen:  In  .accordance  with  our  annual  custom,  the 
Board  of  Engineers  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re¬ 
port  of  the  department  under  our  charge,  together  with  receipts 
and  expenditures,  a  correct  record  of  the  fires  and  alarms,  cause 
as  near  as  could  be  obtained,  amount  of  insurance  and  insurance 
paid,  the  expense  of  maintenance  in  the  department,  and  such 
recommendations  for  the  coming  year  as  the  Board  think  will 
tend  to  improve  the  same. 


RECEIPTS. 

Received  of  Lewis  Hayden,  town  treasurer, 

“  W.  P.  Leland,  coal  and  wood, 

“  M.  J.  Buckley,  water  rent,  for  hose. 
Cash  on  hand  Feb.  12,  1887, 


$4,750  00 
3  00 
5  00 
71  88 


$4,829  88 


EXPENDITURES. 


PAY  OP  MEMBERS. 

Paid 

Milford  S.  F.  E.  Co.,  No.  1,  $455  00 

.  Excelsior  H.  &.  L.  Co.,  No.  1,  600  00 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Co.,  No.  1,  455  00 

Washington  Hose  Co.,  No.  2,  455  00 

Wm.  C.  Gillman  Hose  Co.,  No.  4,  455  00 

F.  M.  Walker,  driver  Steamer  No.  1,  175  00 

F.  J.  Rockwood,  “  Hose  Co.,  No.  2,  12  50 

C.  L.  Wetherell,  “  “  No.  1,  27  00 

L.  E.  Dolliff,  steward.  Hose  Co.,  No.  1,  21  50 

F.  J.  Rockwood,  “  “  No.  2,  43  00 

Michael  Casey,  “  “  No.  4,  20  00 

Michael  Hanagan,  steward.  Hose  Co.,  No.  4,  20  00 

Michael  Burke,  “  H.  &  L.  Co.  No.  1,  20  00 

John  J.  Kelley,  “  “  No.  1,  20  00 

Geo.  H.  Thompson,  “  Hose  Co.  No.  1,  21  50 


Henry  Willard,  enginernan  Steamer  No.  1, 

N.  B.  Fairbanks,  “  “  No.  2, 

Board  of  Engineers, 


Total  expense  for  pay  of  members, 

INCIDENTALS. 

Paid 

Thos.  F.  Davoren,  storing  hose  carriage,  etc..  Spruce  St.,  ^  9  50 


M.  W.  Edwards,  horses  for  H.  &  L.  Co.  No.  1,  100  00 

Thos.  F.  Davoren,  horses  for  Hose  Co’s  1  and  2,  58  83 

A.  L.  Smith,  horses  for  Hose  Co.,  No.  4,  38  50 

Geo.  A.  Sherborne,  horses  to  fires  and  reserve,  25  15 

W.  P.  Leland,  water  closet  in  steamer  house,  25  00 

Heirs  of  S.  P.  Carpenter,  rent  of  land.  Hose  No.  4,  15  00 

James  C.  Coffey,  labor,  etc.,  •  11  50 

Electric  Light  Co.,  242  31 

B.  H.  Montague,  ringing  bell  1887-8,  8  00 

'  Milford  Water  Co.,  44  00 

N.  B.  Fairbanks,  cleaning  clock  and  1  gal.  oil,  2  10 

Henry  Willard,  labor  and  supplies,  51  14 

Field  Bros,  lumber  for  H.  &  L.  house,  46  00 

O.  D.  Holmes,  ringing  bell,  12  00 

N.  K.  Sprague,  labor  at  H.  L.  house,  25  50 

John  J.  Hennessy,  supplies,  2  70 

L.  E.  Belknap,  repairs.  Spruce  street,  3  00 

D.  R.  Johnson,  repairs  and  painting.  Spruce  street,  21  80 

H.  A.  Barney,  coal,  84  55 

Fred  M.  Walker,  setting  glass,  oil,  etc.,  2  00 

John  E.  Ward,  team  to  fire,  1  00 

,C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  supplies,  11  04 

James  A.  Boyce,  repairs  on  ladders,  11  00 

J.  Allen  Rice,  sponges,  2  00 

P.  J.  Donohoe,  chamois  skin,  60 

Mann  &  Leahy,  printing,  50 

Geo.  E.  Daniels,  ringing  bell,  10  00 

A.  S.  Tuttle,  supplies,  ; '  .  10  10 

King  Bros,  rubber  coats^  10  87 

James  Powers,  teams  to  fire,  2  00 

W.  E.  Cheney,  distributing  cards,  6  00 

Wm.  A.  Coffey,  work  on  H.  &  L.  house,  v  2  00 

R.  B.  Greene,  fire  alarm  whistle,  107  83 

Patrick  Lynch,  bbl.  kerosene  oil,  5  21 

Milford  Gazette,  printing  cards,  7  50 

Geo.  H.  Thompson,  repairs  on  hose,  50 

M.  F.  Hanagan,  supplies,  91 

L.  A.  Cook,  wood,  8  06 

C.  A.  Hoyt,  plumbing,  hose  house  Spruce  street,  32  19 

Lysander  Grow,  repairing  H.  &  L.  truck,  18  25 


$175  00 
160  00 
295  00 


$3,430  50 
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Boston  &  Albany,  railroad  express,  25 

Michael  Slattery,  digging  vault  on  Spruce  street,  ^  16  00 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  supplies,  2  10 

L.  R.  Hazard,  vitriol,  1  00 

Eldredge  &  Beatty,  labor  and  supplies,  6  07 

C.  M.  Thayer,  supplies,  5  54 

Patrick  Dillon,  building  water  closet.  Spruce  street,  93  03 

Henry  S.  Cushman,  repairs,  5  25 

Henry  E.  Madden,  supplies,  5  60 

A.  S.  Jackson,  waste  for  steamer,  3  70 

E.  Daisley,  lanterns,  3  00 

Cole  Bros.  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  repairs  on  steamer,  ‘  7  02 

H.  A.  Brown,  repairs  on  water  guage,  1  50 

D.  B.  Rockwood,  repairs,  2  65 

Boston  Woven  Hose  Co.,  hose,  140  00 

Milforr]  Gas  Co.,  coal,  6  40 

John  J.  Kelly,  oil,  powder  and  broom,  1  59 


Total  expense  for  incidentals.  $1,376  34 

ReCAPI  I’ULATIOX. 

Total  amount  drawn  from  town  treasurer,  $4,750  00 

Received  from  W.  P.  Leland  for  wood  and  coal,  3  00 

“  M.  J.  Buckley,  water  rent  for  hose,  5  00 

Cash  on  hand,  Feb.  12,  1887,  '  71  88 


Total  receipts  for  the  yi'ar,  $4,829  88 

Total  expenditures  for  the  year,  4,806  84 


Cash  on  hand  Feb.  15,  1888,  S23  04 

Pay  of  members,  $3,430  50 

Incidentals,  1,376  34 


Total  expense  for  the  yi'ar,  .$4,806  84 

Ajipropriations,  1887,  4,600  00 


Exceeded  appropriation,  $206  84 

Recommendations. 

We  would  recommend  the  following  appropriations  for  the 
ensuing  year  : — 

Pay  of  members,  $3,430  50 

Incidentals,  900  00 

Repairs,  169  50 

New  hose,  500  00 


$5,000  00 
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Tlie  excess  over  appropriations  is  clue  greatly  to  the  moving 
of  one  of  our  hose  houses  from  Lincoln  square  to  Spruce  street. 
This  alteration  cost  us  $175.52  to  put  the  house  in  a  fair  condi¬ 
tion  fo)'  our  companies. 

Citizens,  you  will  also  take  notice  that  we  have  placed  an 
alarm  whistle  on  the  Electric  Light  station,  at  a  cost  of  $107.83, 
which  we  think  is  a  very  profitable  expenditure,  and  we  think 
that  you  will  say  that  it  has  done  good  service  for  the  firemen 
since  its  erection. 

MANUAL  OF  MILFORD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

P.  J.  BAXTER 
D.  R.  JOHNSON 
THOS.  E.  NUTTING 
A.  D.  WHITE 
JOHN  J.  MANNING 
HENRY  E.  MADDEN 

Milford  Steam  Fire  Engine  Co.,  No.  1. — Foreman,  N, 
Gaskell ;  first  assistant,  .James  H.  Keane;  clerk  and  treasurer, 
W.  P.  Leland  ;  janitor,  Fred  M.  Walker  ;  engineman,  Henry  Wil¬ 
lard  ;  stoker-  Henry  E.  Rockwood ;  driver,  Fred  M.  Walker; 
hosemen,  E.  F.  Pond,  Wm.  M.  Bowker,  William  Brown,  George 
Whiting,  James  A.  Boyce,  Clarence  W.  Gardner,  George  W, 
Kibby,  Wm.  C.  Norton,  A.  H.  Smith. 

Aaron  Claflin  Steam  Firp:  Engine,  in  reserve. —  En¬ 
gineman,  N.  B.  Fairbanks;  stoker,  W.  A.  Fairbanks.  The  above 
Steamer  is  kept  in  good  repair  and  is  ready  for  use,  at  any  time 
when  called  upon,  and  is  operated  by  the  Steamer  Co.  No.  1. 

Widp:  Awake  Hose  Co.,  No.  1. — Foreman,  H.  1.  Benney  ; 
first  assistant,  .J.  H.  Bates  ;  second  assistant,  C.  H  Bagley  ;  clerk, 
R.  P.  Hadley  ;  treasurer,  John  J.  Hennessy  ;  steward,  George  H. 
'J'hompson ;  hosemen,  Henry  Willai’d,  C.  L.  Witherell,  E.  B. 
Bates,  Walter  Steele,  S.  W.  Blunt,  Geo.  B.  Pond,  Geo.  H.  Hart, 
E.  G.  Hubbard,  B.  A.  Hart. 

Washington  Hosp:  Co.,  No.  2. — Foreman,  L.  E.  Belknap; 
first  assistant,  T.  F.  Martin  ;  second  assistant,  Emmons  Fletcher; 
clerk,  Wm.J.  Pyne  ;  treasurer,  Ij.  E.  Belknap;  steward,  F.  J, 
Rockwood  ;  hosemen,  P.  J.  Connor,  Bart  Harrington,  Edward 
Dalton,  John  Glenfield,  ''J\  E.  Condon,  J.  J.  Ring,  T.  P.  Cron  an, 
D.  F.  Ring,  John  Mathews,  J.  J.  Connors. 

William  C.  Gillman  Hose  Co.,  No.  4. — Foreman,  Owen 
Gormley;  first  assistant,  D.  J.  Connors;  second  assistant,  George 
Julian;  clerk,  M.  J.  Buckley  ;  treasurer,  M.  J.  Buckley ;  steward, 
Michael  Hanagan  ;  hosemen,  C.  A.  Cheney,  M.  Higgins,  M.  Casey, 
Fled  Joslyn,  P.  Coyne,  John  Kcalon,  Fred  Basford,  Wm.  Cur¬ 
tain,  John  Bradley,  .John  J.  Cronin. 


Chief  Engineer, 
Ass’t.  “ 

u  u 

ii  a 

Clerk  and  Treasurer, 


# 
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Excelsior  Hook  &  Ladder  Co.,  No.  1. — Foreman,  T.  J. 
Connor;  assistant  foreman,  James  Lally,  jr. ;  clerk.  Geo.  Tally; 
treasurer,  James  Baxter;  steward,  John  Kelley;  Laddermen,  P. 
F.  Callery,  Edward  Roche,  M.-  Burke,  J.  L.  Keefe,  John  Connor, 
Geo.  Manning,  James  J.  Smith,  Frank  Foley,  Peter  Cauley,  Jas. 
Corbett,  Frank  McDermott,  M.  H.  Sullivan,  John  Lally,  John 
Langer,  Thos.  Connors. 


FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 


There  were  twenty-four  general  alarms  of  fire  during  the 
year  ending  Feh.  15,  1888,  and  one  still  alarm  caused  by  light¬ 
ning.  Below  we  give  a  statement  of  the  same  as  near  as  could 
be  obtained :  — 

Total  insurance  on  buildings  damaged  by  fire,  $76,000  00 

“  “  contents,  “  8,475  00 


Total  insurance  on  buildings  and  contents. 

Total  insurance  paid  on  buildings  damaged  by  fire, 
“  “  contents,  “ 


$84,475  00 

12,590  00 
7,467  50 


Total  insurance  paid  on  buildings  and  contents,  $10,057  50 


Feb.  1,  1887,  6  p.  m.  Blacksmith  shop  at  the  Norcross  quar¬ 
ry  on  the  Braggville  road,  totally  destroyed.  Cause  unknown. 
Partially  insured. 

April  15,  2  p.  M.  Dwelling  house,  32  Spring  street,  owned 
by  the  heirs  of  S.  P.  Carpenter.  Damage  $5.  ‘  Caused  by  drop¬ 
ping  a  lighted  match. 

April  17,  3.50  p.  m.  T.  C.  Donovan’s  house.  South  Bow 
street.  Fire  caused  by  children  playing  with  matches.  Insured, 
$1,000;  loss,  $25;  insurance  paid,  $20. 

May  11,  4  p.  m.  Brush  fire  at  Norcross  Bros’  quarry,  caused 
by  blast  at  quarry.  Damage  unknown. 

May  12,  3.45  p.  m.  Fire  was  discovered  in  the  cellar  of  the 
tin  shop  on  School  street,  owned  by  C.  R.  Scott  and  occu]:)ied  by 
Mr.  Crofoot.  The  department  worked  manfully  and  saved  con¬ 
siderable  property  by  so  doing.  Insured,  $1,300;  loss,  $125; 
insurance  paid,  $125.  Caused  by  boys  playing  with  matches. 

May  27,  4  p.  m.  Patrick  Shea’s  barn,  located  on  East  street. 
Insured,  $300;  loss,  $165;  insurance  paid,  $112.  Cause  of  fire, 
spontaneous  combustion. 

June  20,  7.55  p.  m.  Leonard  Hunt’s  auction  room.  Central 
street.  Damage  slight.  No  insurance.  Caused  by  lighted  pipe 
in  a  coat  pucket.  ♦ 

Aug.  2,  6.10  A.  M.  G.  T.  Fales  &  Co’s  store  in  Claflin’s 
block  on  Main  street.  Insurance,  $15,000;  damage  to  building, 
$320 ;  insurance  on  stock,  $5,000;  insurance  paid  on  building,  $320; 
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paid  on  stock,  $4,900.  Caused  by  lightning  striking  the  electric 
light  wires. 

Aug.  16,  12.05  A.  M.  A.  Scripture’s  bakery.  Pine  street,  in 
rear  of  Lincoln  House.  Damage  slight.  Caused  by  fire  in  oven. 
Insurance  on  building,  $5,000. 

Aug.  30,  8.40  p.  M.  James  C.  Fullum’s  shed  on  Main  street. 
Insured,  $50;  insurance  paid,  $30.  Cause  incendiary. 

Sept.  6,  9.35  p.  m.  H.  A.  Barney’s  coal  and  wood  yard, 
located  on  Depot  street.  Loss  on  buildings,  $3,000 ;  insurance 
on  stock,  $900;  insurance  on  building,  $1,700;  paid  on  building, 
$],700;  on  stock,  $800.  Caused  from  fire  in  the  boiler  house. 

Sept.  7,  9.40  A.  M.  Second  alarm  for  H.  A.  Barney’s  fire. 

Sept.  11.  Mrs.  Mary  Butler’s  house  on  Central  street.  No 
alarm.  Damage,  $33;  insurance  paid,  $33.  Cause,  lightning. 
Insurance  on  building,  $3,000. 

Sept.  14,  5.05  A.  M.  Ryan  &  Carroll’s  store,  corner  of  Main 
and  Jefferson  streets.  Damage  on  building,  $50;  on  stock, 
$2,500;  insurance  on  building,  $12,500;  insurance  paid  on  build¬ 
ing,  $50;  on  stock,  $1,692.50.  Caused  by  spark  from  electric  light. 

Sept.  25,  2.30  p.  m.  M.  McNamara’s  house.  Central  street. 
Fire  in  chimney.  No  damage.  Insurance  $1,200. 

Nov.  3,  6.10  p.  M.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  room  in  Music  Hall  Block, 
Main  street.  No  damage.  C.ause,  explosion  of  kerosene  lamp. 
Insurance  on  building  $31,500. 

Nov.  4,  12.45  p.  M.  Avery  &  Woodbury’s  workshop  in  the 
rear  of  Clafiin’s  Block,  Main  street.  Insurance  on  building  $1,000; 
loss  on  building,  $200;  loss  on  stock,  $75;  insurance  paid  on 
building,  $200;  insurance  paid  on  stock,  $75.  Cause,  smoking. 

Nov.  8,  3.25  p.  M.  Brush  fire  on  High  street  on  land  owned 
by  Geo.  G.  Parker,  Esq.  Loss  $200.  No  insurance.  Cause, 
incendiary. 

Dec.  30,  6.30  p.  m.  Edward  Canton’s  house,  Congress  street. 
Chimney  on  fire.  No  damage.  Insurance  $1,300. 

Jan.  5,  1888,  2.10  a.  m.  Fire  was  discovered  in  the  house  on 
West  street  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  Edward  G.  Gallagher 
and  occupied  by  John  Shortell.  The  house  was  totally  destroyed 
with  all  the  furniture  belonging  to  Mr.  Shortell.  Insurance 
$1,000.  Loss  partial. 

Jan.  12,  8.20  p.  m.  An  alarm  was  given  for  a  fire  discovered 
in  Hopedale  in  a  barn  owned  by  Edward  Gleason.  The  Milford 
department  responded  as  far  as  the  line.  The  barn  was  totally 
destroyed  with  all  the  contents. 

Jan.  14,  6.20  p.  m.  Mrs.  Sybina  Doyle’s  house  located  on 
the  Braggville  road.  Fire  in  wood-box.  No  damage.  Cause, 
carelessness. 

Feb.  9,  6.30  p.  m,  David  L.  Day's  house  on  Fruit  street, 
caused  by  Mr.  Day  falling  down  stairs  accidentally  and  dropping 


a  kerosene  lamp.  No  damage  on  liouse.  Mr.  Day  was  very 
badly  burned  about  the  head  and  body,  which  resulted  in  death 
Feb.  10,  at  1.45  a.  m. 

Feb.  10,  5.55  a.  m.  N.  S.  Bell’s  house  on  Mechanic  street. 
Chimney  on  fire.  No  damage. 

Feb.  15,  6.30  p.  m.  C.  H.  Metcalf’s  storehouse  located  on 
Congress  street  was  totally  destroyed,  with  5  tons  of  squashes 
and  a  large  amount  of  farming  tools.  Insurance  on  building 
$150.  Caused  from  sparks  from  stove  used  for  the  purpose  of 
heating  tlie  storehouse. 

SCHEDULE  OF  PROPERTY. 

PROPrmrv  in  Charge  of  Each  Company,  and  the  Present 

Condition  of  the  Same. 

Milford  Steam  Fire  Engine  No,  1,  built  by  Cole  Bros.,  Paw¬ 
tucket,  R.  I.,  has  just  been  ins])e(;ted  and  pronounced  in  perfect 
condition,  and  is  equipped  witli  1  set  of  double  harnesses,  I  pair 
lead  bars,  1  whip,  1  pair  blankets,  575  feet  hose  in  good  condition, 
425  feet  in  poor  condition  ;  eleven  army  coats,  2  rubber  coats,  6 
pairs  spanners,  6  spanner  belts,  6  drag  ropes,  1  Siamese,  2  hydrant 
couplings,  1  hose  bonnet,  1  wheel  jack,  1  duster,  1  black 
walnut  tabh*,  4  office  chairs,  1  bedstead,  1  mattress,  2  pr’s  blan¬ 
kets,  2  comforters,  1  spread,  4  sheets,  4  pillows,  2  pillow-cases, 

1  looking-glass,  1  chair,  1  carj)et,  1  bureau,  2  nozzles. 

Aaron  Clatlin  Steam  Fire  Engine,  No.  2,  built  by  the  Araos- 
keag  Co.,  Manchester,  N.  H.,  is  in  good  condition,  and  is  in 
charge  of  N.  B.  Fairbanks  ;  equipped  with  1  set  of  double  har¬ 
nesses,  1  Siamese.  2  hydrant  wrenches,]  crow-bar,  1  axe,  2  hose 
jackets,  1  bucket,  50  feet  rope,  5  drag  ropes,  5  spanner  belts,  12 
spanners,  575  feet  of  hose  in  good  condition,  425  feet  hose  in 
poor  condition,  2  nozzles. 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Carringe  No.  1,  built  by  Abbott-Down- 
ing  Co.,  Concord,  N.  H.,  is  in  good  condition,  and  equipped 
with  550  ft.  hose  in  good  condition,  500  ft.  hose  in  poor  condi¬ 
tion,  1  axe,  1  iron  bar,  4  lanterns,  1  blanket,  11  woolen  coats,  3 
rubber  coats,  6  spanners,  1  Siamese  coupling,  7  drag  ropes,  1  dus¬ 
ter,  1  broom,  1  oil  can,  1  hydrant  wrench,  1  single  harness,  1 
sponge,  1  chamois,  2  nozzles. 

Washington  Hose  Carriage  No.  2,  built  by  iVbbott-Downing 
Co.,  Concord,  N.  H.,  is  in  good  condition,  and  equipped  with  900  : 
ft.  good  hose,  250  ft.  hose  in  poor  condition,  15  woolen  coats,  1  j 
iron  bar,  1  pick-axe,  4  lanterns,  2  pipes,  2  nozzles,  3  hydrant 
wrenches,  1  Siamese  coupling,  10  drag  ropes,  5  spanner  belts,  11 
spanners,  2  oil  cans,  1  oiler,  1  wheel  jack,  2  reel  cranks,  1  cap,  1 
monkey  wrench,  1  horse  blanket,  1  set  single  harness,  1  duster,  1 
chamois,  1  sponge,  1  stove  and  pipe  for  same,  1  settee. 

Win.  C.  Gillman  Hose  Carriage  No.  4,  built  by  Abbott-Down- 
ing  Co.,  Concord,  N.  H.,  is  in  fine  condition  and  equipped  with 


200  ft.  new  hose,  480  ft.  hose  in  good  condition,  850  ft.  hose  in- 
poor  condition,  15  woolen  coats,  8  drag  i-opes,  3  set  spanners  and 
belts,  2  lanterns,  1  axe,  1  iron  hni-,  2  j)ipes  (1  brass  and  1  linen) 
1  Siamese,  1  sponge,  1  pail,  1  carriage  jack,  1  stove  and  pipe  for 
same,  6  chairs,  2  nozzles,  1  duster. 

Excelsior  Hook  &  Ladder  Truck,  built  by  E.  B.  Preston  &  Co.,, 
Chicago,  Ill.,  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  equipj)ed  with  lG5-ft. 
Bangor  ladder,  1  s]>li?e  ladder,  (45ft.,)  1  wall  laddei*  (25  ft.)  1 
roof  ladder,  •  (12  ft.),  1  roof  ladder  (19  ft.),  1  wall  ladder 
(11  ft.),  1  roof  ladder  (25  ft),  5  forks  in  poor  condition,  2  ex¬ 
tinguishers  in  poor  condition,  1  drag  hook  and  pole,  8  tii-e  blan¬ 
kets,  6  buckets,  2  iron  bars,  1  wrench,  2  pike  poles,  KKiQ  ft.  ro]K‘, 
1  extra  large  rake,  65  ft.  lawn  hose,  2  stoves,  1  table,  2  oil  cans,  1 
duster,  75  ft.  old  lawn  hose,  1  gal.  vitriol,  18  coat  stra])s,  1  jack,  1 
chamois,  1  l)room,  1  sponge,  1  box  wheel-grease,  1  stove  brush,  8 
settees,  11  curtains  and  fixtures,  4  lantei'iis.. 

One  Hook  and  Ladder  Truck  in  reserve.  I  will  explain  to 
the  citizens  of  Milford  that  this  ti’iick  holds  the  championshij)  of 
the  world,  therefore  do  not  let  us  ])art  with  it. 

Property  in  the  Engineers’  room :  1  stove  and  pipe,  2  large 
office  tables,  2  settees,  10  large  office  chairs,  9  rubber  coats,  10 
lanterns,  6  badges,  1  pipe  and  nozzle  combined,  2  new  water 
guages. 

There  are  four  buildings  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  located  as  follows:  One  on  South  Main  street,  occupied 
by  Steamers  Nos.  1  and  2,  in  first  class  condition.  One  on 
Spruce  street  occupied  by  Hose  Co’s  Nos.  1  and  2,  in  good  fair 
condition,  if  banked  up.  One  corner  Spruce  and  Main  streets,, 
occupied  by  Excelsior  Hook  and  Ladder  Truck,  No.  1,  needs- 
some  repairing  down  stairs  in  truck  room. 

There  are  sixteen  reservoirs,  situated  in  the  thickly  settled 
parts  of  the  town,  and  four  hydrants  located  in  the  Depot  dis¬ 
tricts,  suitable  for  steamers  only,  there  not  being  force  enough 
from  them  to  throw  a  stream  over  any  building.  They  have  been 
very  convenient  in  case  of  fire  in  this  district,  and  have  done  good 
service,  and  will  continue  so  if  properly  cared  for. 


LOCATION  OF  HYDRANTS  OF  THE  MILFORD  WATER 

WORKS  COMPANY. 


Beach  street,  corner  Central. 
Beach  street,  foot  of  Simons. 
Central  street,  corner  Front. 
Central  street,  opposite  C.  W. 
Shippee’s  shop. 

Central  street,  op)posite  G.  L. 
Thayer’s  shop. 


Central  street,  opposite  Bragg’s 
slip. 

Central  street,  opposite  R._  E, 
Foster’s  shop. 

Congress  street,  corner  Church 
Place. 


Congress  street,  corner  Ex¬ 
change. 

Congress  street,  opposite  Pine. 
Congress  street, opposite  Spruce. 
Congress  street,  opp’te  Walnut. 
Chestnut  street,corner  Orchard. 
Claflin  street,  near  R.  C.  Hus¬ 
sey’s  liouse. 

Claflin  street,  corner  Franklin. 
East  Main  street,  oppt’e  Short. 
East  Main  street,  opposite  Hop- 
kin  ton  road. 

East  Main  street,  corner  Cook. 
East  Mam  street,  head  of  Beach, 
opposite  Basin. 

Franklin  street,  opp.  Chestnut. 
Fruit  street,  opposite  Otis. 
Forest  street,  opp  Claflin. 
Front  street,  near  J.  M.  Esta- 
brook’s  shop. 

Grove  street,  opp.  G.  G.  Par¬ 
ker’s  house. 

High  street,  corner  Spruce. 
Jefferson  street,  opp.  Bragg’s 
slip. 

Lawrence  street,  opp.  Quinlan. 
Mechanic  street,  corner  Winter. 
Main  street,  corner  Prospect. 
Main  street,  corner  Green. 

Main  street,  corner  Fruit. 

Main  street,  corner  Chapin. 
Main  street,  corner  Hollis. 

Main  street,  corner  South  Main. 
Main  street,  corner  South  Bow. 
Main  street,  corner  Central. 


Main  street,opp.  Lawrence  Bl’k. 
Main  street,  corner  Pine. 

Main  street,  corner  Jefferson. 
Main  street,  corner  Spring. 
Main  street,  corner  Spruce, 
Main  street,  corner  Court. 

Main  st^’eet,  corner  North  Bow. 
Main  street,  opposite  Sumner. 
North  Bow  street,  opp.  Colburn 
Fuller  &  Co’s.  shop. 

North  Bow  street,  opp.  Jeffer¬ 
son. 

North  Road,  opp.  1.  N.  Cros¬ 
by’s  house. 

North  Road,  near  A.  Gibson’s 
house. 

Pearl  street,  corner  Main. 

Pearl  street,  opposite  Granite. 
Pine  street,  opp.  Baptist  church. 
Pond  street,  opp.  L.  A.  Cook’s 
coal  office. 

School  street,  junction  of  Pearl. 
School  street,  opp.  High  school. 
School  street,  corner  Spruce. 
South  Main  street,  cor.  Orchard. 
South  Main  street,  cor.  Forest. 
South  Main  street,  junc.  Grove, 
South  Bow  street,  cor.  Claflin. 
South  Bow  street,  cor.  Baker’s 
slip. 

Sumner  street,  opp.  Granite. 
West  street,  corner  High. 

West  street,  corner  Quinlan. 
Walnut  street,  corner  Emmons, 
Winter  street,  corner  Granite. 


FIRE  DISTRICTS  AND  ALARMS  AS  ADOPTED  BY  THE 

MILFORD  FIRE  ENGINEERS. 

District  No.  1  covers  the  territory  included  within  North 
Bow  and  South  Bow  streets,  Main,  Spruce,  Congress  to  South 
Bow,  and  the  alarm  for  fires  in  said  district  will  be  one  long  whis¬ 
tle. 

District  No.  2  comprises  the  territory  from  the  Town  House 
to  Mt.  Pleasant  street,  thence  to  and  through  the  Plains  to  the 
Medway  and  Holliston  lines.  Signal,  one  long  and  two  short 
whistles. 
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District  No.  3  will  take  in  tlie  territory  from  the  Hopkinton 
railroad  to  the  Silver  Hill  road.  Signal,  one  long  and  three  short 
whistles. 

District  No.  4  comprises  the  territory  west  from  Silver  Hill 
road  to  Water  street.  Signal,  one  long  and  four  short  whistles. 

District  No.  5  is  between  Water  and  South  Main  streets  to 
the  Hopedale  line.  Signal,  one  long  and  five  short  whistles. 

District  No.  6  lies  between  South  Main,  Franklin  and  Depot 
streets.  Signal,  one  long  and  six  short  whistles. 

District  No.  7,  from  Depot,  between  Pond  and  Mt.  Pleasant 
streets.  Signal,  one  long  and  seven  short  whistles. 

To  facilitate  the  prompt  location  of  a  fire,  the  Engineers  re¬ 
quest  those  having  telephones  to  wire  the  number  of  the  district 
to  the  engineer  at  the  Electric  Light  station  as  soon  as  possible. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  work  of  the  Department  has  been  most  satisfactory  the 
past  year.  The  officers  and  members  have  taken  great  interest 
in  their  work  and  there  has  been  a  determination  at  heart,  not 
only  to  advance  the  standard  of  efficiency  where  possible,  but 
also  to  elevate  its  moral  standard,  to  win  and  merit  the  confidence 
of  the  ]Hiblic  and  make  the  Department  second  to  none  in  the 
state.  To  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Department  we  desire 
to  return  our  sincere  thanks  for  their  cheerful  obedience  to  our 
orders  and  the  faithful  manner  in  which  they  have  performed 
their  duties.  To  the  Honorable  JBoard  of  Selectmen  we  most 
heartily  return  our  thanks  for  the  interest  they  have  taken  in  our 
Department  and  for  the  credit  they  have  given  us  in  performing 
our  duties. 

Considerable  study  and  investigation  have  convinced  us, 
and  we  think  that  a  little  reflection  will  lead  the  citizens  of  the 
town  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Fire  Department  is  very  badly  in 
need  of  horses  for  the  tw’o  hose  carriages.  Nos.  1  and  2.  One 
year  ago  we  had  two  good  horses  and  a  good  driver  also,  that  was 
always  on  time  at  every  fire.  The  above  mentioned  horses  were 
the  two  blacks  owned  by  the  town,  and  driven  by  Charles  L. 
Withei*ell.  On  April  1st,  1887,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  took 
possession  of  the  horses  entirely,  and  we  were  obliged  to  procure 
other  horses  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Chief  Engineer  James  Powers 
and  Clerk  H.  E.  Madden  consulted  with  Thomas  F.  Davoren  on 
the  case  as  it  stood,  and  he  finally  agreed  to  furnish  two  suitable 
horses  for  the  Department  for  one  year  |or  the  sum  of  $100. 
This  agreement  the  above-named  Engineers  accepted,  and  ordered 
him  on  duty  from  date,  April  1st,  1887.  Mr.  Davoren  has  ful¬ 
filled  his  agreement  according  to  his  judgment,  he  thinking,  at 
the  time  of  his  agreement  with  the  Engineers,  that  a  carriage 
horse  was  capable  of  drawing  a  hose  carriage.  This  we  have 
found  out  not  to  be  so.  By  hiring  horses  for  fire  purposes  in  the 
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above  way,  we  do  not  get  the  same  horse  twice  in  succession. 
We  are  as  liable  to  get  a  horse  that  can  draw  the  carriage  and 
won’t,  as  we  are  to  get  one  that  will  draw  it  and  can’t.  The  En¬ 
gineers  do  not  wish  to  throw  any  reflections  on  Mr.  Davoren’s 
horses,  whatever.  All  we  have  to  sav  is  that  carriasre  horses  are 

'  V  v_’ 

too  high  spirited,  and  will  not  work  in  heavy  hitches.  There  is  one 
thing  certain,  that  the  citizens  and  tax-payers  of  the  town  on  next 
election  day  must  see  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  are  instructed 
to  grant  the  Fire  Department  the  use  of  the  town  horses  for  the 
steamer  and  hose  carriages  Nos.  1  and  2.  If  you  wish  to  have 
your  property  protected  in  case  of  lire,  and  your  Department 
kept  up  to  the  standard,  you  must  therefore  pay  strict  attention 
to  it  at  our  next  town  meeting’’. 

O 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

P.  J.  BAXTER,  Chief  Enoineer, 

D.  R.  JOHNSON,  Ass’t  Engineer, 

THOS.  E.  NUTTING,  Ass’t  Engineer, 

JOHN  J.  MANNING,  Ass’t  Engineer, 

A.  D.  WHITE,  Ass’t  Engineer, 

HENRY  E.  MADDEN,  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEAETH. 


Th(‘  Board  of  Health  liave  to  re])ort  tliat  a  larger  amount  of 
business  has  come  before  them  durirui'  this  than  anv  former  year. 
Tliis  is  probal)ly  due  in  part  to  the  influx  of  new  ])0])ulation,  and  in 
])art  to  the  increased  amount  of  disease  noticed  during  the  year. 
Tliis  latter  cause  has  rendered  ])eo]fle  generally  more  careful  in 
matters  ])ertaining  to  their  health,  and  more  inclined  to  report 
such  nuisances  as  come  under  their  observation.  To  be  sure, 
some  of  these  complaints  come  from  cpiarrelsome  neiglibors  who 
invoke  tlie  aid  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  obtain  an  advantage 
over  their  o])])onents,  but  the  general  run  of  complaints  are  of  well- 
defined  nuisances.  The  most  important  work  undertaken  by  the 
Board  was  the  thorough  cleaning  of  ihe  brook  falling  into  the 
river  near  Central  street,  which  by  frequent  Ailing  with  mud,  be¬ 
came  every  year  the  source  of  great  com]>laint.  The  occupiers 
of  the  land  through  which  the  brook  })asses  with  one  exception 
obeyed  the  order  of  the  Board,  and  each  cleansed  his  ])ortion,  but 
the  owners  of  the  portion  passing  thi*ough  the  marsh  paid  no  at¬ 
tention  to  the  mandate,  and  the  Board  was  conqielled  to  have  the 
Avork  pei’formed  in  that  ])ortion  of  the  stream.  As  to  the  matter 
of  sewerage,  it  is  the  o|)inion  of  the  Board  that  eai'ly  steps  should 
be  taken  to  develop  some  system.  Under  jiresent  circumstances, 
notwithstanding  the  preventives  to  disease  used,  the  town  is  be¬ 
coming  yearly  more  sickly.  The  chief  diseases  that  can  be  traced 
to  bad  sanitation  during  the  vear  have  been  Malarial  and  Typhoid 
Fevers,  and,  in  the  colder  months.  Pneumonia.  While  a  good 
system  of  sewerage  might  not  abolish  these  diseases  from  our 
midst,  experience  in  other  places  has  shown  that  by  such  means 
llieir  frequency  and  violence  liave  been  greatly  mitigated. 

Re8j)ectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  MACK  IN, 

JNO.  M.  EATON, 

M.  P.  BURNS, 

Beard  of  Health. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  FEBRUARY  17,  1888. 


In  hands  of  Treasurer,  closing  of  books,  Feb.  1887, 
Borrowed  of  Milford  Savings  Bank, 

Borrowed  of  Holliston  Savings  Bank, 

Received  of 

P.  A.  Gleason,  collector  of  taxes,  1886, 

“  “  “  1887, 

C.  A.  Dewey,  rent  of  court  room,  1886, 

E.  A.  Brown,  “  “  1887, 

A.  W.  Beard,  rent  of  armory, 

‘  corporation  tax,  1886, 

“  Twohev  case, 

“  corporation  tax, 

“  national  bank  tax, 

“  state  aid,  chapter  252, 

u  u  u 

“  support  state  paupers, 

“  income  Mass,  school  fund. 

Town  of  Hopedale,  county  tax,  1886, 

u  u 


$  742  31 
21,000  OO 
10,000  00 

2,350  0^ 
69,310  46 
300  00 
300  00 
300  00 
17  25 
1,479  50* 
2,549  27 
709  95 
866  00 
4,210  60 
196  09 
104  90 
1,331  10 
1,662  5*1 


in  full  settlement  between  Hope- 


dale  and  Milford,  18,436  95 

J.  H.  Barker,  concrete  work,  1886,  42  64 

F.  L.  Holmes  &  Co.,  rent  of  land  to  March  1,1887,  12  00 

E.  A.  Brown,  dog  tax  money  returned,  674  04 

Town  of  Stoughton,  state  aid  for  Isaac  Cox,  24  00 

“  Rockland,  “  one  Gilbride,  24  00 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  street  lanterns,  7  50 

Win.  L.  Billings,  labor,  Lincoln  House,  126  00 

“  “  town  teams,  260  75 

G.  A.  Sherborne,  labor  town  teams,  by  C.  O.  Woodbury,  23  40 

Steamer  company,  bill,  “  1  00' 

Milford  Water  Co.,  bill,  labor,  etc.,  127  50' 

J.  D.  Hunt,  hay  bill,  35  00 

M.  Burns,  lock-up  key,  1  00 

Frank  Cahill,  lock-up  key,  *  1  00 

T.  F.  Davoren,  “  “  1  00 

Post  22,  G.  A.  R.,  rent  of  hall,  76  OO 

B.  H.  Montague,  rent  of  Town  Hall,  50  OO 

•  “  use  of  Town  Hall  and  lock-up,  543  13^ 
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(( 


u 


(C 


J,  T.  McLoughlin,  rent  of  office, 

“  oleomargarine  licenses, 

“  sidewalk  tax  collections. 

Dr.  Lam  son. 

Rev.  P.  Cuddihy, 

Sale  of  Town  History,  including  amount  paid  over  by 
Publishing  Committee, 

Benno  Medicine  Co.,  license, 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Carpenter,  “  Lyceum  Hall, 

H.  E.  Morgan,  “  Music  Hall, 

J.  H.  Wood,  auctioneer’s  license, 

E.  Mann, 


(( 


a 


u 

li 

a 


G.  G.  Thayer, 

John  Watson, 

J.  P.  Gallagher,  “ 

C.  M.  Mason,  “ 

F.  A.  Robbins,  circus 
J.  C.  Rockwell  Theatre  Co.,  license, 
JohnCronan,  pool  license, 

J.  H.  Keefe, 

Louis  Roden, 

A.  Goucher, 

D.  Quinn, 

C.  H.  Gillon, 

J.  O.  Mahoney, 

B.  Manion, 

Thos.  Kelley, 

O.  F.  Knowlton  &  Co.,  pool  license, 
Wm.  A.  Pond, 

K.  Fregeau, 

J.  F.  McGuinness, 

J.  L.  Keefe, 

J.  L.  Martin, 

M.  Howard, 

Charles  Smith, 


(2) 


(( 

U 

U 

(( 

ii 

u 

u 

it 


ii 

u 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 


i. 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

u 


ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 


^  50  00 
1  00 
60  94 
49  68 
148  65 

723  25 
10  00 
6  00 
34  00 


2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


35  00 
47  00 


2 

2 


00 

00 


u 


2  OO 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 


$139,110  43 

Received  for  liquor 

licenses  as  follows: — 

Wm.  A.  Pond, 

$125  00 

D.  Quinn, 

$125  00 

B.  Manion, 

125  00 

0.  F.  Knowlton, 

P25  00 

J.  F.  Stratton, 

J.  0.  Mahoney, 

125  00 

J.  Cronan, 

P.  Gillon, 

125  00 

125  00 

125  00 

Wm.  Quinlan, 

125  00 

E.  Waid, 

125  00 

L.  Roden, 

Thos.  Graven, 

125  00 

J.  Dillon, 

125  00 

125  00 

Mullen, 

125  00 

D.  Nugent, 

125  00 

M.  Tiernan, 

125  00 

Wm.  Fitzpatrick, 

125  00 

T.  Quirk, 

125  00 

K.  Fitzgerald, 

125  00 

H.  Conley, 

125  00 

J.  J.  Milan, 

125  00 

L.  R.  Hazard, 

125  00 

40 


Chas.  Smith, 

$125 

00 

H.  E.  Morgan, 

$  75 

00 

J.  J.  Martin, 

125 

00 

J.  A.  Rice, 

75 

00 

J.  II.  Keefe, 

125 

00 

L.  A.  Lamson, 

Mrs.  D.  Kelley, 

75 

00 

Thos.  Kelley, 

125 

00 

50 

00 

Joseph  Woods, 

125 

00 

Geo.  Tully, 

50 

00 

J.  L.  O’Keefe, 

125 

00 

P.  Reynolds, 

50 

00 

N.  Fregeau, 

Wm.  Sheehan, 

125 

00 

Mrs.  C.  M.  McCorm 

ick,  50 

00 

125 

00 

Albert  La  very, 

Kate  Cal  Ian  an. 

50 

00 

Mrs.  Cauley, 

125 

00 

50 

00 

J.  Eogers, 

125 

00 

J.  T.  Dizier, 

200 

00 

T.  McGee, 

125 

00 

A,  Goucher, 

200 

00 

Jas.  Bradley, 

125 

00 

C.  H.  Gillon, 

200 

00 

IT  Holland*, 

125 

00 

J.  F.  McGuinnis, 

200 

00 

A.  F.  Burke, 

125 

00 

W.  P.  Beals, 

200 

00 

M.  Howard, 

125 

00 

Jas.  Igoe, 

175 

00 

G.  IT.  Brigham, 

125 

00 

J.  F.  Stratton, 

L75 

00 

Jas.  H.  Coidey, 

125 

00 

P.  Gillon, 

175 

00 

]!.  J.  McNallv, 

125 

00 

L.  R.  Hazard, 

175 

00 

11.  A.  Greeley, 

A.  H.  Sweet, 

57 

57 

00 

00 

J.  H.  Matthews, 

166 

50 

T.  H.  Mann, 

57 

00 

Total, 

$7,616 

50 

Total  recei])ts, 

Paid  on  Selectmen’s  orders, 

Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands, 


1146,726  93 
145,422  72 

$1,304  21 


TOWN  DEBT. 

Statement  of  town  debt,  as  it  appears  at  time  of  closing*  the 


books : — 

Bonds  (5’s)  held  by  Milford  Savings  bank,  due  1893,  $40,000 

Memorial  Hall  note  (4^’s)  on  demand,  15,000 

Bonds  (6’s)  held  by  Milford  Savings  bank,  due  1897,  10,000 

Bonds  (6’s)  held  by  parties  in  Jloston,  due  1897,  15,000 

Selectmen’s  notes  (5’s)  on  demand  to  make  up  deficiency 

in  paying  town  debt,  7,000 

Treasurer’s  notes  (5’s)  on  demand,  borrowed  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  taxes,  '  7,0(  0 


$94,000 

Besides  above  I  have  on  hand  approved  bills  amounting  to 
$184.13  and  accrued  interest  on  above  bonds  now  due,  $300. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEWIS  HAYDEN,  Town  Treasurer. 
Milford,  Feb.  18,  1888. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


[Any  tax-))ayer  wishinp^  to  examine  bills  can  do  so  by  ap¬ 
plying  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Board.] 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 


Orders  drawn 

P.  Conniff,  labor,  5  40 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Holmes,  rent  of  barn,  100  00 

T.  C.  Eastman,  grain,  417  05 

J.  J.  Grothe,  blacksmithing,  (’86),  8  70 

J.  J.  Grothe,  “  61  94 

Lydia  Blood,  gravel,  (’86),  5  00 

T.  N .  Ide,  blacksmithing,  107  62 

American  Road  Machine  Co.,  supplies,  8  70 

Prentice  &  Son,  grain,  438  44 

Timothy  Shea,  curbing,  200  95 

John  P.  Pratt,  oil,  18  00 

Henry  S.  Cushman,  harness  supplies,  65  80 

Stevens  &  Johnson,  blacksmithing,  3  62 

Field  Bros.,  lumber  and  straw,  108  39 

Field  Bros.,  labor  of  man  and  team,  9  60 

Eli  Bates,  plank,  20  75 

S.  Johnson,  blacksmithing,  16  55 

M.  &  W.  and  N.  Y.  &  N.  E.  freight  bill,  7  09 

Ira  N.  Ide,  blacksmithing,  -  38  10 

C.  C.  Fisk,  hay,  126  74 

W.  D.  Nickerson,  babbitt-metal,  3  94 

James  A.  Boyce,  blacksmithing,  9  86 

Farrel  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  supplies,  132  47 

Thos.  B.  Adams  &  Co.,  belting,  45  41 

G*  A.  Sherborne,  horses  on  acc’t  fire  dep’t.,  21  25 

Miller  &  Shaw,  grate  for  crusher,  6  70 

Lysandei-  Grow,  blacksmithing,  20  40 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  supplies,  19  18 

W.  L.  Billings,  one  horse,  291  59 

“  doctoring  horses,  30  00 

“  medicine,  7  50 

“  sundry  bills,  5  43 

N.  Frank  Davis,  packing  for  crusher,  6  00 

James  Taylor,  gravel,  15  33 

South  Boston  Iron  Works,  supplies,  20  88 

Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.,  freight  bill,  1  66 
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Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  labor, 

S  29  10 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  and  wood  for  crusher. 

225  16  . 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  supplies,  \ 

113  23 

John  McDonough,  labor. 

10  00 

Michael  Slattery,  labor. 

6  00 

Henry  Willard,  labor  and  repairing  crusher. 

178  50 

J.  F.  Haskell,  carting  gravel. 

5  50 

Jervis  Cook,  hay  and  straw. 

61  50 

Milford  W ater  Co.,  water  for  crusher. 

20  00 

Cyrus  Noyes,  supplies. 

2  66 

E.  Mann,  constructing  culvert. 

15  00 

Cook  Bros.,  tallow. 

4  36 

A.  A.  Taft,  gravel. 

8  30 

“  rent  of  land  for  crusher,  18  months,  90  00 

Mrs.  Flanigan,  gravel. 

1  68 

W.  Johnson,  use  of  horse. 

15  75 

L.  Gaskill,  gravel. 

13  44 

M.  Reynolds,  labor. 

•2  00 

C.  M.  Thayer,  supplies. 

3  67 

L.  E.  Belknap,  labor  and  repairing. 

45  25 

H.  A.  Barney,  use  of  horse. 

4  50 

“  gravel. 

16  90 

D.  B.  Rockwood,  blacksmithing. 

22  30 

Fred  M.  Walker,  supplies  for  stable, 

2  75 

J.  Macuen,  gravel. 

11  48 

A.  Bragg,  “ 

1  68 

B.  F.  Cook,  “ 

2  66 

S.  W.  Hayward,  gravel. 

6  00 

Mr.  W alpole,  “ 

9  30 

E.  Gallagher,  “ 

26  60 

Mr.  Corrigan,  “ 

1  68 

Mrs.  Blood,  “ 

9  45 

Mrs.  Flaherty,  “ 

3  30 

$3,376  74 


Amount  for  Labor. 


W.  L.  Billings,  superintendent,  10  months. 

$750 

00 

C.  O.  Woodbury, 

799 

93 

Fred  Walker, 

$609 

00 

C.  Witherell, 

609 

00 

B.  Kiernan, 

607 

00 

James  McAvov, 

435 

59 

Patrick  Donlon, 

422 

15 

P.  Glennon, 

400 

65 

Terrence  Sheedy, 

403 

70 

Patrick  Casey, 

349 

55 

Phil  Gilday, 

356 

60 

Patrick  Milan, 

357 

50 

$1,649  93 
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Henry  McAvoy, 
John  Dronv, 

J.  McGuire, 

T.  Sullivan, 

M.  Shay, 

Mr.  Quinn, 

P.  Boyle,  , 
P.  Clancy, 

B.  Gibbons, 
James  Cannon, 
J.  Hayes, 

J.  Simpson, 

J.  Cullen, 

J.  McGrath, 
James  Bolan, 
W.  Sherman, 

J.  Conley, 

J.  Campbell, 


Total  amount  expended. 
Amount  appropriated. 

Earnings  of  Highway  Department:— 
Milford  Water  Co.,  labor, 

A.  Seaver,  labor. 

Work  done  for  other  Departments: — 
Memorial  Hall  Square, 

Sidewalks, 

Fire  Department, 

School  Department, 


Extra  amount  authorized  at  Sept,  meeting. 


$334  30 
304  40 
248  20 
110  00 
103  50 
99  80 
75  20 
67  40 
63  00 
55  20 
34  00 
31  00 
24  40 
16  50 
9  00 
8  00 
4  05 
90 


- $6,139  5^ 


^11,066  26’ 

$8,000  00 

133  50 
126  00 

111  00 
148  50 
68  00 
5  00 


$8,592  00 

2,000  00 

- $10,592  oa 


Exceeded  appropriation. 


$574  2& 


TOWN  INCIDENTALS. 


S.  C.  Sumner,  checking  list,  $  10  00 

Ellam  &  Gleason,  23  70 

Sherborne  &  Wishart,  express,  30 

James  Powers,  team,  1  00 

“  bill,  4  50 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing  reports  1886-7,  etc.,  146  00 

“  printing  voting  lists,  25  00 

“  sundry  bills,  45  25 

C.  A.  Hoyt,  labor,  5  55 

Cornelius  McGann,  labor,  4  00 

John  Shea,  burying  hog,  1  00 
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"JVI.  P.  Burns,  l)urying  nuisances, 

Times  Pul).  Co.,  printing  and  advertising, 
W.  E.  Cheney,  posting  bills, 

M.  W.  Edwards,  return  of  deaths,  (’86), 
Crohen  Connell,  burying  2  cats, 

George  A.  Sherborne,  sprinkling  street. 


u 


teaming. 


repairs  on 


W.  H.  Pyne,  services  as  teller, 

M.  K.  Wari-en,  license  blanks, 

W.  P.  Beals,  bill, 

G.  R.  Scott,  rent  of  armory. 

Cook  A;  Sons,  printing  and  advertising, 

Cyrus  Noyes,  bill, 

John  Csher,  water, 

Wm.  Campbell,  burying  carcasses, 

John  T.  Ryan,  burying  dog, 

Edward  Quirk,  burying  cat, 

Capt.  J.  T.  Berrill,  target  ranine,  Co.  M, 

“  armory  i-ent, 

D  wyer  Bros.,  lettering, 

M.  vV.  Ed  wards  and  P2  others,  police  duty 
July  8  and  4, 

James  Bergin,  repairing  fence, 

Howard  Watch  &  Clock  Co., 
town  clock, 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  for  armory,  (’86), 

J.  Hubbard  &  Co.,  dozen  atomizers, 
Guizeppe  Cutrano,  labor,  per  order  Board 

of  Health, 

Elias  Whitney,  locating  boundary. 

Geo.  F.  King  &  Merrill,  record  book, 

C.  S.  Albee,  abating  nuisance, 

John  Coffey, 

John  Alster, 

Frank  Cooney, 

Edward  Hayward,  damage  by  dogs, 

Busliee  &  Johnston,  express, 

M.  J.  Buckley,  services  as  teller, 

Alton  A.  Cook,  surveying  and  measurements, 
C.  A.  Sumner,  services  as  teller, 

James  Flynn  and  Wm.  Campbell,  burying 
cat  and  dog, 

Adams  Express  Co.,  express, 

J.  F.  McGuinness,  bill, 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water  for  armory, 

water  for  Dilla  St.  trough. 


u 


u 


a 


(( 


James  Mulligan,  M.  D., 

Wm.  Emery,  services  attending 


$  1 

00 

73 

25 

8 

50 

22 

75 

1 

00 

15 

00 

8 

85 

8 

00 

15 

52 

4 

50 

275 

00 

101 

75 

9 

18 

5 

00 

2 

50 

1 

00 

1 

00 

25 

00 

25 

00 

8 

00 

68 

00 

2 

75 

23 

00 

8 

76 

7 

50 

72 

05 

1 

00 

12 

00 

50 

50 

1 

00 

50 

75 

85 

6 

00 

82 

77 

8 

00 

1 

50 

50 

5 

00 

9 

00 

40 

00 

,  23 

38 

,  5 

00 

2 

00 

8 

90 

45 


James  Hill,  riiiuing  town  bell, 

Daily  News,  advertising, 

John  Gilbride,  military  aid  on  acc’t  of 
Rockland,  Mass., 

M.  W.  Edwards,  bill, 

A.  J.  Sumner,  taxes  abated  and  returned, 

G.  W.  Stacy,  stationery, 

J.  M.  Wood,  repaii's  in  No.  Purchase  cemetery, 
M.  Broderick,  watchman  Memorial  Hall  Sq., 
Ch  as.  Mackin,  M.  D.,  return  of  births, 

James  Mulligan,  “  “ 

J.  M.  French,  “  “ 

M.  W.  Knight,  “  “ 

Jno.  J.  Duggan,  “  “ 

C.  D.  Albro,  “  “ 

M.  W.  Edwards,  return  of  deaths, 

W ood  &  Nye,  “ 

G.  M.  Brown,  supplies. 


S  2 

50 

6 

25 

18 

00 

1 

50 

4 

37 

22 

01 

6 

25 

10 

00  ■ 

14 

00 

2 

00 

3 

00 

10 

00 

4 

75 

25 

29 

00 

17 

00 

1 

50 

$1,406  14 


Salaries. 


M.  Broderick,  services  at  town  meetings,  $  5  00 

“  ])atrol  duty  on  Main  street,  206  25 

James  H.  Burns,  patrol  duty  on  Main  street,  206  25 
O.  D.  Holmes,  night  watch,  84  00 

“  constable,  47  00 

W.  J.  Coakley,  registrar,  (’86),  25  00 

A.  Wheeler,  “  “  25  00 

Jesse  A.  Taft,  “  “  ^  25  00 

L.  Havden,  “  “  25  00 

John  T.  Ryan,  patrol  duty  on  East  Main  St.,  54  00 


Chas.  H.  Waters,  patrol  duty  on  East  Main  St.,  54  00 
W.  S.  V.  Cooke,  services  as  Assessor, 

Geo.  E.  Stacy,  “  “ 

A.  J. .Sumner,  “  “ 

“  expenses  and  postage. 

Geo.  W.  Stacy,  use  of  horse  for  Assessors, 

P.  P.  Field,  services  as  Selectman, 

M.  W.  Edwards,  services  as  Selectman, 

C.  H.  Walker,  services  as  Selectman, 

•J.  A.  Taft,  Registrar, 

A.  Wheeler,  “ 

James  Murray,  jr.,  “ 

John  T.  McLoughlin,  Registrar, 

E.  J.  Dalton,  constable  for  Registrars, 

“  dog  officer, 

J.  T.  McLoughlin,  services  as  Town  Clerk, 

“  “  clerk  of  Selectmen,  100  00 

“  coirt’g  and  ret’n’g  births, 

deaths,  etc.. 


175  00 
185  00 
132  50 

1  96 

7  50 

325  00 
300  00 
300  00 
75  00 
75  00 
75  00 
75  00 

2  00 
10  00 
75  00 


134  15 


I  7  85 
325  00 
100  00 
100  00 
250  00 
5  00 
20  00 
22  56 
.764  82 
107  70 
40  00 
1  00 

- $4,548  64 


Damages  and  Law  Suits. 


Mrs.  Catherine  Neugent,  for  injuries  received 

on  sidewalk,  $  50  00 

John  Maroney,  for  injuries  on  highway,  '  100  00 
S.  C.  Sumner,  for  wife’s  injuries  received  on  , 

sidewalk,  150  00 

P.  H.  Curran, expenses  to  court  at  Worcester, ’86,  9  16 

“  “  and  services  in  Hope- 

dale  case,  20  00 

P.  H.  Curran,  expenses  in  Beatty  case,  7  91 

M.  W.  Edwards,  expenses  to  Brookfield,  Mee¬ 
han  case,  5  00 

P.  P.  Field  and  M.  W.  Edwards,  expenses  to 
Boston  in  Hopedale  case  and  to  Brook¬ 
field  in  Meehan  case,  28  53 

Dhas.  D.  Gay,  stenographer,  one  half  expense 

of  Hopedale  case,  7  50 

Wm.  Gaston,  Esq.,  services  Hopedale  case,  250  00 

H.  E.  Fales,  Esq.,  “  “  150  00 

Simeon  Borden,  Esq.,  one  half  expense  of  com¬ 
missioners,  Hopedale  case,  175  00 

Kent  &  Dewey,  legal  services  in  Shea  cases,  167  00 
Fred  Swasey,  services  in  Shea  cases,  114  00 

S.  W.  Hayward,  summonses  and  witnesses  in 

Shea  cases,  10  05 

J.  T.  McLoughlin,  expenses  at  Worcester  in 

Shea  cases,  2  00 

P.  P.  Field,  witnesses  and  expenses  at  Worces¬ 
ter  in  Shea  cases,  32  45 

Poor  department,  expenses  at  court  and  legis¬ 
lature  in  Twohey  case,  101  86 

P.  P.  Field,  expenses  to  Boston  and  Worcester,  6  46 

Chas.  Mackin,  M.  D.,  services,  Meehan  case,  10  00 
Mary  Ann  Meehan,  damages  in  full,  ‘  625  00 

A.  Stevens,  witness,  Beatty  case,  3  00 
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J.  T.  McLoughlin,  postage  and  express, 
C.  L.  Clark,  services  as  Overseer, 
John  Smith,  “  “ 

P.  P.  O’Donnell,  “  “ 

L.  Hayden,  services  as  Treasurer, 

“  postage  and  express, 

B.  H.  Montague,  sealer  of  weights, 

P.  A.  Gleason,  tax  collector,  ’86, 

“  “  ’87, 

M.  P.  Burns,  services  Board  of  Health, 

J.  M.  Eaton,  M.  D.,  “ 

“  expenses, 
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H.  E.  Fales,  Esq.,  legal  services  in  Beatty  and 
Meehan  cases  and  notices  for  Board  of 
Health,  $250  40 

C.  H.  Walker,  expenses  on  Meehan  case,  5  00 

O.  D.  Holmes,  witness,  Beatty  case,  6  50 

L.  E.  Fales,  »  “  3  00 

H.  C.  Snell,  sum’ns’s  and  witn’ses,  Meehan  case,  21  80 

“  “  “  Beatty  case,  39  00 

P.  P.  Field,  expenses,  Beatty  and  Meehan  cases,  j50  55 

J.  M.  West,  witness,  Beatty  case,  6  00 

Jos.  H.  Wood,  Esq.,  attorney  for  Mrs.  Beatty 

,  in  full  settlement,  1,112  95 

- $3,520  12  ‘ 


Total,  $9,474  80 


MEMORIAL  HALL  SQUARE. 


O.  A.  Wright,  building  cellar  of  hose  house,  $179  94 


“  stone  for  “  “  10  40 

“  extra  labor  “  15  65 

Benj.  Hartford,  moving  hose  house,  200  00 

T.  Ci.  Coffey,  labor,  3  85 

Otis  Whitney  &  Son,  labor  on  hose  house,  381  20 

Cyrus  Noyes,  painting  hose  house,  43  00 

John  Robertson,  stone  for  hose  house,  12  25 

Leonard  Hunt,  award,  1250  00 

Heirs  of  Diana  Cook,  award,  1250  00 

Heirs  of  Angenette  Thayer,  award,  4000  00 

H.  C.  Ross,  curbing,  150  00 


$7,496  29 


CONCRETE  SIDEWALKS. 


W.  E.  Phillips, 
Richardson  &  Carr, 
Simpson  Bros., 

Timothy  Shea,  curbing. 


$  129  19 
15  00 
1,173  74 
57  38 

-  $1,375  81 


BETTERMENTS  PAID. 


Rev.  P.  Cuddihy,  $148  75 

P.  P.  Field,  56  06 

John  Robertson,  44  63 

B.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  88 


$254  32 
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DUE  THE  TOWN. 


M.ifc  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  $51  47 

Milford  Land  Co.,  48  36 

Charles  River  Shoe  Factory  Co.,  46  61 

Godfrey  estate,  45  51 

-  $191  95 

$446  2T 


'  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 


L.  E.  Fales,  secretary,  $2,139  42 

W.  T.  ]  jeonard,  superintendent,  7,243  88 

S.  F.  Blodgett,  superintendent,  11,801  76 


$21,185  06 

Israel  Nickerson,  cleaning  schoolhouses,  35  00 

J.  Madden,  water,  *  5  00 

- $21,225  06 


POOR  DEPARTMENT. 

C.  L.  Clark,  chairman,  $10,040  06 

C.  L.  Clark,  chairman,  state  pauper  money  returned 

from  state  treasurer,  $196  09 

TOWN  LIBRARY. 

N.  F.  Blake,  treasurer, 

N.  F.  Blake,  treasurer,  ^  dog  tax. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

H.  E.  Madden,  clerk  and  treasurer,  $4,750  00 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water  for  Spruce  street 

hose  house,  11  76 

- $4J61  76 


$500  00 
337  02 

- $837  02: 


GAS  AND  STREET  LIGHTS. 


Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  $1,027  83 

Globe  Gas  Light  Co.,  835  02 

Milford  Electric  Light  Co.,  1,391  67 

«  _ 

$3,254  52 

Globe  Gas  Light  Co.,  supplies,  ^  37  76 

Michael  Slattery,  moving  lamp,  1  50 

John  Burnett,  repairing  lamps,  '  1  30 

E.  P.  Gleason  Mfg.  Co.,  globes,  10  03 

- $3,305  11 
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INTEREST. 

Milford  Savings  Bank. 

Hide  &  Leather  Bank, 

Holliston  Savings  Bank, 


'  $3,580  69 
1,350  00 
158  85 

- $5,089  54 


TOWN  HALL  AND  LOCKUP  ACCOUNT. 

$2  07 
5  15 

8  35 
1  00 
1  00 

189  20 
20  75 
1  00  . 

65  48 
1  70 

9  70 
42  91 

1  00 
9  00 
3  30 
34  49 
100  00 
200  00 

-  $696  10 


TOWN  PARK  ACCOUNT. 


Hugh  Smith,  labor, 

$32  00 

John  Coffey,  “ 

5  00 

S.  A.  Cook,  “ 

1  00 

0.  D.  Holmes,  constable. 

5  00 

Field  Bros.,  lumber. 

3  49 

W.  F.  Reynolds,  material, 

1  25 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing. 

1  50 

$49  24 


L.  L.  Wheelock,  plastering, 

J.  Allen  Rice,  drug  supplies,  (’86), 

u  • 

James  Murray,  jr.,  lockup  key, 

T.  F.  Hayes,  lockup  key. 

Field  Bros.,  coal, 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting  lockup, 

O.  D.  Holmes,  lockup  key, 

M.  P.  Callanan,  supplies, 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  supplies, 

J.  A.  Simpson,  repairing  settees, 
Bartlett  &  Ellis  bill, 

E.  E.  Bates,  lockup  key, 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water, 

Hixon  Bros.,  curtain  and  fixtures, 

B.  H.  Montague,  sup})lies, 

“  salary  lockup  kee])er, 

“  “  janitor. 


MEMORIAL  HALL  ACCOUNT. 


H.  B.  Thayer,  janitor,  $300  00 

Lee  Brothers,  gas  governor,  30  00 

H.  A.  Barney,  coal,  47  80 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  supplies,  2  95 

G.  A.  Sherborne,  teaming,  2  25 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  supplies,  41  00 

W aldo  Bros.,  cement,  37  00 

Timothy  Shea,  steps,  etc.,  »  174  75 
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H.  B.  Thayer,  door  mat, 

Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  freight. 

$  1 

00 

i 

63 

Henry  Willard,  labor  and  repairs, 

A.  S.  Pickering,  labor,  cementing  cellar. 

1 

60 

30 

97 

Otis  Whitney  &  Son,  repairing. 

2 

30 

Eldredge  &  Beatty,  painting. 

3 

40 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water. 

50 

00 

L.  A.  Cook,  cement, 

9 

60 

Field  Bros.,  coal. 

151 

20 

T.  E.  Morse,  bill. 

1 

87 

J.  L  Buxton,  labor  on  tablets. 

1 

35 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  for  library. 

134 

90 

- SI, 031  57 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

B.  H.  Montague,  appropriation,  $100  00 

VERNON  GROVE  CEMETERY. 

H.  C.  Skinner,  trustee,  $150  00 


LAWRENCE  STREET. 


Labor, 

$146 

45 

T.  N.  Crosby,  drain  pipe. 

23 

76 

Maurice  Foley,  lanterns  and  lighting. 

1 

85 

Wm.  Jones,  teaming. 

5 

00 

Norcross  Bros.,  stone, 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  drain  pipe. 

3 

25 

78 

31 

P.  Gillon,  gravel. 

16 

80 

-  42 

WATER  FOR  PTRE  PURPOSES. 

W.  H.  Barney,  rent  of  hydrants,  $3,354  79 

PLANS  AND  SURVEYS  OF  SEWERAGE  COMMITTEE. 

Ernest  W.  Bowditch,  services  for  surveys 

and  estimates,  $785  00 

James  R.  Davis,  legal  services  and  expenses,  15  00 
James  F.  Stratton,  expenses  to  Boston,  12  00 

- r-  $812  00 

NATIONAL  BANK  TAX. 

A.  W.  Beard,  state  treasurer,  $4,177  56 

STATE  TAX. 

A.  W.  Beard,  state  treasurer. 


$6,952  50 
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LIQUOR  LICENSES. 

A.  W.  Beard,  treasurer,  one  fourth  amount  received,  *11,904  12 


SUPPORT  OF  PAUPERS. 
A.  W.  Beard,  treasurer, 


$88  68 


MONEY  BORROWED  AND  PAID. 


Holliston  Savings  Bank,  note. 

110,000  00 

• 

Milford  Savings  Bank,  note, 

10,000  00 

$20,000  00 

TOWN  DEBT. 

Milford  Savings  Bank,  town  bonds. 

$25,000  00 

STATE  AND 

MILITARY 

AID. 

Paid  by  L.  Hayden,  treasurer. 

as  follows: — 

State  aid. 

$4,089  00 

Military  aid. 

1,852  00 

$5,941  00 

RECAPITULATION 

OF  ORDERS  DRAWN. 

» 

Appropriation. 

Highway  department. 

$11,066 

26 

$  8,000 

Incidentals, 

9,474 

80 

5,000 

Schools, 

21,225 

06 

20,500 

Poor  department. 

10,236 

09 

9,000 

Town  debt. 

25,000 

00 

5,000 

Money  borrowed  and  paid. 

20,000 

00 

State  tax. 

P,952 

52 

National  bank  tax. 

4,177 

56 

State  and  military  aid. 

5,941 

00 

600 

Liquor  licenses. 

1,904 

12 

W ater  for  fire  purposes. 

3,354 

79 

3,000 

Interest, 

5,089 

54 

5,500 

Fire  department. 

4,761 

76 

4,690 

Gas  and  street  lights, 

3,305 

11 

3,000 

Memorial  Hall  Square, 

7,496 

29 

“  account. 

1,031 

57 

Town  Hall  and  Lockup, 

696 

10 

Plans  and  surveys.  Sewer  Committee,  812 

00 

1,200 

Lawrence  street. 

275 

42 

500 

Town  Park, 

49 

24 

75 

Library, 

837 

02 

500 

Appropriation. 

Concrete  sidewalks, 

f5l,375  31 

$500 

Vernon  Grove  cemetery, 

150  00 

150 

Memorial  Day, 

100  00 

100 

8uj)j)orl  of  ])an})ers. 

88  68 

Burial  lots. 

‘22  60 

) 

.1^145,4‘22  72 

P. 

P.  FIELD, 

M. 

W.  EDWARDS, 

C.  11.  WALKP]B, 

# 

Selectmen 

of  Milford. 

REPORT 


OF  THE 


AXD 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MILFORD, 
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MILFORD,  MASS.: 

G.  M.  BILLINGS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 

1888. 


School  Committee  i887-’88 


CHARLES  MACKIN, 

Term 

expires 

1890 

R.  H.  COCHRAN, 

(( 

u 

1890 

JOSEPH'F.  HrCKEY, 

(( 

u 

1889 

CHARLES  E.  WHIlIsfEY, 

(( 

(( 

1889 

GEORGE  G.  PARKER, 

u 

(( 

1888 

GEORGE  E.  STACY, 

n 

1888 

ORGANIZATION. 

GEOKGE  G.  PARKER,  Chairman, 

S.  F.  BLODGETT,  Secretary. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

S.  F.  BLODGETT. 


SUR-COMMITTEES. 

Rules  and  Regidations, 


R.  H.  COCHRAN,  CHARLES  MACKIN, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


Teachers  and  Examinations, 

JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY,  GEORGE  E.  STACY, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


Repairs. 

CHARLES  MACKIN,  CHARLES  E.  WHITNEY, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


Text-hooks  and  Supplies. 


R.  H.  COCHRAN,  GEORGE  G.  PARKER, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


Fuel. 


CHARLES  E.  WHITNEY, 


JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY. 


Report  of  the  School  Committee. 

1888. 


The  employment  of  a  Superintendent  relieves  the  Committee 
of  the  direct  management  of  the  schools,  and  limits  their  duties 
to  a  general  supervision,  including  the  employment  of  teachers, 
fixing  their  compensation,  directing  repairs,  supplying  text-books 
and  fuel,  prescribing  courses  of  study  and  methods  of  promotion, 
and  providing  suitable  accommodations.  And  this  the  law  re¬ 
quires  them  to  do  without  compensation.  It  is  also  expected 
that  the  Committee  will  carefully  consider  the  appropriations 
required  for  the  school  department,  and  make  an  annual  recom¬ 
mendation  to  the  town,  as  to  the  amounts  required. 

It  seems  imperative  now,  to  recommend  the  erection  of  a  new 
school  building  to  accommodate  the  two  schools  occupying  the  Old 
Town  House  building.  There  can  be  no  question  that  this  build¬ 
ing  should  be  abandoned  as  a  schoolhouse  and  a  new  one  erected 
in  a  locality  suiting  the  convenience  of  the  pupils  now  attending 
there.  The  lot  on  Spruce  street,  in  the  rear  of  Memorial  Hall,  is 
.  the  place  in  all  respects  the  most  desirable.  A  building  similar 
to  the  Chapin  street  schoolhouse,  with  two  rooms  on  the  same 
floor,  will  meet  the  present  necessities  of  the  case.  That  house 
was  built  in  1867  at  a  cost  of  about  15000,  including  land  and  all 
furnishings.  Probably  $4000  will  meet  the  cost  of  one  of  the 
same  capacity  on  land  owned  by  the  town. 

The  town  has  had  a  long  reprieve  from  the  cost  of  school- 
house  building.  Since  1870,  for  seventeen  years,  the  town  has 
not  been  called  upon  to  build  a  new  schoolhouse,  though  addi¬ 
tions  have  been  made  in  two  cases.  During  the-  thirteen  years 
preceding  that  date,  the  town  erected  and  furnished  twelve  dif¬ 
ferent  school  buildings,  including  the  four  large  Grammar  school- 
houses,  at  a  cost  of  over  $58,000.  Under  these  considerations  it 
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cannot  be  supposed  that  tlie  town  will  longer  postpone  tliis  much 
needed  appropriation. 

Mr.  Leonard,  the  former  Superintendent,  declining  further 
service,  Mr.  S.  F.  Blodgett  was  engaged  in  his  place,beginning  his 
service  at  the  o])ening  of  the  schools  in  Septembei  last.  Witli 
previous  experience  as  a  teacher  and  supervisor,and  devoting  him¬ 
self  faithfully  to  the  duties  of  his  position,  he  has  met  the  high¬ 
est  expectations  of  tlie  Committee  and  the  confidence  and  ap¬ 
proval  of  all  concerned  or  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools. 

The  teachers,  so  far  as  possible,  have  been  selected  from 
residents  of  the  town.  Outside  of  the  High  school,  almost  the 
whole  corps  of  teachers  have  received  their  education  in  our  own 
schuols,and  reside  at  their  own  homes.  While  the  standard  of  quali¬ 
fication  has  been  raised,  our  own  pupils,  by  industry  and  applica¬ 
tion  during  the  prescribed  course  of  study  in  the  town  schools,  or 
by  further  study  at  the  Xorrnal  schools,  have  found  no  difficulty 
in  attaining  it.  This  is  the  best  policy  and  should  be  as  strictly 
followed  as  ])racticable. 

A  successful  attempt  has  been  made  to  improve  the  evening 
school  and  render  it  more  attractive  and  useful,  ft  was  decided 
to  occupy  a  room  in  the  High  school  building,  where  the  sur¬ 
roundings  were  more  attractive  and  the  access  more  convenient. 
J.  H.  Wood,  Esq.  was  prevailed  u])on  to  take  charge  of  it  for 
another  term,  as  his  qualifications  were  well  established.  It  was 
found  necessary  to  employ  an  assistant,  and  Miss  N".  M.  Conely 
was  appointed.  The  attendance  has  been  large  and  regular,  and 
a  greater  interest  than  ever  before  manifested  in  the  work  pre¬ 
scribed. 

For  a  detailed  statement  of  the  schools,  their  [)rogress,  con¬ 
dition,  numbers,  classification,  expenditure,  and  general  results, 
reference  is  made  to  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Superinten¬ 
dent,  hereto  appended  and  approved  by  the  board.  lilspecial  at¬ 
tention  IS  called  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Superintendent  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  introduction  of  music  as  a  school  exercise.  A  fitting 
tribute  will  also  be  found  to  tlie  memory  of  one  of  our  most  effi¬ 
cient  and  faithful  teachers,  Miss  Mary  J.  Kelly,  who  died  soon 
after  Mr.  Blodgett  took  charge  of  the  schools.  But  his  acquaint¬ 
ance  was  long  .enough  to  learn  her  fidelity  to  duty,  and  her 
courage  and  fortitude  in  its  performance,  even  when  her  strength 
and  life  were  almost  gone.  No  warrior  ever  fell  at  his  post  with 
greater  heroism. 


5 


IIECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  Committee  recommenrl  the  following  appropriations  : — ■ 


Salaries  of  teachers,  $15, (>00  00 

Salary  of  Superintendent,  1,500  00 

Fuel,  .  1,100  00 

Repairs,  1,000  00 

Text-books  and  Supplies,  1,100  00 

Incidentals,  1,000  00 

Evening  school,  500  00 

Janitors,  1,000  00 

Drawing  teacher,  360  00 


$2*2,560  00 

GEORGE  G.  PARKER, 
GEORGE  E.  STACY, 

CHARLES  MACKIN, 

R.  H.  COCHRAN, 

JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY, 
CHARLES  E.  WHITNEY, 

School  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 


The  following  statement  includes  all  bills  contracted  during 
the  year  ending  Feb.  1,  1888,  or  left  over  from  previous  years,  so 
far  as  known.  The  check  for  $2.46  was  one  whicli  was  drawn  in 
1884,  payable  to  M.  P.  Callanan.  This  check  has  never  been  pre¬ 
sented  for  payment,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  lost.  I  have 
added  the  amount  in  our  check-book,  in  order  to  have  the  check¬ 
book  balance  with  our  bank  account. 

The  amount  from  the  State  School  Fund  is  less  this  year 
than  last,  by  $9.65.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  decrease  in  pop¬ 
ulation,  owing  to  the  division  of  the  town.  The  amount  over¬ 
drawn  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  the  employment  of  an  addi¬ 
tional  assistant  in  the  High  school,  and  in  the  common  schools 
two  more  assistants  than  last  year.  The  repair  account  was  much 
larger  this  year  than  last,  and  still  many  repairs  which  were  need¬ 
ed  were  not  made.  I  have  spoken  of  this  more  fully  in  the  Super¬ 
intendent’s  report. 

Our  total  amount  drawn  shows  $3.83  less  than  the  Treasur¬ 
er’s  report.  Last  year  it  was  $3.83  more,  and  was  fully  explained 
at  that  time. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


Amount  voted  by  town, 
One-half  of  the  dog  tax, 
State  school  fund. 


$20,500  00 


337  02 
104  96 
43  32 


Books  sold. 


Check  brought  forward. 
Overdrawn, 


2  46 
239  25 


Total, 


$21,227  01 


EXPENSES. 


Salaries  of  teachers  in  day  schools. 

$14,669  55 

“  janitors  “  “ 

879  00 

“  teachers  and  janitor  eve’g 

school,  230  00 

“  drawing  teacher. 

289  00 

“  superintendent. 

1,500  00 

Amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses. 

817  46 

“  repairs. 

581  08 

“  books  and  supplies. 

1,153  10 

“  fuel. 

1A07  82 

$21,227-  01 


FUEL. 

H,  A.  Barney,  coal, 

H.  A.  Barney,  wood, 

!.«.  A.  Cook,  coal. 


$8o0  20 
84  72 
172  90 

- ,  41,107  82 


TEXT-BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES. 


Pulsifer,  Jordan  &  Pfaff, 

$  43  20 

King  &  Merrill, 

174  79 

C.  W.  Clark, 

41  76 

Thompson,  Brown  &  Co., 

67  34 

Wm.  Ware  &  Co., 

64  91 

J.  W.  Harris, 

7  25 

Cowperthwait  &  Co., 

38  50 

Harrison  Hume, 

132  24 

D.  Appleton  &  Co., 

13  22 

G.  F.  Winch, 

2  75 

Atlantic  Paper  Co., 

30  96 

B.  A.  Fowler, 

35  00 

Ginn  &  Co., 

7  86 

Houghton,  Mifflin  Co., 

6  16 

J.  Allen  nice. 

42  33 

J.  L.  Hammett, 

52  96 

George  S.  Perry, 

26  30 

G.  Mv  Brown, 

16  84 

Carter,  Rice  &  Co  , 

2  75 

Boston  School  Supply  Co., 

3  00 

Interstate  Publisliing  Co., 

33  34 

G.  W.  Stacy, 

5  25 
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L.  S.  yViken,  112  00 

Holden  Book  Cover  Co.,  89  50 

Clark  tfe  Mavnard,  74 

Harper  &  Brothers,  67  95 

Carl  Sclioenhoft',  6  24 

W.  S.  Reed,  14  00 

C.  H.  Whiting,  38  67 

K.  C.  Clafiin,  14  32 

F.  M.  Ambrose,  16  20 

Leach,  Shewel  &  Sanborn,  20  63 

Frost  &  Adams,  10  06 

W.  P.  Adams,  7  08 

Paul  A.  (xarey,  7  00 


Total,  ^1,153  10 

REPAIRS. 

John  Taft,  mason  work,  $62  43 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  brooms,  brushes  and  repairs,  32  12 

A.  S.  Crofoot,  repairs  on  stoves,  44  44 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting,  7  48 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  carpentering,  21  89 

W.  E.  Phillips,  concreting,  67  67 

C.  A.  Atnbler  &  Co.,  repairs,  60 

M.  Spellman,  labor,  3  00 

John  Callahan,  labor,  2  60 

Elias  Whitnev,  “  9  00 

A.  M.  Perham,  repairing  well,  15  00 

John  Martin,  labor,  4  00 

Patrick  Dillon,  building  fence,  108  83 

I.  C.  Soule,  carpentering,  64  94 

Charles  Williams,  labor,  8  50 

G.  H  Whittemore,  repairing  clock,  11  00 

Field  Brothers,  lumber,  12  68 

S.  J.  Smith,  lightning  rods,  17  75 

C.  A.  Wright,  mason  work,  21  75 

Henry  Willard,  cleaning  boiler,  10  02 

EldredgeA  JL‘atty,  glazing,  45  48 

J.  P\  Hi(;key,  window  curtains,  9  90 


Total, 


$581  08 
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INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


Truant  officers, 

$99  99 

W.  T.  Leonard,  incidental  expenses, 

34  25 

S.  F.  Blodgett,  “  “ 

44  36 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing. 

80  25 

Cook  &  Sons,  “ 

76  75 

L.  E.  Fales,  salary  as  secretary, 

25  00 

Adams  Express  Co.,  express. 

3  90 

H.  E.  Morgan,  use  of  Music  Hall, 

25  00 

J.  P.  Gallagher,  printing. 

5  75 

S.  H.  Leayens,  expenses. 

3  94 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  brooms,  brushes,  etc.. 

32  98 

G.  A.  Sherborne,  carting, 

2  59 

Milford  Gaslight  Co., 

40  90 

Milford  Water  Co., 

107  00 

Michael  Casey,  water, 

5  00 

Geo.  P.  Colburn,  shayings. 

8  50 

Z.  E.  Ball,  labor,  etc.. 

24  60 

F.  Gould,  labor,  etc., 

3  00 

W.  E.  Cheney,  posting  bills. 

1  00 

P.  Cronan,  cleaning  yaults. 

32  00 

G.  Whittemore,  labor. 

10  25 

Daily  News,  printing. 

2  00 

T.  F.  Davoren,  teams, 

is  50 

Charles  Williams,  teams, 

11  00 

Ayery  &  Woodbury,  mats  and  brushes. 

13  45 

Mrs.  L.  G.  Boyns-  cleaning. 

4  88 

Israel  Nickerson,  cleaning. 

48  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  cement. 

1  70 

John  Costello,  water  and  labor. 

7  00 

N.  Jewell,  water  3  years. 

9  00 

G.  A.  Drew,  water, 

5  00 

R.  Stone,  water, 

•3  00 

John  Gleason,  water. 

3  00 

C.  F.  Wight,  tuning  piano. 

2  00 

H.  C.  Kendall,  diplomas, 

4  40 

11.  W.  Lull,  incidentals, 

22  52 

Total, 


$817  46 
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SUMMARY. 


Orders  drawn  on  Town  Treasurer, 
Received  for  books  sold, 

Check  brought  forward. 


$21,181  23 
43  32 
2  46 


Total  amount  expended,  $21,227  01 

Total  appropriations  and  receipts,  20,987  76 


Exceeded  appropriations. 


$239  25 


S.  F.  BLODGETT,  Secretary. 


Milford,  Feb.  13,  1888. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  School  Committee,  .held  this  evening,  it 
was  voted  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  as  a  part  of 
the  report  of  the  School  Committee. 

S.  F.  BLODGETT,  Secretary. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


To  THE  School  Committee  of  Milford: — 

Gentlemen :  I  herewith  submit  my  first  report,  which  is  the 
eleventh  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and 
covers  the  time  from  Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31,  1887.  I  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Committee  for  the  kindness 
and  courtesy  which  they  have  extended  to  me  since  I  assumed 
the  duties  of  this  office. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  of  Milford  in  1880,  •  9,310 

“  “  1888,  estimated,  10,500 

Number  of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age.  May, 

1887,  1,529 

Decrease  from  1886,  21 


17 

1 

36 

4 


SCHOOLS. 

High  school,  1 

Grammar  schools,  •  11 

Primary,  “  15 

Ungraded  schools,  •  5 

Evening  school,  1 


SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Number  of  buildings  occupied, 

“  “  not  occupied, 

“  rooms  occupied, 

“  “  not  occupied. 


12 


TEACHERS. 


High  scliool,  (male  1,  female  3,)  4 

Grammar,  11 

Primary,  15 

Ungraded,  5 

Assistants,  4 

Drawing,  1 

Evening  school,  (male  1,  female  1,)  2 


Total  number  of  teachers  employed,  42 

Number  of  teachers  graduates  of  Milford  High  school,  30 

“  “  “  of  Normal  School  or  College,  14 

“  “  who  have  attended  Normal  or  Training 

school,  22 

Number  of  times  teachers  have  been  tardy,  61 

Number  of  half  days  teachei*s  have  been  absent,  19 


PURILS. 

Number  of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age  in  May, 


1887,  1,529 

Decrease,  21 

Number  registered  under  5  years  of  age,  5 

Number  registered  between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  1,477 

Number  over  15,  131 

Total  number  of  children  registered,  1,589 

Decrease,  47 

Average  number  belonging  in  day  schools,  1,267 

Average  daily  attendance,  1,153 

Per  cent  of  daily  attendance  to  average  number  belonging,  91 

“  “  “  whole  number  registered,  72.5 

Number  of  half  day’s  absence,  35,490 

“  cases  of  dismissal,  1,344 

“  “  tardiness,  3,043 

“  “  truancy,  56 

Total  enrolment  of  evening  school,  55 

Average  attendance,  43.75 

Per  cent  of  attendance,  80 

EINANCIAL. 

Salaries  of  teachers,  janitors  and  superintendent. 

Fuel, 


$17,567  55 
1,107  82 


Books  and  su})j)lies, 
Repairs, 

Incidentals, 


$1,153  10 
581  08 
817  46 


Total  expenditures,  $21,227  01 

Value  of  books  and  supplies  on  hand  Feb. 

1,  1887,  $  639  80 

Value  of  books  and  supj)lies  bought  during 

the  year,  1153  10 

- $174)2  90 

Value  of  books  and  supplies  on  hand  Feb.  1, 

1888,  $671  71 

Value  of  books  and  sup])lies  sold  during  the 

yeai-,  43  32 

-  $715  03 


Net  cost  of  books  and  su]>))lies  to  the  town,  $1,077  87 

Total  ex])enditures,  $21,227  01 

Books  and  supjdies  on  hand  Feb.  1,  1887,  639  80 

- $21,866  81 

Books  and  su])))lieson  hand  Feb.  1,  1888,  $671  7L 

“  “  sold,  43  32 

- - $715  03 

Net  cost  of  schools  to  tlie  town,  $21,151  78 

Average  cost  ])er  pu])il  based  on  net  cost  and  whole 

enrolment,  $13  31 

Average  cost  per  jnipil  based  on  net  cost  and  average 

number  belonging,  $16  69 

Cost  of  evening  school,  $320  30 


Average  cost  ])er  pupil,  based  on  cost  and  average 
attendance. 


$7  32 


The  number  of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age  is  re- 
])orted  as  1529.  This  number  is  evidently  much  too  small,  for 
the  number  enrolled  in  the  public  schools  is  1477,  while  there  are 
,  over  200  in  the  ])arochial  schools,  so  that  the  whole  number  must 
I  be  nearly  1700.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  net  cost  of  the  schools 
to  the  town  is  $738.23  more  than  the  same  item  in  last  year’s  re- 
])ort,  while  the  total  expenditure  is  only  $55.99  more  this  year 
than  last.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  an  error  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  report  of  last  year,  by  which  tlie  net  costwas  made 
to  appear  $639.80  less  than  it  was.  By  referring  to  that  report,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  net  cost  was  found  by  deducting  from  the 
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total  expenditures  the  sum  of  three  items,  viz. :  the  value  of  books 
on  hand,  the  value  of  books  sold,  and  the  difference  between  the 
value  of  books  on  hand  in  1886  and  1887.  Of  these  three  items, 
only  two,  the  value  of  the  books  sold  and  the  difference  in  value 
should  have  been  deducted.  This  would  leave  the  net  cost  for 
that  year  $21,063.35  which  is  only  $100  less  than  the  same  item 
this  year.  I  have  thought  this  explanation  necessary,  in  order  to 
show  why  the  average  cost  per  pupil  is  more  this  year  than  last. 

OUR  SCHOOLS. 

Of  the  many  definitions  of  education,  I  am  impressed  with 
that  of  Pestalozzi :  “Education  is  the  generation  of  power.”  The 
tree  is  judged  by  its  fruit,  and  the  man  is  judged  by  that  he  does. 
Our  schools  must  be  judged  by  what  they  do  for  the  children. 
This  idea  is  a  part  of  our  system  of  education,  and  from  time  to 
time  we  endeavor  to  find  out  what  the  pupils  can  do.  We  do 
this  by  tests  which  we  call  oral  and  written  examinations.  It  is 
true  that  in  many  cases  we  simply  succeed  in  finding  out  what 
they  can  not  do;  but  to  the  true  teacher,  this  is  very  valuable  in¬ 
formation,  and  will  incite  to  greater  effort. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

It  is  in  the  primary  grades  that  we  need  the  wise  forethought, 
the  tender  care  and  careful  judgment  of  the  experienced  teacher. 

I  think  that  the  plan  usually  followed  with  beginners  is  to  place 
'  them  in  the  primary  rooms.  This  is  in  many  ways  a  detriment 
•  to  these  schools.  We  are  often  urged  to  employ  a  teacher  be¬ 
cause  she  is  deserving,  has  spent  much  time  and  money  in  ob- ' 
taining  an  education,  and  is  in  need  of  the  money  she  would  re¬ 
ceive.  These  things  are  worthy  of  consideration,  but  have  little 
weight  in  comparison  with  the  fact  that  the  people  freely  vote 
money  for  the  education  of  their  children  and  have  a  right  to  de¬ 
mand  that  we  employ  the  best  talent  which  can  be  had  for  the 
money  appropriated.  The  work  of  the  four  lower  grades  is,  on 
the  whole,  very  satisfactory.  In  Reading,  care  is  being  taken  to 
avoid  the  hesitating  manner  which  is  necessitated  when  the  child 
is  permitted  to  pronounce  each  word  as  he  recognizes  it.  He  is 
encouraged  to  make  a  silent  study  of  each  sentence,  before  at¬ 
tempting  to  read  it,  and  in  this  way  learns  to  read  the  thoughts 
expressed  in  the  sentences.  In  the  higher  grades  of  school,  and 
after  leaving  school,  the  larger  part  of  our  information  is  acquired 
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by  silent  reading ;  it  therefore  becomes  an  important  object  in 
reading  that  the  child  should  learn  to  quickly  and  accurately 
comprehend  the  thought  expressed  by  the  sentence.  This  should 
begin  with  the  lirst  sentence  taught,  and  be  kept  in  mind 
throughout  his  course  of  reading. 

In  Number,  the  primary  grades  should  furnish  a  sure  founda¬ 
tion  on  which  the  teachers  in  the  Grammar  schools  may  rely  for 
rapidity  and  accuracy  in  the  more  advanced  work  of  their  grades. 
Here  we  teach  addition,  subtraction,  multiplication  and  division, 
and  we  should  insist  on  rapidity,  as  well  as  accuracy.  The  most 
rapid  accountant  is  usually  the  most  accurate.  The  study  of 
Number,  aside  from  its  practicability,  may  be  made  one  of  the 
most  useful  studies  as  a  means  of  disciplining  the  mind  in  habits 
of  close  and  continued  att«‘ntion. 

In  other  branches  of  study  excellent  work  is  being  done,  and 
as  they  have  been  the  subjects  of  notice  in  previous  reports,  I 
will  omit  extended  mention  of  them  here. 

GRAMMAR  GRADES. 

In  the  best  graded  schools  of  our  state  there  is  a  nine  years’ 
course  before  entering  the  High  school.  Mr.  Prince,  agent  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education,  in  his  .“Courses  of  Studies  and 
Methods  of  Teaching,”  lately  published,  gives  an  outline  course 
for  nine  years.  It  seems  to  be  a  generally  accepted  fact  that 
there  should  be  nine  vears  from  the  time  a  child  enters  the  low- 
est  Primary,  until  he  leaves  the  highest  Grammar  grade.  Our 
course  was  originally  divided  into  eight  grades,  four  in  the  Pri¬ 
mary  and  four  in  the  Grammar  school.  With  very  little  work 
this  could  be  changed,  making  a  nine  years’  course.  I  should  ad¬ 
vise  this  change,  as  there  is  too  much  work  in  our  Grammar 
course  of  four  years,  and  a  large  per  cent  of  the  pupils  are  five 
years  in  doing  the  work  of  these  grades.  In  making  this  change, 
I  think  the  Primary  grades  should  be  left  much  as  they  are,  and 
the  Grammar  course  made  one  of  five  years.  As  it  now  is, 
rooms  4  and  3  are  crowded  with  pupils,  while  the  average  num¬ 
ber  in  the  first  grade  is  less  than  thirty.  By  making  five  grades, 
placing  two  grades  in  No.  1,  we  would  be  able  to  equalize  the 
numbers  in  the  four  rooms. 

OUR  SYSTEM  OF  PROMOTION. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  superintendents  of  New  England,  held 
in  Boston,  November  4,  the  superintendents  were  asked  to  in- 


elude  in  their  annual  reports,  a  statement  of  the  method  in  use  in 
their  towns,  in  the  promotion  of  pupils.  In  accordance  with  this 
request  I  make  the  following  extract  from  our  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  : — 

Section  10.  In  all  Grammar  grades  and  in  the  highest  grade 
Primary,  oral  examinations  shall  be  held  by  the  teachers  on  Thurs¬ 
day  of  the  ninth  week  of  the  fall  term, and  onThursday  of  the  sixth 
week  of  the  winter  and  summer  terms,  on  the  work  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  half  term.  The  Superintendent  shall  hold  written  examina¬ 
tions  at  the  close  of  each  term.  These  examinations,  with  the 
weekly  class  averages,  shall  determine  a  pupil’s  standing  for  the 
term.  In  making  up  the  total  averages,  the  oral  and  written  ex¬ 
aminations  shall  count  one  third  each  and  the  weekly  averages 
one  third,  in  all  grades  below  the  No.  I  Grammar.  In  the  No.T 
Grammar,  the  written  examinations  shall  count  one  half,  and  the 
oral  examinations,  together  with  the  weekly  averages,  one  half. 
Any  pupil  attaining  a  general  average  of  seventy  per  cent  for 
the  year,  shall  be  ju’omoted  to  the  next  higher  grade.  Any  pupil 
not  attaining  the  requisite  standing,  may  be  accorded  a  special 
examination  by  the  Committee,  and,  if  a  maximum  of  seventy-five 
per  cent  is  reached,  may  also  be  promoted. 

This  regulation  has,  I  think,  been  followed  as  closely  as  pos¬ 
sible  in  making  promotions.  Last  year  promotions  were  made  on 
this  basis.  When  the  schools  opened  in  September,  it  was  found 
that  at  the  South  Grammar,  in  room  No.  3,  there  were  several 
more  pupils  than  there  were  sittings,  while  there  were  only  15 
pupils  in  No.  1.  When  this  was  reported  to  the  committee,  they 
decided  that  the  superintendent  should  promote  a  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  pupils  from  the  lower  rooms,  to  make  the  numbers  in  the 
several  rooms  as  nearly  equal  as  possible.  This  was  done  by  send¬ 
ing  some  15  pupils  from  No.  3  to  No.  2,  and  about  the  same  num¬ 
ber  from  No.  2  to  No.  1.  This  promotion  was  made  by  taking 
those  pupils  who  had  the  best  standing  for  the  year,  seme  going 
up  whose  yearly  average  was  only  60  per  cent.  We  anticipated 
trouble  from  the  admission  of  the  “low  stand”  pupils,  but  we  have 
been  very  agreeably  disappointed,  as  these  pupils  are  doing  excel¬ 
lent  work  in  the  grades  to  which  they  were  promoted,  and,  as  a 
whole,  their  work  compares  very  favorably  with  that  of  those  who 
went  in  at  the  regular  promotion.  The  question  arises.  Would 
it  have  been  unjust  had  we  kept  them  in  the  lower  grades  for  an¬ 
other  year?  I  prefer  to  leave  the  question  for  your  consideration. 
I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  been  long  enough  in  the  work  to  be  a 
competent  critic  of  this  system,  but  I  think  tliat  we  are  sometimes 
in  danger  of  forgetting  that  the  school  is  made  for  the  child,  and 
thinking  that  the  child  must  be  made  to  fit  the  school. 
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From  an  experience  of  several  years  in  teaching,  I  am  sure 
that  there  is  no  one  so  well  qualified  as  the  teacher,  to  judge  of  a 
pupil's  fitness  for  promotion.  I  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  teacher  be  an  important  factor  in  deter¬ 
mining  who  should,  and  who  should  not,  be  promoted. 

HEATING  AND  VENTILATION. 

In  many  of  the  previous  reports  mention  has  been  made  of  the 
fact  that  some  improvement  slioiild  be  made  in  the  rnetiiod  of 
heating  and  ventilating  our  schoolrooms.  This  has  been  im¬ 
pressed  upon  my  mind  during  my  visits  to  the  schools  in  the 
severe  cold  of  this  winter.  Parents  liave  a  right  to  demand  that 
the  health  of  their  children  shall  not  be  endangered  while  they  are 
in  our  care.  In  a  large  room,  heated  with  a  stove,  those  near  the 
fire  must  be  too  warm,  while  those  farthest  from  it  must  be  cold. 
Fifty  children  in  one  room  need  a  const  ant  ■su])])ly  of  fresh  air; 
our  only  means  of  obtaining  this  supply  is  by  opening  the  win¬ 
dows  or  doors.  It  is  true  there  are  ventilators  placed  in  the  walls 
or  ceiling,  but  they  are  useless  so  long  as  there  is  no  su})ply  of 
fresh  air  to  the  room.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  only  way  of  getting 
foul  air  out  is  to  let  pure  air  in.  For  our  four  large  buildings 
some  method  can  be  introduced  by  which  to  heat  and  ventilate 
the  rooms,  with  no  additional  expense  beyond  the  first  cost. 
That  is,  the  expense  of  running  the  furnaces  will  be  no  more  than 
that  of  running  stoves.  It  will  cost  a  little  over  ^400  to  put  two 
furnaces  in  one  of  the  large  buildings.  I  mention  furnaces 
because  they  furnish  a  constant  supply  of  pure  warm  air.  There 
are  other  methods  of  heating  which  it  may  be  well  to  investigate. 


WAGES. 

All  business  men  recognize  the  fact  that  an  employee  of  three 
or  four  years’  experience  is  more  valuable  than  a  beginner.  This 
principle  is  as  true  in  teaching  as  in  any  other  business.  I  find, 
by  comparing  our  pay-roll  with  tliat  of  other  towns  of  the  size  of 
Milford,  that  we  are  paying  high  prices  for  inexperienced  teachers, 
and  low-prices  for  those  who  have  been  several  years  in  the  work. 
We  pay  a  teacher  as  much  for  the  first  year’s  work  as  for  the 
fifth  or  tenth.  There  is  no  distinction  made  while  she  remains  in 
the  lower  grades.  The  result  is  that  Milford  is  a  good  place  for 
beginners,  but  we  can  offer  no  inducement  to  teachers  of  experi¬ 
ence.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  adopt  a  sliding  scale  of  prices. 
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based  on  the  number  of  years  a  teacher  has  been  in  the  work. 
We  can  hire  beginners  for  very  low  prices,  compared  with  what 
we  are  now  paying  them,  and  give  them  an  increase  for  every 
year’s  work  until  they  receive  the  maximum  price.  In  this  way, 
with  no  increase  in  the  amount  expended,  we  would  be  able  to 
pay  our  experienced  teachers  from  ten  and  one  half  to  eleven 
dollars  per  week,  which  would  give  them  much  encouragement  in 
their  work. 

REPAIRS. 

In  the  coming  year  more  money  v  ill  be  needed  for  repairs 
than  has  been  expended  in  the  past  year.  New  fences  have  to  be 
built  at  Bear  Hill,  Braggville,  Fountain  street  and  Silver  Hill, 
The  town  land  at  the  Claflin  should  be  fenced,  and  the  fence  east 
of  the  school  land  at  the  Plains  should  be  repaired  or  renewed. 
The  outbuildings  in  several  places  are  in  poor  condition,  and  at 
the  Plains  the  outhouse  should  be  removed  from  its  present  posi¬ 
tion  under  the  east  windows,  to  the  north-east  corner  of  the 
school  yard.  Concrete  walks  are  needed  at  the  Park,  Plains  and 
Brick  schools.  There  should  be  a  generous  appropriation  for 
repairs,  for  neglect  in  this  direction  is  the  poorest  economy. 

EVENING  SCHOOL. 

In  October  a  petition,  signed  by  twenty  young  men  of  Mil¬ 
ford,  was  sent  to  the  Committee,  asking  that  the  evening  school 
be  opened  in  the  High  school  building,  and  stating  that  much 
discomfort  had  been  felt  at  the  old  quarters  in  the  Claflin  build¬ 
ing,  from  the  imperfect  arrangements  for  heating  and  lighting  the 
rooms.  In  consideration  of  this  petition,  the  Committee  voted  to 
open  the  evening  school  in  the  lower  room  of  the  High  school 
building.  This  room  is  well  warmed  by  steam,  and  was  lighted 
by  putting  in  six  new  gas  burners  in  addition  to  the  lour  already 
there.  That  this  move  was  wise  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
attendance  is  nearly  double  that  of  last  year.  Miss  Nellie  M. 
Conely  was  appointed  to  assist  Mr.  Wood  in  the  work  of  the 
school.  The  school  is  in  fine  condition  and  is  doing  excellent 
work. 

DRAWING. 

Miss  Prince  declined  a  re-election  in  July,  and  in  September 
Miss  M.  B.  Smith  of  the  Boston  Normal  Art  school  was  engaged 
at  $10  per  week.  Miss  Smith  is  an  enthusiastic  teacher  and  en- 
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tered  upon  her  work  earnestly.  A  change  in  books,  necessitated 
by  the  fact  that  the  publishers  of  “White’s  Series  in  Drawing”  ex¬ 
changed  their  old  series  for  the  new,  made  it  late  in  the  term 
when  we  began  drawing,  but  since  that  time  the  progress  has 
been  steady,  and  excellent  results  have  been  obtained. 

MUSIC. 

At  present  there  seems  to  be  quite  a  demand  that  music  be 
placed  in  our  course  of  study.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  develop  a  talent  which  is  natural  to  almost  every 
child.  The  children  like  to  sing.  This  fact  of  itself  is  not  suffi¬ 
cient  to  warrant  the  additional  expense,  but  the  study  of  music 
has  a  refining  and  elevating  effect  upon  the  mind  ;  it  relieves  the 
monotony  of  the  schoolroom,  and  is  very  useful  as  a  means  of 
,  discipline  in  the  habits  of  observation  and  attention.  It  seems  to 
i  be  the  thing  needed  to  place  Milford  on  equal  terms  with  her  sis¬ 
ter  towns,  in  matters  of  education.  If  the  people  think  best  to 
i  introduce  it,  an  additional  appropriation  of  $1200  will  be  neces- 
isary. 

A  NEW  BUILDING. 

i  For  several  years  the  Old  Town  House  building  has  been 
jconsidered  unsuitable  for  school  purposes.  Last  fall  so  much 
[complaint  was  made,  that  the  Committee  considered  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  moving  the  two  schools  to  the  two  vacant  rooms  in  the 
IClaflin  building,  but  after  due  consideration  this  idea  was  aban¬ 
doned.  That  something  should  be  done  is  obvious.  The  pres¬ 
ent  building  stands  in  one  corner  of  the  territory  from  which  it 
draws  its  attendance.  It  is  not  in  a  desirable  locality,  and  is  in 
itself  unfit  for  school  purposes.  This  matter  should  come  up  for 
candid  consideration  at  the  March  meeting.  A  building  similar 
bo  the  one  on  Chapin  street  would  be  sufficient  for  the  present. 
Should  the  town  see  fit  to  build,  an  appropriation  of  $4,000  will 
)e  necessary. 

CONCLUSION. 

• 

In  conclusion,  1  wish  to  say  that  from  the  teachers  of  Mil- 
'ord  I  have  received  the  most  hearty  support  since  assuming  the 
luties  of  my  office.  They  have  willingly  heard,  and  cheerfully 
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endeavored  to  can  y  out  the  few  suggestions  I  have  made,  and 
I  fully  appreciate  the  fact  that  their  faitliful  work  has  made  my 
duty  easy  to  perform. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

The  people  of  Milford  sustained  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  on 
the  23d  of  October  last,  of  Miss  Mary  J.  Kelly.  She  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  town,  was  educated  in  the  High  school,  spent  a  year 
in  training,  and  began  her  labors  at  the  West  street  school.  From 
there  she  was  transferred  to  the  Park  Grammar  school,  where  she 
was  promoted  from  room  to  I'ooni  until  she  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  building  as  principal.  She  was  ever  an  earnest  and  faith¬ 
ful  teacher.  Doubtless  her  severe  labors  hastened,  if  they  were 
not  the  direct  cause  of  the  disease  which  took  her  from  us.  It 
may  be  truly  said  that  she  gave  her  life  to  the  cause  of  education. 
She  attempted  to  continue  lier  labors  at  the  commencement  of 
the  school  year,  but  failing  strength  would  not  permit,  and  she 
died  in  a  few  weeks  after  resigning  her  position. 

CHANGE  OF  TEACHERS. 

TEACHERS  APPOIXTED  DUEING  THE  A^EAE, 

Miss  L.  F.  Hayward,  Braggville,  April. 

Miss  I.  L.  Gay,  Park  4,  J uly. 

Miss  H.  A.  Smith,  Braggville,  July. 

Miss  M.  L.  Minon,  Purchase  Primary,  July. 

Miss  J.  F.  McGann,  Bear  Hill,  July. 

Miss  A.  M.  Plunkett,  Town  House  2,  September. 

Miss  E.  M.  Waters,  Silver  Hill,  “ 

Miss  E.  E.  Wilson,  North  Grammar  4,  “ 

Miss  S.  H.  Leavens,  High  School, 

Miss  Lucy  S.  Patrick,  High  School,  “ 

Miss  M.  B.  Smith,  Drawing, 

Miss  M.  L.  Whitney,  Assistant,  October. 

Miss  B,  J.  McLoughlin,  “ 

Miss  B.  F.  Powers,  “ 

Miss  Cora  L.  Snell,  “ 

Mr.  J.  H.  Wood,  Evening  school. 

Miss  N.  M.  Conely, 


December. 
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TEA  CHERS  TRAN  SFERREI). 

Miss  H.  M.  Broderick,  Park  3,  to  Park  2,  July. 

Miss  S.  R.  Broderick,  Purchase  Grammar,  to  Park  3,  July. 

Miss  M,  E.  Cochran,  No.  Grammar  4,  to  No.  Grammar  3,  July. 
Miss  J.  L.  Devine,  Bear  Hill  to  North  Grammar  4,  July. 

Miss  E.  S.  Rogers,  South  Grammar  3  to  Purchase  Grammar,  July. 
Miss  M.  J.  Kelly,  South  Grammar  4  to  South  Grammar  3,  “ 

Miss  E.  O.  Taylor,  Purchase  Primary  to  South  Grammar  4,  “ 

Miss  A.  A.  Conroy,  Deer  Brook  to  Hoboken,  “ 

Miss  L.  F.  Hayward,  Braggville  to  Deer  Brook,  “ 

Mrs.  K.  E.  Ed  wards.  North  Grammar  1,  to  Park  1,  September. 
Miss  M.  F.  Devine,  No.  Grammar  2  to  No.  Grammar  1,  “ 

Miss  M.  E.  Cochran,  .  “  3  to  “  2,  “ 

Miss  J.  L.  Devine,  “  4  to  “  3,  “ 

In  the  resignations  of  Miss  Jones  of  the  High  School,  Miss 
Barry  of  the  Town  House,  Misses  Travis  and  Gannett  of  the  Park, 
Miss  Burns  of  the  North  Grammar  and  Miss  Cheney  of  Silver 
Hill,  we  lost  excellent  teachers.  Miss  Barry  had  served  in  the 
Milford  schools  since  1877,  and  Miss  Burns  since  1875. 

S.  F.  BLODGETT, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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APPENDIX. 


TABLE  1. 


Showino’  the  total  cost  of  each  school,  the  average  cost  per  pupil 
from  February  1,  1887,  to  February  1,  1888,  based  on  the  total 
expenditures  and  the  average  number  belonging. 


Sciioons. 

Booms. 

i _  1 

Average  No. 
Belonging. 

Cost  ])er 
Pupil. 

Total  Cost. 

High, 

111.7 

.$86  85 

$4116 '79 

Four  Classes. 

Park  (xrainm.tr, 

4 

147.8 

17  06 

2514  06 

Four  grades. 

Nortli  Grainiiiar, 

4 

11)8.8 

12  98 

2589  41 

Eight  grades. 

South  Graimnar, 

4 

151).  7 

14  98 

2880  68 

Four  grades. 

No.  Purchase  Grammar, 

1 

24.0 

22  58 

554  42 

Pour  grades. 

No.  Purchase  Piimary, 

1 

81.6 

14  88 

468  64 

Four  grades. 

Claflin, 

4 

171.1) 

12  89 

2215  69 

Four  grades. 

Town  House, 

2 

108.5 

8  18 

888  20 

Four  grades. 

Ghapin  Street, 

2 

115.4 

9  55 

1101  64 

Four  grades. 

West  Street, 

2 

61). 

18  47 

980  04 

Four  grades. 

Hoboken, 

1 

82.4 

14  50 

469  87 

Two  grades. 

Fountain  Street, 

1 

28.8 

16  42 

478  15 

Four  grades. 

Silver  Hill, 

1 

10.8 

87  85 

884  80 

Ungraded. 

Deer  Brook, 

1 

18. 

86  20 

470  70 

Ungraded. 

Bragirville, 

1 

18.8 

24  15 

466  08 

Ungraded. 

Bear  Hill, 

1 

12.5 

87  41 

467  68 

Ungraded. 

City, 

1 

15. 

80  93 

468  96 

Ungraded. 

Evening, 

49.7 

7  82 

820  80 

Two  classes. 

TABLE  II.  TEACHERS  IN  THE  SCHOOLS,  JANUARY,  1888. 
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TABLE  IV. 


GRADUATING  EXERCISES 


OF  THE 


MILFORD  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

1887. 


Overture — Piano  Solo,  Lydia  A.  Roberts,  ’88 

Chorus  by  the  School — The  Fisherman’s  Children. 

A' 

Historian  for  First  Year,  Grace  W.  Eastman 

The  Enchanted  Land  of  Books,  Lilian  F.  Hill 

Declamation — “Home,  Sweet  Home,”  *Grace  J.  Clahin 

Maps  and  What  They  Teach, f  Francis  J.  Moriarty 

1  o  1  1  («.  Across  the  Ocean. 

Chorus  by  the  School,  ■<  7  -xt  o  4.- 

^  <9.  Never  Kestino*. 


Historian  for  Second  Year, 

* 

The  Mechanical  Powers, 

Popular  Crazes, 

Chorus  by  the  School — National  Hymn. 
Historian  for  Third  Year, 

“A  Fine  Old  English  Gentleman,” 

Silicon  Versus  Calcium, 

Chorus  by  the  School — The  Miller’s  Song. 
Historian  for  Fourth  Year, 

Three  Typical  Greeks, 

The  Rose  Family, 

Prophetess, 

What  is  Your  Ambition  ? 

Presentation  of  Diplomas, 


Marv  A.  Howe 
(  Fred  J.  Aylward 
^  William  W.  Phipps 
Mary  E.  Whitney 

Elizabeth  F.  Donnelly 
Emily  L.  Eldridge 
(  Edward  F.  Rogers 
1  Walter  Parkhurst 

Amelia  C.  Harris 
Elizabeth  B.  Barns 
Sarah  M.  Gorman 
Lydia  F.  Gould 
Emeline  Hancock 
Chairman  G.  G.  Parker 


Chorus  by  the  School — Class  Ode  bv  Lvdia  F.  Gould. 

Piano  accompaniments  by  Lydia  A.  Roberts,  ’88. 
^Violin  accompaniment  by  Florence  E.  Hale,  ’88. 
tExcused, 


GRADUATES  OF  1887. 


FOUR  YEARS’  COURSE. 

ENGLISH,  FRENCH  AxVD  LATIN. 

Elizabeth  Frances  Donnelly,  Grace  Wilder  Eastman, 

Sarah  Maria  Gorman,  Lilian  Frances  Hill, 

Edward  Francis  Rogers,  Mary  Elizabeth  Whitney. 

t 

CLASSICAL. 

Elizabeth  Bowden  Barns, 

Emily  Louise  Eldridge,  Lydia  Frances  Gould, 

Emeline  Hancock. 

PARTIAL  DIPLOMAS. 

ENGLISH,  FRENCH  AND  LATIN. 

(Given  for  an  incomplete  course.) 


Fred  Joseph  Aylward,  Amelia  Claflin  Harris, 

Mary  Adelaide  Howe,  Francis  Joseph  Moriarty, 
William  Walker  Phipps,  Walter  Parkhurst. 

ENGLISH  AND  FRENCH. 


Grace  Jennie  Claflin. 


TABLE  V 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  LAST  SIX  GRADUATING 

CLASSES. 


’82. 

’83. 

’84. 

’85. 

’86. 

’87. 

Tallest, 

6  ft. 

5  ft.  104  In- 

6  ft. 

6  ft. 

5  ft.  10  In. 

Shortest, 

5  ft. 

5  ft.  14  in. 

3  ft.  8  in. 

5  ft.  14  in. 

4  ft.  9  in. 

Average, 

5  ft.  5  in 

• 

5  ft.  54  in. 

6  ft.  4  In. 

5  ft.  5  in. 

5  ft.  4  in. 

Heaviest, 

150  lbs. 

158  lbs. 

142  lbs. 

190  lbs. 

139  lbs. 

Lightest, 

90  lbs. 

97  lbs. 

47  lbs. 

96  lbs. 

86  lbs. 

Average, 

117^  lbs. 

121  lbs. 

) 

1104  lbs. 

125  lbs. 

11'  )■'«. 

Oldest, 

20  y.  5  m. 

20  y.  6  m.  19 

y.  7  m. 

19  y.  5  m. 

20  y .  2  m . 

2  ‘  V  111  111. 

Youngest, 

16  y.  7  m. 

15 

y.  6  m.  15  y.  9  m. 

15  y.  10  m. 

16  y.  2  m. 

15  ,\  .  1  'I  in. 

Average, 

18  y.  7  m. 

17 

y.  5  m.  18 

y.  3  m. 

17  y.  5  m. 

17  y.  8.  m. 

17  y.  2  m.- 

Admitted, 

71 

57 

65 

71 

78 

62 

Graduates, 

2  yrs.,  6 

5 

7 

12 

11 

13 

Graduates,  4  yrs.,  28 

28 

30 

27 

33 

17 

TABLE  VI. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR  1888. 


W INTER  TERM.  Commences  : 

(  High  School,  Jan.  3. 

1  Other  Schools,  Jan.  9. 

Closes : 

(  High  School,  Mar.  23. 
t  Other  Schools,  Mar.  16. 

V acation : 

(  High  School,  one  week. 

(  Other  Schools,  two  weeks. 

Spring  term.  Commences : 

All  Schools,  April  2. 

Closes : 

(  High  School,  June  22. 

(  Other  Schools,  June  8. 

Y  acation[: 

(  High  School,  ten  weeks. 

1  Other  Schools,  twelve  weeks. 

Fall  term.  Commences: 

All  Schools,  Tuesday,  Sept.  4. 

Closes : 

All  Schools,  Dec.  21. 

SCHOOL 

SESSIONS. 

HiGtH  School. — April  to  November,  8  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m.  Novem¬ 
ber  to  Aj)ril,  8:30  a.  m.  to  1:30  p.  m. 

Grammar  Schools. — 9  a.  m.  to  12  m.;  1:30  to  4  p.  m. 

Primary  Schools. — 9  a.  m.  to  12  m.;  1:30  to  3:30  p.  m. 
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ANNUAL  llEPORT 


OF  TIIP] 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MILFORD, 


CONTAINING  REPORTS  OF  THE 


Collector,  Treasurer,  Selectmen,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  School  Com¬ 
mittee,  Engineers,  Board  of  Health,  Town  Clerk,  Park  Com¬ 
missioners,  Trustees  of  the  Town  Library,  and 
Trustees  of  Vernon  Grove  Cemetery. 


For  the  Year  Ending  February  i8,  1889. 


MILFORD,  MASS.:  ^ 

G.  M.  BILLINGS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 

1880. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


Highways,  including  new  crusher,  $10,500 

Incidentals,  5,000 

Gas  and  electric  lights,  3,800 

Town  Library,  600 

■  Schools,  21,000 

Poor  Department,  including  new  bedsteads,  9,500 

Interest,  4,500 

Water  for  fire  purposes,  3,300 

Vernon  Grove  cemetery,  100 

Military  Aid,  ^  600 

Fire  Department,  5,000 

Memorial  Day,  100 

Town  Park,  '  100 

Sidewalks,  2,000 

Town  debt,  4,000 

Building  new  streets,  900 

Extension  sewer,  Lincoln  street  to  railroad,  100 

Repairs  on  Town  House,  500 

Extension  Central  street  sewer,  2,000 


Total,  ■ 


$73,600 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


1886. 

Dr. 


Amount  nncollected,  as  appears  by  Collect- 


or’s  book. 

$842  06 

Re-assessed, 

* 

75 

Cr. 

Paid  L.  Hayden, 

% 

$421  11 

Abatements, 

\ 

18  38 

Uncollected, 

403  32 

1887. 

Dr. 


$842  81 


$842  81 


Amount  uncollected  as  per  Collector’s  book, 
Interest, 

Re-assessed, 


$5,836  10 
156  61 
75 


Paid  L.  Hayden, 

Abatements, 

Uncollected, 


Cr. 


$3,635  02 
•328  16 
2,030  28 


1888. 

Dr. 


$5,993  46 


$5,993  46 


Total  amount  taxes  committed. 
Interest, 


$85,308  91 
41  09 

- :  $85,350  00 


Cr. 


Paid  L.  Hayden,  Treasurer,  $71,613  55 

E.  A.  Brown,  county  Treasurer,  4,131  00 

Discount  (on  collections  to  Sept.  15,  ’89),  2,063  20 

Abatements,  351  63 

Uncollected,  7,190  62 

- $85,350  00 


M.  J.  REYNOLDS,  Collector. 
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UKPORT  OF 


Trustees  of  Vernon  Grove  Cemetery, 


For  the  Tear  Ending  February  8,  1889. 


Dr. 

Feb.  6,  1888,  To  casli  on  liand,  $121  18 

May  7,  “  Casli  of  John  M.  Wood,  for 

.  Mrs.  Olive  M.  Adams,  Lot  No.  809,  12  00 

Geb.  W.  Peasly,  Lot  No  769,  15  00 

Oscar  F.  Pickering,  Lot  No.  501,  8  00 

Mrs.  Isaac  E.  Welch,  Lot  No.  499,  8  00 

Austin  Howard,  Lot  No.  52,  14  00 

Augusta  Joy,  Lot  No.  770,  15  00 

Niles  H.  Arnold,  Lot  No.  740  15  00 

May  19,  “  William  S.  Marden,  Lot  No.  51,  14  00 

Child’s  single  grave,  3  00 

Sept.  7,  “  Cash  of  Lewis  Hayden,  Treasurer,  100  00 

Feb.  8,  1889,  “  John  M.  Wood,  for 

Child’s  single  grave,  1  00 

Nathan  Durfee,  Lot  No.  297,  10  00 

Nicolas  Williams,  Lot  ^^o.  711,  15  00 

Ml'S.  .James  Temple,  Lot  No.  772,  15  00 

Henry  Hancock,  care  of  lots,  17  00 


$383  18 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Henry  Hancock,  labor, 

“  H.  C.  Skinner,  “ 

“  Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  merchandise, 
By  cash  on  hand, 


$263  50 
10  00 
10  04 
99  64 


$383  18 

There  have  been  40  interments  in  Vernon  Grove  Cemetery 
during  the  past  year. 

The  terms  of  tlie  Committee  expire  as  follows  :  IT.  C.  Skin¬ 
ner  and  John  M.  Wood  in  1889  ;  George  L.  Maynard  and  Henry 
Hancock  in  1890  :  Leonard  Fairbanks  and  Isaac  N.  Crosby  in 

1891. 


HENRY  C.  SKINNER, 

Secretary. 


Trustees  of  the  Town  Library. 


Valentine  N.  Ryan,  James  A.  Gilmore,  Term  ex])ires  188^ 
Charles  A.  Dewey,  John  P.  Nealon,  TertJi  expires  1890 

Nathaniel  F.  Blake,  Owen  F.  Cbouohwell,  'I'erm  expires  1891 

CHARLES  A.  DEWEY,  Chairman, 

OWEN  F.  CROUGHWELL,  Secretary, 
NATHANIEL  F.  BLAKE,  Treasurer. 

JAMES  A.  GILMORE,  Librarian. 

At  tlie  annual  meeting  of  the  Trustees  it  was  voted  to  re-^ 
commend  an  appropriation  by  the  town  of  $600  for  tlie  benefit  of 
the  Library  for  tlie  year  ensuing.  That  is  the  same  amount  which 
was  appropriated  last  year,  and  the  Trustees  are  unanimously  of 
the  opinion  that  an  equal  appropriation  is  requisite,  if  they  are  ta 
purchase  new  books  as  usual,  and  keep  our  people  supplied  with  the 
literature  of  the  day.  It  is  now  eight  years  since  the  excellent  cata¬ 
logue  of  the  library  was  issued,  and  a  supplementary  catalogue  is 
greatly  needed  at  the  present  time;  in  fact,  it  is  quite  indispensa¬ 
ble.  A  large  number  of  volumes  have  been  added  to  oui’  stores^ 
which  have  all  the  charm  of  being  new,  and  would  doubtless  be 
more  largely  called  for  if  the  public  were  aware  that  the  books 
were  on  our  shelves.  Such  a  supplementary  catalogue  is  now  be¬ 
ing  prepared  by  Mr.  N.  F.  Blake,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be 
ready  for  publication  some  time  in  the  spring. 

During  the  last  year  many  old  books  have  been  rebound  or 
replaced,  and  a  goodly  number  of  new  books  have  been  purchased. 
In  making  such  purchases  the  Trustees  have  aimed  to  buy  stan¬ 
dard  books  of  real  merit  and  permanent  value,  rather  than  buy 
all  the  latest  works  which  were  thrown  on  the  market. 

Our  Town  Library  would  be  of  much  more  service  to  the 
community  than  it  now  is,  if  its  ])atrons  would  only  read  the  bet¬ 
ter  class  of  books,  at  least  the  best  works  of  the  class  which  they 
prefer.  If  they  do  not  care  to  store  their  minds  with  useful 
knowledge,  if  they  must  read  works  of  fiction,  why  will  they  not 
learn  to  like  such  writers  as  Walter  Scott,  Thackeray,  Dickens,  or 
Hawthorne,  rather  than  the  light  but  popular  authors  whose  day 
must  surely  soon  be  past.  And  it  would  be  better  still  for  the 
youth  of  our  town,  if  they  would  learn  to  love  history,  biography^ 
Dooks  of  travel,  or  of  science.  And  yet  we  doubt  not  that  Mil- 
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ford  is  much  like  other  towns  in  this  resjDect,  and  the  great  ma¬ 
jority  confine  themselves  to  the  reading  of  works  of  fiction.  A 
taste  for  the  better  kind  of  reading  may  be  acquired  by  cultiva¬ 
tion,  but  a  constant  and  protracted  indulgence  in  light  fiction  un¬ 
fits  one,  and  gives  one  a  distaste  for  more  substantial  and  more 
salutary  diet.  The  Trustees  fee!  l).>uud  to  provide  for  the  wants 
of  the  more  limited  class  of  readers,  and  desire  to  thus  encourage 
that  class  and  increase  their  numl)ers.  We  have  a  large  library 
and  we  would  gladly  see  our  fellow-citizens  avail  themselves 
more  largely  of  the  excellent  opportunity  here  presented  for  grat¬ 
ifying  a  refined  and  laudable  taste. 

CHAKLES  A.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 

N.  F.  Blake,  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  Milford  Town  Library. 


Dk. 


Balance  from  last  year’s  repoi-t. 

$172  80 

Town  appropriation. 

6.  0  00 

One  half  dog  tax. 

383  01 

Fines  and  catalogues, 

40  32 

Old  books. 

1  05 

J.  A.  Gilmore,  2  books, 

4  34 

$1,201  52 

Ck. 

J.  A.  Gilmore,  librarian. 

$291  67 

“  .  covering  books. 

12  72 

N.  F.  Blake,  supplementary  catalogue. 

25  00 

Express, 

7  90 

Siqiplies, 

28  07 

Repairs, 

21  35 

Binding  books. 

92  90 

Furniture, 

14  00 

Books, 

521  24 

Balance  on  hand. 

186  67 

$1,201  52 

l\espectfully  submitted. 


N.  F.  BLAKE,  reasurcr. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  The  Trustees  of  the  Town  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  The  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  Feb. 
8,  1889,  is  ns  follows  : — 

The  distribution  of  books  began  Feb.  18,1888,  and  ended  Jan. 
31,  1889,  with  a  circulation  of  20,338  volumes.  The  largest  daily 
circulation  was  258  volumes,  and  the  smallest  2  volumes.  Sup¬ 
plementing  the  general  circulation  on  cards,  600  volumes,  as  near¬ 
ly  as  can  be  ascertained,  have  been  loaned  without  cards  to 
school  teachers  and  others,  whose  names  are  recorded  in  a  spe¬ 
cial  book.  The  Library  contains,  according  to  the  record  from 
which  the  catalogue  is  copied,  7,738  volumes,  duplicates  not  in¬ 
cluded  ;  289  books  were  added  in  the  course  of  the  present  libra¬ 
ry  year,  and  have  been  classified  as  follows;  History,  25  ;  Biogra- 
))hy,  34  ;  Politics,  .Law  and  Oratory,  1  ;  Travels,  21  ;  Science,  14  ; 
Ficti'^n,  44  ;  Miscellaneous,  40  ;  Religion,  52  ;  Poetry,  10  ;  Juve¬ 
nile,  17  ;  Public  Documents,  31.  The  new  books,  setting  aside 
Public  Documents,  have  been  obtained  by  purchase,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  exceptions,  viz  :  38  volumes  of  Theology,  donated  by  the 
Unitari.an  association  of  Boston  ;  an  historical  work  presented  by 
lion.  11.  B.  Staples  of  Worcester ;  and  two  books  of  his  own  com¬ 
position  donated  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Gardner  of  Milford. 

During  the  library  year  now  ending  a  larger  proportion  of 
books  of  a  solid  and  instructive  character  have  been  taken  out, 
that  is,  when  compared  with  the  ])receding  year,  but  there  is  still 
much  room  for  improvement  in  this  direction.  The  annexed  sum¬ 
mary  is  submitted  for  your  insi>ection. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  GILMORE,  Librarian. 


StrMMARY. 
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February,  1888  .... 

March,  “  ... 

April,  “  . 
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September,  “  .  .  . 

October,  “  . 

November,  “  ... 

December,  “  . 

January,  1889 

Totals, . 

— ■  *  _ 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


The  Board  of  Health  liave  to  report  that,  during  tlie  year 
past,  many  nuisances  have  been  reported  or  observed  and  the 
offending  parlies  notified  to  abate  them,  which  in  most  cases  was 
willingly  done.  For  one  of  the  greatest,  (if  not  the  greatest,)  nui¬ 
sances  the  town  itself  is  resi^onsible, — and  this  is  the  uncovered 
and  only  partially  drained  outlet  of  the  Main  street  sewer  in  rear 
of  Pond  street.  Again,  the  surface  water  from  Central  street 
and  all  the  adjacent  higher  lands  near  the  depots  is  allowed  to 
flow  over  and  through  the  lands  of  the  abutters  instead  of  being 
properly  drained  away,  and  is  a  cause  of  quarreling  and  bad  feel¬ 
ing  between  citizens,  and  much  railing  against  town  officials. 

At  the  factory  of  Greene  Bros,  near  the  B.  &  A.  de])ot,  it  has 
frequently  been  complained  to  the  Board,  that  immense  swarms 
of  minute  flies  were  generated  in  the  heaps  of  old  leather  refuse 
left  in  the  sun,  and  that  the  Hies  were  a  grievous  nuisance  to  res¬ 
idents  in  that  vicinity.  The  Messrs.  Greene  last  year  agreed  that 
this  detritus  should  be  frequently  removed,  but  this  year  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  again  occurred.  Official  notification  'to  abate  the 
nuisance  was  served  on  the  firm,  but  these  orders  were  entirely 
.ignored.  The  Board  then  voted  to  bring  suit  for  the  abatement 
of  the  nuisance,  but  were  advised  by  town  counsel  that,  as  the 
Hies  were  not  a  proven  cause  of  disease,  tlie  remedy  for  the  nui¬ 
sance,  (which  it  undoubtedly  is,)  was  by  an  injunction  ob-’ 
tained  by  the  parties  aggrieved. 

The  cJises  of  contagious  and  infectious  diseases  in  town  this 
year  wei-e  few  comparatively,  and  generally  mild.  Malarial  trou¬ 
bles  were  numerous,  particularly  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town. 
There  have  been  no  cases  of  epidemic  or  contagious  diseases  of 
animals  noticed  during  the  year,  though  a  case  supposed  to  be 
“hog  cholera”  was  I'eported  ;  but  the  disease,  on  examination, 
appeared  to  be  simj)ly  a  result  of  improper  food  and  rough  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  animals  in  transit  from  a  neighboring  town  to  anew 
home  here. 

Kcspectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  MACKIN, 

M.  P.  BURNS, 

J.  M.  EATON, 

Board  of  Health. 


REPORT  OF 


THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


EXPENSE  AT  THE  FARM. 


Salary  of  Superintendent, 

$600 

00 

Grain, 

620 

17 

Meat, 

335 

91 

Flour, 

318 

24 

Hired  help. 

289 

65 

Butter, 

283 

70 

Oxen,  two  pairs. 

265 

00 

Dry  good^, 

217 

28 

Salt  fish. 

169 

39 

Coal, 

141 

46 

Boots  and  shoes. 

140 

95 

Fresh  fish, 

118 

A1 

Hardware  and  farming  tools. 

115 

61 

Sugar, 

94 

81 

Clothing, 

89 

35 

Tea, 

80 

31 

Blacksmithing  and  repairs,  and  new  cart. 

89 

29 

Tobacco, 

77 

73 

Medicine, 

70 

84 

Phosphate  and  plaster. 

61 

21 

Lead  pipe  for  water  supply  from  new  spring. 

70 

07 

Potatoes  for  seed  and  table  use. 

53 

75 

Medical  attendance. 

50 

00 

Small  groceries  and  spices. 

47 

71 

Baker’s  bread  and  crackers. 

43 

86 

Small  bills  paid  during  the  year  by  G.  D.  Rhod 

es,  38 

86 

Burials, 

37 

00 

Lumber, 

36 

36 

Shoeing  horse  and  oxen. 

•  31 

00 

Oil, 

26 

42 

Furniture  and  crockery. 

26 

85 

Hard  soap. 

23 

71 

Bull, 

20 

00 

Soft  soap, 

19 

25 

Molasses,  • 

17 

68 

Cabbage  plants  and  currant  bushes. 

16 

50 

Shoats, 

IG 

00 

Sawing  and  grinding  at  Fisk’s  mills. 

16 

21 

12 


Beaus, 

$  11 

59 

Two  large  wash  boilers. 

12 

25 

Team  work. 

12 

00 

Six  R.  R.  wheelbarrows. 

9 

90 

Pasturing  heifers,  .  ' 

12 

00 

Salt, 

9 

87 

Cheese, 

9 

21 

Lard, 

9 

10 

Painter’s  supplies. 

8 

90 

Snuff, 

7 

60 

Repairing  shoes. 

i 

25 

Horse  hoe. 

7 

00 

Cider  making. 

6 

12 

Dress  cutting. 

5 

75 

Local  papers. 

5 

50 

Freight  on  oxen  to  Brighton, 

4 

95 

Stationery, 

Repairs  on  clocks  and  spectacles, 

4 

53 

4 

00 

Goods  at  auction. 

4 

10 

Lemons, 

4 

08 

Repairs  on  harness. 

3 

96 

Ladders, 

3 

85 

Brooms, 

Extracting  teeth. 

3 

63 

3 

50 

Cider  barrels. 

3 

25 

Coffee, 

3 

20 

Cross-cut  saw. 

Tubs  and  baskets. 

o 

O 

00 

2 

98 

Lanterns, 

2 

70 

Raisins, 

2 

06 

Jugs, 

1 

60 

Lamp  chimneys. 

1 

55 

$4,961  17 


INCOME  AT  THE  FARM. 


Milk, 

Oxen  for  beef. 
Pigs, 

Apples, 

Pension, 

Hay, 

Service  of  bull. 
Onions, 

Cabbage, 

Peas, 

Hides  and  tallow. 
Calves, 


$1,006 
167 
147 
•  126 
35 
33 
14 
13 
12 
10 
8 
8 


54 
32 
50 
86 
00 
70 
50 

55 
90 
45 
75 
75 


Board  of  Peter  Moore’s  children,  $6  00 

Veal  calf,  5  60 

Thomas  Finn’s  board,  4  00 

Service  of  boar,  3  00 

Plowing  away  from  farm,  2  00 

Melons,  1  50 

Green  corn,  80 

Empty  barrt  Is,  1  00 

-  11,609  72 


INMATES  AT  THE  FARM  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Mrs.  Electa  Kimball, 

1*9  weeks 

Mary  Flagg, 

52  weeks 

Edward  Despeau, 

9 

u 

John  Wallace, 

52 

Li 

Charles  C.  Austin, 

22 

u 

Edward  McCullum, 

52 

Li 

Michael  Cay, 

52 

Linda  Sireack, 

14 

Li 

James  Boland, 

52 

u 

Catherine  Wallace, 

48 

Li 

Mrs.  Mary  O’Connell, 

52 

u 

Michael  Connors, 

45 

Li 

James  A.  Hern, 

52 

u 

Thomas  Pluglies, 

42 

LL 

Bridget  Kaine, 

52 

Li 

Patrick  Conway, 

42 

LL 

John  Masterson, 

20 

Li 

Peter  McGovern, 

i 

LL 

Arthur  O’Keefe, 

52 

Li 

Bridget  McGovern, 

41 

Li 

Daniel  McCarty, 

52 

IL 

James  Murray, 

41 

LL 

Miss  Lydia  A.  Park- 

Rubie  A.  Sireack, 

3 

LL 

hurst, 

52 

Li 

Bridget  Shea, 

9 

LL 

Prudetice  S.  Burrill, 

52 

LI 

Jonathan  Onion, 

36 

LL 

John  Flynn, 

46 

Li 

John  Cook, 

36 

LL 

Elizabeth  Gabbrie, 

52 

Li 

Johanna  O’Hare, 

35 

LL 

Frank  Sergerson, 

52 

Li 

Win.  J.  Blanchard, 

35 

LL 

Mary  Sergerson, 

52 

Li 

Joseph  Dyer, 

3 

LL 

Edward  Gabbrie, 

11 

Li 

Wm.  H.  Gabbrie, 

35 

LL 

Patrick  Cun  niff, 

52 

Li 

Wm.  Mulcahey, 

34 

LL 

Ellen  Middleton, 

52 

Li 

John  Batchelder, 

9 

LL 

Mary  E.  Middleton, 

52 

Li 

Catherine  Ahern, 

30 

LL 

Geo.  Middleton, 

52 

Li 

Matilda  J.  Lovelette, 

30 

LL 

James  McCormick, 

52 

Li 

Sarah  Blanchard, 

30 

LL 

Dennis  Pyne, 

52 

Li 

Bridget  Sweeney, 

29 

LL 

Charles  H.  Dunham, 

19 

(( 

Theressa  Moore, 

1 

<.ir 

John  Ward, 

38 

(( 

James  P.  Moore, 

1 

LL- 

Orra  W.  Cheney, 

11 

Li 

Frank  Moore, 

1 

LL- 

Johanna  McCarty, 

52 

Li 

Julius  L.  Johnson, 

2 

LL 

Joseph  Caine, 

52 

(( 

Mary  A.  Johnson, 

23 

LL 

Frederick  Caine, 

52 

(( 

Ernest  R.  Johnson, 

23 

LL 

Fred  H.  Tillston, 

52 

LL 

Gerturde  Q.  Johnson 

,  23 

LL- 

Delia  Delaney, 

42 

Li 

Josephine  Lovelette, 

23 

LL- 

Rosella  Delaney, 

42 

Li 

Michael  Smith, 

10 

LL- 

Geo.  C.  Warren, 

38 

Li 

Margaret  Cronan, 

4 

LL- 

Nora  O’Connor, 

47 

Li 

John  Daley, 

9 

LL 

Maria  H.  O’Connor, 

41 

Li 

Thomas  Finn, 

2 

LL- 

14 


William  O’Connor, 
Michael  McCarty, 
Bridget  Hennessey, 
Charles  White, 


41  weeks 
38  ■  “ 

6  “ 

52  “ 


Nellie  Gannon, 
John  Welch, 
Michael  F.  Caine, 
Daniel  Griffin, 


Net  expense  at  the  farm,  $3,351  44 

Appraisal  of  town  farm,  $4600,  interest,  270  00 

“  personal  property,  $3,383  70  int.,  203  02 


Whole  nnmber  of  persons  admitted  during  the  year. 
Average  number. 

Average  weekly  cost  of  each  person. 


2  weeks 

2  “ 

1  “ 

2  days 


$3,824  46 
82 

$1  49 


There  have  been  nine  deaths  at  the  farm  during  the  year,  as 
follows : — 


March  15,  1888,  Bridget  Henncssy,  rheumatism,  Age  77 

April  5,  Edward  Despeaux,  pneumonia,  “  72 

“  22,  Edward  Gabbrie,  consumption,  “  3 

June  10,  Electa  Kimball,  dropsy,  “  88 

“  '13,  Peter  McGovern,  consumption,  “  70 

July  4,  Charles  C.  Austin,  suicide,  “  66 

Sept.  5,  Julius  L.  Johnson,  dropsy,  ,  “  69 

Nov.  7,  Michael  Smith,  consumption,  “  75 

Dec.  30,  John  Daley,  consumption,  “  35 


Persons  Receiving  Aid  in  Milford  Away  from  the  Farm. 


James  Boland, 

$  35 

46 

Mrs.  Thomas  Barry, 
William  J.  Blanchard, 

72 

43 

90 

07 

Patrick  Butler, 

105 

88 

Mrs.  William  Brenn, 

54 

00 

Frank  Baxter, 

21 

75 

Mrs.  Patrick  Burns, 

14 

10 

“  Jane  Burns, 

“  Charles  Cooper, 

1 

75 

172 

30 

John  Collins, 

49 

25 

Jas.  Comee  children. 

120 

00 

Mrs.  Peter  Collins, 

71 

65 

George  Cisco, 

7 

25 

Mrs.  Timothy  Casey, 

120 

73 

“  Winnifred  Casey, 

61 

66 

“  Mary  Coy, 

93 

01 

“  Mary  Cron  an. 

66 

83 

“  Patrick  Cloonan, 

142 

50 

Nancy  McCool, 

174 

00 

Benjamin  Cottrell, 

9 

00 

John  W.  Carr, 

8 

57 

Margaret  Cron  an,  ■ 
Mrs.  William  Dacey, 

27 

00 

106 

50 

Michael  Hageney,  $118  24 

Lucretia  Haywaivl,  59  52 

'I'liomas  Hughes,  9  40 

Mrs.  Thomas  Hanigan,  138  20 
“  Bernard  King,  108  00 
“  Thomas  Lyons,  63  40 
“  Charles  Murphy,  83  65 


“  Edward  Murphy,  69  50 
“  William  Murphy,  118  90 


“  Patrick  Manioii,  120  1*2 
John  F.  Moore,  6  50 

Patrick  McGrath,  31  25 

Peter  McGovern,  111  64 

Edward  McKenna,  100  84 
Patrick  McQuaid,  96  53 

Catherine  McDermott,  47  25 
Mrs'.  John  Nugent,  46  45 
Patrick  Nugent,  119  28 
Owen  O’ Hare,  42  15 

James  O’Regan,  118  75 

Martin  O’M^^aly,  28  50 

Mrs.  Mary  Quinlan,  86  46 
“  Michael  Quirk,  45  78 


It 


15 


John  Delman, 

1  31 

00 

Mrs.  David  Doyle, 

117 

63 

“  Mary  Donahue 

10 

00 

Johi^  Daley, 

20 

00 

Mrs.  William  Fahey, 

95 

87 

John  Fay, 

25 

10 

John  Flynn, 

7 

27 

William  Fitzgerald, 

67 

90 

Frank  Foster, 

15 

42 

Thomas  Finn, 

.  26 

50 

Ellen  A.  Guild, 

88 

50 

Mrs.  Andrew  Gilroy, 

183 

26 

John  J.  Grant, 

Mrs.  Howard  Holland, 

98 

55 

162 

98 

Patrick  Hannigan, 

20 

25 

Mrs.  Dennis  Rvan,  $ 

73 

05 

“  Bridget  Sweeney, 

29 

00 

Michael  Smith, 

76 

68 

Hugh  Smith, 

41 

31 

William  Smith, 

15 

00 

Mary  Serguson, 

Mrs.  Michael  Toolan, 

1 

50 

45 

04 

“  Laura  Tucker, 

40 

75 

Margaret  Welch, 

16 

00 

Mrs.  William  Tracy, 

38 

00 

Joseph  Timmins, 

3 

30 

Medical  attendance  for 

the  above. 

100 

00 

^4, 

,845 

86 

Persons  Belonging  to  Milford  Aided  in  Other  Towns. 


Mrs.  James  4hern,  Natick,  ‘  $  59  90 

Patrick  I^oyle,  Boston,  111  02 

Alvin  Collins,  Medway,  82  00 

Mrs.  Andrew  Doyle,  Soutbboro,  5  50 

Thomas  F.  Davoren,  Springfield,  11  86 

M.ary  Fitzgerald,  Boston,  140  05 

Mrs.  Annie  Fay,  Lynn,  107  85 

Thomas  Fahey,  Boston  city  hospital,  32  00 

Patrick  Gilhride,  Worcester,  17  30 

Robert  H.  Harden,  Boston  city  hospital,  12  00 

Elizabeth  Kenney,  Boston,  11  93 

Mary  McDonald,  Hopkinton,  35  75 

Mahan  children,  Boston,  74  00 

James  Murphy,  Marlboro,  153  00 

William  Minton,  Oakham,  71  00 

Lawrence  O’Kare,  Salem,  13  00 

Julius  L.  Johnson,  Bellingham,  62  50 

Joseph  Regan,  Boston  city  hospital,  17  00 

Edward  Sireack,  Holliston,  13  50 

Lizzie  Stewart,  Boston,  '  20  00 

Mrs.  James  Small,  Medway,  40  50 

Edgar  P.  Smith,  Hanover,  18  00 

Johanna  Slattery,  Hopkinton,  118  00 

Mrs.  Daniel  Shea,  Hopkinton,  24  00 

Mrs.  John  Wallace,  Carney  hospital,  Boston,  153  24 

Mary  White,  Franklin,  106  00 

- Sl,543  90 

Persons  Belonging  to  Other  Towns  Aided  in  Milford. 

John  Clancy,  Upton,  $^02  93 

Richard  Carey,  Bost'on,  10  00 
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Mrs.  Maria  A.  Claire,  Brookline, 
Catherine  Cain,  Hoped  ale, 

Patrick  Gleason,  Medway, 

Mrs.  Cara  M^.  Gould,  Mendon, 
William  Galvin,  Holliston, 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Green,  Medway, 
James  Healy,  Natick, 

Patrick  Jones,  Boston, 

Jacob  Jackson,  Franklin, 

Mrs.  Timothy  Murphy,  Natick, 
Peter  E.  Moore,  IMendon, 

Sarah  A.  Murray,  Boston, 

Hannah  O’Connor,  Hopkinton, 
Frank  W.  Reed,  Quincy, 

Charles  H.  Snowling,  Noi-thbridge, 
Hannah  K.  Thompson,  Uxbridge, 
Lucy  A.  Tibbetts,  Abington, 


$  35  50 
20  75 
24  50 
8  00 
•  6  00 
17  75 
6  00 
4  77 
20  50 
105  38 
10  00 
39  65 
1  75 
78  00 
151  60 
10  88 
130  00 


$983  96' 

INSANE. 

Margaret  Bi‘adley, 

$169  92 

William  Mulcahey, 

$  74  54 

Henry  Cain, 

169  92 

Mary  McGurren, 

125  13 

Caroline  Coughlin, 

96  00 

John  Nugent, 

113  00 

Mary  Connell, 

169  92 

Abbot  L.  Perrv, 

169  92 

John  Cook, 

85  54 

Maria  Ripley, 

170  58 

Mary  Cleveland, 

127  67 

James  Sullivan, 

169  92 

Hannah  H.  Davis, 

169  92 

Charles  PI.  Dunham, 

102  24 

$1,914  22 

STATE  PAUPERS. 

Crohen  Connell, 

$12  00 

Michael  Murphy, 

$  9  50 

Napoleon  Doucett, 

5  00 

Daniel  McNeil, 

5  00 

William  Harty, 

91  96 

Lucian  Shepard, 

5  20 

John  Gillis, 

84  58 

Thomas  P^.  Pl^uies, 

11  00> 

Sarah  McGrath, 

9  00 

Patrick  McGuire, 

15  25 

$248  49- 

Care  of  842  trarn])S, 

18  95 

INCIDENTALS. 

Printing  orders,  notices,  etc.. 

$9  75 

Books  and  stationerv. 

6  59 

Postage  stamps  and  canls. 

4  05 

$20  39 

Iron  bedsteads  for  far 

m. 

$287  88' 

Cash  in  hands  of  Overseers, 

$17  47 

17 


KECEIPTS. 


Lewis  TTaydcii,  treasurer, 

Income  at  the  farm, 

Upton, 

North  bridge, 

Abington, 

Natick, 

Boston, 

Quincy, 

Military  Aid, 

Medway, 

Mendon, 

William  Stewart,  money  j^aid  bick  for  aid 


SI 2,289  ol 
1,909  72 
282  88 
144  95 
180  00 
110  88 
59  42 
78  00 
67  00 
41  75 
18  00 


1887,  17  50 

Franklin,  '  18  50 

Holliston,  6  00 

Uxbridge,  5  38 

Hopkinton,  .  1  75 

Geo.  F.  Birch,  balancui  of  Electa  Kimball  est.,  1  70 

Cash  on  hand  from  1887,  14  85 


$14,842 
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BECAPITULATION. 


Expense  at  the  farm. 

$4,961 

17 

Persons  aided  outside  the  farm. 

4,845 

86 

Persons  aided  in  other  towns. 

1,548 

90 

Persons  aided  belonging  to  other  towns. 

988 

96 

Insane,- 

1,914 

22 

State  poor, 

248 

49 

Tramps, 

18 

95 

Incidentals, 

20 

89 

Iron  bedsteads,. 

287 

88 

Cash  in  hands  of  Overseers, 

17 

47 

$14,842  29 


BILLS  DUE  xMILFOUD  FROM  OTHER  TOWNS. 


Northbridge, 

$14 

75 

Natick, 

4 

50 

Upton, 

Brookline, 

9 

50 

35 

50 

Franklin, 

i 

00 

Hopedale, 

20 

75 

$92  00 


Number  of  Persons  Aided  During  the  Year. 


Ihsaiio, 

Statf,. 

Farm, 

OllitT  ]»ers<>ns, 

Total, 


14 

28 

82 

376 


The  Supei'intendeni  and  Matron  are  ]iaid  to  March  1,  1889, 
salary  |600.  The  Tovyn  Physician  is  i)aid  to  Aiiril  1,  1889,  sal¬ 
ary  $150. 

^die  itn)>royements  at  the  town  farm  tlie  })ast  year  are  as 
follows:  AV’^e  have  caused  the  supply  of  water  used  for  both  the 
house  and  barn  to  be  obtained  from  a  much  better  source  than 
before.  "Jdierefore  we  have  discarded  the  old  sprina:  as  worth¬ 
less,  as  in  extreme  drought  the  supply  of  water  would  be  almost 
entirely  gone,  and  in  severe  cold  weather,  water  in  the  ]^iping 
would  become  fi'ozen,  on  account  of  the  pi])ing  being  1  nd  too  near 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  Both  conditions  occasioned  an  addi¬ 
tional  yearly  ex])ense,  in  both  time  and  money.  The  new  spring 
is  situated  about  300  feet  above  the  old  one.  It  has  been  dug  out 
to  the  size  of  20  feet  long,  8  feet  wide,  and  7  feet  deep,  well  stoned 
and  covered.  All  of  the  work  was  done  by  the  inmates  at  the 
farm  under  the  direction  and  assistance  of  the  Superintendent; 
therefore  the  only  exj)ense  of  the  new  water  supply  was  for  the 
piping,  which  has  been  laid  at  a  sufficient  depth  to  prevent  freez¬ 
ing  even  in  the  most  severe  cold  weather.  We  shall  never  be 
without  a  water  supply,  and  it  is  of  a  better  qiuality  than  tlie  old 
one. 

Another  inijn-ovement  is  the  reclaiming  of  an  almost  worth¬ 
less  meadow,  by  tilling  with  gravel  and  covering  with  loam.  The 
meadow  is  about  five  acres  in  extent,  and  nearly  two  thirds  of  it 
has  been  made  into  good  land.  When  it  is  tinished  it  will  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  best  mowing  pieces  of  land  upon  the  farm.  This 
Avork  has  also  been  performed  l)y  the  inmates,  under  the  supervi¬ 
sion  of  the  Superintendent,  the  expense  being  only  for  the  tools 
required  for  the  work. 

The  greater  number  of  inmates  at  the  farm  has  necessitated 
greater  lodging  room  and  we  have  finished  a  large  hall  or  room 
in  the  attic  of  the  almshouse,  that  will  accommodate  twenty  per¬ 
sons  or  more,  if  necessary.  We  have  had  a  greater  number  of  in¬ 
mates  at  the  farm  this  year  than  in  any  previous  year,  the  whole 
number  being  82.  The  new  iron  bedsteads  for  which  the  town 
aj>j)ro])riated  money  have  been  a  much  needed  addition.  They 
are  much  more  cleanly  and  comfortable,  and  present  a  much  bet¬ 
ter  a])pearancc  than  the  old  rickety  wooden  ones. 

In  regard  to  the  Electa  Kimball  estate,  Ave  will  say  that 
Geo.  F.  Birchy  as  her  acting  attorney,  drew  $43.70  from  the  bank. 
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and  expended  $20  for  burial  and  $22  for  a  headstone,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $1.70,  which  sum  he  has  paid  to  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor. 

As  Milford  has  been  depressed,  much  the  same  as  many  other 
boot  and  shoe  manufacturino;  towns  as  regards  active  business,  it 
will  be  very  plainly  seen  that  it  was  impossible  not  to  exceed  the 
iippr<<pviation  of  tlie  town,  with  the  number  of  persons  we  have 
been  if'i>ljged  to  aid. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHESTER  L.  CLARK, 

JOHN  SMITH, 

PHILIP  P.  O’DONNELL,  . 

Overseei's  of  the  Poor. 


Report  of  Town  Park  Commissioners. 


RECEIPTS. 


To  w n  ap ]  iropriat  ion , 
John  Kcmpton,  for  hay, 


EXPENDED. 

Hugh  Smith,  labor, 

Patrick  Larkin,  “ 

C.  E.  Whitney,  “ 

T.  E.  ]Moi  'se,  painting. 

Field  Brothers,  lumber, 

N.  K.  Sprague,  labor, 

Michael  McKeague,  “ 

Otis  Whitney  &  Son,  “ 

Moses  Smith,  “ 

Eldredge  A;  Beattey,  painting, 

Olark  Ellis  &  Sons,  grass  seed, 

II  ighway  dejiartment,  teaming. 


$100  00 

40  00 


$25 

00 

6 

00 

15 

00 

11 

20 

14 

62 

6 

75 

65 

08 

1 

65 

2 

00 

2 

85 

.1 

50 

40 

00 

$140  00 


$191  65 


C.  W.  WILCOX, 

HENRY  E.  PALES, 

DWIGHT  RUSSELL, 

Town  Park  Commissioners. 


REPORT  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


To  The  IIonohahle  Board  of  Selectmen  :  — 

Gentlemen:  In  accordance  with  our  annual  custom,  the- 
Board  of  EuG^ineers  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  followinGT  re- 
port  of  the  department  under  our  charge,  together  with  receipts 
and  expenditures,  a  correct  record  of  tlie  fires  and  alarms,  cause 
as  near  as  could  be  obtained,  amount  of  insurance  and  insurance 
paid,  the  expense  of  maintenance  in  the  department,  and  sucli 
recommendations  for  the  coming  year  as  the  J^oard  think  will 
tend  to  improve  the  same. 


IIECEIPTS. 

Received  of  Lewis  Hayden,  Town  Treas., 
P.  J.  Baxter,  for  truck  wheels. 
Engine  com])anies,  for  fuel. 
Cash  on  hand,  Feb.  15,  1888, 


u 


.|T,960 
10  00 
35  06 
23  04 


,028  78 


EXPENDITURES. 

Pay  of  Members. 

Paid. 

Milford  S.  F.  E.  Co.,  No.  1, 

Excelsior  H.  &  L.  Co.,  No.  1, 

Washington  Hose  Co.,  No.  2, 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Co.,  No.  1, 

Wml  C.  Gillman  Hose  Co.,  No'.  4, 

F.  M.  Walker,  di-iver  Steamer  No.  1, 

John  He  jinessey,  driver  Hose  No.  1, 

John  Casey,  driver  Hose  No.  2, 

George  H.  Thompson,  steward  Hose  Co.  No.  1, 
F.  J.  Rockwood,  steward  Hose  Co.  No.  2, 

M.  F.  Hannigan,  steward  Hose  Co.  No.  4, 

John  Keelon,  steward  Hose  Co.  No.  4, 

J.  I\  Kelly,  steward  H.  &  L.  Co.  No.  1, 

Henry  Willai’d,  engineeer  Steamer  No  1, 

N.  B.  Fairbanks,  engineer  Steamer  No.  2, 

Board  of  Engineers, 

Total  expense  foi*  ]>ay  of  members. 


$455  GO 
600  00 
455  06 
455  06 
455  06 
175  06 
12  56 
69  67 
43  06 
43  00 
20  0(t 
20  06 
40  06 
175  00 
160  06 
317  56 

$3,495  67 
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INCIDENTALS. 

raid. 

'Geo.  D.  Wellington,  oil  cans  and  hose  nozzle,  $  1  35 

Field  Bj'others,  lumber,  10  49 

'O.  D.  Iloiines,  ringing  Hre  alarm,  12  00 

James  Bergin,  use  of  wagon,  2  50 

Manchester  Locomotive  Works,  supplies,  6  40 

Jas.  Teeling,  labor  at  Hose  Co.  No.  4  house,  2  00 

Boston  Woven  Hose  Co.,  supplies,  9  70 

Thos.  Droney,  labor  at  H.  &  L.  house,  17  00 

Estate  of  Seth  P.  Carpenter,  rent  of  land,  15  00 

Otis  Whitney  So  Son,  labor  on  Spruce  street  house,  1  00 

G.  M.  Greene,  two  water  gauges,  6  40 

H.  A.  Barney,  coal,  34  44 

Bartlett  So  Ellis,  supplies,  ’  28  25 

Geo.  A.  Sherborne,  horse  hire,  11  50 

Thos.  Davoren,  horse  hire,  4 1  67 

Henry  E.  Madden,  recoi’d  book,  1  25 

Patrick  Dillon,  labor  and  supplies,  176  85 

Sam.  Johnson,  re[)air  on  II.  &  L.  truck,  78  00 

C.  Callahan  So  Co.,  hose,  344  50 

•O.  A.  Hoyt,  labor  and  supplies,  15  57 

A.  S.  Tuttle  A;  Co.,  mattress  and  bed,  10  50 

31.  W.  Edwards,  horse  hire  for  H.  &  L.,  100  00 

P.  P.  O’Donnell,  horse  hire  for  Hose  4,  41  25 

Henry  Willard,  labor,  97  72 

B.  So.  A.  R.  R.,  freight,  1  77 

Wm.  Coffey,  labor,  6  00 

-John  3Ianning,  sup]»lies,  3  43 

F.  J.  Rock  wood,  labor  and  supplies,  12  50 

C.  R.  Scott,  for  fence  rear  H.  A  L.  house,  9  16 

D.  R.  Johnson,  labor,  10  72 

J.  P.  Gallagher,  printing,  '  12  00 

N.  B.  Fairbanks,  wrench  and  file,  •  1  00 

Henry  J.  Hearing,  supplies,  6  35 

J.  T.  Kelly,  supplies,  1  15 

John  Keelon,  repairing  hose,  30 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water,  39  00 

Electric  Light  A  Power  Co.,  200  80 

L.  E.  Belknaj),  labor  and  supplies,  5  00 

J.  C.  Coffey,  labor,  5  00 

P.  Cronin,  fire  ward,  6  40 

-J.  Davoren,  fire  ward,  26  00 

P.  Lynch,  bbl.  oil,  5  20 

A.  M.  Perharn,  labor,  2  50 

F*  M.  Walker,  labor,  3  00 

D.  R.  Johnson,  painting  H.  A  L.  house,  97  75 


Total  expense  for  incidentals,  11,520  37 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total  receipts  for  year  1888, 

15,028  78 

Pay  of  members. 

$3,495  67 

* 

Incidentals, 

1,520  37 

Total  expense  for  year, 

$5,016  04 

Balance,  cash  on  hand,  Feb.  1,  1889, 

S12  74 

Appropriations  for  year  1888, 

$5000  00 

Expense  for  year, 

5016  04 

Exceeded  appropriations. 

$16  04 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

It  is  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Engineers,  tliat  tlie  same 
amount  of  money  be  appropriated  for  the  Fire  Department  as 
last  year,  as  follows  : — 

For  Pay  of  members, 

Incidentals, 

Repairs, 

New  hose, 

$5,000  00 


^o,4dU  oO 
900  00 
169  50 
500  00 


ROLL  OF  MILFORD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Cliief  Engineer,  P.  .J.  BAXTER 

Assistant  Engineer,  D.  R.  JOHNSON” 

Assistant  Engineer,  P.  P.  O’DONNELL. 

Clerk  and  Treasurer,  '  JOHN  J.  MANNING 

Milford  Stea:m  Fire  Engine  Co.,  No.  1. — Foreman,  Na¬ 
hum  Gaskill ;  assistant  foreman,  Fred  Wales;  clerk  and  treasu¬ 
rer,  Fred  M.  Walker;  enginernan,  Henry  Willard;  stoker,  H.  E. 
Rockwood  ;  driver  and  janitor,  Fred  M.  Walker;  hosemen,  W. 
P.  Leland,  Wm.  Brown,  Geo.  Whitney,  James  A.  Boyce,  A.  IL 
Smith,  J.  H.  Morse,  F.  A.  Greene,  Wni.  Struthers,  Oscar  P. 
Hill,  Albert  S.  Allen. 

Aaron  Claflin  Steam  Fire  Engine,  in  reserve. — Engine- 
man,  N.  B.  Fairbanks;  stoker,  W.  A.  Fairbanks.  The  above 
steamer  is  in  first  class  repaii*  and  is  ready  to  be  used  at  any 
time  its  services  are  required,  and  is  operated  by  Steamer  Co.,. 
No.  1. 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Co.,  No.  1. — Foreman,  Henry  I.  Benney;. 
first  assistant,  B.  A.  Hart;  second  assistant,  George  H.  Hart;, 
clerk  and  treasurer,  John  J.  Hennessey ;  steward,  George  H,- 
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Thompson;  liosemeii,  Henry  Willartl,  C.  T.  Williereil,  E.  B. 
Bates,  Walter  Steele,  S.  W.  Blunt,  E.  B.  Iliibbarcl,  Chas.  A, 
Morey,  W.  M.  Millen,  L.  Doll  iff. 

Washington  Hose  Co.,  No.  2, — Eorem  in,  L.  E.  Belknap: 
first  assistant,  T.  F.  Martin  ;  second  assistant,  Emmons  Fletcher; 
clerk,  Wm.  J.  Pyne;  stewai’d.  F.  J.  Hock  wood  ;  hosenien,  F.  J. 
Connors,  Bart.  Harrington,  E  1.  Ddton,  J.  J.  Ming,  T.  F.  Cronin, 
John  Mathews,  J.  T.  Beri'ill,  J.  H.  Mnrj)hy,  Ben.  iMontagne,  T, 
F.  Cal  la  nan. 


Wm.  C.  GiLL:nAN  Hose  Co.,  .Vo.  4. — Foi-eman,  Martin  J. 
Buckley;  lirst  assistant,  Geoj'ge  Julian;  second  assistant,  John 
Cronan  ;  clerk  and  treasurer,  C.  A.  Cheney  ;  stewanl,  John  Kee- 
lon ;  hosemen,  D.  O.  Connors,  Wm.  Curtin,  .A[.  Higgins,  M. 
Hannigan,  C.  H.  Voyer,  T.  Casey,  Jerry  JlcNamara,  Charles 
Foley,  John  Herlihy,  Jas.  Hannigan. 

ExcmLsroR  EIook  and  Laddeii  Co.,  No.  1. — Foreman,  Thos. 
J.  Connors;  first  assistant,  James  F‘dly,  jr. ;  clerk,  'r.  E,  Connors; 
treasurer,  Michael  H.  Sullivan  ;  steward,  .folin  Kelly  ;  1  iddenuen, 
M.  Burke,  Fhilip  Callery,  Edward  Mo  icli,  .fobn  L.  Keefe,  John 
Connors,  George  Manning,  James  J.  Smith,  James  Baxter,  Frank 
Foley,  Feter  Cauh'y,  John  Lally,  John  C.dlcry,  L.  V.  Corbett,, 
Edward  Meiliv,  John  O’Neil. 


SCHEDULE  OF  PMOFEMTW. 

Fropeutv  in  Ciiauge  of  E  veil  Co:mpany,  and  the  Fuesent 

Condition  of  the  Same. 

Milford  Steam  Firt'  Engine  Co.,  No.  1  built  by  Cole  Bros., 
Pawtucket,  M.  I.,  .and  Aaron  Clalfin  Steam  Fire  Engine  Co.,  No, 
2,  are  both  in  first  (dass  condition  at  present,  having  been  thor¬ 
oughly  repaired  recently'.  The  Aaron  Claflin  Steamer  was  built 
by  the  Amoskeag  Co,  Manchester,  N.  11.  They  are  eopiipped  as 
follows:  I3()()ft.  of  reliable  hose,  SOOft.  unreliable  hose.  Toft  lawn 
hose,  2  p.airs  laid  bars,  1  pair  lead  reins,  13  woolen  overco  its,  3 
rubber  coats,  12  drag  ropes,  12  belts,  10  pairs  spinners,  (3  jiipes, 
2  axes,  2  b  irs,  3  hy<lra!it  wremdies,  3  single  hydrant  gates,  2 
Siamese,  2  union  couplings,  8  lanterns,  1  wheeljack,  1  stive  and 
pipe,  1  step-ladder,  1  feather  dustei’,  oil  cans,  wrencdies,  1  set 
double  harness,  1  four-hoi‘se  whi|),  1  single  h  )r-;e  whip,  2  [lairs 
liorse-blankets,  1  set  trace  lengtheners,  2  bedstiM  Is,  2  springs,  2 
mattresses,  4  pairs  bed-blankets,  1  pair  spreads,  2  pairs  comfort¬ 
ers,  4  sheets,  4  jiillow-cases,  6  pillows,  2  carpets,  2  mirrors,  3 
chairs,  1  bureau,  1  table. 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Carriage  No.  1.,  built  by  Abbott-Dowu- 
ing  Co.,  Concord,  N.  H.,  is  in  tiiorough  rejiair  and  is  ecpiipped  a.s 
follows  :  120L)ct.  hose  in  g  > o  I  c  >  \  liti  m,  1  JOft.  h  )se  in  p  lor  con¬ 
dition,  1  iron  bar,  1  .  axe,  2  [>1  ly-pipes,  I  harness,  .i  lanterns,  1 


‘24 


Siamese,  5  sjiniiners,  1  liydrnnt  wrench,  2  oil-cans,  1  sponge,  1 
chamois,  1  sprinkling-pot,  50ft.  lawn  hose,  1  horse  blanket,  7 
woolen  coats,  1  shovel,  1  stove,  1  double  pole  for  Hose  No.  1  and 
No.  2. 

Washington  Hose  Co.  No.  2.,  one  carriage  built  by  Abbott- 
Downing  Co.,  Concord,  N.  H.,  is  in  first  class  condition  and  is 
equipped  as  follows  :  2  pipes,  2  nozzles,  1  hydrant  wrench,  1  Siam¬ 
ese  coupling,10  drag-ropes,5  spanner  belts, 11  spanners, 15  overcoats, 
2  oil  cans,  1  oiler,  loOOft.  good  hose,  1  wheeljack,  2  reel- wrenches, 
1  settee,  1  stove  and  pipe,  1  feather  duster,  1  chamois  and  sponge, 
1  cap,  1  monkey-wrench,  1  horse-blanket. 

Wm.  C.  Giilman  Hose  Carriage,  built  by  Abbott-Down ing 
Co.,  Concord,  N.  H.,  is  in  first  class  condition  and  is  equipped  in 
the  following  manner:  18  blue  coats,  7  rubber  coats,  2  lanterns, 
1  Siamese  shut-off,  2  play-pipes,  7  spanners,  1  pail,  sponge  and 
chamois,  1  axe,  1  bar,  2  drag-ropes,  2  hydrant  wrenches,  50ft. 
lawn  hose,  1  otfice  stove,  SOOft^  good  hose,  350ft.  hose,  in  poor 
condition. 

Excelsior  Hook  and  Ladder  Truck,  built  bv  E.  B.  Preston  & 

'  4> 

Co.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  is  in  good  condition  and  is  equipped  as  follows:  1 
65-i't.  Bangor  ladder,!  Somerville  ladder(40  ft.),l  wall  ladder,(25ft.), 
1  roof  ladder  (28  ft.),  1  roof  ladder  (19  ft.),  1  roof  ladder  (12  ft.), 
1  wall  ladder  (12  ft.),  4  forks,  3  rakes,  2  extinguishers,  1  drag- 
hook  .and  pole,  6  buckets,  2  iron  bars,  4  pike-poles,  700  ft.  rope, 
1  extra  large  rake,  05  ft.  lawn  hose,  1  cap  wheel  and  hydrant- 
wrench,  1  stove,  I  table,  2  oil  cans,  20  coat  straps,  18  coats,  2 
pick-axes,  2  carriage-jacks,  1  chamois,  1  duster,  3  settees,  4  lan¬ 
terns.  11  cui-tains  and  fixtures,  1  fire  escape  chute,  1  jumping-net, 
1  ‘jraii-eliest,  1  oun  and  equipment,  1  extension  ladder  (40  ft.),  1 
roof  ladder  (22  ft). 

Proj)ei-ly  in  the  Engineers’  room:  1  stove  and  ])ipe,  two 
large  olfice-t  ibles,  2  settees,  10  large  chairs,  4  rubber  coats,  3  lan¬ 
terns,  8  badges,  2  water-gauges. 

There  are  four  buildings,  owned  and  occupied  by  the  depart¬ 
ment,  located  as  follows  :  One  on  South  Main  street,  occupied  by 
Steanieis  No.  1.  and  No.  2.,  in  first  class  condition  ;  one  on  Spruce 
street,  occupied  by  Hose  Co.  No.  1  and  No.  2,  in  good  condition  ; 
one  on  corner  of  Spruce  and  Main  streets  occupied  by  Hook  and 
Ladder  Co.  No.  1.,  in  first  class  condition,  having  recently  been 
repaired  in  a  thorough  manner;  one  on  Central  street  occupied 
by  Wm.  C.  Giilman  H  ose  Co.  No.  4,  in  first  class  condition. 

There  arc  sixteen  reservoirs  situated  in  the  thickly  settled 
parts  of  the  town,  and  four  hy<lrants  located  in  the  depot  district, 
suitable  for  steamers  oidy,  there  not  being  force  enougli  from 
them  to  throw  a  stream  over  any  building.  They  have  been  very 
convenient  in  case  of  fire  in  this  district,  and  have  done  good  ser¬ 
vice  and  will  continue  so  if  projierlv'  cared  for. 


LOCATION  OP  HYDRANTS  OF  THE  MILFORD  WATER 


WORKS  COMPANY. 


Bead)  street,  corner  (\nitral. 

Beacli  street,  foot  of  Simons. 

Central  street,  corner  Front. 

Central  street,  opposite  C.  W. 
Shippee’s  shop. 

Central  street,  opposite  G.  L. 
Thayer’s  shop. 

Central  street,  opposite  Bragg’s 
slip. 

Central  street,  opposite  R.  E. 
Foster’s  shop. 

Congress  street,  corner  Church 
Place. 

Congress  street,  corner  Ex¬ 
change. 

Congress  .street,  opposite  Pine. 

Congress  street, opposite  Spruce. 

■Congi’ess  street,  opp’te  Walnut. 

Chestnut  street,corner  Orchard. 

Claliin  street,  near  R.  C.  Hus¬ 
sey’s  house. 

Claflin  street,  corner  Franklin. 

East  Main  street,  oppt’e  Short. 

East  Main  street,  op j)osite  Hop- 
kin  ton  road. 

East  Main  street,  corner  Cook. 

East  Main  street,head  of  Beach, 
o])posite  Basin. 

Franklin  street,  opp.  Chestnut. 

Fruit  street,  opposite  Otis. 

Forest  street,  opp.  Claflin. 

Front  street,  near  J.  M.  Esta- 
brook’s  shop. 

Grove  street,  op])osite  G.  G. 
Parker’s  house. 

Hayward  street,  ooposite  Car- 
roll  street. 

High  street,  corner  S|)ruce. 

Jefferson  street,  opj)t’e  Bragg’s 
slij). 

Lawrence  street,  oj))).  Quinlan. 

Mechanic  street,  corner  Winter. 

Main  street,  corner  Pros])ect. 

Main  street,  corner  Green. 


IMain  street,  cornei*  Fruit. 

Main  street,  corner  Chapin. 
Main  street,  corner  Hollis. 

Main  street,  corner  South  Main. 
Main  street,  corner  South  Bow. 
Main  street,  corner  Central. 
Main  street,  opposite  Lawrence 
Block. 

Main  street,  corner  Pine. 

Main  street,  corner  Jefferson. 

I  Main  street,  corner  Sjuang. 
Main  street,  corner  Sj)ruce. 
Main  street,  corner  Court. 

Main  street,  corner  North  Bow. 
Main  street,  opposite  Suniner. 
North  Bow  street, opj).  Colburn 
Fuller  A  Co’s  shop. 

North  Bow  street,  opposite 
j  Jefferson. 

North  Road,  opposite  I.  N. 
Crosby’s  house. 

North  Road,  near  A.  Gibson’s 
house. 

Peai‘l  street,  corner  Main. 

Pearl  street,  opposite  Granite. 
Pine  street, opp.  Baptist  church. 
Pond  street,  op])osite  L.  A. 

Cook’s  coal  office. 

School  street,  junction  of  Pearl, 
School  street,  opp.  High  school. 
School  street,  corner  Spruce. 
South  Main  street,  corner  Or¬ 
chard. 

South  Main  street,  cor.  Forest. 
South  Main  street,  June.  Grove. 
South  Bow  sti’eet,  cor.  Claflin. 
South  Bow  street,  coi*.  Baker’s 
slip. 

Sumner  street,  opp.  Granite. 
West  street,  corner  High. 

VYest  street,  corner  Quinlan. 
Walnut  street,  corner  Emmons. 
Winter  street,  corner  Granite. 
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FIIiES  AND  ALARMS. 

There  were*  fourteen  General  alarms  of  fire  duriiio:  the  year 
ending  Feb.  1,  1889,  and  two  still  alarms. 

The  total  insurance  on  buildings  damaged. by  fire, 

as  near  ns  could  be  obtained,  amounted  to  $  35,4o0  00 
The  total  insui’ancn?  on  contents  damaged  by  fire, 

as  near  as  could  be  obtained,  amounted  to  110,275  00 


Total, 

Total  insurance  paid  on  buildings  damaged  by  fire, 
“  “  contents  “  “ 


1145,725  00 

1469  00 
938  50 


Total  insurance,  11,407  50 

Feb.  27.  Storage-shed  owned  and  occupied  by  E.  J.  Pren¬ 
tice,  valued  at  S500.  Damage,  SIO  ;  insurance  on  building,  S200; 
insurance  paid,  $10.  Contents  valued  at  $200  ;  insurance,  $500  ; 
no  damage;  no  insurance  paid.  Cause  of  fire,  incendiary. 

April  14.  Block  on  Main  street  owned  by  C.  R.  Scott,  val¬ 
ued  at  $7,500  ;  occupied  by  stores  and  tenements.  Fire  in  mar¬ 
ket  occupied  by  C.  M.  Mason.  Damage,  $20  ;  insurance,  $3,000  ; 
insurance  paid,  $20.  Contents  valued  at  $800  ;  damage,  $50 ; 
insurance,  $1000;  insurance  paid,  $50.  Cause,  alleged  incen¬ 
diary. 

April  23.  Building  owned  by  A.  Clafiiu,  valued  at  $2,100  ;: 
occu])ied  by  Bartlett  &  Ellis  as  a  workshoj).  Insurance,  $1,200  ; 
no  damage ;  no  insurance  paid.  Contents  valued  at  $2,000.  In¬ 
surance,  $4,000;  no  damage ;  no  insurance  paid.  Cause,  chimney. 
Still  alarm. 


April  28.  Brush  fire  on  land  of  Isaac  Clafliii.  Cause,  care¬ 
lessness  of  owner. 


.1  LINE  7.  House  owned  and  occupied  by  Kate  Fitzgerald,, 
valued  at  $4,000.  Insurance,  $1,500  ;  no  damage  ;  no  insurance 
paid.  Contents  valued  at  $1,500;  damage,  $40;  insurance,. 
$1,000  ;  insurance  paid,  $29.50.  Cause,  falling  of  two  lanijns. 

.IiJNE  13.  Woodshed  owned  by  heirs  of  11.  C.  Scott,  valued 
at  $150  ;  occupied  by  W.  E.  Cheney.  No  damage.  Coutents- 
valued  .at  $10;  no  damage.  Cause  unknown. 


.It^.Y'  4.  Block  on  Main  street  owned  bv  C.  R.  Scott,  valued 
at  $3,500,  :md  occupied  by  stores  and  tenements.  F'ire  in  gro¬ 
cery  store  of  Cheney  Bros,  and  shoe  store  of  .1.  W.  O’Connor, 
Damage,  $56;  insurance,  $3,000  ;  insurance  jiaid,  $56.  Contents- 
valued  at  $2,800  ;  damages,  $679  :  insurance,  $1,900  ;  insuranc.o 
j)aid,  $551.  Cause,  fireworks. 


July  12.  Dwelling-house  owned  by  heirs  of  T.  Devine, 
valued  at  $700,  and  occupied  by  L.  Foster.  Insurance,  $600  ; 
no  dam.age  ;  no  insurance  paid.  Contents  valued  at  $350  ;  no- 
damage.  Cause,  chimney. 


July  21.  Barn  owned  and  occu))ied  by  Wm.  O’Connell, 
valued  at  $50.  Insurance,  $50  ;  no  damage  ;  no  insurance  paid. 
Contents  v  alued  at  $101.50;  damage,  $50:  insurance,  $75;  in¬ 
surance  ])aid,  $35.  Cause,  utd<nown.  Still  alarm. 

Aug.  23.  Store-house  owned  and  occupied  by  Greene  Bros'., 
valued  at  $400;  damage,  $15;  insurance,  $400.  Contents  valued 
at  $800  ;  damage,  $10  ;  insurance,  $1,000.  Cause,  spark  from  N, 
Y.  &  N.  E.  locomotive  ;  damages  to  be  settled  by  N.  Y.  &  N.  E, 
Kailroad  com])any. 

Sept.  0.  Block  on  Main  street  owned  by  C.  R.  Scott,  val¬ 
ued  at  ^3,000,  and  occupied  by  stores  and  tenements.  Fire  in  sa¬ 
loon  occupied  by  J.  C.  Mulliall.  Insurance,  $3,000  ;  no  damage  ; 
no  insurance  })aid.  Contents  valued  at  $1,200  ;  damage,  $10  ;  na 
insurance.  Cause,  gasolene  stove. 

Oct.  10).  Building  owned  by  A.  Claflin,  valued  at  $2,500, 
and  occu])ied  by  L.  T.  Tougas,  die  manufacturer,  and  Lilley 
Bros.,  needle  manufacturers.  Damage,  $40  ;  insurance,  $1,200  j 
insurance  ])aid,  $35.  Contents  valued  at  $2,700 ;  insurance, 
$3,20Q ;  no  daixiage ;  no  insurance  paid.  Cause,  caught  from 
boiler,  as  one  of  the  sills  under  the  bricks  was  not  protected. 

Oct.  20.  Dwelling-house  and  barn  owned  and  occupied  by 
Thos.  Holland  ;  house  valued  at  $1,200,  barn  at  $900;  damage  to 
house,  $50  ;  to  barn,  $900 ;  insurance  on  house,  $400  ;  on  barn, 
$200;  insurance  paid  oii  house,  $10  ;  on  barn,  $200.  Contents  of 
barn  valued  at  $200;  damage,  $50  ;  insurance,  $300  ;  insurance 
paid,  $59.  Cause,  supposed  carelessness  of  owner. 

Dec.  4.  Buihling  owned  by  Milford  Shoe  Co.,  valued  at 
$20,000,  and  occupied  by  Charles  W.  Shippee  as  shoe  nianufac- 
tory.  Damage,  $5;  insurance,  $17,000;  insurance  paid,  $5. 
Contents  valued  at  $117,000;  damage,  $35;  insurance,  $98,000  ; 
insurance  paid,  $35.  Cause,  gas  jet  under  tar  pot. 

Dec.  8.  Dwelling-house  owned  and  occu])ied  by  M.  W.  Ed¬ 
wards,  valued  at  $l,()t0.  Damage,  $200;  insurance,  $1,200 ;  in¬ 
surance  ])aid,  $133.  Contents  valued  at  $1,000;  damage,  $500  ;• 
insurance,  $300;  insurance  paid,  $176.  Cause,  over-heated  stove. 

Jan.  28, 1889.  Dwelling-house  and  barn  owned  by  A.  Hollands, 
valued  at  $2,500.  Unoccu])ied.  Loss  tot.al  on  barn,  partial  on 
liouse ;  insurance,  $3,000.  Contents  valued  at  $225;  damage, 
$225;  no  insurance.  Cause,  suixposed  to  be  incendiary. 

FIRE  DISTRICTS. 

District  No.  1  comprises  the  territory  included  within  North 
Bow  and  South  Bow  streets  and  the  east  side  of  Main  streetr 
Signal,  one  long  and  one  short  whistle. 

District  No.  2  comprises  the  territory  from  the  Town  House 
to  Mt.  Pleasant  street,  thence  to  and  through  the  Plains  to  the 
Medway  and  Holliston  lines.  Signal,  one  long  and  two  short 
whistles. 
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District  No.  3  takes  in  the  territory  from  tlie  ITo))kinton 
railroad  to  the  Silver  Hill  road.  Signal,  one  long  and  three 
short  whistles. 

District  No.  4  comprises  the  territory  west  from  Silver  Hill 
road  to  Water  street.  Signal,  one  long  and  four  short  whistles. 

District  No.  5  comprises  the  territory  between  Water  and 
South  Main  streets  to  the  Hopedale  line.  Signal,  one  long  and 
five  short  whistles. 

District  No.  6,  between  South  Main,  Franklin,  and  Depot 
streets.  Signal,  one  long  and  six  short  whistles. 

District  No.  7,  from  Depot,  between  Fond  and  Mt.  Pleasant 
streets.  Signal,  one  long  and  seven  short  whistles. 

District  No.  8  comjirises  the  territory  between  Spruce,  Con¬ 
gress,  and  west  side  of  Main  streets.  Signal,  one  long  and  eight 
short  whistles. 

Citizens  and  firemen,  you  will  take  notice  that  District  No.  1 
has  been  changed,  and  No.  8  district  added  to  the  list;  the  above 
•change  being,  in  the  minds  of  the  engineers,  for  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  town  and  department. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  statii  that  the  department  is  in 
very  good  condition,  each  company  doing  what  it  can  to  assist 
the  engineers  and  working  in  unison  with  each  other.  It  is  ap¬ 
parently  the  aim  of  the  members  to  make  the  Milford  Fire  De¬ 
partment  second  to  none  in  any  town  in  our  state.  We  wish  to 
express  our  sincere  thanks  to  them  f-»r  the  generous  way  in  which 
they  have  helped  us,  also  to  the  citizens  in  general  who  have 
assisted  us  willingly,  whenever  called  upon  to  do  so.  During  the 
])ast  year  we  have  helped  to  perfect  our  department  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  jumping-net,  gun  and  chute,  articles  which  were 
required  by  the  state  law  to  be  had.  We  believe  that  the 
town  should  see  that  the  Milford  Water  Co.  live  up  to 
its  contract,  as  a  serious  drawback  that  the  department  had 
to  contend  with,  was  occasioned  by  defective  hydrants.  We 
would  deem  it  advisable  to  have  Steamer  Co.  No.  2  reorganized 
and  put  in  active  service.  The  cost  for  maintaining  said  com¬ 
pany  would  be  more  than  offset  by  the  faithful  services  the  mem¬ 
bers  would  perform  at  fires  where  it  is  essential  to  have  two 
steamei's  in  constant  use. 

Again  thanking  the  members  of  the  department  and  citizens 
for  their  many  favors,  we  respectfully  submit  the  above  report. 

P.  J.  BAXTEP,  Chief  Engineer. 

D.  P.  JOHNSON.  First  Assistant. 

P.  P.  O’DONNELL,  Assistant. 

J.  J.  MANNING,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  FEBliUARY  18,  1889. 


In  hands  of  Treasurer,  closing  of  books,  Feb.  19, 

1888,  ^ .  $ 
Borrowed  of  Milford  Savings  Bank, 


Received  of 


F.  A.  Gleason,  collector  of  taxes,  1886, 

“  1887, 

M.  J.  Reynolds,  “  (on  account  of  1886), 

“  “  (on  account  of  1887), 

“  “  1888, 

A.  W.  Beard,  state  treasurer,  corporation  tax, 

suppoit  state  paupers, 
corporation  tax, 
national  bank  tax, 
state  aid.  Chap.  252, 


(( 

u 

u 


(I 

(( 


n 


a 

Li 


u 


“  “  Armory  rent, 

“  “  Mass,  school  fund, 

E.  A.  Brown,  county  treasurer,  dog  tax  returned, 

E.  D.  Rancroft,  treasurer  Hopedale,  county  tax, 

F.  L.  Holmes  &  Co.,  rent  1  year,  to  Mar.  1,  1888, 
Town  stable,  rent  1  year  to  Dec.  1,  1888,  by  J.  D. 

Shippee, 

Geo.  A.  Sharpe,  rent  town  stable  by  J.  D.  Shippee, 
Dr.  Gordon,  “  “ 

J.  11.  Robinson,  “  “ 

D.  C.  Mowrey,  money  depositcnl  for  care  burial  lot. 
Town  of  Rockland,  state  aid  reimbursement, 

T.  F.  Mahan,  and  B  others,  lock-up  keys, 

T.  Shea,  seitlement  of  suit, 

Mrs.  S.  F.  Carpenter,  drain  suit, 

T.  F.  Davoren,  lock-up  bill, 

Farrel  Foundry  Co.,  sale  of  crusher, 

Sale  of  Town  History, 

Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  lamp  post  and  lanterns, 

S.  W.  Hayward,  use  of  lock-up, 

B.  H.  Montngiie,  rent  of  Town  Hall, 

“  “  lock-up. 


1,304  21 
51,500  OO 

44  00 
713  69 
421  11 
3,635  02 
71,613  59 
308  97 
19  40 
3,207  51 
673  60 
865  50 
4,070  00 
300  00 
48  5a 
766  42 
1,662  5a 
12  00 


48  00 
16  00 
12  OO 
7  OO 
150  00 
24  00 
4  00 
59  86 
36  oa 
9  00 
100  00 
69  85 
15  50 
3  50 
245  70 
149  OO 


Total, 


$142,115  54 


30 


Received  for  liquor  licenses  as  follows: — 


Bryan  Manion,  $125 

John  Cronan,  125 

John  F.  Moore,  125 

Wm.  Sheehan,  125 

Jas.  F.  Strattorn,  125 

John  H.  Keefe,  125 

I)avid  Quinn,  125 

M.  Howard,  125 

Jos.  Woods,  125 

Wm.  A.  Pond,  125 

O.  F.  Knowiton,  125 

J.  J.  Milan,  125 

]V1.  Tiernan,  125 

Louis  Hoden,  125 

Kate  Fitzojerald,  125 

J.  O.  Mahoney,  125 

J.  C.  Mulhall,^  125 

Thos.  Kelley,  125 

J.  Xj.  Martin,  125 

P.  Gillon,  125 

D.  Nus2jent,  125 

J.  L.  Keefe,  125 

Peter  Cauley,  .  125 

Thos.  Quirk,  125 

L.  R.  Hazard,  125 

Thos.  Magee,  125 

R.  Holland,  125 

John  Rogers,  125 

H.  P.  Conley,  125 

C.  J.  Smith,  125 

Jas.  Bradley,  125 

Received  for  pool  table  licenses : 
John  Cronan,  $2 

B.  Manion,  2 

Alfred  Goucher,  2 

J.  O.  Mahoney,  2 

D.  Quinn,  2 

J.  H.  I^eefe,  2 

Wm.  A.  Pond,  2 

O.  F.  Knowiton,  2 

J.  Jj.  Martin,  2 

J.  L.  Keefe,  2 

Received  for  auctioneer  licenses 

J.  H.  Wood,  $2 

L.  Hunt,  2 

G.  G.  Thaye)',  2 

R.  W.  TiiVell,  2 

M.  J.  Reynolds,  2  ■ 


Thos.  Mullen, 

$125 

Jas.  F.  Stratton, 

175 

W m.  H.  Flemming, 

125 

P.  Gillon, 

175 

Jj.  R.  Idazard, 

175 

Jas.  Igoe, 

175 

J.  IT.  Matthews, 

200 

J.  F.  McGuinness, 

200 

W.  P.  Beals, 

200 

C.  H.  Gillon, 

200 

John  Stratton, 

200 

Alfred  Goucher, 

200 

Win.  Quinlan, 

50 

A.  J.  leaver y. 

50 

Mrs.  D.  Kelley, 

50 

Kate  McCormick, 

50 

J.  Dillon, 

50 

George  Tulley, 

50 

Eliz.  Ward, 

50 

Mrs.  John  Callanan, 

50 

Mrs.  Eliz.  Tobin, 

50 

Mrs.  M.  Reynolds, 

50 

Mrs,  Kate  Smith, 

50 

I^.  J.  Donohue, 

1 

A.  H.  Sweet, 

1 

H.  E.  Morgan, 

1 

A.  B.  Morse, 

1 

J.  A.  Rice, 

1 

Dr.  Lam  son. 

1 

Total, 

$6,581 

J.  F.  McGuinness, 

$2 

C.  H.  Gillon, 

2 

Louis  Roden, 

2 

J.  H.  Matthews, 

o 

Thos.  Ivelley, 

o 

G.  G.  Martin, 

2 

M.  C.  Murray, 

2 

M.  Howard, 

0 

Total, 

$36 

G.  C.  Thayer, 

$2 

C.  ]i[.  Mason, 

2 

Total, 

$14 

Received  for  show  licenses 

• 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Carpenter, 

S  6 

Music  Hall  Co., 

132 

Circus  Royal, 

33 

J.  T.  McLouo 

■hlin,  Oleo 

O.  D.  Holmes  “barges” 

8 

licenses, 

1 

C.  H.  Walker,  (2) 

50 

Total, 

1130 

Received  the  following  sums  in 

connection  w 

ith  the 

Highway 

Department : — 

AV.  H.  Bourne,  grav 

el,  by  J.  D.  Shippee,  Supt., 

$  4  50 

N.  W.  Weed,  street  cleanings. 

Cc 

26  00 

P.  W.  Mann,  “ 

»  u 

cc 

5  00 

S.  Mathewson,  “ 

(( 

cc 

6  50 

Peter  Cauley,  “ 

(( 

cc 

6  40 

C.  H.  Metcalf,  “ 

(( 

cc 

16  20 

P.  Dwyer,  “ 

(( 

cc 

2  00 

M.  Edwards,  “ 

Cl 

cc 

1  50 

Dea.  Bradish,  “ 

cc 

cc 

10  00 

D.  B.  Rock  wood,  “ 

cc 

cc 

4  00 

L.  H.  Cook,  “ 

cc 

cc 

1  00 

Solon  Hapgood,  “ 

cc 

cc 

50 

P.  Nealoii,  “ 

Cc 

cc 

2  00 

John  Mack,  “ 

cc 

cc 

3  00 

C.  Fiske,  “ 

cc 

cc 

50 

Mrs.  Mann,  “  ■ 

Cc 

cc 

50 

Edwin  Willis,  “ 

cc 

cc 

1  00 

Wm.  B.  Hale,  labor, 

G.  N.  Hayward,  “ 

cc 

cc 

13  00 

cc 

cc 

40  45 

Gillon  block,  “ 

cc 

cc 

34  00 

AV.  H.  Bourne,  “ 

cc 

cc 

16  80 

Park  Comm’rs,  “ 

Milford  Water  Co.,  “ 

cc 

cc 

40  00 

cc 

cc 

144  20 

A.  W.  Keene,  “ 

cc 

cc 

9  00 

Wm.  Sheehan,  “ 

cc  ' 

cc 

5  00 

P.  Cuddihy,  “ 

cc 

cc 

21  08 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  “ 

cc 

cc 

2  00 

C.  Ellis  &  Sons,  “ 

cc 

cc 

15  42 

A.  Cook,  stone, 

cc 

cc 

2  50 

Universalist  church,  “ 

cc 

cc 

3  00 

D.  O’Connell,  “ 

cc 

Cc 

8  00 

P.  Casey,  “ 

cc 

cc 

2  00 

Music  Hall  Co.,  gutter. 

cc 

cc 

15  00 

L.  Hunt,  sidewalk. 

cc 

cc 

88  42 

Z.  C.  Field,  “ 

C.  W.  AVilcox, 

cc 

cc 

81  85 

cc 

cc 

41  19 

J.  E.  Walker,  “ 

cc 

cc 

58  64 

A.  Seaver,  “ 

cc 

cc 

12  00 

A.  Seaver,  “ 

cc 

cc 

52  50 

T.  &  P.  Donohue,  “ 

cc 

cc 

45  50 

L.  C.  Clieney,  “ 

cc' 

cc 

14  67 

A.  Supple,  sidewalk. 

by  J.  D.  Shippec 

',  Su})t., 

14 

36; 

Israel  Patch, 

a 

4; 

44 

31 

2& 

Peter  Cook,  heirs. 

44 

44 

20 

00 

C.  C.  Cheney, 

a 

44 

44 

57 

70 

I.  N.  Crosby, 

a 

44 

44 

20 

60 

Hannah  Crowley, 

u 

44 

44 

30 

10 

Owen  Keefe, 

44 

44 

42 

30 

School  committee. 

44 

44 

13 

50 

Margaret  Roach, 

cc 

44 

44 

37 

80 

M.  W.  Edwards, 

(( 

44 

44 

33 

00 

H.  E.  Fales, 

a 

44 

44 

107 

12 

Dwight  Russell, 

*  44 

44 

77 

68 

B.  H.  Spaulding,  sewer. 

44 

44 

60 

00 

H.  E.  iNlorgan, 

u 

44 

44 

34 

10 

C.  Noyes, 

u 

44 

44 

20 

00 

P.  Cuddihy, 

c. 

44 

44 

29 

50 

P.  Lynch, 

u 

44 

44 

11 

50 

Total,  $1,497  83 

RECAPITULATION  OF  RECEIPTS. 


Incidental  receipts,  including  amount  in  treasury. 
Licenses  of  all  kinds. 

Receipts  from  Highway  Dei)t., 


$14-2,115  54 
G,761  00 
1,497  33 


Total, 

Paid  on  Selectmen’s  orders. 


$150,373  87 
149,457  47 


Balance  .in  treasury,  Feb.  18,  1889, 
TOWN  DEBT. 


$916  40 


Statement  of  town  debt,  as  it  appears  at  time  of  closing  the 
books : — 


Bonds  (5’s)  held  by  iMilford  Savings  Bank,  due  1893,  $40,000  OO 
•  Memorial  Hall  note  (4^),  on  demand,  15,000  00 

Bonds  (6’s)  held  by  Milford  Savings  Bank,  due  1897,  10,000  00 

Bonds  (6’s)  held  by  Boston  parties,  due  1897,  15,000  00' 

Treasurer’s  note  held  by  Savings  Bank  (5’s)  on  demand,  5,000  00 
“  “  “  (5’s)  “  5,000  00 

Selectmen’s  “  “  (5’s)  “  5,000  00 

“  “  “  (5’s)  “  3,500  00 


Total  debt,  $98,500  00' 

Increase  debt  over  1887,  $4,500. 

I  have  to  report  all  bound  volumes  of  the  Town  History  as 
sold,  except  five  volumes.  We  have  some  200  volumes  (uncov¬ 
ered)  stored  in  the  Town  House.  It  is  for  the  tax-])ayers  to  say 
what  we  shall  do  with  them.  The  aa:ent  for  the  'I''own  History 
Publishing  Co.  has  never  made  a  report  of  his  doings.  It  is  pos¬ 
sible  he  may  have  some  books  unsold. 

LEWIS  HAYDEN,  Treasurer. 


TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  re[>ort  for  1(S88. 
In  my  report  last  year,  the  attention  of  the  citizens  was  called  to 
the  advisability  of  overhauling  the  records  in  the  lire-))roof  vault 
in  the  Selectmen’s  room,  and  the  purchasing  of  a  cabinet  file,  in 
which  the  bills,  orders,  petitions,  records,  etc,,  could  be  filed,  in 
order  as  to  years,  and  finally  indexed  ;  so  that  any  information 
desired  could  be  readily  and  easily  found,  instead  of  the  neces¬ 
sary  delay  now  consequent  upon  its  disordered  condition.  As  no 
appropriation  was  made  to  carry  out  this  recommendation,  the 
same  condition  still  exists.  I  again  deem  it  pioper  that  this  mat¬ 
ter  should  be  brought  to  your  attention,  and  believe  that  if  an 
appropriation  is  made  for  this  purpose,  the  town  will  be  amply 
repaid  by  the  economy,  utility  and  convenience  that  will  result. 

I  also  wish  to  submit  for  your  consideration,  certain  recom¬ 
mendations  which  seem  to  be  necessary  for  the  better  preserva¬ 
tion  and  improvement  of  the  records,  especially  the  records  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths.  The  legal  and  historic  value  of 
these  records,  by  which  very  often  are  decided  ‘‘questions  of 
legitimacy,  legal  settlement  in  towns,  and  various  other  contested 
points,  to  say  nothing  of  the  important  deductions  relating  to 
vital  and  mortuary  statistics,”  ought  to  act  as  an  incentive  for 
vigilance  and  care  in  preserving  the  same.  As  the  law  now 
stands,  the  clerk  of  each  city  and  town  is  required  to  annually 
transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  ComrnonM^ealth,  certihed  copies 
of  the  records  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  which  have  oc¬ 
curred  therein  during  the  preceding  year. 

If,  from  fire  or  other  causes,  the  original  records  since  1841 
(when  the  Act  in  Relation  to  Registration  Returns  was  passed) 
were  lost,  obliterated  or  destroyed,  copies  could  be  taken  from 
those  in  the  Secretary’s  office ;  but  the  official  records  prior  to 
1841  are  only  in  the  custody  of  the  Clerk  of  the  town,  and  could 
not  be  replaced  in  case  of  destruction. 

Unfortunately,  our  public  records  are  not  written  on  parch¬ 
ment,  as  is  the  custom  m  England,  and  in  consequence  are  sub¬ 
ject  to  decay  from  atmospheric  action  on  them,  causing  the  paper 
to  decay  and  the  ink  to  fade,  so  that  our  early  records  (from  1782 
to  1841)  are  now  in  a  condition  which  I  think  warrants  me  in 
thus  calling  vour  attention  to  them.  While  I  am  aware  that  a 
great  part  of  the  information  contained  in  these  records  is  com¬ 
piled  in  the  “Biographico-Genealogical  Register”  of  the  “History 
of  Milford,”  still  it  does  not  cover  the  ground  which  these  re- 


34 


* 

cords  do,  and  would  not  supply  the  deficiency,  if  they  are  allowed 
to  decay.  The  most  feasible  plan  to  remedy  this,  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  system  adopted  by  several  cities  and  towns,  namely, 
the  printing  of  the  records  (from  1782  to  1850)  in  one  volume, 
and  stereotyping  the  form,  so  that  if  none  of  the  copies  should 
survive,  the  plates  would  remain,  and  copies  could  be  printed  for 
the  mere  cost  of  presswork  and  paper,  at  any  time. 

All  tlie  records  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  are  in  imme¬ 
diate  need  of  binding,  and  in  cases  of  some  books,  the  leaves  are 
so  loose  that  great  care  is  required  to  keep  them  intact.  Some 
provision  ought  to  be  made  to  have  these  bound  at  once.  With 
these  suggestions  I  leave  these  matters  for  your  consideration, 
and  if  they  meet  with  your  approval,  an  appropriation  should  be 
made  at  the  coming  meeting  to  carry  them  out. 


MARRIAGES. 

Intentions  issued. 

Marriages  recorded. 

Number  solemnized  in  Milford, 

“  Hopedale, 

“  Worcester, 

“  Uxbridge, 

“  Hopkinton, 

“  Lowell,  Newton  Upper  Falls, 

Franklin,  Southboro,  Leicester,  Spencer,  Mill¬ 
ville,  Foxboro,  West  Brookfield,  Quincy,  Hol- 
liston,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  East  Weatogue, 
Conn.,  and  Bangor,  Me.,  1  each. 


61 

6 

2 

2 

2 


14 


First  marriage,  grooms,  78,  brides,  75, 

Second  “  “  9,  “  12, 


87 

Average  age  of  groom, 

“  bride, 

Oldest  groom, 

“  bride. 

Youngest  groom, 

“  bride. 

Grooms  whose  age  exceeds  bride’s. 
Brides  whose  age  exceeds  groom’s. 
Same  age,  in  years. 


87 


29 

26 

67 

59 

18 

17 

63 

13 

11 


Greatest  difference  in  ages  of  one  couple,  28  years. 
Parents’  consent  filed,  4. 

BY  WHOM  PERFORMED. 

By  Rev.  James  T.  Canavan, 

“  Adin  Ballou, 


81 

87 


87 

153 

21 

174 


87 


17 

10 


By  Rev.  D.  F.  McGillicuddy,  9 

“  Charles  Tilton,  '  9 

“  J.  B.  Wicks,  6 

“  S.  A.  Gardner,  4 

“  Henry  A.  C>ook,  2 

“  Webster  Woodbury,  1 

Austin  Howard,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  2 


Revs.  Sanford  B.  Sweetser,  Lowell;  M.  O’Brien,  Newton 
Upper  Falls;  Dennis  Scannell,  Worcester;  M.  Sullivan, 
Worcester;  Arthur  Page  Sharpe,  Franklin;  Jos.  Neal, 
Holliston;  Edward  Norton,  Quincy;  J.  Frank  Winkley; 
Thos.  Earle  Babb,  West  Brookfield;  F.  H.  Burbank;  M. 

F.  Johnson,  Foxboro;  Daniel  A.  Wade;  M.  D.  Murphy^ 
Hopkinton;  H.  L.  Robinson,  Uxbridge ;  W.  Wignall, 
Hopkinton ;  P.  Farrelly,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.;  D.  E.  Ad¬ 
ams,  Southboro ;  Cliarles  W.  Lyon,  East  Weatogue, 
Conn.;  Edw.  P.  Phreamer,  Millville;  Thos.  B.  Lowney, 
Medway;  Oliver  S.  Dean,  Holbrook;  Thos.  W.  Nicker¬ 
son,  Leicester ;  M.  O’Brien,  Bangor,  Me.;  Henry  G.  Gay, 
Southboro  ;  1  each,  24 

Lewis  Hayden ;  Geo.  P.  Ladd,  Spencer,  and  A.  A.  Put¬ 
nam,  Uxbridge,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  1  each,  3 


DEATHS. 


Number  recorded, 
of  males, 
females. 


a 

a 


111 


111 

93 


204 


204 


January, 

males. 

1-1, 

females. 

1*2, 

26 

February, 

u 

7, 

u 

8, 

15 

March, 

K 

10, 

(( 

6, 

16 

April, 

(i  ' 

14, 

(( 

8, 

22 

May, 

(( 

9, 

u 

6, 

15 

June, 

(( 

11, 

u 

6, 

17 

July, 

(( 

7, 

(( 

7, 

14 

AugTist, 

(( 

11, 

(( 

13, 

24 

September, 

(( 

9, 

u 

10,  . 

19 

October, 

11, 

(C 

5, 

16 

November, 

4, 

(( 

0, 

10 

December, 

(1 

4, 

il 

0, 

10 

93 


204 


Marrried, 


CONDITION  OF  PERSONS  DECEASED. 

males,  46,  females,  35, 


81 


36 


Single, 

“  51, 

“  33, 

84 

Widowers, 

14, 

'  widows,  25, 

39 

111 

93 

204 

Causes  of  death,  as  reported  by  the  physicians :  Consump¬ 
tion,  36;  pneumonia,  16;  heart  disease,  17  ;  old  age,  17  ;  kidney 
diseases,  9 ;  cholera  infantum,  8  ;  apoplexy,  8 ;  bronchitis,  5 ; 
diphtheria,  4 ;  tubercular  meningitis,  7  ;  cerebro-spinal  meningitis, 
4 ;  general  debility,  5 ;  chronic  diarrhcea,  4 ;  convulsions,  4 ; 
paralysis,  3  ;  dysentery,  3  ;  typhoid  fever,  3  ;  softening  of  the 
brain,  2  ;  hydrocephalus,  2  ;  nervous  prostration,  2  ;  suicide,  2  ; 
premature  birth,  2  ;  cancer,  2 ;  shock  from  burns,  2  ;  uraemia  poi¬ 
son,  2  ;  accident,  2  ;  inflammation  of  bowels,  2  ;  various  other 
diseases,  31.  Total,  204. 

Of  the  204  deaths,  172  were  interred  in  Milford ;  32  in  other 
places. 

Births. 


Whole  number  registered. 

Number  of  males,  - 
“  females. 

Children  of  foreign  parentage, 
“  native  “ 

“  mixed  “ 

Number  of  instances  of  twins, 

Illegitimate, 

Born  in  January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 


180 

87 

93 

'  ‘  —  180 

46 

100 

34 

—  180 

3 

6 


ales. 

5 

females 

,4 

9 

a 

9 

44 

9 

18 

u 

6 

44 

14 

20 

5 

44 

10 

15 

a 

9 

44 

6 

15 

a 

i-f 

44 

PW 

i 

14 

“  10 

44 

7 

17 

(4 

9 

44 

11 

20 

44 

1 

44 

7 

14 

44 

7 

44 

‘6 

18 

44 

7 

44 

7 

14 

44 

6 

44 

5 

11 

87 

LICENSES. 

Liquor  licenses  recorded,  first  class, 

“  “  fourth  “ 

“  “  sixth  “ 


93  180 


39 

15 

6 

—  60 


87 


Auctioneers’  licenses  recorded,  7 

Pool  and  billiard  licenses  recorded,  18 

The  number  of  licenses  issued  to  dealers  in  oleomargarine 
was  2;  received  for  same  and  paid  Town  Treasurer,  $1. 


DOG  LICENSES. 

Whole  number  licensed — males,  372  ;  females,  62,  434 

Amount  received  for  same,  $1,054  00 

Amount  sent  Oounty  Treasurer,  967  20 

Number  licensed  last  vear,  359 

Amount  received  last  year,  $862  00 

Increase  over  last  year,  192  00 

MORTGAGE  RECORDS. 

Ohattel  mortgages  recorded,  74 

Assignment  of  wages,  '  13 

Transfer  of  mortgage,  1 ;  mortgages  discharged,  15. 

Attachment  of  bulky  articles,  1 

MARRIED  WOMEN. 

Oertificates  recorded  of  married  women  doing  business  on 

separate  account,  8 

NATURALIZATION. 

Number  of  applications  for  naturalization  under  Chapter 

345,  Acts  of  1885,  2 

ROADS. 

Descriptions  recorded,  7 

TOWN  MEETINGS. 

March  5,  1888  ;  April  30, 1888 ;  November  6,  1888.  Total,  3.  . 
All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 


JOHN  T.  McLOUGHLIN,  Town  Clerk. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


To  The  Tax-payers  of  Milford: — 

The  first  duty  of  the  Selectmen  after  March  meeting  vv^as  to 
elect  a  Superintendent  of  Highways,  and  after  four  weeks’  delib¬ 
eration,  John  D.  Shippee  of  Holliston  was  elected,  he  having  had 
several  years’  experience  in  building  and  repairing  roads.  In 
consideration  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the  appropriations  have 
been  exceeded  during  the  current  year,  the  Selectmen  deem  it 
only  right  that  the  citizens  should  know  where  and  how  the  ex¬ 
tra  money  has  been  expended.  Owing  to  the  late  heavy  rains 
taking  the  frost  out  of  the  ground,  the  streets  washed  very  badly, 
which  necessitated  large  outlays  to  put  them  in  condition;  and 
we  have  expended  a  large  amount  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town. 
We  had  hoped  to  keep  within  the  appropriations. 

We  have  had  two  men  nightly  acting  as  ])atrolmen  during 
the  year,  their  services  ending  Jan.  1,  1889.  This  was  an  addi¬ 
tional  expense  to  the  town,  and  we  would  recommend  that  some 
provision  be  made  in  the  future  to  meet  such  expense,  as  it  is  our' 
opinion  that  a  street  patrol  is  necessary.  W e  find  the  town 
treasury  depleted  at  the  present  time,  owing  to  overdrawing  last 
year  and  this.  Last  year  the  following  accounts  were  over¬ 


drawn  : — 

On  bonds,  $7,000 

Memorial  Hall  Square,  7,500 

Damages  on  highways  and  cost  of  Shea  suits,  2,739 


Total  last  year,  $17,239 

This  year  the  amount  overdrawn  will  reach, 

on  highways,  about  $  2,500 

Poor  department,  3,000 


Total,  $22,73^ 


The  Selectmen  would  recommend  that  the  town  raise,  in 
addition  to  the  current  expenses  for  the  next  year,  $10,000. 

Any  tax-payer  wishing  to  examine  bills  can  do  so  by  apply¬ 
ing  to  the  clerk  of  the  board. 

TOWN  INCIDENTALS. 

Orders  drawn. 

Times  Pub.  Co.,  1,000  copies  re])orts,  sewer 

committee,  $  22  75 
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Times  Pub.  Co.,  printing  and  advertising,  $  59 
P.  P.  Field  and  M.  W.  Edwards,  expenses 
to  Ansonia,  (/onn., 

C.  A.  Sumner,  services  as  teller, 

John  Miller,  shooting  and  burying  dog, 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water  for  armory, 

“  “  Main  street  trough, 

“  “  Dilia  “ 

Daily  News,  Board  of  Ilealtli  notice, 

“  advertising, 

S.  C.  Sumner,  checking  voting  list, 

John  Gilbride,  military  aid  on  acc’t  of  Rock¬ 
land, 

Thomas  Jago,  damage  to  fence, 

G.  M.  Billings,  1,500  copies  town  reports, 

“  printing  and  advertising, 

Bernard  F.  Kelly,  services  as  teller, 

Crohen  Connell,  abating  nuisance, 

M.  P.  Burns,  money  j^aid  for  abating  nuisance, 
Murty  Reynolds,  abating  nuisance, 

Chas.  L.  Walker, 

Wm.  Shockrow, 

John  Ah  earn, 

J.  M.  Eaton,  M.  D.,  ])aid  for  abating  nuisance, 

T.  F.  Davoren,  watching  at  water  works  trench 
Jeremiah  Davoren, 

T.  P.  Mahon, 

G.  W.  Stacy,  supplies. 


a 

a 


a 

u 


a 


26 

6 

1 

9 

40 

40 

37 

77 

10 

24 

o 

O 

123 

70 

3 

o 

1 

o 

1 

I  15 
9 
8 

15 


“  “  for  Assessors,  21 

J.  H.  Burns,  services  as  constable  March  5,  2 

Capt.  J.  T.  13errill,  for  target  range  for  Co.  M,  25 
P.  P.  Field  and  M.  W.  Edw  ards,  expenses  to 

Boston  and  Worcester  for  horses,  35 
Alton  A.  Cook,  surveying  and  measurements,  99 
Cook  &  Sons,  printing  and  advertising,  102 

C.  R.  Scott,  rent  of  armory,  275 

M.  J.  Buckley,  services  as  teller,  6 

J,,  H.  W ood,  legal  advice,  25 

T.  F.  Davoren,  reward  for  a  conviction  of  ille¬ 
gal  liquor  selling,  25 

John  Usher,  water,  5 

G.  A.  Sherborne,  express, 

“  moving  safe,  3 

Hapgood  &  Mayhew,  team  for  Assessors,  9 

B.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co.,  freight  bill, 

M.  R.  Warren,  license  blanks,  12 

H.  C.  Snell,  police  duty,  63 

O.  H.  Bailey  &  Co.,  views  of  Memorial  Hall 

and  Towm,  10 


25 


58 

00 

0( 

00 

00 

00 

10 

50 

00 

00 

15 

00 

00 

00 

50 

50 

00 

50 

00 

00 

50 

00 

00 

50 

24 

03 

50 

00 

00 

43 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

40 

00 

00 

86 

42 

oir 

00 
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Carv  Safe  Co.,  safe, 

C.  B.  Fietcliei',  reiinbursoinoiit  tax  of  1887, 
Mrs.  P.  B.  Draper,  “  1888, 

Geo.  W.  Lane,  “  1888, 

Robert  Rivers,  “  1888, 

R.  P.  Harrington,  “  1888, 

Hon.  H.  B.  Pierce,  new  “Register  of  Voters,” 
C.  F.  Walter  &  Co,,  record  book, 

J.  F.  McGuin  ness,  bills. 

Field  Bros.,  lumber, 

John  M.  Wood,  mowing  and  cleaning  North 
Purchase  cemetery, 

J.  T.  McLoughlin,  postage  and  express,  ‘ 

“  compiling  and  copying  new 

register, 

Jos.  D.  Crosby,  services  as  teller. 

Geo.  A.  Sherborne,  sprinkling  street, 

A.  J.  Sumner,  copying  for  Assessors, 

Thos.  Lyons,  damage  to  stone  wall, 

French  &  Co.,  bill, 

M.  W.  Edwards,  team  to  clerks’  meeting, 

Mendon, 

W.  H.  Pyne,  services  as  teller, 

Hixon  Bros.,  bill, 

N.  F.  Blake,  services  as  teller, 

S.  A.  Brock,  supplies, 

P.  H.  Curran,  services  as  teller, 

Murty  Reynolds,  damage  to  stone  post, 

L.  Hayden,  postage,  stationery  and  express, 

J.  P.  Stedman,  M.  D.,  return  of  births, 

E.  C.  Atkins,  M.  D.,  “ 

John  J.  Duggan,  M.  D.,  “ 

Jerome  Wilmarth,  M.  D., 

Chas.  Mackin,  M.  D., 

C.  D.  Albro,  M.  D., 

M.  AV.  Edwards,  return  of  deaths. 

Wood  &  Nve, 


40 

00 

1 

13 
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00 

73 
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00 
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00 

3 

50 

5 

50 

15 

50 

90 

6 

00 

9 

84 

25 

00 

2 

50 

15 

00 

2 

50 

4 

86 

8 

50 

1 

50 

6 

00 

6 

50 

a 

00 

5 

08 

a 

00 

1 

50 

5 

00 

2 

25 

5 

00 

6 

25 

75 

12 

25 

50 

ao 

00 

21 

00 

Damages  and  Lawsuits. 


Miss  Delia  Grainey,  for  injuries  received  on 
sidewalk, 

Frank  AV.  Phipps,  damages  received  on  high¬ 
way, 

J.  A.  Taft,  attornev  for  L.  R.  Hazard  on 
highway, 

Stephen  Sweet,  services  as  witness,  Beatty 
case  (’87), 


$  50  00 


ao  00 
100  00 


t.. 


$1,587  75- 


3  00 
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P.  F.  Field,  expenses  and  money  paid  wit-  • 

nesses  in  Shea  case,  $  84  00 

Henry  E.  Fales,  Esq.,  legal  services  Shea 
case,  advice  and  notices  foi- 
different  boards,  203  20 

-  1530  20 


Salakies. 


M.  Broderick,  services  at  town  meeting, 

“  police  duty  July  3  and  4, 

“  services  as  patrolman, 

James  H.  Burns,  “  “ 

Mathew  Burns,  police  duty,  July  3  and  4, 

M.  W.  Edwards^  officers  for  duty,  July  3  and  4, 
Thomas  F.  Davoren,  “  “ 


“  “  services  as  police  officer, 

O.  D;  Holmes,  night  watch, 

“  constable, 

“  police  duty  July  3  and  4, 

Charles  Mackin,  M.  D.,  services  on  board  of 
health  (’87), 

Charles  Mackin,  M.  D,  services  on  board  of 
health  for  1888, 

J.  M.  Eaton,  M.  D.,  services  on  board  of 
health  for  1888, 

M.  P.  Burns,  services  onboard  of  health  (’88), 
Jesse  A.  Taft,  registrar, 

A.  Wheeler,  “ 

James  Murray,  jr.,  “ 

J.  T.  McLoughlin,  “ 

T.  J.  Connor,  services  as  assessor, 

G.  E.  Stacy,  “  “ 

Lewis  Hayden,  “  “ 


“  “  treasurer, 

E.  J.  Dalton,  constable  for  registrars, 

C.  L.  Clark,  services  as  overseer  of  poor, 

P.  P.  O’Donnell,  “  “ 

John  Smith,  “  “ 

P.  P.  Field,  “  selectman  (chairman) 

M.  W.  Edwards,  “  “ 

C.  H.  Walker, 

B.  H.  Montague,  sealer  of  weights, 

J.  T.  McLoughlin,  clerk  selectmen, 

“  town  clerk, 

“  coll’t’g,  indexing  and  re¬ 

turning  births,  marriages  and  deaths, 
M.  J.  lieynolds,  tax  collector,  ’86  taxes. 


(( 


«  ’87  “ 


S  f)  (10 
3  00 
140  25 
140  25 
3  00 
10  00 
3  00 

19  00 
84  00 
29  00 

3  00 

41  00 

39  00 

50  00 
111  30 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
124  75 
185  00 
170  00 
250  00 
2  00 
325  00 
100  00 
100  00 
275  00 
265  00 
265  00 

20  00 
100  00 

75  00 

120  45 

4  39 
39  63 
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M.  J.  Reynolds,  tax  collector, ’88  taxes  $781  59 

-  $4,283  61 

$6,401  56 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 


INCIDENTALS. 

T.  N.  Ide,  blacksmi thing, 

Prentice  &  Son,  grain, 

S.  Johnson,  blacksmith ing, 

C.  C.  Fisk,  hay, 

“  repairing  bridge, 

James  A.  Boyce,  blacksmithing, 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Holmes,  rent  of  barn, 

A.  E.  Sumner,  repairs, 

P.  Con  niff,  repairs, 

C.  O.  Woodbury,  sundries, 

T.  C.  Eastman,  grain, 

Peter  McCabe,  sand  and  cement. 

Hoped  ale  Machine  Co.,  castings, 

D.  B.  Rockwood,  painting  four  carts, 

“  supplies  and  labor, 

Norcross  Bros.,  stone  and  labor, 

Ira  N.  ide,  blacksmithing, 

C.  A.  Ambler  &  Co.,  supplies, 

Henry  S.  Cushman,  harness  supplies, 
William  L.  Billings,  sundries, 

Greene  Bros.,  team, 

J.  J.  Grothe,  blacksmithing, 

John  W.  O’Connor,  supplies, 

T.  F.  Davoren,  supj^lies. 

Field  Bi  •os.,  lumber  and  straw, 

“  coal, 

Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  freight  bill, 
Geo.  D.  Wellington,  supplies, 

American  Spiced  Food  Co  ,  bill, 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing, 

Frank  D.  Mann,  repairing, 

A.  S.' Tuttle  &  Co.,  supplies, 

G.  W.  Howland,  powder, 

P.  Lynch,  sup])lies, 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  suj)plies, 

C.  A.  Hoyt,  labor  and  supplies, 

Ball  &  Sprague,  repairing  fences, 

Fred  M.  Walker,  supplies. 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  labor, 

C.  R.  Scott,  rent  of  barn, 

Dwyer  Bros.,  sign, 

“  painting. 

Cook  Bros.,  tallow. 


$  78  43 
535  12 
19  55 
94  52 

1  25 
124  25 

75  00 
5  00 

11  90 
10  45 

309  40 

2  85 
7  35 

25  00 

26  60 
41  80 
10  25 

12  23 
74  35 

7  75 

3  00 
51  43 
33  90 

5  00 
143  82 

64  25 
35  47 
69  55 
17  50 

8  25 
1  20 

19  83 
3  50 
28  67 
401  60 
8  86 
8  76 

2  40 
198  31 
150  00 

6  85 
1  25 

3  30 
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Lysander  Grow,  blacksrnithing, 

Thos.  Quirk,  posts, 

J.  D.  Shippee,  supplies, 

Henry  Bullard,  hay. 

Squire  Holdswortb,  use  of  oxen, 

R.  Folger,  stamp  brand, 

B.  H.  Spaulding,  man  and  team, 

M.  W.  Edwards,  team, 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water  for  town  barn, 

‘‘  “  “  stone  crusher, 

S.  A.  Brock,  iron  pump, 

Chester  L.  Clark,  man  and  team, 

John  J.  Coni-()v,  oil, 

Hussey  Bros,,  bill, 

L.  A.  Cook,  supplies. 

Win.  Johnston  &  Co.,  teaming, 

E.  C.  Clallin,  straw, 

Geo.  C.  Buck,  supplies, 

P.  J.  Donohoe,  supplies. 

Geo.  W.  Stacy,  sundries, 

Eldredge  &  B(\atty,  labor  and  supplies, 
Henry  Willard,  supplies  for  stone  crusher, 

L.  E.  Belknap,  labor  and  supplies, 

J.  N.  Lilley,  i-epairing  harnesses, 

M.  A.  Goldsmith,  posts, 

Arthur  Hill,  repairs, 

F.  Cron  an,  repairs, 

Orrin  C.  Cook,  team  and  labor, 

Wm.  Sheehan,  grate  and  cover, 

H.  A.  Barney,  supplies, 

M.  P.  Burns,  repairs, 

Appleton  Bragg,  gravel. 

Barton  Cook,  gravel, 

Mrs.  Laura  Graves,  gravel, 

Samuel  Hayward,  gravel,  * 

I.  N.  Crosby,  gravel, 

Geo.  A.  Wight,  gravel, 

L.  H.  Cook,  gravel, 

J.  E.  Macuen,  gravel. 

Rev.  P.  Cuddihy,  stone  and  gravel. 

Miss  A.  Percival,  gravel, 

W.  B.  Hale,  loam, 

J.  P.  Daniels,  loam, 

G.  N.  Hayward,  loam. 

Parrel  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  crusher  and 
engine, 

T.  S.  Sloan,  one  pair  of  horses, 

Geo.  A.  Sherborne,  horses  on  acct.  tire  dept., 
Wm.  Johnstone  &  Co.,  “  “  “ 


$  32 

43 

8 

40 

33 

56 
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00 
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00 
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00 
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45 
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50 
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96 

11 

30 

13 

85 
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12 

24 

09 

25 

28 

35 

40 

1 

50 

23 

75 

0 

00 

4 

80 

36 

00 

5 

00 

68 

44 

85 

23 

15 

8 

08 

15 

00 

11 

75 

7 

52 

6 

60 

73 

20 

8 

96 

6 

00 

4 

22 

55 

20 

4 

00 

o 

80 

1,600 

00 

600 

00 

114 

00 

101 

50 

$6,298  51 
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Cextral  Street  Sewer  Extension. 


Alton  A.  Cook,  services,  I  5  00 

Field  }3ros.,  lumber,  *  52  37 

Jas.  H.  Magee,  mason  work,  12  93 

Geo.  D.  Wellington,  supplies,  13  84 

Clark,  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies,  384  49 

Milford  Water  Co.,  brick,  48  15 

“  use  of  trench  pump,  15  00 

Hussev  Bros.,  lumber,  3  50 

-  $535  98 

Total  cost  of  sewer  : — 

Supplies  etc.,  as  above,  $535  98 

J^abor  and  team  work,  1,013  55 


$1,549  53 

Sidewalks. 


Cuddihy  McGulf,  curbing, 
John  Cuddihy,  curbing, 
Timothy  Shea,  curbing,  (1887), 
Chandler  Cheney,  labor, 

F.  M.  Ballou,  concrete  work. 


$99  00 
781  16 
17  50 
4  50 
1,537  93 

- $2,440  09 


Amount  for  Labor. 

Highways,  Sewers  and  Sidewalks  : —  . 

W.  L.  Billings,  superintendent, 

J.  D.  Shippee,  superintendent,  10  months, 
C.  O.  Woodbury, 

W.  L.  Billings,  labor  as  per  orders, 

J.  D.  Shippee, 

Henry  Willard, 


Total  amount  expended. 
Appropriations  : — 

Highways,  $10,500  00 


u 


Sidewalks, 

Central  street  sewer. 
Building  new  streets, 
Lincoln  street  sewer, 


2,000  00 
2,000  00 
900  00 
100  00 


$  195  00 
900  00 
799  92 
1,130  00 
8,247  21 
113  45 


$11,385  58 
$20,660  16 


Sidewalk  betterments  collected  by 
J.  D.  Shippee,  paid  to  Treas.: — 

M.  W.  Edwards,  $33  00 

P,  Cook,  heirs,  20  00 

I.  N.  Crosby,  20  60 

L.  Hunt,  88  42 


$15,500  00 


45 


A.  Supple,  $14  36 

T.  &  P.  Donohoe,  45  50 

Mrs.  Cheney,  ^  14  67 

I.  Patcli,  31  25 

A.  Seaver,  52  50 

Dr.  D.  Russell,  79  68 

H.  E.  Fales,  107  12 

J.  E.  Walker,  58  64 

C.  Wilcox,  41  19 

Z.  0.  Fields,  81  85 

C.  Cheney,  57  70 

Hannah  Crowley,  30  10 

Owen  O’Keefe,  42  30 

Margaret  Roche,  37  80 

Water  Co.  repairs,  35  00 

Music  Hall  Co.,  15  00 

A.  Seaver,  gutter,  12  00 


Due  the  tow'ii  : — 

D.  .1.  Cronan,  $20  78 

J.  Barrett,  18  17 

M.  Casev,  28  05 

T.  Jago,"  22  03 

I.  R.  Spaulding,  88  38 

P.  Lyons,  27  62 

Mr.  Ritinger,  4  50 

S.  Sweet,  54  78 

Edward  Roach,  27  00 

Owen  Waters,  29  92 

Pati'ick  Maher,  31  55 

John  Kirby,  26  10 

Mrs.  Broughey,  13  95 


Casli  received  for  street  cleanings  and  stone, 
“  “  labor. 

Sewer  betterments  paid  : — 

B.  H.  Spaulding,  '  60  00 

C.  Noyes,  20  00 

H.  E.  Morgan,  34  10 


Due  the  town  : — 

W.  C.  Gillman, 

Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Co.,  for  old 
crusher, 

lient  of  town  barn. 

Work  done  for  other  departments  : — 
Memorial  Hall,  grading,  etc.. 

Town  Hall,  concrete. 

Fire  Department,  concrete  at  Hooks’  House, 


$918  68 


$392  83 
122  60 
343  95 


1114  10 

38  00 

100  00 
83  00 

164  20 
76  56 
50  69 
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Fire  Department,  horses  for  fire  duty,  $215  50 

- $18,120  11 


Exceeded  appropriation,  $2,540  05 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

S.  F.  Blodgett,  Superintendent,  $22,088  00 

Ball  &  Sprague,  repairing  fences,  8  25 

- $22,640  85 


POOR  DEPARTMENT. 
-Chester  L.  Clark,  chairman. 


$12,239 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


H.  E.  Madden,  clerk  and  treasurer,  2,378  00 

T.  F.  Davoren,  use  of  horses,  41  07 

Fred  M.  Walker,  3  months’  pay,  29  16 

Fred  M.  Walker,  sheeting,  3  00 

D.  R.  Johnson,  painting,  ‘  97  75 

C.  Callahan  &  Co.,  bill,  344  50 

P.  Dillon,  repairs,  160  00 

John  J.  Manning,  clerk  and  treasurer,  1900  00 

- $4,960  OS 

W.  H.  Bourne,  supplies,  10  09 


$4,970  77 


TOWN  LIBRARY. 

'N.  F.  Blake,  treasurer, 

N.  F.  Blake,  ^  dog  tax. 


$000  00 
383  01 

-  $983  01 


INTEREST. 

Milford  Savings  Bank,  $4,319  45 

Jlide  &  Leather  Bank,  900  00 

- $5,219  45 


GAS  AND  STREET  LIGHTS. 


Milford  Electric  Light  and  Power  Co.,  $3,022  01 
Milford  Gas  Co.,  729  11 

.Globe  Gas  Light  Co.,  788  52 

- $1,540  24 

TOWN  HALL  AND  LOCKUP  ACCOUNT. 

Milford  W ater  Co.,  water,  $  9  00 

L.  L.  Wheelock,  repairs,  3  10 
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Field  Bros.,  coal  and  wood. 

$185 

52 

N.  K.  Sprague,  labor, 

1 

50 

Cyrus  Noyes,  labor  and  supplies, 

48 

03 

S.  A.  Brock,  stove  and  fixtures. 

42 

20 

William  Hinds,  cleaning  vault. 

10 

00 

P.  Dillon,  labor. 

3 

15 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  labor  and  supplies. 

44 

81 

Henry  Willard,  labor. 

4 

00 

Frank  H.  Scanlon,  return  of  lockup  keys. 

1 

00 

B,  H.  Montague,  supplies, 

“  salary  as  janitor. 

47 

32 

200 

00 

“  “  lock-up  keeper. 

100 

00 

“  lock-up  expenses. 

7 

16 

1706  79 


MEMORIAL  HALL  ACCOUNT. 


y' 

H.  B.  Thayer,  services  as  janitor,  $300.  00 

Milford  Wnter  Co.,  water,  32  41 

H.  T.  Merriarii,  fire  escape,  •  225  00 

T.  E.  Morse,  supplies,  7  83 

C.  A.  Ambler,  supplies,  14  74 

W.  E.  Reynolds,  repairs,  1  00 

Field  Bros.,  coal  and  lumber,  71  03 

E,  McKay,  supplies,  11  17 

A.  C.  Kinney,  cleaning  steps,  5  00 

P.  Dillon,  labor,  3  10 

L.  L.  Wheelock,  mason  work,  6  35 

A.  S.  Crofoot,  labor,  75 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  labor  and  supplies,  32  44 

F.  W.  Mann,  grinding,  cleaning  lawn  mower,  1  00 

O.  A.  Hoyt,  labor  and  supjilies,  '  20  15 

Eldredge  &  Beatty,  labor  and  supplies,  3  52 

Henry  Willard,  labor  and  supplies,  3  15 

T.  N.  Ide,  hitching  posts,  *  1  50 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  for  library,  159  20 

- —  $899  34 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

B.  H.  Montague,  appropriation,  $100  00 


VERNON  GROVE  CEMETERY. 
H.  C.  Skinner,  trustee,  appropriation, 

WATER  FOR  FIRE  PURPOSES. 
Milford  Water  Co.,  rent  of  hydrants. 


$100  00 
$3,220  00 


NATIONAL  BANK  TAX. 
A.  W.  Beard,  state  treasurer. 


$4,297  65 
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STATE  TAX. 

N 

A.  W.  Beard,  state  treasurer, 

SUPPORT  OF  PAUPERS. 

A.  W.  Beard,  state  treasurer, 

LIQUOR  LICENSES. 

A.  W.  Beard,  state  treasurer,  one  fourth 
amount  received, 

1 

MONEY  BORROWED  AND  PAID. 
Milford  Savings  Bank,  notes, 


$6,952  50 

$162  53 


$1,670  25 
$47,000  00 


STATE  AND  MILITARY  AID. 

Paid  by  L.  Hayden,  treasurer,  as  follows  : — 

State  aid,  $4,099  OO 

Military  aid,  1,595  00 

- $5,694  00 


REPAIRS  ON  TOWN  HOUSE. 


Patrick  Dillon,  per  contract,  $559  41 

R.  V.  Carey,  services  as  architect,  26  65 


STREET  SIGNS. 

Frank  Marshall,  signs,  $120  25 

Came  &  Jones,  posts,  28  03 

D.  B.  Rock  wood,  iron  bands,  75 

M.  W.  Edwards,  team,  25  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies,  3  12 

J.  T.  McLoughiin,  labor,  '  57  00 


$586  06 


$284  15 


TOWN  PARK  ACCOUNT. 


Patrick  Larkin,  labor,  .  $  6  00 

Hugh  Smith,  labor,  25  00 

C.  E.  Whitney,  labor,  15  00 

Michael  McKeague,  laboi-,  65  08 

Mos  es  Smith,  labor,  •  2  00 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting,  11  20 

N.  K.  Sprague,  repairs,  6  75 

Field  Bros,  lumber,  14  62 

Otis  Whitney  &  Son,  repairs,  1  65 

'Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies,  1  50 

EIdredge&  Beatty,  paint,  2  85 


$151  65 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  ORDERS  DRAWN. 


Town  incidentals. 

$  6,401 

56 

Highway  department : — 

Incidentals  and  labor. 

17,684 

09 

Sidewalks, 

2,440 

09 

Central  street  sewer. 

535 

98 

Schools, 

22,646 

85 

Poor  department. 

12,239 

51 

Fire  department. 

4,970 

77 

Town  library. 

983 

01 

Interest, 

5,219 

45 

Gas  and  street  lights. 

4,540 

24 

Town  Hall  and  lockup, 

706 

79 

Memorial  Hall, 

899 

.34 

Memorial  day. 

100 

00 

Vernon  Grove  cemetery. 

100 

00 

Water  for  fire  purposes, 

3,220 

00 

National  bank  tax. 

4,297 

65 

State  tax, 

6,952 

50 

Support  of  paupers. 

162 

53 

Liquor  licenses. 

1,670 

25 

State  and  military  aid. 

5,694 

00 

Repairs  in  Town  House, 

586 

06 

Street  signs. 

Town  park  account. 

234 

15 

151 

65 

Care  of  burial  lots. 

21 

00 

Money  borrowed  and  paid. 

47,000 

00 

$149,457  47 


P.  P.  FIELD, 

M.  W.  EDWARDS, 

Selectmen  of  Milford. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


8UPEEINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


TOWN  OP  MILFORD, 


FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YEAR  1888-9. 


Mir.FOKD,  MASS.; 

G.  M.  BlLLIiVOS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 

18S9. 


School  Committee  iSSS-’Sq. 


GEORGE  G.  PARKER, 
GEORGE  E.  STACY, 
CHARLES  MACKIN, 
ROBERT  H.  COCHRAN, 
JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY,  ' 
CHARLES  E.  WHITNEY, 


Term  expires  1891 
“  1891 

“  1890 

“  1890 

“  1889 

«  1889 


OUGANIZATIOX. 

GEORGE  G.  PARKER,  Chairman, 

S.  F.  BLODGETT,  Secretary. 

*  • 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

S.  F.  BLODGETT. 

SUB-COMMITTEES. 

Rules  aud  Regulations. 

R.  H.  COCHRAN,  CHARLES  MACKIN, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


Repairs. 

CHARLES  MACKIN,  GEORGE  E.  STACY, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Text- Books  and  Supplies. 

J.  F.  HICKEY,  C.  E.  WHITNEY, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Teachers  and  Examinations. 

J.  F.  HICKEY,  GEORGE  G.  PARKER, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Fuel. 

CHARLES  E.  WHITNEY,  R.  H.  COCHRAN. 


Regular  meetings  of  the  Committee :  The  second  Monday  of  each 

month,  at  8  p.  m. 


Annual  Report  of  the  School  Committee. 

1889. 


A  Ini-ijer  proportion  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  the  town 
is  committed  to  the  School  Committee,  than  to  any  other  board 
of  towui  officers.  The  total  of  all  town  appropriations  for  the 
present  year  was  $73,6(10,  of  which  $21,000,  or  nearly  30  per 
cent,  was  for  the  support  of  public  schools.  This  exceeds  the 
coYnbined  appropriations  for  the  highway  and  the  poor  depart¬ 
ments,  and  yet  the  financial  committee  of  the  town  reported  that 
$1,000  more  would  be  needed  than  was  granted. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  tax-payer  should  inquire  whether 
this  great  outlay  is  really  needed;  whether  it  is  expended  with 
economy  and  good  judgment;  whether  it  is  not  in  excess  of  the 
amount  expended  by  other  towns  of  similar  financial  ability  and 
equal  population,  for  the  same  object;  and  whether  there  is  or  is 
not  an  increasing  extravagance  in  the  management  of  the  schools 
in  our  own  town. 

A  few  comparisons  will  show  our  relative  position  in  this  re¬ 
spect.  Clinton,  in  1885,  had  a  population  of  8,945,  and  its  school 
appropriation  the  following  year  was  $20,650.  Framingham, 
with  a  population  of  8,275,  appropriated  $20,000.  Marlboro  had 
a  poplation  of  10,941,  and  raised  $23,087.20.  Dedham,  whose 
population  was  6,641,  gave  $28,844.23  for  public  schools.  Quin¬ 
cy  appropriated  $35,163.87,  while  its  population  was  12,140 ;  and 
Waltham,  $47,260.38,  with  a  population  of  14,609.  The  same 
year  102  towns  and  cities  raised  a  larger  percentage  of  their  valua¬ 
tion  for  schools  tlian  Milford.  Our  percentage  of  valuation  was 
while  Medway’s  wasA-i^^Q^o^  mills,  and  Uj^ton’s  the  same; 
Marlboro’s  mills,  and  Dedham’s  5-^  mills. 

Another  comparison  shows  that  144  towns  and  cities  raised 
a  larger  sum  per  pupil  than  our  own  town,  and  among  these  were 
Holliston,  Upton,  Medway,  Wrenthnm,  Foxboro,  and  Framing¬ 
ham,  our  immediate  neighbors. 

Referrino-  to  the  cost  of  schools  in  our  own  town  of  late 
years,  we  find  that  in  1878-9,  ten  years  ago,  when  two  of  our 
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practical  business  men  were  on  the  board — Geo.  W.  Johnson  and 
Z.  C.  Field — the  total  cost  of  schools  was  ^23,403.95.  This  in^ 
eluded  the  cost  of  two  schools  in  the  territory  set  off  as  Hope- 
dale.  The  year  preceding  the  separation  of  Hoped  ale,  the  total 
cost  of  schools  was  $24,962.94,  being  $1,319.73  in  excess  of  the 
past  year.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that  under  the  present 
law,  all  school  books  and  other  supplies  are  furnished  free  to  the 
pupils  at  the  expense  of  the  town,  which  for  the  past  year  took 
$1,319.62  of  the  appropriation,  thus  relieving  the  parents  of  a 
great  and  unreasonable  burden.  Summing  up  the  whole  matter^ 
we  find  the  cost  of  the  year’s  education  of  each  pupil  in  the 
schools,  including  high,  grammar,  primary,  and  all,  is  less  than 
fifty  cents  per  week.  In  no  view  of  the  case  can  this  be  called 
an  extravagant  expense. 

The  estimate  of  the  committee  for  the  vear,  made  in  their 
last  report  amounted  to  $22,560.  This  would  have  covered  the 
expenditures  within  $83.21.  To  conduct  the  schools  for  the  com¬ 
ing  year  the  reasonable  requirements  are  as  follows  : — 


Salary  of  superintendent  and  teachers,  $16,500 

Fuel,  1^100 

Repairs,  1,000 

Text-books  and  supplies,  1,300 

Incidentals,  1,000 

Evening  school,  .  500 

Janitors,  .  1,000 

Drawing  teacher,  400 


A  full  and  detailed  statement  of  the  management  of  all  our 
school  affairs,  including  items  of  expenditures,  number  of  pupils, 
and  the  general  results  of  the  school  year,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Superintendent  submitted  herewith, 
and  approved  by  the  board.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  year  ha& 
been  a  prosperous  one,  and  generally  satisfactory  to  parents,  chil¬ 
dren,  teachers,  and  to  all  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  public 
schools  of  Milford. 

GEO.  G.  PARKER, 

GEO.  E.  STACY, 

CHARLES  MACKIN, 

ROBERT  H.  COCHRAN, 
JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY, 
CHARLES  E.  WHITNEY, 
School  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 


Following'  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
during  the  vear  ending  Feb.  1,  1889. 

Last  year  the  committee  recommended  that  the  following 
appropriations  be  made  : — 

For  teachers’  salaries,  including  teachers  of  drawing 


and  evening  school,’  115,860  00 

For  salary  of  Superintendent,  1,500  00 

“  fuel,  1,100  00 

“  repairs,  1,000  00 

“  text  books  and  supplies,  1,100  00 

“  incidentals,  1,000  00 

janitors’  salaries,  1,000  00 


Total,  ,  122,560  00 


I  have  quoted  this  table,  that,  by  compai'ing  it  with  the  table 
of  expenses  which  follows,  you  may  see  that  the  committee  asked 

for  the  money  which  was  actually  needed  to  carry  on  the  schools. 

_  • 

The  total  expenditure  this  year  exceeds  that  of  last  year  by 
$1439.13.  Of  this  amount,  |!755.55  is  in  salaries,  and  yet  no 
te9,cher’s  salary  has  been  raised  this  year.  Last  year  we  em- 
plo3"ed  a  third  assistant  in  the  High  School,  and  four  assistants  in 
the  other  schools,  during  only  the  last  term  of  sixteen  weeks. 
This  year  we  have  employed  the  same  number  of  assistants 
through  the  entire  year,  ddiis  accounts  for  the  additional  expen¬ 
diture  for  salaries.  Our  repair  account  is  about  $500  more,  and 
our  supply  account  $200  more  than  last  year.  These  three  items 
explain  the  increase  in  expenses. 

We  lyive  drawn  from  the  treasur)"  $1207.06  in  excess  of  the 
amount  given  by  yotc'of  t]»e  town,  one-half  of  the  dog-tax,  and 
the  state  fund.  At  the  town  meeting  in  March,  the  committee 
on  appropriations,  after  due  consideration  of  the  matter,  recom- 
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mended  that  $22,000  be  appropriated  for  schools.  The  town 
voted  only  $21,000.  Had  the  additional  $1000  been  given,  it 
would  have  very  nearly  covered  the  expense  for  the  year. 


APPROPPJATIONS. 


Amount  voted  by  town,  $21,000  00' 

One-half  dog  tax,  383  01 

Mass.  School  Fund,  48  5^ 

Received  for  sale  of  books,  27  54 

“  tuition,  9  00 

Amount  overdrawn,  1207  06 


Total, 

$22,675 

14 

EXPENSES. 

For  salai'ies  of  teachers. 

$15,944 

10 

.  “  janitors. 

894 

50 

For  salary  of  superintendent, 

1500 

00 

For  fuel. 

1117 

20 

“  repairs. 

1114 

57 

“  text-books  and  supplies, 

1319 

62 

“  incidentals, 

• 

785 

06 

Total, 

$22,675 

14 

SUMMARY. 

• 

Orders  drawn  on  Town  Treasurer, 

$22,638 

ea 

Received  for  books  sold. 

27 

54 

Received  for  tuition. 

9 

00 

Total  amount  expended, 

$22,675 

14 

Total  appropriations  and  receipts, 

21,468 

08 

Exceeded  appropriations,  $1207  06 


MiLFoiiD,  Feb.  12,  1889. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  School,  (/onimittee,*  held  thi& 
evening,  it  was  voted  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Superintendent 
as  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  School  Committee. 

S.  F.  BLODGETT,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  THE  School  Committee  , op  Milford: — 

Gentlemen:  1  respectfully  submit  for  your  consi.ieratiori  my 
second  report,  which  is  the  twelfth  annual  superintendent’s 
report,  and  covers  the  time  from  Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31,  1888.  I 
have  included  the  usual  statistics,  and  have  made  such  a  review 
of  the  work  in  the  schools  and  such  recommendations  for  the 


future  as  I  have  thought  to  be  of  interest  to  you. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  of  Milford  in  1880,  9,310 

“  “  1889,  estimated,  10,000 

Number  of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age.  May, 

1888,  1,405 

Decrease  from  1887,  124 

SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Number  of  buildings  occupied,  17 

“  “  not  occupied,  1 

“  rooms  occupied,  .  36 

“  “  not  occupied,  4 

SCHOOLS. 

High  school,  1 

Grammar  scliools,  11 

Primary  “  ‘  15 

Ungraded  “  5 

Evening  school,  1 

TEACHERS. 

High  school,  (male  1,  female  3,)  4 

Grammar,  1 1 

Primary,  15 

Ungraded  schools,  5 

Assistants,  4 

Drawing,  1 
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Evening, 

Total, 

Number  of  teacliers  graduates  of  Milford  High  school, 

“  “  “  Normal  school  or  college, 

“  “  who  have  attended  Normal  or  Training 

school. 

Number  of  times  teachers  have  been  tardy, 

“  halt*  davs  teachers  have  been  absent, 

PUPILS. 

Number  of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age  in  May, 
1888, 

Pee  rease  from  May,  1887, 

Number  registered  between  5  and  15  years  of  age, 
over  15  years  of  age, 
under  5  years  of  age. 

Total  number  of  children  registered, 

Decrease  from  1887, 

Average  number  belonging  in  day  schoqls, 

Avei-aije  dailv  attendance. 

Per  cent  of  daily  attendance  to  average  number  belonging. 
Number  of  half  day’s  absence, 

“  cases  of  dismissal, 

“  “  tardiness, 

truancy, 

corporal  punishment, 

EVENING  SCHOOL. 

Average  attendance  February  and  March,  1888, 

November,  December  and  January, 
P^'ebruary  to  February, 

FINANCIAL. 

Salaries  of  teachers,  janitors  and  superintendent. 

Fuel, 

Repairs, 

Text-books  and  supplies,  ^ 

Incidentals, 


u 


(( 

a 


u 


40 

27 

11 

19 

47 

125 


1,405 

124 

1,370 

180 

1 

1,551 

38 

1,262 

1,179 

93.4 

31,724 

1,279 

2,436 

44 

112 

40 

25 

31 


$18,338  60 
1,117  29 
1,114  57 
1,319  62 
785  06 


Total, 

Value  of  su])plios  on  liand  Feb.  1,  1888,  $  671  71 

“  “  bought  during  year,  1,319  62 


$22,675  14 


$1,991  33 
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Value  of  supplies  on  hand  Feb.  1,  1889,  58  bTb  19 

“  “  sold  during  year,  '27  54 

-  S703  64 

Net  cost  of  books  and  supplies,  .  $1,287  69 

Total  expenditures,  $22,675  14 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand  Feb.  1,  1888,  671  71 

- $'28,846  85 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand  Feb.  1,  1889,  $676  10 

“  “  sold,  27  54 

-  $708  64 

Net  cost  of  schools,  $22,643  21 

Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  net  cost  and  average 

number  belonging,  $  17  91 

Cost  of  evening  school,  .  448  61 

Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  cost  and  average  at¬ 
tendance,  .  14  81 

CENSUS  AND  ATTENDANCE. 

The  census,  as  taken  by  the  assessors  this  year,  shows  a  total 
of  1,405  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  a  decrease  of  1*24 
from  last  year's  census.  But  the  total  number  registered  this 
year  is  only  88  less  than  last  year,  the  average  number  belonging 
only  5  less,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  shows  an  increase  of 
26  over  last  year.  This  fact  is  important,  as  it  raises  our  percent¬ 
age  of  attendance  to  98.4,  an  increase  of  2.4 'per  cent  during  the 
year.'  There  is  also  a  creditable  decrease  in  the  number  of 
absences,  dismissals  and  tardinesses.  Corporal  punishment  has 
decreased  from  160  to  112  cases,  and  truancy  from  56  to  44  cases. 
The  last  item  means  more  than  is  shown  by  the  figures;  for, 
through  the  promptness  and  efficiency  of  Truant  Officer  Burns, 
the  truants  have  learned  that  an  attempt  to  play  truant  means  a 
speedy  arrest  and  return  to  school.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
state  that  this  evil  is  decreasing.  Since  Mr..  Burns  assumed  the 
office  he  has  performed  the  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Committee.  He  has  made  regular  visits  to  the  factories,  and 
reports  that  no  children  are  employed  who  do  not  hold  proper 
certificates.  He  has  visited  22  schools,  returned  24  children  to 
school  from  the  streets,  and  notified  27  parents  or  guardians  that 
their  children  were  not  in  school. 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOLS.  * 

1  have  found  much  ])]easure  in  my  work  in  the  schools  during^ 
the  year.  It  is  true  that  the  results  obtained  have  not  always 
been  such  as  I  have  desired,  but  in  all  branches  taught  I  can  see 
steady  progress.  No  sweeping  change  in  methods  has  been 
attempted,  and,  on  tlie  part  of  the  teachers.  I  have  met  a  spirit  of 
hearty  co-operation  in  carrying  out  the  suggestions  I  have  made. 
In  the  primary  grades,  excellent  work  is  done  in  reading.  The 
children  are  led  to  grasp  the  thought  of  the  sentence  before 
attempting  to  read  it  aloud,  and  the  result  has  been  the  disap¬ 
pearance  of  the  halting  style  of  reading  which  is  necessary  when 
the  reader  grasps  only  one  word  at  a  time.  In  the  grammar 
grades,  the  work  in  this  branch  is  not  so  satisfactory,  for  reasons 
which  I  have  stated  in  the  article  on  grades.  The  work  in  num¬ 
ber  in  the  primary  grades  is  also  good.  We  have  aimed  to  give 
the  pupils  only  work  which  they  can  do  well.  Special  stress  is 
laid  on  accuracv  and  neatness  of  work.  Nearness  and  accuracy 
are  largely  mattei’s  of  habit,  and  should  therefore  be  insisted  on 
at  the  very  beginning  of  school  life. 

In  the  grammar  grades,  “Greenleafs  Complete  Arithmetic’’ 
was  substituted  for  the  “Brief  Course”  in  the  two  lower  grades, 
and  the  entire  subject,  as  presented  by  this  book,  is  divided  as 
equally  as  possible  into  four  parts,  so  that  the  work  may  be  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  year.  In  the  ninth  year  the 
subject  is  carefully  reviewed,  and  book-keeping  is  taken  during 
the  last  period  of  twenty  weeks. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  teaching  of  geogra  phy 
except  that  special  attention  is  given  to  the  geography  of  Milford 
in  the  fourth  grade.  The  study  is  completed  in  the  eighth  year 
and  jnore  time  devoted  to  United  States  history  in  the  last  year. 

A  systematic  and  uniform  study  of  language  was  made  possi¬ 
ble  in  the  ])rimary  grades  by  the  adoption  in  the  third  and  fourth 
grades  of  Miss  Hyde’s  “Lessons  in  English,”  a  little  book  which 
is  of  gi-eat  value  in  this  work.  In  the  grammar  grades  no  change 
has  been  made  in  this  branch. 

I  consider  our  work  in  writing  as  the  weakest  part  of  otir 
work,  and  there  is  no  good  reason  whv  it  should  not  be  made  the 
strongest. 

In  writing,  drawing,  and  the  making  of  ligures,  we  touch 
the  sul)ject  of  maiiual  training.  Here  wo  can  train  the  hand 


11 


ns  well  as  the  mind,  and  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
that  we  spare  no  time  or  pains  to  obtain  the  best  possible  results. 
D  nring  the  first  two  or  three  years  of  school  work,  much  atten¬ 
tion  is  given  to  writing,  and  the  progress  is  good.  In  the  higher 
grades  the  work  is  far  from  satisfactory,  as  the  teachers  have 
been  obliged  to  neglect  it  in  order  to  do  the  other  work  of  the 
course.  I  have  recently  called  the  attention  of  the  teachers  to 
the  importance  of  this  subject,  and  I  feel  confident  that  in  the 
future  we  will  be  able  to  show  a  marked  improvement  in  this 
respect. 

Excelltuit  work  is  done  in  drawing.  Early  in  the  spring 
term,  Miss  M.  B.  Smith,  who  had  charge  of  this  department,  was 
compelled  to  give  up  her  work  on  account  of  sickness.  The 
work  suffered  much  by  the  absence  of  so  faithful  an  instructor,  but 
the  teachers  did  their  best  to  carry  on  the  work  she  had  planned. 
At  the  comniencement  of  the  fall  term,  the  committee  engaged 
the  services  of  Miss  L.  R.  McLauthlin,  who,  having  had  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  same  training  which  Miss  Smith  had  at  the  Normal 
Art  School,  has  been  able  to  continue  the  work  by  the  same 
methods  that  were  so  successful  last  year. 

THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

« 

This  school  continues  to  do  excellent  work  in  spite  of  the 
large  number  nf  pupils,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  p,  com¬ 
plete  change  in  the  corps  of  assistants  has  been  necessary.  The 
school  provides  a  liberal  course  of  study  for  the  children  of  the 
town,  and  there  is  constant  effort  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  to 
give  the  pupils  such  training  as  will  fit  them  for  the  practical 
business  of  life.  In  September  Miss  L.  B.  Essex  was  engaged  ta 
take  the  position  held  by  Miss  Leavens  last  year.  At  the  close  of 
the  fall  term.  Miss  Patrick  resigned  and  Miss  Park  hurst  asked  for 
leave  of  absence  for  one  term.  This  necessitated  the  selection  of 
two  teachers,  and  Miss  I.  C.  Ashley  of  Westfield,  Mass.,  and  Mis» 
Nellie  Pickering  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  were  elected.  Some 
friction  was  anticipated  as  the  result  of  so  many  changes,  but  the 
usual  excellent  discipline  has  been  maintained,  and  it  is  safe  to 
sav  it  will  be  maintained  as  long  as  the  school  is  under  tlie  man- 
agement  of  the  present  Principal. 

The  graduating  exercises  of  last  .June,  given  ii1  Music  Hall^ 
were  unusually  good.  While  the  entire  ])rugrnmme  was  admira¬ 
ble  and  showed  the  most  careful  preparation,  I  will  speak  particu- 


larly  of  two  numbers,  “Alcohol  and  ‘The  IIoii‘ie  We  Live 
In,’  ”  given  by  the  class  in  Chemisti’y,  and  “The  Mafth,  Our 
Storehouse,”  by  the  class  in  Geology.  These  exercises  were  not 
only  very  interesting  as  parts  of  the  programme,  but  gave 
evidence  of  the  })ractical  work  of  the  school,  to  which  I  have 
referred. 

PROGRAMME. 


See  your  guests  approach; 

Address  yourselves  to  entertain  them  sprightly. 

— Winter’s  Tale. 


Ohorus* — Song  of  Greeting. 

Excursions,  *  Olie  L.  Brown 

They  are  the  abstract  and  briet  chronicles  of  the  time. 

— Hamlet. 


FIllST  EXCUliSIOIS". 

List  if  thou  canst  hear  the  iri*ad  of  travelers. 


— Henry  IV. 


Caricatures:  Uses  and  Abuses,  Lillian  E.  Thompson 

The  Fame  of  Sciem^e,  Nellie  Brown 

Chorus — Sea  Song. 

SECOND  EXOUKSIOX. 

O  thou  invisible  spirit  of  wine,  if  thou  luist  no  other  name  to  be  known 
by,  let  us  call  thee  devil! — Othello. 

Alcohol  and  “The  House  We  Live  In,” 

Harold  E.  Fales,  Patrick  J.  Keel  on,  Patrick  J.  Lawless, 

.  Grace  L.  Blood,  Etta  M.  Green,  Lydia  A.  Roberts. 
Chorus — June  Day. 


THIRD  EXCURSION. 

In  nature’s  infinite  book  of  secrecy 
A  little  can  I  read. 


— Antony  and  Cleopatra. 

The  Earth,  Our  Storehouse, 

Minnie  F.  Bicknell,  Grace  J.  Crosby,  Florence  E.  Hale, 
Susie  T.  Miller,  Mary  L.  Toohey. 

Chorus — The  Voice  of  the  Grass. 

FOURTH  EXCURSION. 


You,  that  are  old,  consider  not  the  capacities  of  us  that  are  young. 

— Henl-y  IV. 


Little  Folks  in  Dickens, 
Manger  Births, 

The  Citizen, 


Josephine  Thayer 
Harriot  M.  Coburn 
Philip  H.  Tirrell 


Now  our  sands  are  almost  run; 
More  a  little,  and  then  done. 


— Pericles. 
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PresentJition  of  Diplomas,  Chairman  G.  G.  Parker 

Chorus — Class  Ode,  Written  by  Florence  E.  Hale 

We  know  wliat  we  are,  but  we  know  not  what  we  may  be. — Hamlet. 
^Accompaniments  by  Lydia  A.  Roberts. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  graduates  of  1888:  — 

FOUR  years’  course - EXCJLISH,  FREXCII  AND  LATIN. 

!Nellie  Brown,  Olie  Lawrence  Brown y 

Grace  Jeannette  Crosby,  Harold  Everett  Fales, 

Patrick  Joseph  Keelon,  Patrick  Joseph  Lawless, 

Susie  Tlieresa  Miller,  Mary  Lizzie  Toohey. 

ENGLISH  AND  FRENCH. 

Grace  Lydia  Blood,  JJllian  Eliza  Thompson. 

CLASSICAL. 

Hi  irriot  Morton  Coburn,  Jose])hine  Thayer, 

Philip  Henry  Tirrell. 

PARTIAL  DIPLOMAS - EN(iLISH,  FRENCH  AND  LATIN. 

(Given  for  an  incoiUjilete  course.) 

Minnie  Frances  Bicknell,  Etta  Melissa  Green, 

J^ydia  Ann  Roberts. 

CLASSICAL. 

Florence  Edith  Hale. 


OUTLYING  SCHOOLS. 

The  work  in  the  country  schools  has  been  very  good,  when 
W'e  consider  the  disadvantages  under  which  they  labor.  The 
chief  difficulty  arises  from  the  fact  that  there  are  few  pupils  and 
many  classes.  In  endeavoring  to  carry  all  l.he  grades,  the  classes 
multiply  to  such  an  extent  that  I  have  found  teachers  trying  ta 
hear  thirty  recitations  in  three  hundred  minutes,  giving  an  aver¬ 
age  of  ten  minutes  to  each  class.  We  have  tried,  with  some 
success,  to  reduce  this  excessive  number  of  classes  by  uniting  two 
grades  in  one  class.  •  In  reading,  spelling  and  geography  this  may 
be  done,  not  only  without  <letriment  to  the  pupils,  but  to  their 
advantage;  since,  by  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  recitations, 
the  teacher  is  able  to  devote  more  time  to  each  class.  Another 
difficulty  is  that  these  schools  are  poorly  equipped  in  the  way  of 
wall-maps,  charts  and  globes,  things  particularly  necessary  in 
schools  of  this  character,  because  a  teacher  who  is  so  cramped  for 
time  for  recitations,  should  have  all  possible  helps  in  her  worker 
I  have  thoimht  that  in  these  schools  it  would  be  wise  to  cease  the 
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attempt  to  carry  the  several  grades  distinct,  and  adopt  some 
system  of  classification  similar  to  the  one  suggested  by  Mr.  Prince 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  in  his  book  on  “Courses  of 
Study  and  Methods  of  Teaching.”  I  quote  from  his  article  on 
the  classification  of  ungraded  schools : — 

“The  following  classification  might  be  made  in  many  ungraded 
schools,  consisting  of  pupils  from  five  to  fifteen  years  of  age; 
four  classes  in  reading,  including  one  class  in  the  reading  of 
history;  five  classes  in  arithmetic;  two  classes  in  geograjdiy, 
besides  the  class  of  younger  pupils  who  are  reciting  orally  lessons 
in  home  geography ;  four  classes  in  spelling,  two  of  which  may 
be  heard  at  the  same  time  ;  one  class  in  physiology — the  rest  to 
be  heard  orally ;  one  class  in  history ;  one  class  in  English  gram¬ 
mar  ;  and  one  in  language.” 

A  classification  similar  to  this  would  be  more  profitable  to 
the  pupils  in  these  schools  than  the  system  we  are  now  .attempt¬ 
ing  to  follow. 

GRADING. 

In  my  last  report,  I  suggested  the  advisability  of  changing 
our  course  of  eight  years  to  one  of  nine  years.  After  careful  con¬ 
sideration,  the  committee  decided  to  make  the  change.  At  the 
time  the  matter  was  under  consideration,  I  called  the  attention  of 
the  board  to  the  following  extract  from  the  report  ot  the  State 
Board  of  Education.  I  quote  here  because  it  embodies  the  chief 
advantages  which  a  course  of  nine  years  has  over  one  of  eight 
years : — 

“To  learn  what  was  the  approved  period  of  time  required  to 
prepare  well  for  the  High  School,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  a 
number  of  cities  in  vai-ious  parts  of  the  country.  This  letter  was 
responded  to  by  ninety-five  cities.  Some  reported  a  seven  years’ 
course,  one  or  two  a  ten,  thirty-five  an  eight,  and  forty-five  a 
nine.  A  nine  years’  course  is  nearly  coincident  with  the  cities 
reputed  to  have  the  best  system  of  schools.  A  nine  years’  coui'se, 
then,  seems  to  be  favored  by  custom  and  demanded  by  good 
sense.  In  the  returns  above  referred  to  was  given  the  average; 
age  of  pupils  entering  the  High  Schools.  Under  the  eight  years’ 
course  it  was  fourteen  years,  eight  months.  Under  the  nine 
years’  course  it  was  fourteen  years,  eleven  months — a  difference 
of  only  three  months.  •  And  this  was  what  might  have  been 
expected.  Whether  eight  or  nine  years  was  given  to  the  course, 
since  no  essential  change  was  made  in  it,  the  length  of  time 
required  to  complete  it  would  be  about  the  same.  Under  the 
eight  years’  course  fewer  pupils  would  reach  the  standard  for  the 
several  grades,  and  many  would  have  to  be  demoted.  Undei’ 
the  nine  years’  course  the  standard  would  be  reached  by  a  larger 
number,  hence  a  greater  number  of  promotions.  Here,  then,  is 
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an  argument  in  favor  of  a  nine  years’  course.  It  affords  encour¬ 
agement  and  healthy  stimulation,  while  an  eight  years’  course 
tends  to  discouragement  and  repression.” 

In  making  this  change,  I  have  altered  the  numbering  of  the 
grades.  Formerly  the  lowest  primary  grade  was  called  the 
eighth  grade,  and  the  highest  grammar  the  first.  In  the  new 
course,  the  first  grade  corresponds  to  the  first  year  of  school 
work,  and  the  ninth  grade  corresponds  to  the  last  year  of  the 
grammar  course.  The  ninth  grade  was  made  in  this  way<  All 
the  pupils  in  the  No.  2  grammar  schools  were  promoted  to  No.  1, 
and  were  there  divided  into  two  divisions  according  to  the  ability 
of  the  pupils  as  shown  by  their  work  of  previous  years.  This 
was  done  with  a  desire  to  do  justice,  it  being  the  intention  to 
keep  back  no  one  who  could  be  prepared  to  enter  the  High 

School  at  the  close  of  tlie  vear. 

•/ 

In  the  Plains  Grammar  School,  wiiere  tliere  were  already 
two  grades  in  the  No.  1  room,  only  three  pupils  were  qualified 
for  the  ninth  grade;  of  these,  two  were  sent  to  the  No.  1  at  the 
Brick,  and  one  to  No.  1  at  the  Park.  This  leaves  only  the 
seventh  and  eighth  grades  in  the  No.  1  Plains  School. 

I  am  confident  that  much  good  will  result  from  this  length¬ 
ening  of  the  course,  as  time  will  be  given  for  important  work  in 
the  grammar  grades  which  has  been  crowded  out  by  the  pressure 
of  work. 

It  is  in  our  grammar  schoojs  that  our  system  of  oral  and 
written  examinations,  and  the  ranking  of  pupils  by  percentages 
obtained  from  these  examinations,  has  been  in  vogue.  These 
examinations  have  been  held  chiefly  in  arithmetic,  geography, 
language  and  spelling.  The  ability  to  read  understandingly  and 
to  write  legibly  has  not  been  considered  of  so  much  importance, 
probably  because  of  the  difficulty  of  marking  the  work  in  these 
branches.  The  result  is  that  the  teacher,  pressed  for  time  by 
the  necessity  of  doing  a  large  amount  of  work  during  the  year, 
naturally  hurries  or  neglects  that  part  of  her  work  which  is  not  to 
be  tested  by  an  examination;  consequently,  if  a  lesson  is  to  be 
omitted  or  hurried,  it  is  either  the  reading  or  the  writing  lesson. 
In  this  I  attach  no  blame  to  the  teachers.  It  is  the  result  of  our 
system  of  examinations,  and  the  crowding  of  the  work  of  nine 
years  into  a  period  of  eight  years.  With  the  course  as  now 
arranged  we  shall  do  better  work  in  reading  and  writing.  The 
revised  course  of  study  will  be  published  before  the  opening  of 
schools  in  September. 
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PROMOTIONS. 

Last  year  in  my  article  on  this  subject  I  gave  our  system  of 
promotion,  and  a  few  remarks  on  its  practical  working.  The 
more  I  see  of  this  plan,  the  more  I  am  convinced  that  it  contains 
much  evil  for  both  teachers  and  pupils.  In  making  this  state¬ 
ment,  I  refer  only  to  that  part  of  the  system  which  determines 
a  pupil’s  fitness  for  promotion  by  an  average  of  percentages  ob¬ 
tained  in  written  and  oral  examinations.  Of  examinations,  both 
oral  and  written,  by  school  officers  and  teachers,  I  would  have  not 
less  but  more;  but  I  would  not  have  promotion  b^sed  simply  on 
percentages  obtained  from  them.  It  is  right  that  I  should  state  a 
few  reasons  for  this  opinion:  — 

1st.  The  j^ower  of  application,  the  habit  of  attention  and 
the  ability  to  think,  whic!)  may  be  grouped  under  the  one  name 
of  “mental  abilit}",”  and  which  is  the  most  important  factor  in 
determining  a  pupil’s  ability  to  do  the  work  of  a  higher  grade, 
can  not  be  estimated  by  per  cent.  This  no  one  knows,  or  has  the 
means  of  knowing,  so  well  as  the  teacher,  and  she  can  only  ex¬ 
press  it  in  general  terms,  as  “good,”  “fair,”  or  “poor.” 

2nd.  It  offers  a  23remium  for  brightness  in  pupils,  and  places 
a  penalty  on  dulness.  If  the  dull  boy  has  done  his  work  faith¬ 
fully  during  the  year,  he  has  obtained  the  greater  part  of  the  ben¬ 
efit  which  be  can  derive  from  the  studies  of  his  grade,  and 
should  be  encouraged  by  promotion,  although  he  may  not  have 
been  able  to  reach  the  standard-in  his  examinations. 

3d.  Supt.  White  of  Cincinnati  says :  “It  causes  worry,  ex¬ 
citement  and  overtaxing  of  the  nervous  energy  of  the  pupils,  in 
Clamming  for  examinations.” 

4th.  It  has  a  narrowing  effect  upon  the  teachers.  The 
teacher’s  aim  should  be  to  train  her  pupils  in  good  habits  of  study 
and  thought;  to  induce  in  them  a  love  of  knowledge  for  its  own 
sake,  and  in  all  ways  to  use  her  best  efforts  to  prepare  them  for 
practical  life.  These  things  she  can  not  do  when  her  whole 
attention  is  turned  towards  the  problem  of  how  best  to  prepare 
them  to  get  70  per  cent  on  the  next  written  examination. 

These  are  the  principal  reasons  for  thinking  that  the  system 
can  be  improved.  In  place  of  it  I  would  suggest  promotion.s 
based  largely  on  the  teacher’s  judgment.  I  am  sure  there  is  not 
a  teacher  who  would  hold  back  a  pupil  whom  she  considered  able 
to  advance,  and  pride  in  her  work  would  prevent  her  from  ad¬ 
vancing  those  not  fitted  for  promotion.  Doubtful  cases  could  be 


decided  by  special  tests  given  by  the  Saperintendent  and  teacher. 
I  am  sure  that  it  would  result  in  more  healthy  work  on  the  part 
of  the  pupils.  They  would  soon  see  that  their  advancement  de¬ 
pended  upon  honest  work,  and  the  faithful  performance  of  their 
daily  duties. 

PHYSIOLOGY  AND  HYGIENE. 

The  Legislature  of  1885  passed  a  law  which  ])rovides  that 
“Physiology  and  Hygiene,  which  in  both  divisions  of  the  subject, 
shall  include  special  instruction  as  to  the  effects  of  alcoholic 
drinks,  stimulants  and  narcotics  on  the  human  system,  shall  be 
taught,  as  a  regular  branch  of  study,  to  all  pupils  in  all  schools 
supported  wholly,  or  in  part,  by  public  money.” 

It  is  now  over  three  years  since  this  law  went  into  operation, 
and  we  are  in  condition  to  judge,  in  a  measure,  of  its  workings. 
No  one  will  question  the  statement  that  the  object  of  the  law  was 
excellent,  viz.,  that  the  children,  in  their  course  through  our 
schools,  might  acquire  a  good  knowledge  of  these  subjects,  and 
that  knowing  the  effect  of  alcoholic  drinks,  stimulants  and  nar¬ 
cotics,  they  would  be  better  able  to  resist  any  inclination  to  use 
them. 

In  conformity  to  the  law,  text-books  on  these  subjects  have 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  teachers,  and  oral  lessons  have 
been  given  in  all  the  schools. 

In  the  attempt  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
some  difficulties  have  been  met,  which  I  will  state  as  they  appear 
to  me.  The  same  text-book  is  used  in  all  the  grades  and  the  les- 
sons  given  have  aimed  to  cover  about  the  same  ground  in  each. 
Now  the  laws  of  physiology  are  not  simple,  but  the  majority  of 
them  are  very  complex,  and  beyond  the  comprehension  of  pupils 
in  the  primary  grades.  They  can  learn  the  names  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  parts  and  organs  of  the  human  body,  and  some  of  their  uses. 
This  seems  the  limit  of  what  can  be  taught  during  the  first  three 
or  four  years  of  school  life.  Then,  in  order  to  understand  the 
effects  of  alcoholic  drinks,  stimulants  and  narcotics,  one  must 
have  some  knowledge  of  the  nervous  system,  a  subject  beyond  the 
ability  of  pupils  under  ten  or  twelve  yejars  of  age.  Indeed,  the 
majority  of  adults  are  in  the  habit  of  leaving  this  subject  to  the 
physicians,  who  in  turn  are  likely  to  have  different  opinions  re¬ 
garding  it. 

The  subject  of  hygiene  is  easier.  Even  small  children  *may 
learn  what  they  should  or  should  not  do  in  order  to  avoid  sick- 
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Hess  ;  for  instance,  that  certain  kinds  of  exposure  are  likely  to 
induce  colds,  and  that  some  articles  of  food  are  more  digestible 
and  more  nourishing  than  others.  They  may  also  learn  to  value 
habits  of  neatness  and  cleanliness. 

By  the  time  the  pupils  have  reached  the  grammar  grades, 
their  minds  are  better  developed,  and  broader  work  in  physiology 
can  be  done.  They  may  now  better  learn  the  parts  of  the  body 
in  detail,  and  may  begin  to  understand  the  relation  which  the 
nervous  system  bears  to  the  other  members  of  the  body.  When 
they  have  some  comprehension  of  this  subject  they  may  take  .up 
the  effect  of  alcohol  and  other  stimulants  upon  the  nerves,  and 
through  tlie  nerves,  upon  the  entire  system.  In  the  High  School 
special  ])rovision  is  made  for  the  consideration  of  the  subject  as  a 
science.  These  subjects,  unlike  the  progressive  subjects,  mathe¬ 
matics  and  langunge,  are  limited  m  their  character,  and  were  we 
to  devote  as  much  time  to  them  as  to  mathematics,  they  would  be 
exhausted  in  a  few  months,  after  which  it  would  be  mere  lifeless 
repetition,  distasteful  alike  to  teachers  and  pupils, — a  result  which 
would  cheat  us  of  the  very  object  we  have  in  view.  I  think  we 
can  best  comply  with  the  spirit  of  this  law  by  means  of  a  care¬ 
fully  prepared  progressive  course  in  these  studies,  which  shall 
consist  of  simple  lessons  on  hygiene  and  the  members  of  the  body, 
for  the  primary  grades;  these  to  be  followed  in  the  grammar 
grades  by  as  much  of  the  subject  of  physiology,  including  special 
lessons  on  the  nervous  system,  as  will  be  readily  understood  by 
the  pupils  y  and  this  in  turn  to  be  followed  by  carefully  prepared 
lessons  on  the  effects  of  stimulants  and  narcotics. 

One  half  hour  per  week  devoted  to  this  work  would  be 
amjMy  suthcient,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  efficient  teacher  would 
become  a  source  of  profit  and  enjoyment  to  the  children;  who 
would  look  forward  to  it  as  an  hour  of  relaxation  in  the  regular 
routine  of  school  work. 

And  after  all,  it  is  to  the  moral  influence  of  the  teacher 
rather  than  to  any  mere  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  child,  that 
we  must  look  for  the  good  to  be  derived  from  a  study  of  these 
subjects.  Temperance  is  a  matter  of  the  will  rather  than  of  the 
intelligence.  Boys  may  know  the  effect  of  these  things  and  yet 
learn  to  use  them. 

,  The  teacher,  in  all  her  daily  association  with  her  pupil,  can, 
and  does  do  much  towards  the  development  of  his  character,  in 
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a  direction  which  will  better  enable  him  to  reject  the  wrong  and 
choose  the  right,  when  he  recognizes  them  as  such. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 

We  have  reason  for  thankfulness  that,  during  the  year,  our 
schools  have  been  very  free  from  the  more  malignant  forms  of 
diseast*.  There  have  been  a  few  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  but  in  no 
case  has  it  been  spread  through  the  schools.  The  whooping- 
cough  has  had  its  accustomed  run,  and  has,  in  three  of  the  pri¬ 
mary  rooms,  depleted  the  attendance  considerably.  This  is  due 
to  the  fact  that,  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,  it  is  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  distinguish  it  from  an  ordinary  cold. 

REPAIRS. 

This  year  our  bill  for  repairs  has  been  large,  but  we  feel  that 
the  money  has  been  well  spent.  New  fences  were  built  enclosing 
the  grounds  at  Braggville  and  Bear  Hill, and  the  fence  at  Hoboken 
was  repaired  and  put  in  good  condition.  Considerable  expense 
was  incurred  by  the  necessity  of  moving  the  out-house  at  the 
Plains  School.  A  much  needed  improvement  was  made  by  put¬ 
ting  in  concrete  walks  at  the  Park,  Brick,  and  Plains  Schools. 
These  improvements,  with  the  usual  minor  repairs,  have  raised 
the  amount  expended  to  over  $1000,  as  shown  in  the  Secretary’s 
report. 

CHILD  LABOR. 

The  act  of  the  last  Legislature  relating  to  the  employment  of 
children,  and  their  attendance  at  school,  is  given  in  full.  Under 
this  law  certificates  have  been  granted  to  30  children  14  years  of 
age  and  over,  and  to  only  one  child  under  14. 

Chap  348.  An  act  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  chil¬ 
dren. 

it  enacted^  etc.^  as  folloios : 

Sect.  1.  No  child  under  thirteen  years  of  age  shall  be  em¬ 
ployed  at  any  time  in  any  factory,  workshop  or  mercantile  estab¬ 
lishment.  No  such  child  shall  be  employed  in  any  indoor  work, 
performed  for  wages  or  other  compensation,  to  whomsoever  pay¬ 
able,  during  the  hours  when  the  public  schools  of  the  city  or  town 
in  wliich  he  resides  are  in  session,  or  shall  be  employed  in  any 
manner  during  such  hours  unless  during  the  year  next  preceding 
such  employment  he  has  attended  school  for  at  least  twenty 
weeks  as  required  by  law. 

Sect.  12.  No  child  under  fourteen  years  of  age  shall  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  manner  before  the  hour  of  six  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
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mg  or  after  the  hour  of  seven  o’clock  in  the  evening.  No  such 
child  shall  be  employed  in  any  factory,  workshop  or  mercantile 
establishment,  except  during  the  vacation  of  the  public  schools 
in  the  city  or  town  where  he  resides,  unless  the  person  or  corpo¬ 
ration  employing  him  procures  and  keeps  on  file  a  certificate  and 
employment  ticket  for  such  child  as  prescribed  by  section  four  of 
this  act,  and  no  such  child  shall  be  employed  in  any  indoor  work, 
performed  for  wages  or  other  compensation,  to  whomsoever  pay¬ 
able,  during  the  hours  when  the  public  schools  of  such  city  or* 
town  are  in  session,  unless  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  be  employed  in 
any  manner  during  such  hours  unless  during  the  year  next  pre¬ 
ceding  such  employment  he  has  attended  school  for  at  least 
twenty  weeks  as  required  by  law;  and  such  employment  shall  not 
continue  in  any  case  beyond  the  time  when  such  certificate  ex¬ 
pires.  The  chief  of  the  district  police,  with  the  approval  of  the 
governoi*,  shall  have  authority  to  designate  any  kind  or  kinds  of 
employment  in  factories,  workshops  or  mei'cantile  establishments 
as  injurious  to  the  health  of  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age 
employed  therein,  and  after  one  week’s  written  notice  from  the 
said  chief  to  the  employer  or  his  superintendent,  overseeer  or 
other  agent  of  such  designation  no  such  child  shall  be  employed 
in  any  such  kind  or  kinds  of  employment  in  any  factory,  work¬ 
shop  or  mercantile  establishment. 

Sect.  3.  No  child  under  sixteen  years  of  age  shall  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  factory,  workshop  or  mercantile  establishment 
unless  the  person  or  corporation  employing  him  procures  and 
keeps  on  file  the  certificate  required  in  the  case  of  such  child  by 
the  following  section,  and  also  keeps  on  file  a  full  and  complete 
list  of  such  children  employed  therein. 

Sect.  4.  The  certificate  of  a  child  under  fourteen  years  of 
age  shall  not  be  signed  until  he  presents  to  the  person  authorized 
to  sign  the  same  an  employment  ticket,  as  hereinafter  prescribed, 
duly  filled  out  and  signed.  The  cei-tificate  and  the  employment 
ticket  shall  be  separately  printed,  and  shall  be  in  the  following 
forms  respectively,  and  the  blanks  therein  shall  be  filled  out  and 
signed  as  indicated  by  the  words  in  brackets  : — 

Employment  Ticket,  Law  of  1888. 

When  [name  of  child],  height  [feet  and  inches],  complexion 
[fair  or  dark],  hair  [color],  presents  a  certificate  duly  signed,  I 
intend  to  employ  [him  or  her]. 

[Signature  of  intending  employer  or  agent.] 

[Town  or  city  and  state.] 

Age  and  Schooling  Certificate,  Law  of  1888. 

This  certifies  that  I  am  the  [father,  mother  or  guardian]  of 
[name  of  child],  and  that  [he  or  she]  was  born  at  [name  of  town 
or  city],  in  the  county  of  [name  of  county,  if  known],  and  state 


•21 


[or  country]  of  [naiuc],  on  the  [day  and  year  of  birth],  and  is 
now  [number  of  years  and  montlis]  old. 

[Signature  of  father,  mother  or  guardian.] 

[Town  or  city  and  date.] 

Then  ]iersonally  appeared  before  me  the  above  named  [name 
of  person  signing]  and  made  oath  that  tlie  foregoing  certificate 
by  [him  or  her]  signed  is  true  to  the  best  of  [his  or  her]  know¬ 
ledge  and  belief.  I  hereby  approve  the  foregoing  certificate  of 
[name  of  child],  height  [feet  and  inches],  comjdexion  [fair  or 
dark],  hair  [color],  having  no  sufficient  reason  to  doubt  that  [he 
or  she]  is  of  the  age  therein  certified. 

[Signature  of  person  authorized  to  sign,  with  official  charac¬ 
ter  or  authority.] 

[Town  or  city  and  date.] 

In  case  the  age  of  the  child  is  under  fourteen,  the  certificate 
shall  continue  as  follows,  after  the  word  “certified”: — And  I 
hereby  certify  tliat  [he  or  she]  can  read  at  sight,  and  can  write 
legibly,  simple  sentences  in  the  English  language,  and  that  [he  or 
she]  has  attended  the  [name]  public  [or  private]  day  school  ac¬ 
cording  to  law  for  [number  of  weeks,  which  must  be  at  least 
twenty]  weeks  during  the  year  next  preceding  this  date,  and  that 
the  last  twenty  weeks  of  such  attendance  began  [date].  This 
certificate  expires  [date,  one  year  later  than  above  date]. 

[Signature  of  the  person  authorized  to  sign,  with  official 
character  or  authority]. 

If  attendance  has  been  at  a  private  school,  also  signature  of 
a  teacher  of  such  school,  followed  l)y  words, — certifying  to  school 
attendance. 

[Town  or  city  and  date.] 

In  case  a  child  cannot  read  and  write  as  above  stated,  the 
following  may  be  substituted  for  the  clause  beginning  “and  I  here¬ 
by  certify”  through  to  and  including  the  word  “language”:  “and 
I  hereby  certify  that  [he  or  she]  is  a  regular  attendant  at  the 
[name]  public  evening  school”;  but  in  such  case  the  certificate 
shall  only  continue  in  force  for  as  long  a  time  as  attendance  of 
such  child  at  such  evening  school  is  endorsed  weekly  during  the 
session  of  such  evening  school,  not  exceeding  the  length  of  the 
public  school  year  min  us.  twenty  weeks  in  place  of  attendance  at 
day  school  as  now  provided  by  law,  with  a  statement  from  a 
teacher  thereof  certifying  that  his  attendance  continues  regular. 
If  attendance  has  been  at  a  half-time  school,  forty  weeks  of  such 
attendance  must  be  certified  to  instead  of  twenty.  The  foregoing 
certificate  must  be  filled  out  in  duplicate,  and  one  copy  thereof 
shall  be  kei)t  on  file  by  the  school  committee.  Any  explanatory 
matter  may  be  printed  with  such  certificate  in  the  discretion  of 
the  school  committee  or  superintendent  of  schools. 

Sect.  5.  In  cities  and  towns  having  a  superintendent  of 
schools,  said  certificate  shall  be  signed  only  by  such  superintend¬ 
ent,  or  by  some  person  authorized  by  him  in  wanting;  in  other 


22 


cities  and  towns  it  shall  be  signed  by  some  member  or  members 
of  the  school  committee,  authorized  by  vote  thereof:  provided^ 
however^  that  no  member  of  a  school  committee,  or  other  person 
authorized  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  authority  to  sign  such  certifi¬ 
cate  for  any  child  then  in,  or  about  to  enter,  his  own  employment, 
or  the  employment  of  a  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member,  or  of  a  cor¬ 
poration  of  which  he  is  an  officer  or  employee.  The  person  signing 
the  certificate  shall  have  authority  to  administer  the  oath  pro¬ 
vided  for  therein,  but  no  fee  shall  be  charged  therefor;  such  oath 
may  also  be  administered  by  any  justice  of  the  peace. 

Sect.  6.  The  certificate  as  to  the  birthplace  and  age  of  a 
child  shall  be  signed  by  his  father  if  living  and  a  resident  of  the 
same  city  or  town  ;  if  not,  by  his  mother;  or  if  liis  mother  is  not 
living,  or  if  living  is  not  a  resident  of  the  same  city  or  town,  by 
his  guardian  ;  if  a  child  has  no  father,  mother  or  guardian  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  same  city  or  town,  his  own  signature  to  the  certificate 
may  be  accepted  by  the  person  authorized  to  approve  the  same. 

Sect.  7.  No  child  who  has  been  continuously  a  resident  of 
a  city  or  town  since  reaching  the  age  of  thirteen  years  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  a  certificate  that  he  has  reached  the  age  of 
fourteen  unless  or  until  he  has  attended  school  according  to  law  in 
such  city  or  town  for  at  least  twenty  weeks  since  reaching  the  age 
of  thirteen,  unless  exempted  by  law  from  such  attendance.  Before 
signing  the  approval  of  the  certificate  of  age  of  a  child,  the  per¬ 
son  authorized  to  sign  the  same  shall  refer  to  the  last  school  cen¬ 
sus  taken  under  the  provisions  of  section  three  of  chapter  forty- 
six  of  the  Public  Statutes,  and  if  the  name  of  such  child  is  found 
thereon,  and  there  is  a  material  difference  between  his  age  as 
given  therein  and  as  given  by  his  parent  or  guardian  in  the  cer¬ 
tificate,  allowing  for  lapse  of  time,  or  if  such  child  plainly  appears  to 
be  of  materially  less  age  than  that  so  given,  then  such  certificate 
shall  not  be  signed  until  a  copy  of  the  certificate  of  birth  or  of 
baptism  of  such  child,  or  a  copy  of  the  register  of  its  birth  with  a 
town  or  city  clerk,  has  been  produced,  or  other  satisfactory  evi¬ 
dence  furnished  that  such  child  is  of  the  agje  stated  in  the  certifi- 
cate. 

Sect.  8.  The  truant  officers  may,  when  so  authorized  and 
required  by  vote  of  the  school  committee,  visit  the  factories, 
workshops  and  mercantile  establishments  in  their  several  cities 
and  towns,  and  ascertain  whether  any  children  under  the  age  of 
fourteen  are  employed  therein  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  and  they  shall  report  any  cases  of  such  illegal  employment  to 
the  school  committee  and  to  the  chief  of  the  district  police  or  the 
inspector  of  factories  for  the  district.  The  inspectors  of  facto¬ 
ries,  and  the  truant  officers  when  authorizcHl  as  aforesaid,  may 
demand  the  names  of  all  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age  em¬ 
ployed  in  such  factories,  workshops  and  mercantile  establish¬ 
ments,  and  may  require  that  the  certificates  and  lists  of  such  chil- 
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dren  provided  for  in  this  act  shall  be  produced  for  their  inspec¬ 
tion.  Such  truant  officers  shall  inquire  into  the  ernployineut, 
otherwise  than  in  such  factories,  workshops  and  mercantile  estab¬ 
lishments,  of  children  under  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  during  the 
hours  when  the  public  schools  are  in  session,  and  may  re(|uire  that 
the  aforesaid  certificates  of  all  chiMren  under  sixteen  shall  be 
produced  for  their  inspection;  an-l  any  such  officer,  or  any  inspec¬ 
tor  of  factories,  may  bring  a  j)ro';(H*.iition  vagai?ist  a  person  or  cor¬ 
poration  employing  any  sueli  child,  otherwise  than  as  aforesaid, 
during  the  hours  when  the  public  schools  are  in  session,  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  if  such  employment  still  continues 
one  week  after  written  notice  from  such  officer  or  iiispector  that 
such  prosecution*  will  be  brought,  or  if  more  than  one  such  writ¬ 
ten  notice,  whether  relating  to  the  same  chihl  or  to  any  other 
child,  has  been  given  to  such  emj)loyer  by  a  truant  officer  or  in¬ 
spector  of  factories  at  any  time  within  one  year. 

Sect.  9.  Every  parent  or  guardian  of  a  cliild  undei*  fourteen 
years  of  age  who  permits  any  employment  of  such  child  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  every  owner,  superintendent  or 
overseer  of  any  factory,  workshop  or  mercantile  establishment 
who  employs  or  ])ermits  to  bt*  employed  therein  any  child  con¬ 
trary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  any  other  person  who 
employs  any  child  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  for 
every  such  offence  forfeit  not  less  than  twenty  nor  more  than 
fifty  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  public  schools  of  the  city  or  tovvn. 
Every  parent,  guardian,  or  person  authorized  to  sign  the  certifi¬ 
cate  prescribed  by  section  four  of  this  act,  who  certifies  to  any 
materially  false  statement  therein,  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not 
exceeding  fifty  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  thirty 
days,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment.  A  failure  to 
produce  to  a  truant  officer  or  inspector  of  factories  the 
certificate  required  by  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  prima 
facie  evidence  of  the  illegal  employment  of  the  child  .wlioso  cer¬ 
tificate  is  not  produced. 

Sect.  10.  The  expressions  “factory”  and  “workshop”  used 
in  this  act  shall  have  the  meanings  defined  for  them  res])ectively 
by  chapter  one-hundred  and  three  of  the  acts  of  the.  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

Sect.  11.  Within  one  month  of  the  passage  of  this  act  the 
chief  of  the  district  police  shall  cause  a  printed  copy  thereof  t  o  be 
transmitted  to  the  school  committee  of  every  city  and  town  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

Sect.  12.  Sections  one  to  six,  inclusive,  of  chapter  forty- 
eight  of  the  Public  Statutes,  cha})ter  two  hundred  and  twenty-four 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eiglity-three,  chapter 
two  hundred  and  twenty-two  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen 


hundred  and  eig}ity-five,  and  section  one  of  cha])ter  four  hundred' 
and  thirty-three  or  the  acts  of  the  year  eiglileen  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  13.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  July 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 
\^A'ppro'i:!ed  3Iay  17^  1888. 

REQUIREMENTS  FOR  NEXT  YEAR. 

I  think  the  appropriations  for  next  year  should  not  be  less 
than  the  amount -asked  for  in  the  Committee’s  report  of  last  year. 
The  amount  for  salaries,  fuel  and  incidentals  can  tiot  vary  much 
from  the  amount  expended  this  year.  For  repairs  not  less  than 
$1000  will  be  needed.  No  painting  has  been  done  for  several 
years,  and  many  of  the  buildings  are  needing  it  badly.  Indeed, 
there  is  hardly  one  of  the  wooden  buildings  that  would  not  be 
oenefited  by  a  coat  of  paint.  A  few  buildings  should  be  painted 
every  year,  so  that  all  might  be  kept  in  good  repair.  The 
ground  at  the  Claiiin  School  should  be  enclosed  by  a  good  fence. 
Din  ing  the  summer  evenings  the  place  is  the  constant  resort  of 
idlers,  who  commit  all  sorts  of  depredations.  Last  summer 
nearly  all  the  glass  in  the  basement  and  out-buildings  was  de¬ 
stroyed,  and  some  of  the  sash  were  carried  away.  New  seats 
will  have  to  be  placed  in  some  of  the  rooms.  • 

Our  bill  for  text-books  and  supplies  is  larger  this  year  than 
last.  It  is  now  five  years  since  the  free  text-book  law  went  into 
effect.  At  that  time  new  books  were  placed  in  all  the  schools. 
The  life  of  a  book  varies  from  three  to  six  years,  according  to  the 
grade  in  which  it  is  used.  In  the  primary  grades  books  soon 
weai'  out,  because  the  children  are  young  and  unaccustomed  to 
their  use.  In  the  grammar  and  High  Schools  the  pupils  have 
grown  more  caiaful,  and  books  last  longer.  In  these  grades  the 
arithmetics,  reading  and  language  books  have  been  in  use  four  or 
five  years,  and  must  soon  be  replaced.  This  should  be  done  grad¬ 
ually,  that  the  whole  expense  may  not  come  in  any  one  year. 

I  have  examined  the  reports  from  a  number  of  towns  in  the 
state,  and  find  that  the  average  expenditure  for  this  purpose  is 
slightly  in  excess  of  $1  per  pupil,  based  on  cost  and  number  regis¬ 
tered. 

In  conclusion,  1  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Commitee 
for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  they  have  shown  me  during  the 
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time  I  have  been  in  connection  with  the  board.  The  usual  tables 
of  statistics  are  appended. 

CHANGE  OF  TEACHERS. 

TEACHERS  APPOINTED. 

Miss  N.  M.  Conely,  West  street,  July. 

Miss  L.  B.  Essex,  High  School,  September. 

Miss  K.  F.  Tully,  Assistant,  October. 

Miss  I.  C.  Ashley,  High  School,  January. 

Miss  Nellie  Pickering.  High  School,  January. 

Miss  L.  R.  McLauthliii,  teacher  of  drawing,  September. 

TEACHERS  TRANSFERRED. 

Miss  L.  Madden  from  West  Street  to  Park  Grammar. 

Miss  M.  E.  Whitney,  from  Town  House  to  Deer  Brook. 

The  board  were  compelled  to  accept  t}ie  resignations  of  Miss 
M.  B.  Smith,  special  teacher  in  drawing,  Miss  L.  Patrick  of  the 
High  School,  and  Miss  L.  F.  Hayward  of  the  Deer  Brook  School. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  F.  BLODGETT,  Superintendent. 


TABLE  I.  . 


Showing  the  total  cost  of  each  school  and  the  average  cost  per 
pupil,  based  on  the  average  number  belonging. 


Schools. 

Rooms. 

Average  No. 
Belonging. 

Total  Cost. 

Average 

Cost 

per  Pupil. 

Remarks. 

High . 

4 

129 

$4316  63 

$33  46 

Four  classes. 

Park  Grammar .  . 

4 

167 

2690  46 

16  11 

Four  grades. 

Plains  Grammar  and  Prim. 

4 

193 

2958  03 

15  33 

Eight  grades. 

Brick  Grammar . 

4 

144 

2495  95 

17  33 

Four  grades. 

No.  Purchase  Grammar. . . 

1 

24 

569  46 

23  52 

Four  grades. 

Claflin  Primary . 

4 

151 

2131  19 

14  11 

Four  grades. 

Town  House  Primary . 

2 

107 

1030  60 

9  63 

Four  grades. 

Chapin  St.  Primary . 

2 

118 

1086  88 

9  54 

Four  grades. 

West  St.  Primary . 

2 

67 

1010  70 

15  08 

Four  grades. 

Fountain  St.  Primary . 

1 

28 

486  39 

17  37 

Four  grades. 

Hoboken  Primary . 

1 

29 

506  95 

17  48 

Two  grades. 

No.  Purchase  Primary  . . . 

1 

31 

470  77 

15  18 

Four  grades. 

Silver  Hill  Ungraded . 

1 

13 

456  90 

.35  14 

All  grades. 

Deer  Brook  Ungraded.  ... 

1 

12 

464  10 

38  67 

All  grades. 

Braggville  Ungraded . .* 

1 

18 

568  89 

31  60 

All  grades. 

Bear  Hill  Ungraded . 

1 

16 

508  87 

31  80 

All  grades. 

City  Ungraded . 

1 

15 

468  76 

31  25 

All  grades. 

Evening  School . 

1 

31 

443  61 

14  31 

Two  classes. 

TABLE  II.  TEACHERS  IN  THE  SCHOOLS,  JANUARY,  1889. 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR. 


Winter  Term. — High  School: — Begins  Jan.  2,  1889. 

Closes  March  22,  1889. 
Vacation,  gne  week. 

Other  Schools: — Begin  Jan.  7,  1889. 

Close  March  15,  1889. 
Vacation,  two  weeks. 

Spring  Term. — High  ,  School: — Begins  April  1,  1889. 

Closes  June  21, 1889. 

Vacation,  ten  weeks. 

Other  Schools: — Begin  April  1,  1889. 

Close  June  7,  1889. 

Vacation,  twelve  weeks. 

Fall  Term  : — High  School : — Begins  Sep.  3,  1888. 

Closes  Dec.  20,  1889. 

Vacation,  one  week. 

Other  Schools: — Begin  Sep.  3,  1889. 

Close  Dec.  30,  1889. 

Vacation,  two  weeks. 

Winter  Term: — High  School : — Begins  Dec.  30,  1889. 

Other  Schools: — Begin  Jan.  6,  1890. 

SCHOOL  SESSIONS. 

High  School. — November  to  April,  8.30  a.  m.  to  1.30  p.  m. 
April  to  November,  8  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m. 

Grammar  Schools. — 9  a.  m.  to  12  m.  ;  1.30  to  4  p.  m. 
Primary  Schools. — 9  a.  m.  to  12  m.  :  1.30  to  3.30  p.  m. 
Ungraded  Schools. — 9  a.  m.  to  12  m.;  1  to  3.30  p.  m. 

Legal  Holidays  Occurring  in  Term  Time. — Every  Sat¬ 
urday,  Washington’s  Birthday,  Fast  Day,  Decoration  Day, 
Thanksgiving  Day,  and  tlie  day  following. 

School  Signals. — Spaulding’s  steam  whistle,  two  blasts 
sounded  four  times  (11-11 — 11-11).  When  this  signal  is  sounded 
at  8  o’clock  A.  M.,  there  will  be  no  school  for  the  day.  When  it 
is  sounded  at  11.30  a.  M.,'the  Primary  schools  close  at  12  m.,  and 
the  Grammar  schools  close  at  1  p.  m.,  for  the  day. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MILFOED, 

CONTAINING  REPORTS  OF  THE 


Selectmen,  Assessors,  Collector  of  Taxes,  Treasurer,  Board  of 
Health,  Engineers,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Trustees  of 
Vernon  Grove  Cemetery,  Park  Commissioners, 

Town  Clerk,  Auditor,  School  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  Supt  of  Schools, 


For  the  Year  Ending  February  i,  1890. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

G.  M.  BILLINGS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 

1890. 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


SELECTMEN. 

CHARLES  F.  CLAFLIN,  '  EPHRAIM  L.  WIRES, 

AMARIAH  A.  TAFT. 

TOWN  CLERK.  TOWN  TREASURER. 

JOHN  T.  McLOUGHLIN.  CLIFFORD  A.  COOK. 


TAX  COLLECTOR.  AUDITOR. 

MORTIMORE  J.  REYNOLDS.  AUSTIN  HOWARD. 

ASSESSORS. 

GEO.  E.  STACY,  '  THOMAS  J.  CONNOR, 

LEWIS  HAYDEN. 

OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 

CHESTER  L.  CLARK,  P.  P.  O’DONNELL, 

JOHN  SMITH. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

GEORGE  G.  PARKER,  CHARLES  MACKIN,  M.  D., 

GEORGE  E.  STACY,  GEORGE  L.  COOKE, 

JOHN  J.  DUGGAN,  M.  D.,  ROBERT  H,  COCHRAN. 

TRUSTEES  OF  TOWN  LIBRARY. 

CHARLES  A.  DEWEY,  JOHN  P.  NEALON, 

OWEN  F.  CROUGHWELL,  NATHAN  W.  HEATH, 
VALENTINE  N.  RYAN,  NATHANIEL  F.  BLAKE. 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

JOHN  M.  EATON,  M.  D.,  CHARLES  MACKIN,  M.  D., 

M.  P.  BURNS. 


B.  H.  MONTAGUE, 
JAMES  POWERS, 
JAMES  S.  SHERMAN, 


CONSTABLES. 

EDWARD  J.  DALTON, 
O.  D.  HOLMES, 

M.  W.  EDWARDS, 


P.  P.  O’DONNELL,  CHARLES  H.  WATERS, 

THOMAS  KELLY  (West  St.),  JAS.  E.  MACUEN, 

JAMES  H.  BURNS,  CORNELIUS  COLLINS, 

MARTIN  BRODERICK,  A.  S.  ALLEN, 

JAMES  HOWARD,  JOHN  MOORE  (North  St.), 

DAVID  E.  CASEY. 


FENCE  VIEWERS. 

JOS.  D.  HUNT, 


ISAAC  N.  DAVIS, 


M.  P.  BURNS. 

»  .  H  t  -  < 
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TEUSTEES  OF  VERNON  GROVE  CEMETERY. 

JOHN  M.  WOOD,  HENRY  HANCOCK, 

HENRY  C.  SKINNER,  LEONARD  FAIRBANKS, 
GEORGE  L.  MAYNARD,  ISAAC  N.  CROSBY. 

Officers  Appointed  by  the  Selectmen. 

ENGINEERS  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

J.  H.  SCOTT,  A.  R.  CHENEY, 

M.  J.  BUCKLEY,  P.  P.  O’DONNELL, 

J.  T.  BERRILL. 


REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS. 


JAMES  MURRAY,  Jr., 
HENRY  J.  BAILEY, 

TOWN  SOLICITOR. 

JOSEPH  H.  WOOD. 


W.  S.  V.  COOKE, 

J.  T.  McLOUGHLIN. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 

WILLIAM  L.  BILLINGS. 


SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES.  LOCK-UP  KEEPER. 

B.  H.  MONTAGUE.  B.  H.  MONTAGUE. 


MEASURERS 

H.  A.  BARNEY, 

C.  T.  DAY, 

G.  B.  KNIGHT, 

IRVING  W.  SWEET, 

PUBLIC 

C.  T.  DAY, 

IRVING  W.  SWEET, 


OF  WOOD  AND  BARK. 

FRANCIS  QUIRK, 
CHAS.  F.  CHAPIN, 
CHAS.  N.  NICHOLS, 
MATTHEW  BURNS. 

WEIGHERS. 

CHAS.  N.  NICHOLS, 
MARTIN  MAHON. 


FIELD  DRIVERS. 

J.  D.  HUNT,  JOHN  J.  SHOCKROW. 

POUND  KEEPER. 

J.  D.  HUNT. 


POLICE  OFFICERS. 

CHAS.  L.  WALKER,  MICHAEL  P.  BURNS, 

MATTHEW  BURNS,  ABBOTT  A*.  JENKINS, 

PETER  ROSS,  HENRY  C.  SNELL, 

JEREMIAH  DAVOREN. 

SPECIAL  POLICE. 

HENRY  B.  THAYER,  ISAAC  WARD. 

Appointed  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

TOWN  PHYSICIAN. 

JOHN  J.  DUGGAN,  M.  D, 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 


At  a  legal  meeting  held  March  4,  1889  :• 


Highways  .... 

$9,000 

00 

Incidentals  .... 

5,000 

00 

Gas  and  Street  Lights  . 

4,400 

00 

Town  Library  .... 

500 

00 

Schools  ..... 

22,000 

00 

Poor  Department 

9,000 

00 

Interest  ..... 

4,500 

00 

Water  for  Fire  Purposes 

3,300 

00 

Vernon  Grove  Cemetery 

100 

00 

Military  Aid  .... 

600 

00 

Fire  Department 

4,500 

00 

Memorial  Day  .... 

100 

00 

Town  Park  .... 

200 

00 

Sidewalks  .  .  .  •  . 

1,000 

00 

Town  Debt  .... 

5,000 

00 

Extension  of  Lincoln  Street  Sewer 

100 

00 

Arranging  Town  Records 

250 

00 

Aid,  Chap.  438,  Acts  of  1888,  Art.  14  . 

500 

00 

t  a  Legal  Meeting  April  29,  1889 : — 

Enforcement  of  Law,  Art.  2  .  .  . 

$1,500 

00 

Repairs  in  schoolhouses  to  comply  with 

Chapters  149  and  426,  Acts  of  1888, 

Art.  3  .  .  .  . 

1,000 

00 

t  a  Legal  Meeting  Sept.  9,  1889 : — 

Franklin  Street,  Article  2 

$  500 

00 

Voting  Compartments,  Article  4 

200 

00 

Pond  Street,  Article  5  .  .  . 

1,000 

00 

Vernon  Grove  cemetery  fence.  Article  6 

600 

00 

$70,050  00 


$2,500  00 


$2,300  00 


Total 


$74,850  00 


SUMMARY  OF  EXPENSES. 
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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


It  has  been  customary  for  the  Selectmen  to  print  in  their  re¬ 
port  what  seems  like  an  apology  for  exceeding  the  appropriations 
in  some,  if  not  in  all,  of  the  departments.  In  our  judgment,  the 
necessity  for  this  state  of  things  should  not  continue,  as  no  town 
can  afford  to  be  miserly  in  granting  appropriations  with  which  to 
carry  on  the  different  departments  of  its  government.  There¬ 
fore  we  would  recommend  a  reasonably  liberal  policy  for  the  fu¬ 
ture.  Let  each  Board  having  charge  of  the  various  departments 
confine  itself  to  a  strict  observance  of  the  law  relating  to  such 
Town  appropriations  and  expenditures. 

The  appropriations  for  the  year  ending  February  1,  1890, 
were  in  some  departments  insufficient  to  meet  current  expenses ; 
to  say  nothing  of  bills  that  were  contracted  by  former  Boards, 
which  we  have  paid  and  to  which  we  call  your  attention  on  Page 
8  of  this  report.  Voters  should  insist  upon  sufficient  appropria¬ 
tions  for  current  expenses  each  year  hereafter  ;  but  in  Case  the 
amounts  in  any  of  the  departments  should  be  found  inadequate  to 
cover  the  entire  expenses,  the  bills  in  excess  of  the  sums  appro- 
|)riated  should  be  approved,  but  not  paid,  and  reported  to  the 
Town  at  the  end  of  each  fiscal  year.  Thereby  the  Town  will  be 
fully  advised,  and  can  act  intelligently  as  to  its  future  needs. 

We  call  the  attention  of  tax-payers  to  the  indebtedness  of 
the  Town  as  set  forth  in  the  Treasurer’s  report.  $65,000  may  be 
termed  fixed  indebtedness,  and  $36,500  may  be  termed  tempo¬ 
rary  indebtedness.  An  article  has  been  inserted  in  the  Town  war¬ 
rant,  in  order  that  the  Town  may  provide  for  this  temporary  debt 
by  borrowing  money  at  a  less  rate  of  interest.  We  recommend 
that  the  Town  borrow  money  for  the  temporary  debt,  on  time 
notes,  payable  in  whole  or  in  part  in  1893,  at  the  time  bonds 
($40,000)  come  due,  at  which  time  the  Town  can  issue  bonds 
for  the  whole  amount  then  payable,  probably  at  a  lower  rate  of 
interest. 

We  wish,  also,  to  call  the  attention  and  serious  considera¬ 
tion  of  voters  to  the  establishment  of  a  paid  police  force,  as 
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we  believe  that  money  is  more  wisely  expended  in  striving  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  commission  of  crime,  than  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
offender  after  the  crime  has  been  committed. 

The  following  receipt  was  given  to  the  Town  by  Mead,  Ma¬ 
son  &  Co.,  which  was  accepted  by  the  Town,  and  for  some  unex¬ 
plained  reason  was  never  recorded.  Therefore  it  is  deemed 
proper  to  print  it  in  this  report  so  that  the  Town  may  in  future 
be  more  careful  in  accepting  so  important  a  paper,  however  in¬ 
nocent  it  may  appear.  As  will  be  observed,  this  is  only  a  re¬ 
ceipt, — a  very  unpretentious  looking  document, — but  in  fact  a 
very  important  and  one-sided  agreement  which  has  cost  the 
Town  thousands  of  dollars,  as  will  be  seen  on  examination  of  the 
costs  in  Memorial  Hall  suits. 


Milfokd,  Nov.  30,  1885. 


Received  of  the  town  of  Milford,  seven  hundred  seventy-five  dollars  in 
settlement  of  contract  price  for  building  Memorial  Hall,  Milford,  less  cer¬ 
tain  sums  deducted  by  reason  of  the  non-performance  of  the  contract  for 
stone  work,  according  to  its  terras,  through  the  default  of  Timothy  Shea,  as 
provided  by  the  terms  of  said  contract,  hut  not  hereby  waiving  our  right  to 
recover  of  said  town: — 

1st.  The  expense  of  setting  the  steps  of  Memorial  staircase. 

2d.  The  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  deducted  from  said  contract  price 
by  reason  of  a  change  from  Milford  granite  trimmings  to  browustone  trim¬ 
mings. 

3d.  Any  other  sum  for  extra  work  not  included  in  the  contract  afore¬ 
said,  provided  said  Timothv  Shea  shall  recover  said  sums  or  any  part  of  the 
same  from  us  in  a  suit  or  suits  now  pending  against  us,  or  hereafter  to  he 
brought,  or  unless  we  shall  have  in  some  form  the  benefit,  of  the  sum  deduct¬ 
ed  for  setting  said  steps  and  said  three  hundred  dollars  by  way  of  set  off  or 
otherwise  in  settlement  with  said  Timothy  Shea. 


MEAD,  MASON  &  CO. 


STATEMENT  C^F  COSTS  IN  MEMORIAL  HALL  SUITS. 

1887. 


Kent  &  Dewey,  services  . 

Fred  Swasey,  “  . 

S.  W.  Playward,  summonses  and  witnesses 
J.  T.  McLoughlin,  expenses  at  Worcester 
P.  P.  Field,  witnesses  and  expenses 


$167  00 
114  00 
10  05 


•2  00 
32  45 


1888. 


P.  P.  Field,  expenses  and  money  p’d  witnesses  84  00 
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H.  E.  Fales,  personal  expenses  at  Worcester 
in  cases  Shea  vs.  Milford,  Milford  vs. 
Carpenter,  Norcross  vs.  Milford,  Milford 
vs.  Tier  nan,  and  services,  including  all 
services  during  the  year  in  all  matters 
in  which  the  town  was  interested  under 
the  direction  of  the  various  boards  of 


officers 

•  • 

250  00 

Kent  &  Dewey,  verdict  . 

$365  00 

# 

.  “  costs 

311  84— 

676  84 

“  services  . 

•  • 

89  61 

1889. 

T.  Shea,  in  full  settlement 

•  • 

500  00 

Mead,  Mason  &  Co.,  in  full  settlement 

1,200  00 

Kent  &  Dewey,  services 

•  • 

250  00 

Credit  by  verdict  Supreme  Court  against  Shea 


$3,295  95 
59  86 


$3,236  09 


BILLS  CONTRACTED  PREVIOUS  TO  FEB.  18,  1889, 
PAID  OUT  OF  THIS  YEAR’S  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Highway  Department. 


Order  No. 

5  Field  Bros.,  coal  for  town  barn  .  $  12  50 

11  Barton  F.  Cook,  labor  .  .  .  12  00 

12  A.  H.  Chapman,  repairs,  stone  crusher  1  30 

13  T.  C.  Eastman  &  Co.,  grain  .  .  16  20 

14  Prentice  &  Son,  grain  .  .  .  114  76 

15  Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies  .  .  7  47 

16  J.  J.  Grothe,  blacksmithing  .  .  10  40 

17  P.  Lynch,  supplies  .  .  .  2  58 

19  T.  N.  Ide,  blacksmithing  .  .  8  45 

42  G.  C.  Buck,  supplies  .  .  .  3  30 

106  H.  E.  Morgan,  “  .  .  .  1  50 

159  A.  A.  Taft,  rent  of  land,  14  mos.  .  70  00 

175  R.  C.  Hill,  posts  .  .  . .  15  00 

177-8  Oscar  Woodbury,  supplies  .  .  17  59 

Milford  Electric  L.  &  P.  Co.,  ashes  1  87 
W.  L.  Billings,  doctoring  horses  .  10^00 


$304  92 
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Incidentals. 


Order  No. 


1 

Kent  &  Dewey,  verdict  and  costs. 

Shea  cases  .... 

$676  84 

3 

Field  Bros.,  coal 

180  00 

5 

O.  D.  Holmes,  services,  night  watchman 

10  00 

16 

H.  C.  Snell,  services  as  officer  to  en¬ 

force  license  law 

100  00 

21 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  for  Armory  . 

14  88 

22 

J.  P.  Stedman,  return  of  births 

2  00 

23 

M.  W.  Knight,  “  “  . 

4  00 

24 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Carter,  “  “  . 

50 

26 

T.  G.  Kent,  legal  services 

305  00 

38 

J.  Allen  Rice,  supplies  . 

5  35 

112 

M.  P.  Callanan,  “  . 

50  77 

202 

Lydia  B.  Godfrey,  stone  (’87  bill) 

16  50 

Cyrus  Noyes,  paint 

1  50 

-  $1,367  34 

Bills  Paid  Out  of  Incidental  Appropriation  to  Settle 
Suits  Against  the  Town,  and  for  Which 
There  was  no  Appropriation. 

Order  No. 

2  Timothy  Shea,  in  full  settlement  $  500  00 
25  Mead,  Mason  &  Co,  in  full  settlement  1200  00 

-  $1,700  00 

Norcross  suit  ...  $  100  00 

Tiernan  suit  .  .  .  .  15  00 

-  115  00 

Milford  Sayings  Bank,  Selectmen’s  note  8500  00 
Milford  Savings  Bank,  interest  on  Se¬ 
lectmen’s' note  .  .  .  289  36 

Milford  Savings  Bank,  interest  on  bonds  300  00 

-  9,089  36 


$12,576  ’62 


/ 
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BILLS  PAID  BY  TREASURER  HAYDEN,  FROM  FEB. 
18,  1889,  DATE  OF  CLOSING  ACCOUNTS  LAST 
YEAR,  TO  MARCH  6,  1889,  WHEN  THE  MONEY, 
BOOKS,  ETC.,  WERE  TURNED  OYER  TO 
TREASURER  COOK. 

Highway  Department. 


C.  O.  Woodbury,  orders  for  labor  . 

J.  D.  Shippee,  “  “ 

J.  D.  Shippee,  services  in  full  as  Supt 

George  D.  Wellington,  supplies 
Prentice  &  Son,  grain 

•  • 

James  A.  Boyce,  blacksmithing 


.  $149  60 
.  53  40 
.  21  00 

8  48 
.  97  22 
.  49  75 

9  53 


$  388  98 


Incidentals. 

T.  G.  Kent,  legal  services  and  court  fees. 


Shea  case  $  89  61 

Daily  News,  advertising  .  .  .  2  25 

Commercial  Job  Printing  Co.,  printing  .  1  00 

Dr.  T.  H.  Munroe,  return  of  birth  .  .  ^  25  . 

P.  P.  Field,  expenses  to  Boston  and  Wor¬ 
cester  .  .  .  .  10  00 

Milford  &  Woonsocket  R.  R.  Co.,  in  full  for 

land  .  .  .  .  26  47 

Cost  Dilla  street  fire  inquest  .  .  -  .  36  82 

Dr.  W.  J.  Clarke,  birth  returns  .  .  5  00 

-  $  171  40 


Memorial  Hall. 

$  25  66 


$  585  36 


H.  B.  Thayer,  janitor 
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HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 

By  appropriation  .....  $9,000  00 

Cash  from  labor  by  department  .  .  .  432  07 

Sundries: — 

Paid  Field  Bros.,  coal,  bay,  straw 


and  lumber  .  .  i 

^  63 

96 

P.  P.  Field,  hay  and  straw 

73 

28 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber 

2 

88 

D.  &  N.  N.  Nelson,  hay  . 

74 

70 

Geo.  Tyler  &  Co.,  supplies 

10 

80 

T.  C.  Eastman  &  Co.,  grain 

135 

94 

Eastman  &  Hobart,  grain 

243 

33 

Prentice  &  Son,  grain 

616 

85 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies 

347 

24 

P.  Lynch,  supplies  . 

2 

58 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water 

20 

00 

Farrel  Foundry  &  Machine 

Co.,  supplies 

122 

64 

Sherborne  Bros.,  express  . 

8 

54 

Geo.  A.  Sherborne,  express 

and  carting 

2 

90 

Geo.  D.  Wellington,  supplies 

4 

63 

H.  A.  Barney,  coal 

39 

13 

W.  L.  Billings,  freight  and 

supplies  . 

47 

00 

G.  E.  O’Connor,  hay 

19 

50 

Walter  A.  Vant,  oil 

5 

20 

E.  E.  Yaughan,  supplies  . 

13 

32 

E.  B.  Taft,  hay 

61 

70 

Wm.  Johnston  &  Co.,  team 

work 

51 

00 

John  Beatty,  hay  . 

27 

45 

Platt  &  Washburn  Refining 

Co.,  axle  grease  . 

2 

45 

H.  W.  Clapp  &  Co.,  supplies 

37 

80 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal,  etc. 

173 

53 

Cyrus  Noyes,  painting 

2 

08 

John  Hilton,  straw 

12 

00 

Lewis  B.  Gaskill,  hay 

18 

71 

B.  H.  Spaulding,  team  work 

47 

70 

12 


H.  E.  Morgan,  supplies 

$  1  50 

American  Spiced  Food  Co. 

bill 

8  00 

G.  W.  Knowlton,  pasture  for 

horse 

40  00 

A.  T.  Macuen,  team  work  . 

8  00 

Dwyer  Bros.,  painting 

2  50 

Henry  S.  Cushman,  harness 

supplies 

61  50 

W.  H.  Britton,  nails 

25 

C.  0.  Woodbury,  supplies 

20  34 

James  Lally,  jr.,  hay 

51  00 

G.  W.  Stacy,  supplies 

75 

Repairs: — 

l^aid  Tra  N.  Ide,  blacksraithing 

$31  54 

A.  H.  Chapman,  repairs  on 

stone  crusher 

1  30 

J.  J.  Grothe,  blacksmithing 

75  48 

T.  N.  Ide,  blacksmithing 

162  63 

James  A.  Boyce,  brksmithing 

4  76 

Otis  Whitney  &  Son,  labor 

8  70 

Geo.  Tyler  &  Co.,  repairs  . 

4  00 

G.  C.  Buck,  repairs  harness 

10  00 

Cyrus  Noyes,  bill  . 

5  00 

Henry  Willard,  repairs 

25  22 

D.  B.  Rockwood,  bill 

21  40 

Treasurer  Town  of  Upton, 

repairs  on  bridge 

19  01 

L.  E.  Belknap,  bill 

48  00 

Rent: — 

Paid  C.  R.  Scott,  Town  barn  $300  00 

A.  A.  Taft,  land  for  crusher 

24  months 

120  00 

Material : — 

Paid  Laura  D.  Graves,  gravel 

$28  10 

I.  N.  Crosby,  gravel 

23  20 

Smith  Cushman,  gravel 

48  08 

Mrs.  D.  McDevitt,  gravel  . 

23  76 

$2,482  67 


$417  04 


$420  00 
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Appleton  Bragg,  gravel 

$  7  00 

T.  Sherman,  stone 

10  50 

Mrs.  S.  Wallingford,  gravel 

12  90 

Field  Bros.,  lumber 

6  88 

J.  F.  Haskell,  stone 

2  60 

Norcross  Bros.,  “  . 

8  80 

E.  B.  Taft,  gravel  . 

17  60 

H.  A.  Barney,  gravel 

18  80 

J.  E.  Macuen  “  . 

11  16 

R.  C.  Hill,  posts 

15  00 

52  50 

Milford  Electric  Light  & 

Power  Co.,  ashes 

• 

18  87 

Horses  for  fire  duty : — 

Paid  Geo.  A.  Sherborne 

• 

$31  00 

Wm.  Johnston  &  Co. 

• 

92  75 

Labor : — 

Labor  by  department 

$5,167  00 

Paid  Barton  F.  Cook 

• 

12  00 

C.  O.  Woodbury  . 

• 

799  92 

W.  L.  Billings,  Supt. 

# 

600  00 

Henry  Willard 

• 

75  00 

Patrick  Conley 

• 

5  00 

W.  H.  Britton 

5  40 

Exceeded  appropriation 


$305  G5 


^  r 

/5 


$6,604  32 


$981  36 


$10,413  43  $10,413  43 


INCIDENTALS. 

By  appropriation  .....  $5,000  00 
Memorial  Hall: — 


lid  Field  Bros.,  coal 

$360 

00 

H.  B.  Thayer,  janitor 

275 

00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies 

21 

59 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water 

20 

52 

Eldredge  &  Beatty,  labor 

and  supplies 

2 

50 

P.  Dillon,  labor 

14 

58 

14 


T.  E.  Morse,  labor  and  sup¬ 
plies 

Addison  Aldrich,  labor 
H.  A.  Barney,  coal 
L,  L.  Wheelock,  labor 
John  Coffey,  labor . 

Labor,  highway  department 
C.  A.  Hoyt,  labor  . 

Town  Hall  and  Lockup : — 

Paid  J.  Davoren,  lockup  key,  ! 
Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies 
and  labor 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water 
F.  Cahill,  lockup  key 
J.  Allen  Rice,  supplies 
Bernard  H.  Moore,  lockup 
key  .  ,  . 

L.  L.  Wheelock,  repairs  . 
Cyrus  Noyes,  labor  and  sup¬ 
plies 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  . 

M.  P.  Callanan,  groceries 

A.  S.  Pickering,  labor 
Labor,  highway  department 
W.  H.  Britton,  labor  on  new 

steps 

Wm.  Hines,  cleaning  vault 
Mathewson  Bros.,  crackers 

B.  H.  Montague,  supplies, 
lockup 

B.  H.  Montague,  supplies. 
Town  Hall 

B.  H.  Montague,  salary 
lockup  keeper 
B.  H.  Montague,  janitor  . 


$95  35 

6  15 

7  50 

8  09 
1  40 

54  00 
3  43 


$  1  00 

46  28 
9  00 
1  00 
15  30 

1  00 
6  75 

28  62 
139  55 
50  77 
5  00 
341  75 

101  66 
8  00 
9  25 

8  33 

18  75 

100  00 
200  00 


By  cash  received  for  rent  of  Town  Hall  . 

“  “  Lockup 

Rent  of  Court  Room  due  from  County  . 


$870  11 


$1,092  01 

.  $241  50 
.  169  00 
.  600  00 
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Sundries : — 

Paid  O.  D.  Holmes,  serving 

town  warrants,  etc.  .  $  76  00 
M.  Broderick,  services  at 
town  meetings  .  .  5  00 

H.  C.  Snell,  services  en¬ 
forcing  license  law  .  100  00 

H.  C.  Snell,  services  at  town 
meetings  .  .  5  00 

A.  A.  Burrell,  services  as 

Teller  .  .  .  6  00 

S.  C.  Sumner,  services  as 
Teller  .  .  .  15  00 

C.  A.  Sumner,  services  as 
Teller  .  .  .  11  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  for  Armory  22  01 

J.  F.  McGuinness,  bill  .  32  50 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water  92  00 
Sam’l  Hobbs  &  Co.,  books  48  37 
W.  E.  Cheney,  bill  distrib¬ 
uting  .  .  .  1  25 

J.  P.  Stedman,  M.  D.,  birth 

returns  .  .  .  2  00 

M.  W.  Knight,  M  .D.,  (’88), 

birth  returns  .  .  4  00 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Carter,  birth  re¬ 
turns  ...  50 

Chas.  Mackin,  M.  D.,  birth 
returns  .  .  .  18  00 

J.  J.  Duggan,  M.  D.,  birth 
returns  .  .  .  5  00 

M.  W.  Knight,  M.  D.,  birth 
returns  .  .  .  7  00 

Dwight  Russell,  M.  D.,  birth 
returns  ...  50 

C.  D.  Albro,  M.  D.,  birth  re¬ 
turns  ...  25 

F.  A..  Wilmarth,  M.  D.,  birth 
returns  ...  50 

M.  W.  Edwards,  death  re¬ 
turns  .  .  .  19  00 
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Wood  &  Nye,  death  returns  $16  75 
M.  P.  Burns,  ballot  distribu¬ 
tor  .  .  .  5  00 

A.  S.  Cox,  ballot  distributor  5  00 
C.  F.  Claflin,  license  blanks  4  17 
J.  T.  Berrill,  material  for 

target  .  .  .  26  91 

J.  Usher,  water  .  .  5  00 

Wm.  K.  Porter,  pair  of 
horses  .  .  .  650  00 

Hapgood  &  Mayhew,  team 

for  Assessors  .  .  9  00 

M.  P.  Burns,  money  paid  for 

abating  nuisances  .  19  00 

J.  B.  &  J.  M.  Cornell,  target 

for  Co.  M  .  .  45  00 

E.  Murpliy,  labor  .  .  1  50 

M.  P.  Burns  and  7  otliers, 

police  duty  July  3  &  4  .  45  00 

C.  A.  Dewey,  fire  inquest  11  50 
W.  H.  Pyne,  services  as 

Teller  .  .  .  11  00 

A.  F.  Walker,  services  as 
surveyor  .  .  43  00 

J.  M.  Wood,  labor  in  No. 

Purchase  cemetery  .  6  50 

M.  O’Connell,  right  of  way 

through  his  land  .  5  00 

A.  J.  Sumner,  services  .  2  50 

S.  A.  Cook,  reimbursement 

of  tax,  .  .  .  1  00 

The  K.  H.  Smith  Mfg.  Co., 

rubber  stamps  .  .  1  43 

Geo.  A.  Sherborne,  sprink¬ 
ling  street  .  .  20  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies  2  20 
E.  J.  Dalton,  services  as 

police  officer  .  .  4  50 

P.  H.  Curran,  services  as 

Teller  .  .  .  6  00 

L.  Hayden,  services  as  Tel¬ 
ler  ...  •  5  00 


mi 
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M.  W.  Edwards,  team  for 
Clerks’  meeting  .  $1  50 

A.  F.  Sadler,  services  as 
Teller  .  .  .  5  00 

Lydia  B.  Godfrey  and  An¬ 
nie  Dewey,  stone  .  16  50 

Fred  Walker,  abating  nui¬ 
sance  .  .  .  1  00 

Henry  Hilferty,  abating 

nuisance  .  .  1  00 

J.  T.  McLoughlin,  postage 

and  express  .  .  6  92 

C.  A.  Cook,  postage  and  ex¬ 
press  .  .  .  .  10  96 

Cyrus  Noyes,  paint  .  1  50 

John  J.  McCool,  reimburse¬ 
ment  of  tax  .  .  7  75 

C.  A.  Sumner,  auditing  ’86 

and  ’87  tax  books  .  70  00 


Stationery : — 

Paid  M.  R.  Warren,  vouchers 


and  license  blanks 

$  3 

01 

C.  A.  Cook,  vouchers 

70 

Geo.  H.  Jones  &  Co.,  book 

14 

00 

R.  C.  Eldredge,  pencils 

1 

75 

J.  T.  McLoughlin,  paid  for 

tally  sheets 

2 

00 

G.  W.  Stacy,  paper,  books. 

etc. 

34 

18 

G.  M.  Billings,  voting  lists 

25 

00 

Lyman  B.  Brooks,  check 

book 

16 

25 

Salaries : — 

Paid  0.  D.  Holmes,  services 

as  night  watchman 

$129 

00 

J.  A.  Taft,  Registrar 

25 

00 

A.  Wheeler,  “ 

25 

00 

James  Murray,  ir.,  Regis¬ 
trar  .  .  .100  00 


$1,544  97 


196  89 
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J.  T.  McLoughlin,  Regis- 


trar 

$100 

00 

Henry  J.  Bailey,  Registrar 

75 

00 

W.  S.  V,  Cooke,  Registrar 

75 

00 

Geo.  E.  Stacy,  Assessor  . 

187 

50 

Lewis  Hayden,  “ 

178 

75 

T.  J.  Connor, 

126 

25 

M.  J.  Reynolds,  collecting 

taxes 

791 

41 

C.  L.  Clark,  chairman  Over¬ 

seers  of  Poor 

325 

00 

John  Smith,  Overseer  of 

Poor 

100 

00 

P.  P.  O’Donnell,  Overseer 

of  Poor  . 

100 

00 

Austin  Howard,  Auditor  . 

200 

00 

J.  H.  Wood,  Town  Soli- 

citor 

300 

00 

C.  A.  Cook,  Town  Treas¬ 

urer 

250 

00 

J.  M.  Eaton,  M.  D.,  Board 

of  Health 

62 

00 

Chas.  Mackin,  M.  D.,  Board 

of  Health  . 

53 

00 

M.  P.  Burns,  Board  of 

Health 

118 

20 

B.  H.  Montague,  Sealer  of 

Weights  and  Measures  . 

20 

00 

Martin  Broderick,  patrol¬ 

man 

237 

75 

E.  J.  Dalton,  patrolman  . 

237 

75 

John  Moore,  patrolman 

231 

00 

“  dog  officer 

10 

00 

Chas.  L.  Walker,  police 

duty  at  post-office 

46 

50 

J.  T.  McLoughlin,  collecting, 

recording,  indexing,  and 

returning  births,  deaths 

and  marriages 

129 

05 

J.  T.  McLoughlin,  Town 

Clerk 

100 

00 
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J.  T.  McLoughlin,  Clerk 

of  Selectmen  .  .  $200  00 

C.  F.  Claflin,  Selectman  .  250  00 

E.  L,  Wires,  “  .  250  00 

A.  A.  Taft,  “  .  250  00 


Damage  and  Law  Suits: — 

Paid  Kent  and  Dewey,  legal 

services  .  .  .  $981  84 

Timothy  Shea,  in  full  set¬ 
tlement  .  .  .  500  00 

Mead,  Mason  &  Co.,  in  full 

settlement  .  .  1,200  00 

H.  E.  Fales,  services  Nor- 
cross  suit  .  .  100  00 

G.  G.  Parker,  Tiernan  suit  15  00 


Rent : — 

By  cash  from  state.  Armory  rent 
Paid  C.  R..  Scott,  Armory  rent  ^ 
Printing : — 

Paid  Cook  &  Sons,  printing 

and  advertising  .  .  $175  38 

G.  M.  Billings,  town  re¬ 
ports  .  .  .  155  00 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing 

and  advertising  .  .  70  38 

Times  Publishing  Co.,  print¬ 
ing  and  advertising  .  63  50 

Mann  &  Leahy,  advertising  83  75 
Leahy  Bros.,  advertising  .  17  25 

F.  E.  Day,  printing  .  1  50 

Exceeded  appropriation  . 


$5,283  16 


$2,796  84 

$300  00 

$306  25 


$566  76 

.  $6,246  49 


$12,556  99  $12,556  99 

GAS  AND  STREET  LIGHTS. 

By  appropriation  .....  $4,400  00 

Paid  Milford  Elec.  L.  &  P.  Co.,  lights  $3,303  89 
Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas  .  710  38 


20 


Globe  Gas  Light  Co.,  gasoline  .  $644  22 

Maurice  Foley,  labor  .  .  1  50 

Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  supplies  .  2  76 

Globe  Gas  Light  Co.,  supplies  .  5  06 

Exceeded  appropriation  ....  267  81 


$4,667  81  $4,667  81 


SIDEWALKS. 


By  appropriation 
Labor :  — 

Paid  Highway  Department,  labor 
Curbing :  — 

Timothy  Shea,  curbing 
John  Cuddihy,  curbing 
Concrete :  — 

F.  M.  Ballou  &  Co.,  concrete  work 
By  betterments  collected  and  paid 


Treasurer,  viz : — 

I.  R.  Spaulding,  (’88) 

$  88  38 

Horace  Walker 

.  33  18 

E.  A.  Thomas 

.  40  61 

Geo.  Beatty 

.  93  61 

Heirs  Jon.  Bradford 

.  28  49 

Daniel  B.  Washburn 

.  34  34 

Wm.  H.  Bourne 

.  31  10 

Mahala  Putnam 

.  14  17 

Laura  S.  Cheney  . 

.  10  00 

Parthena  Crockett . 

.  10  16 

I.  N.  Davis 

.  12  16 

Hannah  M.  Carpenter 

.  22  00 

Rufus  A.  Taft 

8  30 

Alfred  B.  Coffin 

8  12 

John  Collins 

.  13  00 

John  W.  Annette  . 

.  14  42 

Eleanor  V.  Paine  . 

.  12  66 

C.  A.  Dewey 

.  24  50 

Amelia  C.  Hawes 

.  12  08 

Frank  W.  Morse  . 

.  13  33 

Patrick  Maher 

7  50 

C.  F.  Clallin,  trustee 

.  24  83 

.  $1,000  00 


$  355  13 

507  44 
283  95 

2,322  83 
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Milford  Land  Co. 

$24 

18 

John  Kirby 

7 

50 

Luthera  A.  Johnson 

8 

00 

Angeline  Skillings 

28 

60 

Michael  J.  Casey  . 

8 

00 

Owen  Waters 

8 

00 

Daniel  J.  Cronan  . 

20 

78 

Rev.  Patrick  Cuddihy 

78 

43 

Lydia  Godfrey  and  Annie 

Dewey 

36 

00 

S.  A.  Cook 

75 

Mary  Eames 

17 

47 

Patrick  Gillon 

20 

30 

-  $815  71 

By  betterments  uncollected,  viz  : — 


Alonzo  C.  Rounds 

$20 

25 

Lysander  Grow 

18 

83 

Calvin  J.  Fiske 

7 

36 

John  W.  Eld  ridge 

20 

75 

Mary  Broughey 

6 

00 

Edward  J.  Roach  . 

8 

00 

Stephen  Sweet 

17 

75 

John  Barrett 

11 

50 

Thomas  Jago 

8 

50 

D.  H.  Ritinger 

4 

50 

Johannah  Lyons 

8 

50 

Charles  River  Shoe  Factory 

23 

30 

Albert  G.  Forsman 

45 

95 

-  $201  19 

Exceeded  appropriation  .  .  1,452  45 


$3,469  35  $3,469  35 


MILITARY  AID. 

By  appropriations  .  .  600  00 

Aid  Paid  various  persons  .  1,706  00 

By  ^  amount  paid  bill  from  the  state  853  00 

Exceeded  appropriation  .  .  .  253  00 


$1,706  00  $1,706  00 
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STATE  AID. 

Aid  Paid  various  persons  .  .  $4,447  00 

By  amount  paid  due  from  the  state  $4,447  00 


INTEREST. 


By  appropriation 

• 

$4,500  00 

Paid  Milford  Savings  Bank 

4,758  23 

National  Hide  &  Leather  Bank  . 

900  00 

Exceeded  appropriation 

• 

1,158  23 

$5,658  23  $5,658  23 


TOWN  DEBT. 

By  appropriation 

• 

$5,000  00 

Paid  Milford  Savings  Bank  Mem.  Hall  note  5,000  00 

“  “  Selectmen’s  note  8,500  00 

Exceeded  appropriation 

• 

$8,500  00 

$13,500  00 

$13,500  00 

TOWN  PARK. 

By  appropriation 

• 

$  200  00 

Addison  Aldrich  labor 

$  30  32 

• 

Hugh  Smith  “ 

15  02 

Thomas  Hickey  “ 

24  21 

J.  F.  Haskell  “ 

17  40 

N.  K.  Sprague  “ 

24  60 

William  Coffee  “  •  . 

3  50 

John  Coffee  “ 

1  60 

A.  S.  Allen,  police  duty 

14  00 

J.  J.  Grothe,  iron  work 

5  41 

Field  Bros.,  lumber 

13  73 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting  . 

11  20 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies 

3  63 

Balance  unexpended 

35  38 

$  200  00 

$  200  00 

WATER  FOR  FIRE  PURPOSES. 

By  appropriation  :  . 

• 

$3,300  00 

Paid  Milford  Water  Co.,  water 

.  $3,236 

97 

Balance  unexpended 

.  63 

03 

13,300 

00 

$3,300  00 

LINCOLN  STREET 

SEWER. 

By  appropriation. 

• 

• 

$  100  00 

Paid  highway  department,  labor 

162 

80 

Exceeded  appropriation 

62  80 

$  162 

80 

$  162  80 

FRANKLIN  STREET. 

By  appropriation. 

• 

• 

$  500  00 

Paid  highway  department,  labor 

231 

20 

- 

David  Ahern,  “  . 

31 

50 

L.  R.  Hazard,  repairs 

25 

00 

W.  H.  Britton,  labor 

42 

63 

Milford  Water  Co.,  hydrant  repairs  6 

61 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber 

1 

29 

Balance  unexpended 

161 

77 

$  500  00  $  500  00 


ENFORCEMENT 

OF  LAW. 

By  appropriation. 

•  • 

$  1,500  00 

Paid  A.  A.  Jenkins,  services 

•  .  900  00 

H.  C.  Snell,  .  “  ^  .  < 

300  00 

Balance  unexpended 

.  .  300  00 

$  1,500  00 

S  1,500  00 

.  .  ^  AID  UNDER  CHAP.  298, 

,  ACTS  OF  1889 . 

By  appropriation 

«  •  • 

^500  00 

Aid  paid  various  persons 

$  878  50 

Exceeded  appropriation 

• 

378  50 

$878  50 

$878  50 

POND  STREET. 

By  appropriation 

«  • 

$1,000  00 

Paid  W.  H.  Britton,  labor 

18  10 

18  10 
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Highway  department,  labor 

$112  45 

David  Abeam,  labor 

20  25 

John  Cuddihy,  curbing 

132  25 

T.  N.  Sherman  &  Co.,  labor,  contract 

613  75 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber 

8  72 

Balance  unexpended 

94  48 

$1,000  00 

$1,000  00 

VOTING  COMPARTMENTS. 

By  appropriation  . 

•  • 

$200  00 

Paid  W.  H.  Briton,  labor  as  per  contract 

148  15 

Balance  unexpended 

51  85 

$200  00 

$200  00 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

By  appropriation 

•  • 

$100  00 

Paid  B.  H.  Montague  for  Post  22,  G.  A.  R. 

$100  00 

VERNON  GROVE  CEMETERY. 

By  appropriation 

•  • 

$100  00 

Paid  H.  C.  Skinner 

$100  00 

VERNON  GROVE  CEMETERY  FENCE. 

By  appropriation 

•  • 

$600  00 

Paid  W.  H.  Britton,  labor 

$390  00 

Milford  Gas  Light  Co.,  tar 

10  50 

R.  C.  Hill,  plank  . 

48  82 

By  cash,  old  fence  sold  . 

•  • 

$15  00 

Balance  unexpended 

165  68 

$615  00 

$615  00 

ARRANGING  TOWN  RECORDS. 

By  appropriation 

•  • 

$250  00 

Paid  Times  Publishing  Co.,  printing  . 

$  3  25 

J.  F.  Hickey,  tape  . 

1  56 

Henry  Willard,  moving  safe 

75 

Samuel  Hobbs  &  Co.,  supplies 

11  25 

Geo.  H.  Jones  &  Co.,  re-binding  records  30  00 

J.  T.  McLougblin,  for  labor 

75  00 

Balance  unexpended 

128  19 

$250  00 


$260  00 


• 
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All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  F.  CLAFLIN, 

E.  L.  WIRES, 

A.  A.  TAFT, 

Selectmen  of  Milford. 

I  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Selectmen  and  Highway 
Surveyors,  and  tind  receipted  bills  for  each  order  drawn  on 
account  of  Highways,  Incidentals,  Gas  and  Street  Lights,  Side¬ 
walks,  Memorial  Day,  Military  Aid,  Interest,  Town  Debt,  Town 
Park,  Water  for  Fire  Purposes,  Vernon  Grove,  Lincoln  Street, 
Franklin  Street,  Enforcement  of  Law,  Aid  Chap.  298,  Pond 
Street,  Arranging  Town  Records,  Care  Burial  Lots,  Voting 
Compartments,  etc.;  they  compare  exactly  with  the  books  and 
vouchers  of  the  Town  Treasurer.  The  above  report  is  in  accord 
therewith.  I  therefore  audit  and  pronounce  same  correct. 

AUSTIN  HOWARD,  Auditor. 

Milford,  Feb.  19,  1890. 
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ASSESSORS’  REPORT. 


Town  appropriations  .... 

$72,550  00 

State  tax  ...... 

5,020  00 

County  tax  ...... 

3,320  00 

1 

$80,890  00 

VALUATION. 

Real  estate  ...... 

$3,807,512  00 

Personal  ...... 

1,036,899  00 

$4,844,411  00 

Town,  County  and  State  assessment 

$80,890  00 

Tax  on  Collector’s  book,  not  including  non-res- 

ident  bank  tax  .... 

80,217  66 

Underlaying  . 

$672  34 

Tax  on  Collector’s  book  .... 

$80,217  66 

Tax  on  valuation  and  polls,  including  $3.70  ordered 

bv  Board  of  Health  .... 

• 

80,215  07 

Collector’s  book  overruns  .  •  .  .  .  $2  59 

Non-resident  bank  tax  '  .  ‘  .  .  .  $4,436  02 

Tax  rate,  $15.50  per  $1000. 

Number  of  polls  (male)  2561. 

“  (female)  2. 

GEORGE  E  STACY, 

T.  J.  CONNORS, 

LEWIS  HAYDEN, 

Assessors  of  Milford. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT 


1886.— Dr. 


Amount  uncollected 

Cr. 

Paid  C.  A.  Cook,  Treasurer 
Uncollected 


.  $403  32 

$106  20 
297  12 

-  $403  32 


«  1887. — Dr. 

Amount  uncollected  .  .  .  $2,030  28 

Interest  .  .  .  .  .  95  11 


Cr. 

Paid  C.  A.  Cook,  Treasurer 

.  $  978  09 

Abatements 

•  • 

2  25 

Uncollected 

•  • 

1,145  05 

Amount  uncollected 

1888.— De. 

•  • 

.  $7,190  62 

Re-assessed 

•  • 

32  22 

Interest 

•  • 

178  63 

Cr. 

Paid  C.  A.  Cook,  Treasurer 

Abatements 

Uncollected 


$4,936  01 
489  68 
1,975  78 


1889. — Dr. 


$2,125  39 


$2,125  39 


$7,401  47 


$7,401  47 


Total  amount  taxes  committed  . 
Interest  .... 
Re-assessed  .  . 

Cr. 


$84,653  68 
70  03 
110  67 

-  $84,834  38 


Paid  C.  A.  Cook,  Treasurer 


$76,595  00 
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Discount  (on  collections  to  Sept.  15,  ’89)  $2,106  01 

Abatements  ....  232  08 

Uncollected  ....  5,901  29 

-  $84,834  38 

M.  J.  REYNOLDS,  Collector. 

Milford,-Feb.  15,  1890. 

I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  M.  J.  Reynolds,  Collector 
of  Taxes,  and  find  the  several  amounts  committed,  interest,  re¬ 
assessed,  discounts,  abatements,  and  uncollected  balances,  as 
above  shown,  to  be  correct. 

AUSTIN  HOWARD,  Auditor. 


-  SIDEWALK 

ASSESSMENTS. 

Total  amount  committed 

Dr. 

•  • 

•  • 

$625  02 

Paid  C.  A.  Cook,  Treasurer 

Cr. 

.  $445  60 

Abatements  . 

• 

3  88 

Cash  on  hand 

• 

20  30 

Uncollected  . 

• 

.  155  24 

$625  02 

M.  J.  REYNOLDS,  Collector. 

Milford,  Feb.  19,  1890. 


The  accounts  of  the  Collector  of  Sidewalk  Taxes  have  been 
examined  by  me,  and  the  balance  as  here  shown  is  correct. 

AUSTIN  HOWARD,  Auditor. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 
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LEWIS  HAYDEN,  Treasurer. 


Clifford  A.  Cook,  Treasurer,  in  Account  with  Town  of  Milford,  Mass. 

To  amount  received,  viz: —  By  amounts  paid,  viz  : — 

Lewis  Hayden  .  .  .  $514  01  Highway  ....  $10,413  43 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT— Continukd. 
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CLIFFORD  A.  COOK,  Treasurer. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Health. 


*  The  Board  of  Health  have  to  report  that  nuisances  to  the 
number  of  over  one  hundred  have  been  investigated  and  abated 
during  the  year  past.  They  have  been  generally  of  small  extent, 
and  the  orders  of  this  Board  for  abatement  have  generally  been 
willingly  complied  with.  This  is  a  noticeable  improvement  over 
former,  particularly  last  year,  when  the  machinery  of  the  law  had 
to  be  frequently  applied,  and  when  over  thirty  dollars  were  ex¬ 
pended  for  writs  and  sheriff’s  fees  alone,  while  this  year  none 
were  needed. 

During  the  year  past  contagious  and  infectious  diseases  have 
been  very  limited  in  number  of  cases,  and  of  a  very  mild  type  in 
our  town  generally,  but  during  the  last  two  months,  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  the  world,  we  have  suffered  severely  from  the 
all-pervading  epidemic  influenza.  It  is  a  matter  of  congratu¬ 
lation,  however,  that  the  death  rate  from  this  disease  and  its 
complications  was  quite  light  here  compared  with  most  of  our 
neighboring  towns  and  cities. 

Malarial  diseases  still  continue  quite  prevalent  during  the 
W'armer  portions  of  the  year,  though  their  violence  seems  to  be 
som*^  what  diminishing,  ,as  compared  with  former  years. 

The  matter  of  the  open  outlet  of  the  sewer  near  the  head  of 
Pond  street  and  the  uncovered  brook  into  which  it  empties  its 
filth,  has  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  townspeople  for 
years  in  the  reports  of  this  Board,  without  any  effect  in  abating 
this  great  nuisance.  That  this  is  a  very  considerable  cause  of 
disease  to  the  town  cannot  be  doubted  when  we  consider  that 
there  is  no  prevention  to  the  sewer  gases  permeating  and  poison¬ 
ing  the  air,  or  of  the  filth  dissolved  in  the  water  penetrating  the 
neighboring  soil.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  ere  long  a  system  of 
sewerage  will  be  undertaken  that  will  abolish  this  great,  as  well 
as  many  minor,  nuisances. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  MACKIN, 

JNO.  M.  EATON, 

M.  P.  BURNS, 

Board  of  Health. 


REPORT  OF 


THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


EXPENSE  AT  THE  FARM. 

Salary  of  Superintendent  .  .  .  $650  00 

Grain  .....  459  65 

Labor  .....  433  50 

Flour  ......  278  35 

Meat  ......  277  66 

Butter  .  .  .  .  .  266  99 

Dry  goods  .....  196  04 

Coal . 181  52 

Horse  .....  166  57 

Clothing  .....  145  27 

Salt  fish .  138  50 

Boots  and  shoes  ....  129  50 

Sugar  .....  119  17 

Hardware  and  farming  tools  .  .  116  64 

Lumber  .  .  ^  .  •  .  109  18 

Cows  ......  105  00 

Fresh  fish  .  .  .  .  .  96  04 

Medicine  .  .  .  .  .  91  88 

Phosphate,  lime  and  jfiaster  .  .  .  80  25 

Tea  .  .  .  .  .  .  73  13 

Baker’s  bread  and  crackers  .  .  .  71  24 

Molasses  .  .  .  .  .  66  91 

Burials  .  .  .  .  .  52  35 

Medical  attendance  .  .  .  .  50  00 

Tobacco  .  .  .  .  .  47  50 

Small  groceries  and  spices  .  .  .  41  58 

Wheelwrighting  new  wheels  and  re[)aii'.s  .  38  40 

Carpenter  woi’k  .  .  .  .  33  90 

Horse  shoeing  and  jobbing  .  .  .  32  27 

Seed  potatoes  ,  .  .  .  28  35 

Harness  ♦  ,  .  .  .  28  00 


40 


Small  bills  paid  during  the  year  by  G.D.Rliodes  $27  19 


Furniture  and  crockery 

23  65 

Soft  soap  .... 

27  50 

Plard  soap  .  .  ... 

21  50 

Beans  ‘  . 

20  75 

Cart  and  harness 

20  00 

Oil . 

15  63 

Bull  ..... 

15  00 

Painters’  supplies 

12  44 

Boar  ..... 

12  00 

Sawing  and  grinding  at  Fisk’s  mills 

11  67 

Repaii-ing  harnesses  . 

11  47 

Salt  ..... 

11  18 

Pasturing  heifers 

11  00 

Team  work  .... 

9  00 

Press  cutting 

7  85 

Cheese  .... 

6  98 

Ox  shoeing  .... 

6  00 

Lard  ..... 

5  63 

Root  cutter  .... 

4  50 

Repairing  sewing  machine  . 

4  15 

Horse  blankets 

4  00 

Brooms  and  mop  handles 

4  00 

Extracting  teeth 

3  75 

Coffee  .  .  o  . 

3  63 

Lemons  .... 

2  83 

Stationery  .... 

2  80 

Cider  barrels  .... 

2  75 

Basket,  pail  and  wash  tub 

2  74 

Cider  making 

2  67 

Milford  Gazette  to  Jan,  1,  1890 

1  90 

Matches  .... 

1  80 

$4,923  30 

INCOME  AT  THE 

FARM. 

Milk  .  .  .  .  • 

.  $1,045  50 

Pigs  ..... 

180  00 

Use  of  bull  .... 

17  00 

Calves  .... 

12  00 

Pie  plant  .... 

5  65 

Use  of  boar  ,  ♦  .  , 

5  00 
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Apples 

Eggs 

Green  peas 
Squashes 
Ice  . 
Cider 


^  4  80 


3  85 
3  50 
1  33 
1  25 
1  00 


$1,280  88 


INMATES  AT  THE  ALMSHOUSE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Age. 

Weeks. 

Age. 

Weeks. 

Michael  Coy, 

72 

52 

Thomas  Hughes, 

67 

52 

James  Boland, 

77 

48 

Patrick  Conway, 

65 

24 

Mary  O’Connell, 

50 

52 

Bridget  McGovern, 

72 

52 

James  Ahern, 

73 

52 

James  Murray, 

6 

52 

Bridget  Caine, 

85 

52 

Jonathan  Onion, 

86 

47 

John  Cook, 

51 

52 

Johanna  O’Hare, 

61 

48 

Arthur  O’Kfeefe, 

50 

52 

Wm.  J.  Blanchard, 

67 

52 

Daniel  McCarthy, 

64 

52 

William  H.  Gabbrie, 

2 

43 

Lydia  Ann  Parkhurst. 

50 

52 

William  Mulcahey, 

40 

22 

Prudence  Burrell, 

78 

52 

John  Batchelder, 

43 

10 

John  Flynn, 

36 

52 

Catherine  Ahern, 

59 

31 

Elizabeth  Gabbrie, 

28 

43 

Matilda  Lovelette, 

17 

20 

Frank  Sergerson, 

78 

52 

Sarah  Blanchard, 

59 

50 

Mary  Sergerson, 

76 

52 

Bridget  Sweeney, 

74 

52 

Patrick  Cunniff, 

77 

52 

Mary  A.  Johnson, 

37 

52 

Ellen  Middleton, 

50 

52 

Ernest  R.  Johnson, 

10 

35 

Mary  E.  Middleton, 

14 

52 

Gertrude  L.  Johnson, 

3 

52 

George  Middleton, 

12 

52 

Josephine  Lovelette, 

1 

16 

James  McCormick, 

74 

52 

Daniel  Griffin, 

37 

11 

Dennis  Pyne, 

50 

52 

Michael  F.  Cain, 

20 

12 

Orra  W.  Cheney, 

29 

15 

Sarah  A.  Cain, 

22 

18 

Johanna  McCarthy, 

73 

52 

Bertha  Cain, 

1 

18 

Joseph  Cain, 

15 

9 

Frank  Sireack, 

14 

32 

Frederick  Cain, 

12 

19 

Joseph  Sireack, 

7 

25 

Fred  H.  Tillottson, 

10 

8 

Emily  Sireack, 

6 

25 

Delia  Delanev, 

26 

.  23 

Charles  A.  Lewis, 

53  3  days 

Rosella  Delaney, 

3 

23 

Nicholas  Frasier, 

46  3  days 

George  C.  Warren, 

46 

11 

John  Fitzsimmons, 

27 

10 

Charles  White, 

39 

45 

Michael  McCarthy, 

70 

42 

Mary  Flagg, 

67 

52 

Mary  Beaty, 

70 

2 

John  Wallace, 

67 

15 

Honor  a  O’Connor, 

42 

3 

42 


\ 


\ 


Edward  McCullum, 

78 

52 

Celia  McDermott, 

21 

3 

Catherine  Wallace, 

57 

25 

Patrick  Ward, 

76 

21 

Michael  Connors,  • 

67 

25 

William  O’Rourke, 

50 

1 

Net  expense  at  the  farm  .  .  .  $3,642  42 

Appraisal  of  Town  Farm  14,600,  Interest  270  00 
“  personal  property  $3,691.20,  Int.  221  47 

- $4,133  89 

Whole  number  admitted  during  the  year  .  ,  68 

Average  number  .  .  .  .  .  .45 

Average  weekly  cost  of  each  person  .  .  .  $1  77 

There  have  been  five  deaths  at  the  Almshouse  during  the 
year,  as  follows  : — 


Age 

May  22,  1889,  Josephine  Lovelette,  Marasmus  9  months 

July  21,  Honora  O’Connor,  Meningitis  .  43  years 

July  22,  Michael  Connors,  Dysentery  .  67  “ 

Dec.  25,  Jonathan  Onion,  Pneumonia  .  86  “ 

Jan.  5,  1890,  James  Boland,  Heart  Failure  .  77  “ 


Persons  Receiving  Aid  in  Milford  Away  from  the  Farm. 


Thos.Barry  (children),  $  99  65 


Mrs.  Wm.  Brenn,  16  00 

Patrick  Butler,  67  65 

James  Boland,  20  14 

Jane  Burns,  49  75 

Mrs.  Patrick  Burns,  53  55 

“  James  Boland,  3  38 

Benjamin  Cottrell,  6  74 

John  Collins,  •  59  30 

Mrs.  Mary  Coy,  84  00 

“  John  Cain,  19  25 

«  Timothy  Carey,  132  35 

“  Charles  Cooper,  179  68 

“  Peter  Collins,  70  03 

Isaac  L.  Claflin,  11  50 

Michael  Callanan,  111  48 

James  Comee,  (children)  146  00 

Sarah  Cain,  38  00 

Mrs.  Patrick  Cloonan,  28  50 

James  Coffey,  12  50 


Margaret  Cronan  for  1888,  7  00 


Michael  Hageney,  $  39  75 
Mrs.  Howard  Holland,  56  80 
Thomas  F.  Hayes,  54  10 

Lucretia  Hayward,  27  86 
Mrs.  Thomas  Hanigan,  3  70 
Mary  Hildreth,  52  50 

Owen  O’Hare,  15  00 

Mrs.  Bernard  King,  46  50 
“  Thomas  Lyons,  83  90 

“  Charles  Murphy,  82  50 

“  Edward  Murphy,  41  00 

“  William  Murphy,  109  25 

“  Bridget  Minon,  16  50 

Thomas  Mullen  (child’n),  42  00 
Mrs.  James  Murray,  7  88 
Kate  McDermott,  82  00 

Nancy  McCool,  126  00 

Patrick  McGrath,  5  90 

Patrick  McQuaid,  85  88 

Edward  McKenna,  100  70 
Mrs*  Patrick  Manion,  103  68 
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Orra  Cheney,  $  1  00 

Winnefred  Casey  for  1888,  2  40 

John  Carroll,  State,  1  50 

Mrs.  David  Doyle,  107  09 

“  William  Dacy,  42  18 

John  Daley,  1888  1  50 

John  Delraan,  59  fc 

Michael  Dunn,  5  00 

Melissa  Daniels,  6  00 

John  Dillon,  30  50 

Thomas  Finn,  52  29 

Mrs.  William  Fahy,  86  55 

William  Fitzgerald,  118  04 

John  Fay,  20  78 

Mrs.  Albert  L.  Fletcher,  82  84 

Ellen  A.  Guild,  78  00 

Mrs.  Andrew  Gilroy,  128  97 

John  J.  Grant,  113  60 

Nellie  Gannon,  9  25 

Laughlin  Gahagan,  Med¬ 
icine  bill  1887,  68  00 

Mrs.  George  Gabbrie,  2  00 


Persons  Belonging  to  Mile 

Mrs.  James  Ahern,  Natick  . 
John  A.  Boyd,  Worcester  . 
Patrick  Boyle,  Boston 
Alvin  Collins,  Medway 
Martin  Coppinger,  City  Hospital, 
George  Curry,  •  “ 

John  Doherty,  Spencer 
Mary  Fitzgerald,  Boston 
Mrs.  Annie  Fay,  Lynn 
Alexander  Fanning,  Spencer 
Patrick  Gilbride,  W orcester 
Alton  Handley,  Natick 
To  be  paid  back,  Northbridge 
John  F.  Moore,  Hopedale 
^harles  J.  Moore,  Worcester 
James  Murphy,  Marlboro 


Mrs.  John  Nugent, 

$  60 

25 

“  Patrick  Nugent, 

82 

70 

Martin  O’Mealv, 

104 

90 

James  O’Regan, 

116 

35 

Hon  ora  O’Connor, 

44 

35 

Mrs. Charles  H.Peterson 

i,  44 

50 

Tliomas  Powers, 

2 

00 

Mrs.  Mary  Quin  bin, 

40 

79 

“  Michael  Quirk, 

48 

87 

“  Dennis  Ryan, 

73 

73 

Michael  B.  Ryan, 

13 

58 

Hugh  Smith, 

24 

59 

Alfred  P.  Remick, 

19 

25 

Moses  Smith, 

1 

90 

Mrs.  William  Tracey, 

124 

00 

Laura  Tucker, 

76 

65 

Jeremiah  Tinan, 

12 

23 

Joseph  Timmins, 

16 

38 

Mrs.  Margaret  Welch, 

4 

50 

Medical  attendance  for 

the  above. 

100 

00 

$4,428  31 

)RD  Aided  in  Other  TowxNS. 

.  $  61  25 
27  55 
71  08 
78  00 

Worcester  35  20 

Boston  .  27  00 

.  108  26 

73  28 
.  110  00 

29.20 
23  66 
6  00 
54  00 
84  25 
18  03 
.  143  16 
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Thomas  Murphy,  Marlboro  . 

.  $  37  00 

Mahann  Children,  Boston 

39  50 

Michael  McGee,  Worcester  . 

20  75 

Michael  McCarthy,  Spencer 

5  05 

Sarah  O’Brien,  Worcester  . 

1  55 

Patrick  Quinn,  City  Hospital,  Lowell 

47  84 

Edward  Sireack,  Holliston  .  0 

45  17 

Charles  R.  Saunders,  City  Hospital,  Worcester  30  00 

Mrs.  James  Small,  Medway  . 

.  162  50 

“  Johanna  Slattery,  Hopkinton  . 

95  75 

“  Daniel  Shea,  Hopkinton 

52  00 

“  Edgar  P.  Smith,  Hanover 

12  50 

Sarah  Tieriian,  Worcester 

5  55 

“  Mary  White,  Franklin 

.  Ill  00 

4 

$1,616 

Persons  Belonging  to  Other  Towns  Aided  in  Milford 

George  W.  Brown,  Uxbridge 

.  $  71  29 

John  Clancy  (Children),  Upton 

.  107  03 

Maria  A.  Claire,  Brookline  . 

64  48 

Richard  Carey,  Boston 

76  52 

John  Cullen,  Medway 

10  70 

Hannah  K.  Thompson  (Cox),  Uxbridge 

8  25 

Mrs.  Jerry  Daley,  Northbridge 

2  29 

“  Francis  P’inn,  Holliston 

.  101  00 

“  Timothy  Murphy,  Natick 

38  35 

Charles  H.  Snowling,  Northbridge  . 

85  78 

Lucy  A.  Tibbetts,  Abington  . 

.  130  00 

Mrs.  Isaac  E.  Welch,  Holliston 

23  00 

Jacob  Jackson,  Franklin 

37  50 

INSANE. 

$756 

19 

Margaret  Bradley, 

$169  46 

Mary  McGurren, 

45 

97 

Henry  Cain, 

169  46 

John  Nugent, 

177 

63 

Caroline  Coughlin, 

216  65 

Abbott  L.  Perry, 

82 

18 

Mary  Connell, 

169  46 

Maria  Ripley, 

169 

47 

Mary  Cleveland, 

169  46 

James  Sullivan, 

169 

46 

Hannah  H.  Davis, 

107  79 

Effie  M.  Brooks, 

18 

57 

Charles  H.  Dunham, 
Jane  Doyle, 

169  46 
54  25 

Lucretia  Hayward, 

35 

32 

Peter  Corrigan, 

.  52  46 

$1,977  05^ 
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s 

STATE  POOR. 

Crohen  Connell, 

$20  35 

William  Harty, 

$  101  75 

Celia  McDermott, 

14  18 

Micliael  Murphy, 

25  50 

Charles  Davis, 

2  60 

Mrs.  David  McIntosh 

26  76 

Charles  M.  Emory, 

17  00 

“  John  Paul, 

1  77 

John  Gillis, 

2  00- 

Thomas  F.  Hynes, 

28  35 

$242  26 

Catherine  E.  Linthlap, 

2  00 

Care  of  826  Tramps  . 

• 

•  •  • 

$29  20 

INCIDENTALS. 


Printing  orders,  notices,  etc.  .  .  6  55 

Books  and  stationery  .  .  .  4  61 

Postage  stamps,  cards  and  envelopes  .  5  10 

Expense  looking  up  unsettled  cases  .  .  11  00 

-  $27  26 

Cash  on  hand  .  .  .  $19  56 


RECEIPTS. 


Orders  drawn  on  C.  A.  Cook, 

Treasurer 

*11,880  50 

Less  State  and  City  of  Boston  money  in 

hands  of  Treasurer 

• 

218  85 

Amount  drawn  from  the  Treasurer 

11,661  65 

Income  at  the  farm 

•  • 

1,280  88 

State 

•  • 

142  33 

Abington  . 

•  • 

130  00 

Boston 

•  • 

143  80 

Holliston  . 

•  • 

107  50 

Upton 

«  * 

104  78 

Brookline 

•  • 

97  18 

Northbridge 

•  • 

94  32 

Uxbridge 

*  • 

85  00 

Military  aid 

•  • 

60  00 

Franklin  . 

•  t 

44  50 

Natick 

•  • 

42  85 

Medway  . 

•  • 

6  95 

Cash  from  1888  . 

•  • 

17  47 

$14,019  21 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Expense  at  the  farm 

$4,923 

30 

Persons  aided  outside  of  the  farm 

OC 

31 

Persons  aided  in  other  towns 

1,616 

08 

Persons  aided  belonging  to  other  towns 

756 

19 

Insane  ..... 

1,977 

05 

State  poor  .... 

242 

26 

Tramps  ..... 

29 

20 

Incidentals  .  . 

27 

26 

Cash  on  hand  .... 

19 

56 

$14,019  21 

BILLS  DUE  MILFORD  FROM  OTHER  TOWNS. 

Upton  .... 

• 

$11  75 

Holliston  .  .  .  . 

• 

16  50 

Northbridge 

• 

8  50 

Brookline  .... 

• 

2  80 

$39  55 

NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  AIDED 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

At  the  farm 

• 

68 

At  the  insane  hospital 

• 

16 

Persons  belonging  to  other  towns 

• 

53 

State  .... 

• 

42 

All  other  persons  .  .  .  ' 

• 

359 

538 

The  Superintendent  and  Matron  are  paid  to  March  1,  1890, 
salary  $650.  The  Town  Physician  is  paid  to  April  1, 1890,  salary 
$150.  The  hired  help  at  the  farm  are  paid  to  January  1,  1890. 
In  the  house  the  repairs  are  in  good  condition  with  the  exception 
of  the  upper  hall  floor,  which  will  probably  require  to  be  relaid 
the  coming  year.  The  bedding  and  bed-clothing  are  now  in 
good  condition,  as  regards  both  quantity  and  comfort. 

At  the  barn,  we  would  suggest  that  an  appropriation  be 
made  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  it,  as  the  space  is  insufficient 
for  the  cattle,  and  also  for  storage  of  the  hay,  etc. 
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All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

CHESTER  L.  CLARK, 

JOHN  SMITH, 

PHILIP  P.  O’DONNELL, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

The  books  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the  year  ending 
Feb.  1,  1890,  have  been  examined  by  me,  vouchers  for  money  ex¬ 
pended  have  been  shown,  and  I  hereby  certify  that  the  accounts 
as  shown  in  the  accompanying  report  are  correct. 

AUSTIN  HOWARI), 

Auditor. 


REPORT  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


S12  74 

$3,480  50 
900  00 
169  50 

-  $4,500  00 

$  5  00 


9  24 
5  00 


42  24 

-  $61  48 


$4,574  22 

EXPENDITURES. 

Bills  contracted  by  Board  of  1888,  previous  to  Feb.  1, 

1889,  paid  from  Appropriations  of  1889,  by  the 


Board  of  1888 : — 

L.  E.  Belknap,  bills  Sept.  8,  Oct.  11, 

1888  .  .  .  .  $  3  00 

T.  C.  Eastman,  bills  Oct.  18,  1888  .  3  00 

C.  M.  Thayer  &  Co.,  bills  March  6, 

June  30,  July  18,  1888,  Jan.  29, 

1889  .  .  .  .  1  22 

B.  Montague,  bills  Feb.  1,  1889  *  4  00 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  Feb.  1,  1889 

Appropriations : — 

Pay  of  members 

Incidentals  .... 

Repairs 

Received  from  Martin  Broderick,  sale  of 

ladders 

Milford  Shoe  Co.  sale  of 
tickets,  N.  Y.  &  N.  E. 
R.  R.,  not  used  by  the 
Dept.  Nov.  28,  1889 
Milford  Water  Co.  re¬ 
bate  on  water 
City  of  Boston,  transpor¬ 
tation  of  members  Nov. 
28,  1889 
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$57  60 


9  40 

40  16 
1  00 
8  33 


7  12 
1  75 

155  25 

3  37 


11  20 

-  $306  40 

Bills  contracted  after  Feb.  1,  1889,  paid  by  Board  of 
1888:— 


Pay  of  Members  to  May  7,  1889. 


Steamer  No.  1 

♦  •  • 

$227  50 

Hose  No.  1 

•  •  '  .  • 

227  50 

Hose  No.  2 

•  •  • 

227  50 

Hose  No.  4 

•  •  • 

227 "50 

Hook  &  Ladder 

•  •  • 

300  00 

Board  of  Engineers 

•  •  • 

132  50 

Henry  Willard,  Engineer  of  Steamer  1 

87  50 

N.  B.  Fairbanks  “ 

“  2 

80  00 

F.  W.  Walker,  driver  Steamer  No.  1 

43  74 

John  Casey,  “ 

Hose  No.  2 

16  66 

G.  H.  Whiting,  “ 

“  2 

8  33 

J.  J".  Hennessey,  “ 

“  1 

12  50 

T.  Quirk,  bills  Sept.  20,  Sept.  25,  Sept. 
28,  Nov.  22,  Dec.  6,  1888,  Jan.  4, 
1889  .  .  .  . 

H.  S.  Cushman,  bills  April  18,  June  25, 
Aug.  13,  Sept.  8,  Sef>t.  22,  Oct.  1, 
Oct.  4,  Oct.  5,  Nov.  26,  Dec.  10, 
1888  .  .  .  . 

Electric  Light  &  Power  Co.,  bills  Dec. 

31,  1888,  Jan.  30,  1889  . 

L.  Grow,  bill  Sept.  10,  1888 
John  Casey,  bill  Feb.  1,  1889  . 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  bills  May  23,  July 
14,  Aug.  20,  Sept.  28,  Oct.  1,  Nov. 
5,  1888  .  .  .  . 

John  Shortall,  bill  Oct.  5, 1888 
Boston  Woven  Hose  Co.,  bills  Oct.  29, 
Nov.  1,  Nov.  15,  1888 
Geo.  D.  Wellington,  bills  Nov.  27,  Dec. 
1,  Dec.  13,  1888  . 

Henry  Willard,  bills  Nov.  1,  Nov.  12, 
Dec.  10,  Dec.  22,  1888,  Jan.  14, 
Jan.  29,  1889 '  .  '  . 
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G.  H.  Thompson)  steward  Hose  No.  1  . 

F.  J.  Rockwood,  “  2  . 

John  Keelon,  “  “  4  . 

J.  T.  Kelley,  “  Hook  &  Ladder  Co. 


$21  50 
21  50 
21  50 
20  00 


$1,675  73 


l7icidentals. 


Milford  Water  Co. 

$19  50 

T.  Quirk  . . 

6  40 

James  A.  Boyce  .... 

75 

P.  P.  O’Donnell  .... 

24  00 

D.  R.  Johnson  .  . 

3  00 

L.  E.  Belknap  .... 

1  50 

J.  T.  Kelley 

1  00 

O.  D.  Holmes  .... 

4  00 

John  J.  Manning  .... 

93 

John  Shortall  .... 

1  25 

Geo.  D.  Wellington 

60 

Henry  Willard  .... 

7  85 

H.  M.  Carpenter  .... 

15  00 

Milford  Electric  Light  &  Power  Co. 

40  16 

P.  J.  Donohoe  .... 

1  65 

Fox,  McDormand  &  Co.,  ladders 

109  60 

Fire  Wards. 

D.  E.  Casey  .... 

$19  20 

John  Pratt  .  .  ■  . 

14  80 

Philip  H.  Slattery 

2  00 

James  F.  Baxter  .... 

1  20 

John  Lally  .... 

1  20 

Michael  Burke  .... 

1  20 

Michael  Sullivan  .... 

1  20 

E.  Riely  ..... 

1  20 

C.  O’Connell  .... 

1  20 

James  Manning  .  '  . 

1  20 

Jeremiah  Davoren 

4  80 

Wm.  Davoren  .... 

4  80 

Edw.  Davoren  .... 

4  80 

James  Conlin  .... 

4  80 

Henry  Conlin  .... 

2  40 

Charles  Earley  .  .  <  . 

1  20 

$237  19 
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IN’.  Lunstrom  .  .  .  .  ^3  00 

W.  C.  Steele  .  .  .  .  1  20 

E.  B.  Bates  .  .  .  .  1  20 

Dexter  Cushman  .  .  .  .  5  20 

-  $77  80 

Bills  contracted  by  Board  of  1888,  previous  to  Feb.  1, 

1889,  paid  by  the  present  Board: — 

C.  A.  Hoyt,  bills  Dec.  1,  Dec.  8,  1888  .  $3  20 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  Jan.  21,  Jan.  30, ’88  1  GO 


Bills  contracted  by  Board  of  1888  after  Feb.  1, 
1889,  paid  by  the  present  Board: — 


Incidentals, 

M.  W.  Edwards,  teams  for  Engineers  .  10  00 

Electric  Light  &  Power  Co.  .  .  20  08 

H.  S.  Cushman,  bills  dated  Feb.  5,  Apr. 

12,  Apr.  17,  1889  .  .  .  29  10 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  bills  dated  Feb.  9, 

Feb.  14,  March  27  .  .  1  95 

M.  W.  Edwards,  horses  for  H.  &  L.  .  50  00 

-  $115  93 


Fire  Wa7'ds. 


C.  F.  Davis  ....  2  40 

J.  C.  Davis  .  .  .  .  3  20 

Daniel  Pratt  .  .  .  .  1  60 

James  Pyne  .  .  .  .  1  60 

Thomas  Donivan  .  .  .  .  2  40 

George  Pyne  .  .  .  .  2  40 


Bill  contracted  by  Board  of  1886,  paid  by  the  present 
-  Board : — 

L.  R.  Hazard,  vitriol  .  .  .  $1  00 


$13  60 


$1  00 


$2,121  25 


Pay  of  Members  to  Nov.  1,  1889,  and  Incidentals  Con¬ 
tracted  TO  Feb.  1,  1890,  Paid  by  the  Present  Board. 

M.  W.  Edwards,  horses  for  hook  and  ladder  $50  00 
J.  A.  Rice,  sponges  and  chamois  .  .  85 

Milford  Electric  L.  P.  Co.,  lighting  .  96  49 
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Alonzo  Perham,  sawing  slabs  .  .  $  2  50 

E.  R.  Richmond,  oil  polish  .  .  3  50 

King  Bros.,  rubber  coat  .  .  .  5  00 

H.  E.  Chadwick,  hitches  .  .  .  10  00 

Charles  Allen,  hitches  and  trip  .  .  23  50 

A.  J.  Morse,  coupling  rings  .  .  6  00 

Milford  Daily  News,  advertising  .  .  1  00 

Adams  Express  Co.,  express  on  steamer 

wheel  to  Manchester  and  return  .  3  60 

L.  Grow,  repairs  .  .  .  .  6  35 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies  .  .  27  44 

Manchester  Locomotive  Works,  repairs  .  28  12 

American  Steam  Gauge  Co.,  repairs  .  3  15 

T.  C.  Eastman,  slabs  .  .  .  3  00 

H.  S.  Cushman,  harness,  whip,  express  and 

repairs  .  .  .  .  75  75 

Cook  &  Sons,  advertising  .  .  .  1  00 

G.  M.  Billings,  paper  and  envelopes  .  4  00 

G.  A.  Sherborne,  freight,  cart  and  horses 

1  for  steamer  .  .  .  .  14  39 

J.  Hinman,  repair  of  fire  extinguisher  and 

charges  .  .  .  .  34  00 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water  .  .  .  24  00 

F.  W.  Mann,  brass  screw  ...  60 

J.  A.  Simpson,  lumber  and  labor  .  .  10  35 

P.  P.  O’  Donnell,  horse  for  hose  4  and  team 

for  Engineers  .  .  .  32  00 

J.  H.  Scott,  incidental  expenses  .  .  9  94 

M.  J.  Buckley,  .  .  4  10 

O.  D.  Holmes,  ringing  alarm  and  watching  7  00 

J.  D.  Gillis,  repair  of  firemen’s  coats  .  30  00 

W.  E.  Phillips,  concreting  .  :  5  50 

George  Julian,  labor  .  .  .  2  00 

Henry  Willard,  labor  and  repairs  .  .  8  25 

H.  A.  Barney,  coal  .  .  .  .  51  89 

C.  M.  Thayer,  kerosene  oil  .  .  .  92 

T.  E.  Morse,  glazing  .  .  .  6  75 

J.  F.  Hickey,  comforter  and  blanket  .  7  00 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  coal  for  steamers  .  12  89 

D.  B.  Rock  wood,  repairs  .  .  .-  1  00 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  gas  .  .  .  97  60 


Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  repairs  of  Foster  res¬ 
ervoir  •  .  .  .  .  $  26  78 

N.  B.  Fairbanks, pumping  water  from  same  3  00 
N.  Y.  &.  N.  E.  R.  R.,  transportation  of 

men  to  fire  in  Boston  .  .  52  80 

Eureka  Fire  Hose  Co.,  hose  .  .  550  00 

E.  C.  Claflin,  repairs  on  roof  of  steamer 

house  .  .  .  .  2  70 

J.  A.  Simpson,  repairs  on  roof  of  steamer 

house  .  .  •  .  60  05 

French  Bros.,  repairs  on  roof  of  steamer 

house  .  .  .  .  10  54 

W.  H.  Hooker,  repairs  on  roof  of  steamer 

house  .  .  .  .  34  95 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  changing  from  electric 


lights  to  gas  .  .  .  60  47 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber  for  alterations  at  steam¬ 
er  house  .  .  .  .  17  48 

G.  C.  Buck,  collars  at  steamer  house  .  5  00 

Charles  E.  Berry,  snaps  at  steamer  house  4  60 

J.  F.  Haskell,  harnesses  at  steamer  house  .  15  00 

D.  B.  Bockwood,  repairs  at  steamer  house  2  64 

J.  J.  Grothe  “  “  “  .  5  10 

Postage  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 

- $1,563  46 


Pay  of  Members. 


Board  of  Engineers 

•  •  • 

1  147  50 

N.  B.  Fairbanks 

•  •  • 

87  50 

Steamer  No.  2 

•  •  • 

227  50 

Hose  No.  1 

•  •  • 

227  50 

Hose  No.  2 

•  •  • 

227  50 

Hose  No.  4 

•  • 

227  50 

Hook  and  Ladder  . 

•  •  • 

300  00 

F.  J.  Rockwood,  steward  Hose  No.  2 

21  50 

G.  H.  Thompson,  “ 

No.  1 

21  50 

M.  Hanigan,  “ 

No.  4 

21  50 

John  Kelly,  “ 

Hook  and  Ladder 

20  00 

J.  J.  Hennessy,  driver 

Hose  No.  1  . 

7  00 

L.  E.  Doliff, 

No.  1  . 

7  25 

F.  M.  Walker,  “ 

Steamer  No.  2  . 

131  26 
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Oeorge  11.  Whiting,  driver  Hose  No.  2 
Matthew  Burns,  fire  police 
James  Howard,  “ 

Henry  Willard,  engineer  No.  1 


$112  50 
2  00 
2  00 
43  76 


Appropriation,  Pay  of  Members,  May  1,  1889 
Paid  by  Board  of  1888 


$1,835  26 
$3,430  50 
$1,675  73 


Pay  of  members  from  May  1,  1889  to  Nov.  1, 

1889  ....  $1,835  26 

Balance  on  hand  May  1,  1889  .  .  1,754  77 

Exceeded  .  .  .  $  80  49 

Appropriation,  incidentals  and  repairs 
Spent  by  Board  of  1888  from  Feb.  1,  1889  to 
May  1,  1889 


$1,754  77 


$1,069  50 
751  92 


Balance  for  nine  months  . 
Cost  of  incidentals  and  repairs 
Balance  on  hand,  May  1,  1889 


$317  58 

$1,563  46 
317  58 


Exceeded 


$1,245  88 


RECAPITULATION. 


Exceeded  on  pay  of  members 

“  incidentals  and  repairs 


Balance  on  hand,  Feb.  1,  1889 
Cash  from  sundries . 


$  80  49 
1,245  88 


$1,326  37 

$12  74 
61  48 

-  74  22 


Net  excess 


$1,252  15 

M.  J.  BUCKLEY,  Treasurer. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Pay  of  members  .  .  .  , 

Incidentals  and  repairs  .  .  .  . 

Hose  ..... 

Fall  Parade  .  .  .  .  , 


$3,526  50 
1,200  00 
500  00 
100  00 


$5,326  50 
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ROLL  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 


JOHN  H.  SCOTT, 
J.  T.  BERRILL, 

P.  P.  O’DONNELL, 
A.  R.  CHENEY, 

M.  J.  BUCKLEY, 


Chief  Engineer 
Assistant  Engineer 
Assistant  Engineer 
Assistant  Engineer 
Clerk  and  Treasurer 


Aaron  Claflin  Steamer  Co.,  No.  2. — Foreman,  Nahum 
Gaskiil;  assistant  foreman,  James  A.  Boyce;  engineer,  Nahum  B. 
Fairbanks;  stoker,  Wm.  A.  Fairbanks;  driver,  Fred  M.  Walker; 
hosemen,  W.  P.  Leland,  A.  H.  Smith,  Wm.  Brown,  J.  H.  Morse, 
F.  H.  Bassford,  Wm.  Struthers,  Amasa  Smith,  Walter  Bradbury, 
Wm.  Chaison,  Albert  S.  Allen. 

Milford  Steam  Fire  Engine  Co.,  No.  1. — In  reserve.  En¬ 
gineer,  H.  E.  Rockwood.  ' 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Co.,  No.  1. — Foreman,  S.  W.  Blunt; 
first  assistant,  H.  I.  Benney;  second  assistant,  E.  G.  Hubbard; 
clerk  and  treasurer,  John  J.  Hennessy;  steward,  G.  H.  Thompson; 
hosemen,  H.  L.  Willard,  E.  B.  Bates,  C.  A.  Morey,  C.  L.  Wither- 
ell,  L.  E.  Doliff,  W.  M.  Miller,  W.  A.  Ide,  C.  F.  Hill,  A.  D.  White, 
J.  L.  Lilley. 

Washington  Hose  Co.,  No.  2. — Foreman,  L.  E.  Belknap; 
first  assistant,  T.  F.  Martin;  second  assistant,  Emmons  Fletcher; 
clerk,  W.  J.  Pyne;  steward,  F.  J.  Rockwood;  hosemen,  P.  J.  Con¬ 
nors,  John  Mathews,  Bart.  Harrington,  E.  J.  Dalton,  T.  F.  Calla¬ 
han,  J.  J.  Ring,  A.  B.  Montague,  F.  L.  Richardson,  E.  B.  Quinn, 
Geo.  Mellett. 

William  C.  Gillman  Hose  Co.,  No.  4.— Foreman,  Geo. 
Julian;  firSt  assistant,  Wm.  H.  Curtin;  second  assistant,  D.  J. 
O’Connor;  clerk  and  treasurer,  C.  A.  Cheney;  steward,  M.  Hani- 
gan;  hosemen,  M.  Higgins,  J.  Keelon,  J.  Herlihy,  T.  Hanigan, 
Chas.  Voyer,  R.  Hoey,  C.  Collins,  B.  Hersey,  J.  Ahern,  T.  Shea. 

Excelsior  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,  No.  1. — Foreman,  T.  J. 
Connor;  first  assistant,  James  Lally,  Jr.;  clerk,  T.  F.  Connors; 
treasurer,  M.  H.  Sullivan;  steward,  J.  T.  Kelley;  ladderrnen,  P.  F. 
Callery,  E.  Roach,  M.  Burke,  J.  Baxter,  L.  V.  Corbett,  J.  O’Neil, 
J.  Callery,  T.  F.  Waters,  P.  F.  Slattery,  M.  Kirby,  W.  Place,  W. 
Cratty,  P.  H.  Gaffney,  S.  C.  Quirk,  J.  L.  Keefe. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  PROPERTY. 

Milford  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  1,  in  fair  condition,  the 
boiler  having  been  nine  years  in  use  and  the  flues  more  or  less 
burnt  at  a  jDast  fire. 

Aaron  Claflin  Steamer  No.  2,  in  fair  condition.  The  boiler 
has  been  in  use  seventeen  years.  The  average  guarantee  of  a 
boiler  to  do  good  work  is  about  ten  years,  so  that,  in  case  of  a 
serious  conflagt  ation,  it  is  a  question  whether  they  could  do  good 
and  eflieient  woi  k.  Botli  the  steamers  are  fully  equipped  with 
the  necessary  ap])liances. 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Carriage,  No.  1,  in  good  repair,  with  the 
necessary  equipments. 

Washington  Hose  Carriage  No.  2,  in  good  rei^air,  with  the 
necessary  equipments. 

Wm.  C.  Gillman  Hose  Carriage  No.  4,  in  good  repair,  with 
the  necessary  equipments. 

Excelsior  Hook  &  Ladder  Truck,  in  good  repair,  with  neces¬ 
sary  equipments. 

Engineer’s  Room  and  Furniture  for  Same. 

There  are  four  buildings  owned  and  occupied  by  the  depart¬ 
ment;  one  on  South  Main  street,  occupied  by  Steamers  Nos.  1 
and  2,  in  fair  condition;  one  on  Spruce  street,  occupied  by  Hose 
Nos.  1  and  2,  in  fair  condition;  one  on  Central  street,  occupied 
by  Hose  No.  4,  in  good  condition;  one  at  corner  of  Spruce  and 
Main  streets,  occupied  by  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,  in  poor  condi- 
tiun,  and  not  adapted  for  its  present  use. 

( 

Report  or  Hose. 

We  have  hose  in  good  condition  amounting  to  4,750  feet, 
distributed  as  follows:  Hose  No.  4,  950  ft.;  Hose  No.  1,  1,450  ft.; 
Hose  No.  2,  1,250  ft.;  Steamer,  1,100  ft.;  total,  4,750  ft. 

To  put  the  department  where  it  belongs  in  regard  to  hose, 
6,300  feet  is  needed,  as  follows;  Hose  No.  4,  1,300  ft.;  Hose  No. 
1,  1,600  ft.;  Hose  No.  2,  1,600  ft.;  Steamer,  1,800  ft.;  total, 
6,300  ft. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 

There  were  flve  general  alarms  of  fire  during  the  year  ending 
February  1,  1890,  and  four  still  alarms. 
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The  total  value  of  buildings,  as  near  as  could  be 
obtained,  was  .... 

The  total  value  of  contents,  as  near  as  could  be 
obtained,  was  .... 

The  total  insurance  on  buildings  was  . 

“  contents  “  . 

The  total  damage  to  buildings  was  . 

“  “  contents  “ 

The  total  insurance  paid  on  buildings  was  . 

“  “  “  contents  “ 


$32,500  00 

9,075  00 
19,650  00 
5,250  00 
670  00 
1,048  00 
582  00 
648  00 


Maech  5,  1889.  Wooden  building  owned  by  Mary  Connely, 
occupied  by  Mary  Connely  and  Mrs.  Bolan,  valued  at  $1,000; 
insurance,  $850 ;  no  damage ;  no  insurance  paid.  Contents  valued 
at  $275;  insurance,  $150;  no  damage;  no  insurance  paid.  Cause, 
chimney. 

March  14.  Brush  land  owned  by  George  Bros.,  valued  at 
$800 ;  no  insurance ;  no  damage.  Cause,  unknown. 

March  22.  Wood  and  brick  building  owned  by  A.  Claflin 
and  occupied  by  L.  Grow,  J.  Lilly  and  Wm.  Emery  as  blacksmith, 
harness  and  carriage  trimming  shops;  valued  at  $2,000;  no  insur¬ 
ance;  damage,  $50;  no  insurance  paid.  Contents  valued  at  $1,300; 
damage,  $100 ;  no  insurance.  Cause,  spark  from  chimney. 

March  29.  Wooden  building  owned  and  occupied  as  dwell¬ 
ing  by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Burke;  valued  at  $4,000;  insurance,  $1,500; 
damage,  $75;  insurance  paid,  $37.  Contents  valued  at  $2,000; 
damage,  $100;  no  insurance.  Caused  by  lamp  exploding  and 
setting  fire  to  a  bed. 

April  15.  Brush  land  owned  by  Jones  Bros.,  H.  E.  Morgan 
and  R.  Hill;  valued  at  $1,200;  no  damage;  no  insurance.  Cause 
unknown. 


April  30.  Wooden  building  Owned  and  occupied  as  a  liquor 
store  by  Mortimer  Howard ;  valued  at  $2,500  ;  insured  for  $1,500; 
damage,  $400;  insurance  paid,  $400.  Contents  valued  at  $800; 
damage,  $800;  insurance,  $1,000;  insurance  paid,  $500.  Cause, 
supposed  incendiary. 

May  1.  Wooden  building  owned  and  occupied  as  dwelling 
by  Timothy  Shea ;  valued  at  $4,000 ;  insurance,  $3,500 ;  damage, 
$20;  insurance  paid,  $20.  Contents  valued  at  $1,000;  insurance, 
$700;  damage,  $25;  insurance  paid,  $25.  Cause,  explosion  of  oil 
stove. 
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Nov.  3.  Wooden  building  owned  by  Trustees  Methodist 
Church  and  occupied  as  a  church;  value,  $15,000;  insurance, 
$11,500;  damage,  $25;  insurance  paid,  $25.  Contents  valued  at 
$2,500 ;  insurance,  $2,200 ;  damage,  $23 ;  insurance  paid,  $23* 
Cause,  incendiary. 

Nov.  15.  Wooden  building,  owned  and  occupied  as  a  dwell¬ 
ing  by  C.  A.  Hoyt ;  valued  at  $2,000  ;  insurance,  $800 ;  damage, 
$100 ;  insurance  paid,  $100.  Contents  valued  at  $1,200 ;  insurance, 
$1,000;  damage  $100;  insurance  paid,  $100.  Cause,  explosion  of  ker¬ 
osene  lamp. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  the  foregoing  report  we  do  not  intend  to  throw  discredit 
on  our  predecessors,  but  simply  to  show  the  true  condition  of 
the  financial  portion  of  the  department  as  we  found  it  when  we 
took  control.  Our  first  act  was  to  test  the  hose  ;  we  found 
only  3700  feet  in  good  condition;  the  balance,  900  feet,  not 
being  able  to  stand  ordinary  fire  pressure.  This  necessitated  our 
buying  1050  feet  of  woven  jacket  hose  at  an  expense  of  $550. 
The  steamer  house  on  South  Main  street  we  found  in  a  bad  con¬ 
dition,  the  roof  leaking  badly  around  the  eave-troughs,  caus¬ 
ing  considerable  damage  to  the  steamers  and  equipments.  This 
necessitated  a  further  outlay  of  $108.24  to  repair  the  same. 

W e  also  found  that  the  fire  extinguishers  carried  on  Hook  and 
Ladder  truck  were  practically  worthless,  not  having  been  charged 
for  about  three  years.  These  we  had  put  in  first  class  condition 
at  an  expense  of  $30. 

In  July  we  were  notified  by  the  Milford  Electric  Light  & 
Power  Co.  that  they  would  discontinue  lighting  the  department 
after  11  p.  m.,  and  as  this  was  the  time  the  lights  were  needed 
mopt,  arrangements  were  made  to  use  gas.  This  caused  a  still 
further  extra  expense,  amounting  to  $60.47  for  gas  piping,  the 
pipes  having  been  removed  partly,  if  not  wholly,  from  the  Hook 
and  Ladder  house  and  Hose  house  on  Spruce  street,  on  account  of 
repairing  one  and  moving  the  other.  The  other  houses  were  put 
in  repair  at  a  nominal  sum. 

The  abutters  on  the  Foster  reservoir,  so  called,  notified  us 
that  the  cover  of  ^ame  was  in  a  dangerous  condition,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  repair  it  at  a  cost  of  $29.78. 

In  conclusion,  wish  to  express  our  sincere  thanks  to  the 
members  of  tfie  depaUment  for  their  kind  assistance  rendered  to 
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put  the  department  in  good  condition,  also  to  the  citizens  in  gen¬ 
eral  who  have  assisted  us  so  willingly  when  called  upon.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  year  we  have  helped  to  perfect  the  working  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  by  buying  swing  harnesses  for  engineers’  wagon  and  for  the 
companies  not  having  them,  and  have  made  alterations  at  the 
steamer  house,  whereby  the  steamer,  in  case  of  an  alarm,  can  be 
on  its  way  to  the  fire  in  15  seconds. 

We  do  not  wish  to  go  into  any  extended  remarks  in  regard 
to  a  fire  alarm  telegraph,  as  any  citizen  interested  in  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  Town  against  fire  knows  that  our  present  system  of 
getting  the  location  of  a  fire  promptly  is  not  what  it  should  be. 
We  have  caused  an  article  to  be  inserted  in  the  Town  warrant, 
asking  for  an  appropriation  to  establish  a  system  of  fire  alarm  tel¬ 
egraph,  and  shall  be  ready  to  answer  any  questions  relating  to 
the  same,  and  make  such  statements  as  are  necessary  to  explain 
its  benefits,  etc. 

JOHN  H.  SCOTT,  Chief, 

J.  T.  BERRILL,  1st  Assistant, 

ALBERT  R.  CHENEY,  2d  Assistant, 

M.  J.  BUCKLEY,  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
PHILIP  P.  O’DONNELL, 

Board  of  Engineers. 
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Trustees  of  the  Town  Library. 


Charles  A.  Dewey,  John  P.  Nealon,  Term  expires  1890 
Natha.niel  F.  Blake,  Owen  F.  Crouch wELL,Term  expires  1891 
Valentine  N.  Ryan,  Nathan  W.  Heath,  Term  expires  1892 

CHARLES  A.  DEWEY,  Chairman, 

OWEN  F.  CROUGHWELL,  Secretary, 
VALENTINE  N.  RYAN,  Treasurer, 

NATHANIEL  F.  BLAKE,  Librarian. 

The  number  of  books  taken  out  of  our  town  library  during 
the  past  year  is  about  the  same  as  that  of  the  year  previous. 
Both  years  sho  w  a  large  falling  off  in  the  circulation  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  average  of  the  five  years  preceding,  the  difference 
being  about  seven  thousand  volumes.  What  has  caused  such  a 
marked  decrease  in  circulation  it  is  difficult  to  say.  It  may  be  due  in 
part  to  the  recent  formation  of  magazine  clubs,  or  from  increased 
devotion  to  the  daily  newspapers,  or  some  other  occult  cause,  or 
to  divers  causes  combined.  Whatever  the  reason,  the  result  is 
much  to  be  regretted.  However  important  it  may  be  to  keep 
well  informed  as  to  current  events,  or  to  peruse  our  attractive 
and  popular  magazines,  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  read  nothing  be¬ 
sides.  Certainly  our  town  library  contains  an  abundance  of 
books  that  will  yield  much  larger  returns,  whether  one  reads  for 
profit  or  pleasure. 

We  have  an  excellent  library  and  one  that  is  imjiroving  year 
by  year.  While  our  means  for  the  purchase  of  new  books  have 
been  somewhat  limited,  the  Trustees  have  endeavored  to  make 
the  best  use  of  them,  and  have  taken  pains  to  select  the  most  de¬ 
sirable  books  in  the  various  departments  of  literature.  We  have 
just  purchased  a  considerable  number  of  books  of  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  interest,  and  we  trust  the  coming  year  will  show  a  stronger 
inclination  on  the  part  of  our  people  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  of  our  public  library. 

We  earnestly  recommend  an  appropriation  by  the  Town  of 
six  hundred  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the  library. 

C.  A.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  THE  Trustees  op  the  Town  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  I  hereby  submit  the  report  of  tlie  library  for 
thoyear  ending  Jan.  31,  1890. 

The  circulation  for  the  year  from  Feb.  1,  1889  to  Jan.  31, 
1890  was  20,009  volumes.  The  largest  daily  circulation,  Feb.  3, 
1890,  247,  and  the  smallest  April  26,  1889,  7.  The  following  is 
the  classified  list : — 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

Total. 

Feb., 

1889 

55 

41 

2 

45 

35 

907 

51 

9 

11 

769 

1925 

Mch., 

(( 

57 

44 

10 

58 

38 

1075 

47 

8 

10 

671 

1 

2019 

Apr., 

a 

35 

4.0 

T-. 

33 

27 

1043 

59 

5 

14 

527 

1785 

May, 

u 

22 

44 

33 

29 

963 

43 

2 

10 

339 

1485 

June, 

(( 

14 

29 

34 

32 

993 

56 

4 

5 

263 

5 

1435 

July, 

u 

18 

36 

40 

32 

959 

72 

2 

8 

258 

1 

1 426 

Aug., 

a 

19 

23 

2 

28 

18 

960 

91 

4 

12 

347 

1 

1505 

Sept., 

u 

39 

28 

1 

38 

23 

867 

65 

7 

14 

339 

1421 

Oct., 

i,i 

43 

48 

59 

33 

934 

71 

S 

8 

490 

161)4 

Nov., 

a 

40 

38 

1 

73 

27 

1099 

92 

5 

14 

488 

1877 

Dec., 

39 

38 

4 

51 

21 

982 

65 

4 

10 

444 

1658 

Jan., 

1890 

41 

42 

3 

82 

27 

1039 

66 

7 

16 

455 

1 

1779 

Totals, 

422 

453 

23 

574 

342 

11821 

778 

65 

132 

5390 

9 

20009 

Number  of  days  open,  304;  average .  daily  circulation, 
65  volumes ;  amount  received  for  fines,  $49.68 ;  for  cata¬ 
logues,  $3.65 ;  total,  $53.33. 

The  library  contains  as  by  last  report,  7,738  volumes,  dupli¬ 
cates  not  included.  There  have  been  added  during  the  year  273 
volumes,  classified  as  follows :  History,  26  ;  Biography,  38  ;  Trav¬ 
els,  12  ;  Science,  24  ;  Fiction,  67  ;  Miscellaneous,  27  ;  Poetry,  3  ; 
Juvenile,  30  ;  Public  Documents,  46.  Present  number,  8,011  vol¬ 
umes.  Of  the  number  added,  221  volumes  were  purchased ;  13 
volumes  by  binding  Patent  Office  Gazettes  and  Indices ;  1  vol¬ 
ume  by  binding  Groton,  (Mass.)  Historical  Series;  2  volumes  by 
Exchange  of  History  of  Milford  with  the  Towns  of  Medway  and 
Sudbury.  There  have  also  been  purchased  53  volumes  to  replace 
worn-out  books. 
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Statement  of  Additions  fob  the  Year  and  How  I^rocured. 

Volumes.  Pamphlets. 

13  6 

6 
5 
2 

2  4 

1 
2 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

14 
2 

221 


273  15 

The  library  has  received  weekly  from  the  Patent  office  the 
Official  Gazette,  and  from  the  United  Friends’  Society,  monthly. 
The  Manifesto,  the  official  publication  of  that  society. 

Respectfully  yours, 

» 

N.  F.  BLAKE,  Librarian. 
REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


V.  N.  Ryan,  Treasurer, 


In  account  with  Milford  Town  Library. 

Dr. 

Balance  from  last  year’s  report 

.  $  186  67 

Town  appropriation 

600  00 

One  half  dog-tax 

383  96 

Fines  and  catalogues 

63  33 

$1,123  96 


State  of  Massachusetts  . 

Fish  Commissioner,  U.  S. 

Census  Bureau  “  . 

Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  U.  S. 
Commissioner  of  Education,  “ 

War  Department  “ 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  U.  S. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  “ 

“  Agriculture,  “ 

Public  Library,  Worcester,  Mass. 

City  “  Lowell,  “ 

Malden  “  Malden,  “ 

Lawrence  “  Lawrence,  “ 

Fall  River  Library,  h’all  River,  Mass.  . 
Macullar,  Parker  &  Co.,  Boston 
Henry  Cook,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  . 
Wilford  Woodruff,  Salt  Lake  City 
Binding  pamphlets 

Exchanges  with  Medway  and  Sudbury 
Purchases  .... 


i 
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Ck. 

James  A.  Gilmore,  librarian 

.  $  50  00 

N.  F.  Blake,  “ 

250  00 

Express 

4  60 

Milford  Electric  Light  Co.  . 

.  '  54  76 

Milford  Gas  Co. 

• 

49  02 

Supplies 

18  03 

Printing  .  .  >  . 

4  75 

Binding  books 

33  90 

Covering  books 

12  19 

Furniture 

51  50 

Repairs 

5  20 

Books 

388  29 

Unexpended  appropriation  . 

186  06 

Balance,  cash  on  hand 

15  66 

- $1,128  96 

Respectfully  submitted, 

V.  N.  RYAN,  Treasurer. 

Having  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Town 
Library,  and  finding  vouchers  for  each  expenditure,  I  hereby  cer¬ 
tify  that  the  aforesaid  report  is  correct,  as  shown  by  his  books. 

AUSTIN  HOWARD,  Auditor. 


REPORT  OF 


Trustees  of  Vernon  Grove  Cemetery, 

% 

For  the  Year  Ending  February  1,  1890. 


Dr. 


1889. 


FeVrv  8, 

To  cash  on  hand  ..... 

199  64 

May  18, 

Cash  of  Wood  &  Nye,  for  digging  graves 

39  62 

25, 

Mrs.  Arthur  Johnson,  work  on  lot 

8  00 

June  1, 

Henry  Hancock,  work  on  lot 

3  00 

8, 

Wood  &  Nye,  for  digging  graves 

22  00 

10, 

“  work  on  N.  Adams’  lot 

5  00 

27, 

On  order  of  the  Selectmen 

100  00 

Aug’st  8, 

Of  Henry  Hancock,  care  of  lots 

7  50 

]  890. 

Jan.  27, 

Wood  &  Nye,  for 

AYilliam  H.  Trevetts,  Lot  No.  50  . 

14  00 

Robert  Russell,  Lot  No.  537  . 

5  00 

For  three  burials  in  public  lot 

5  50 

Digging  graves . 

13  25 

1322  51 

Cr. 

1889. 

March  30,  and  other  times  :  — 

Paid  Henry  Hancock  .... 

$234  15 

April  3  and  17  :  — 

William  Prentice  ..... 

23  00 

April  23, 

Peter  Chepdelain  ..... 

7  50 

June  1, 

Mann  &  Leahy . 

1  00 

8, 

Wm.  Johnson  &  Co . 

1  50 

29, 

Cook  &  Sons . 

1  00 

65 


1890. 

Jan.  27,  H.  C.  Skinner . $10  00 . 

27,  Cash  on  hand .  44  36 


$322  51 

There  have  been  37  interments  in  Vernon  Grove  Cemetery 
during  the  past  year. 

The  terms  of  the  Committee  expire  as  follows :  Geo.  L. 
Maynard  and  Henry  Hancock  in  1890;  Leonard  Fairbanks  and 
Isaac  N.  Crosby  in  1891 ;  Henry  C.  Skinner  and  John  M.  Wood 
in  1892. 


HENRY  C.  SKINNER, 

Secretary. 


The  report  of  the  Trustees  of  Vernon  Grove  Cemetery  for 
the  year  ending  Feb.  1,  1890,  as  shown  above,  is  correct. 

AUSTIN  HOWARD, 

Auditor. 


Report  of  Town  Park  Commissioners. 


Dr. 

.  $200  00 
30  00 

-  $230  00 


$  15  02 
24  21 
30  32 
17  40 

13  73 
5  41 

24  60 
11  20 
3  50 
1  60 

14  00 
3  63 

30  00 


$194  62 

Balance  on  hand  .  .  35  38 

-  $230  00 

C.  W.  WILCOX, 

HENRY  E.  FALES, 

DWIGHT  RUSSELL, 

Town  Park  Commissioners. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  accounts  of  the  Park  Commission¬ 
ers  as  shown  in  this  report  are  correct. 

AUSTIN  HOWARD,  Auditor. 


Town  appropriations  . 

R.  B.  Greene,  hay  and  grass 


Or. 


Hugh  Smith,  labor 
Thomas  Hickey,  labor  . 
Addison  Aldrich  “ 

J.  F.  Haskell,  carting  . 
Field  Brothers,  lumber 
J.  J.  Grothe,  iron  work 
N.  K.  Sprague,  labor  . 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting  . 
William  Coffee,  labor  . 
John  Coffee,  “ 

A.  S.  Allen,  police 
Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  findings 
Town  Treasurer 


TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT. 


In  view  of  the  deep  interest  now  taken  throughout  the  state 
in  regard  to  the  condition  and  custody  of  public  records,  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  the  advance  step  taken  by  the  Town  last  year 
in  appropriating  $250  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  condition 
of  its  records. 

During  the  year,  through  the  means  of  this  appropriation, 
the  records  of  births,  deaths  and  marriages,  comprising  15  books, 
have  been  re-bound,  the  earlier  records  (from  1780  to  1843)  being 
inter-leaved,  so  as  to  prevent  the  breaking  of  the  paper,  which  from 
age  has  become  quite  brittle.  The  work  of  arranging  and  classi¬ 
fying  the  records,  documents,  bills,  etc.,  in  the  fire-proof  vault, 
has  steadily  progressed,  and  will  in  all  probability  be  completed 
by  the  annual  meeting. 

In  order  that  the  arrangement  of  the  records  in  the  vault 
should  be  complete,  and  also  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
Sec.  4,  Chap.  37,  of  the  Public  Statues  requiring  all  books,  papers 
and  documents  to  be  kept  in  fire-proof  safes,  I  requested  the  dif- 
erent  Town  Officers  who  had  records  of  their  respective  depart¬ 
ments  in  their  possession,  to  deliver  the  same  into  my  custody. 
By  their  prompt  compliance  with  my  request,  it  affords  me  great 
pleasure  to  report  that  all  the  records  of  the  different  Town  Offi¬ 
cers,  except  those  in  present  use,  are  now  in  the  vault,  and  as¬ 
signed  to  their  proper  places  under  the  new  arrangement. 

This  year  I  would  call  your  especial  attention  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  indexing  the  “Records  of  Town  Affairs”  previous  to  1859, 
and  the  records  of  “Births,  Deaths  and  IMarriages”  from  1780  to 
1843.  These  books  are  quite  frequently  referred  to  for  historical 
and  genealogical  work,  and  from  ihe  want  of  an  index,  consider¬ 
able  inconvenience  and  loss  of  time  is  caused  to  persons  searching 
for  information.  All  records  should  be  indexed  so  as  to  make 
them  convenient  for  examination  and  reference,  and  as  these  rec¬ 
ords  contain  entries  of  the  earlier  transactions  of  the  Town,  and 
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the  vital  statistics  of  the  first  50  years  of  its  history,  it  seems  to 
me  particularly  desirable  that  the  same  should  be  indexed  at 
once. 

The  record  department  of  the  Town  is  quite  as  important 
as  any  other  department,  and  ought  to  be  treated  with  as  much 
consideration  in  relation  to  appropriations  for  improvements  as 
time  and  necessity*  demand.  If,  as  in  other  departments,  a  spe¬ 
cial  appropriation  were  made  annually  for  the  purpose  of  improv¬ 
ing  the  condition  of  the  records,  in  such  a  manner  as  would  ap¬ 
pear  necessary  and  desirable  from  the  observations  and  judgment 
of  the  Town  Clerk,  Milford’s  records  could,  in  a  short  time  and  at 
a  small  expense,  be  made  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  those  of  any 
Town  in  the  state. 

The  question  of  the  adoption  of  a  Town  seal  will  come  up 
for  your  consideration  at  the  coming  meeting,  and  I  would  ur¬ 
gently  recommend  that  the  Town  take  favorable  action  towards 
adopting  and  purchasing  a  seal. 


MARRIAGES. 

Intentions  issued  .  .  .  .  .  .81 

Marriages 'recorded  .  .  .  .  .  .90 

Increase  over  1888  .  .  .  .  .  .3 

Number  solemnized  in  Milfurd  .  .  .59 

Hopedale  .  .  .3 

Holliston  .  .  .3 

Upton  .  .  .  .3 

Bellingham  .  .  .2 

Hopkinton  .  .  .2 

Franklin  .  .  .2 

Woonsocket,  R.  I.  .  .2 

South  Framingham  .  .  2 


Conway,  Mass.,  Beverly,  Mass., 

West  Medway,  Fall  River, 

North  Brookfield,Clinton,  Bos¬ 
ton,  East  Boston,  Worcester, 

Woburn,  Quincy,  and  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  1  each.  .  12 

— ■  90 


First 

marriage,  grooms,  70, 

brides  79, 

.  149 

Second 

“  “  18, 

“  n.  . 

.  29 

Third 

“  “  2, 

“  0,  . 

2 

90 

90 

180 
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Average  age  of  groom  .  .  .  .  .35 

“  bride  ,  .  .  .  .  .26 

Oldest  groom  .  •  .  *  .  .  .71 

“  bride  .  .  •  •  .  .  .  61 

Youngest  groom  ...  .  .  .  .19 

“  bride  .  .  .  .  .  .17 

Grooms  whose  age  exceeds  bride’s  .  .  .  .73 

Brides  “  “  groom’s  .  .  .  .9 

Same  age,  in  years  ......  8 


90 

Greatest  difference  in  ages  of  one  couple,  21  years. 

By  Whom  Performed. 


By  Rev.  James  T.  Canavan  .  .  .  .  .19 

“  S.  A.  Gardner  .  .  .  .  .10 

“  D.  F.  McGillicuddy  .....  5 

“  Adin  Ballou  .  .  .  .  .6 

“  A.  W.  Mills . 4 

“  F.  W.  Farr  ......  4 

“  Charles  Tilton  .....  3 

“  Webster  Woodburv  ....  3 

“  George  Fisher  .....  2 

“  P.  Cuddihy  ......  1 

“  John  S.  Cullen,  South  Framingham  .  .  2 

“  Daniel  A.  Wade,  Bellingham  ...  2 

“  M.  D.  Murphy,  Hopkinton  ....  2 


Revs.  Geo.  E.  Sanderson,  Conway  ;  W.  C.  Selleck,  Frank¬ 
lin  ;  Sherwood  Soule,  Beverly ;  George  S.  Ball,  Upton; 
Fayette  Nichols,  Newton ;  James  J.  Gilday,  Clinton ; 
Arthur  H.  Wright,  Dorchester  ;  A.  E.  Winship,  Milford, 

M.  H.  Harris,  Worcester;  Herbert  H.  Mott,  Winches¬ 
ter  ;  R.  J.  Quinlan,  Holliston ;  M.  J.  Carroll,  Fisherville  ; 

H.  E.  Cotton,  Quincy;  A.  J.  Dyer,  Upton;  J.  M. 
Mulcahy,  Franklin;  L.  J.  Deady,  Fall  River;  John  Hird, 
North  Brookfield;  Wm.  P.  Blackmer,  Upton;  Edwin 
Sweetser,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  James  H.  Netting,  Woon¬ 
socket,  R.  I. ;  Michael  Clark,  East  Boston  ;  Eng.  Les- 
sardj  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  1  each,  .  .  .  22 

90 
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BIRTHS. 


Whole  number  registered 

• 

• 

• 

.  194 

Number  of  males 

•  • 

• 

• 

• 

102 

“  females 

•  • 

• 

• 

• 

92 

—  194 

Children  of  foreign 

parentage 

• 

• 

• 

60 

“  native 

(( 

• 

• 

• 

• 

144 

“  mixed 

u 

• 

• 

• 

20 

-  194 

Number  of  instances  of  twins 

4 

Illegitimate 

•  • 

6 

Born'^in  January, 

males,  7 

females, 

7 

14 

February, 

“  1 

(C 

11 

12 

March, 

“  11 

(( 

9 

20 

April, 

“  6 

(C 

4 

10 

May, 

“  9 

(C 

3 

12 

June, 

“  8 

(( 

12 

20 

'  July, 

“  5 

«  . 

1 

6 

August, 

“  10 

(( 

8 

18 

September, 

“  10 

(( 

12 

22 

October, 

“  12 

U  t 

9 

21 

November, 

“  8 

(( 

5 

• 

13 

December, 

“  15 

C( 

11 

• 

26 

1 

102 

92 

194 

DEATHS. 

Number  recorded 

•  • 

• 

• 

• 

154 

“  of  males 

•  • 

• 

• 

• 

80 

“  females 

•  • 

• 

• 

• 

74 

—  154 

A  decrease  of  50  from  1888. 

Died  in  January, 

males,  5 

females. 

3 

8 

February, 

“  4 

(( 

8 

12 

March, 

“  7 

(( 

10 

17 

April, 

“  12 

(( 

5 

17 

May, 

«  10 

(C 

7 

•  .  17 

June, 

a  4 

n 

3 

.  ’  7 

July, 

“  5 

C( 

6 

11 

August, 

“  7 

(( 

7 

14 
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September,  males,  3 

October,  “  11 

November,  “  6 

December,  “  6 


females, 

(( 

(( 

(( 


6 

6 

5 

8 


9 

17 

11 

14 


80  74 


154 


Condition  of  Persons  Deceased. 


Married, 

males,  41, 

females,  26, 

• 

67 

Single, 

«  32, 

• 

00 

• 

60 

Widowers, 

«  7, 

widows,  20, 

• 

27 

80 

74 

154 

Causes 

OF  Death 

AS  Reported  by  the 

Physicians. 

Consumption,  31  ;  pneumonia,  16  ;  heart  diseases,  12 ;  old 
age,  9  ;  paralysis,  6  ;  cancers,  6  ;  Bright’s  disease,  3  ;  apoplexy,  4  ; 
convulsions,  4 ;  cholera  infantum,  3  ;  dropsy,  3  ;  senile  dementia, 
3 ;  general  debility,  3  ;  liver  diseases,  3  ;  meningitis,  3  ;  gastritis 
chronic,  2  ;  whooping  cough,  2  ;  rheumatism,  2  :  bronchitis,  2 ;  in¬ 
flammation  of  bowels,  2 ;  cerebral  atrophy,  2  ;  diphtheria,  1 ;  vari¬ 
ous  other  diseases,  32.  Total,  154. 

Of  the  154  deaths,  123  were  interred  in  Milford  ;  31  in  other 
places. 


Number  of 

persons 

95 

Ages. 

k 

1 

(( 

(C 

from 

90 

to  95  . 

3 

(( 

(( 

u 

85 

“  90  . 

7 

(( 

(( 

u 

80 

«  85  . 

5 

a 

(( 

it 

75 

o 

00 

10 

u 

(( 

a 

70 

«  75  . 

8 

it 

iC 

u 

60 

“  70  . 

21 

(( 

« 

ii 

50 

“  60  . 

20 

(( 

a 

u 

40 

«  50  . 

14 

u 

u 

a 

30 

“  40  . 

11 

a 

u 

(( 

20 

“  30  . 

14 

u 

under  20 

• 

40 

154 


72 


LICENSES. 

Liquor  licenses  recorded : — 

First  class  .....  7 

Fourth  class  .....  2 

Sixth  class  .....  7 

—16 

Auctioneers’  licenses  recorded  .  .  .  .  4 

Pool  and  billiard  licenses  recorded  ...  6 

Oleomargarine  license  issued  ....  1 


lieceived  for  same  and  paid  Town  Treasurer,  50  cents. 

DOG  LICENSES. 

Whole  number  licensed — males,  392 ;  females,  55 
Amount  received  for  same 
Amount  sent  County  Treasurer 
Number  licensed  last  year 
Amount  received  last  year 
Increase  over  last  year. 

MORTGAGE  RECORDS. 

Chattel  mortgages  recorded 
Assignment  of  wages  .... 

Transfer  of  mortgage,  1 ;  mortgages  discharged 
Attachment  of  bulky  articles  . 

Bills  of  sale  ..... 

MARRIED  WOMEN. 

Certificates  recorded  of  married  women  doing  business 

on  separate  account  ....  2 

ROADS. 

Descriptions  recorded  .....  1 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

For  Grand  Jury,  James  F.  Stratton. 

For  Traverse  Juries,  Alfred  A.  Burrill,  Cyrus  A.  Carpenter, 
Martin  Cooney,  Isaac  N.  Davis,  Nathan  W.  Heath,  Charles  C. 
Johnson,  Asa  L.  Morrill,  Henry  E.  Morgan,  Patrick  Morgan, 
Thomas  H.  Mann,  John  Nolan. 


447 

.  $1,059  00  ^ 
.  $969  60 

434 

.  $1,051  00 
$5  00 
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10 

2 

2 
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TOWN  MEETINGS. 

March  4, 1889;  April  22, 1889;  April  29, 1889;  June  3,  1889; 
Sept.  9,  1889;  Nov.  5,  1889.  Total,  6. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  T.  McLOUGHLIN, 

Town  Clerk. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Town  Clerk  and  found 
each  item  correct,  as  shown  in  above  report. 

AUSTIN  HOWARD, 

Auditor. 


V 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  made  a  monthly  examination  of  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  of  the  Selectmen  and  Highway  Surveyors,  Treasurer, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  School  Committee,  and  Fire  Department; 
and  also,  as  often  as  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  Town,  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Town  Library,  Vernon  Grove  Cemetery  and  the  Park  Com¬ 
missioners,  and  find  the  same  correct  and  proj^erly  vouched. 

The  accounts  of  the  Assessors  and  Tax  Collector  agree  cor¬ 
rectly  with  their  respective  reports. 

The  Treasurer’s  accounts  harmonize  with  the  amounts  paid 
by  the  several  departments. 

The  records  and  finances  of  the  Town  Clerk,  John  T. 
McLoughlin,  who  is  also  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  are 
plainly  and  neatly  written,  and  correctly  kept.  He  has  had  a 
large  amount  of  labor  to  perform  in  arranging  the  public  records, 
having  them  bound  and  classified,  which  will  be  of  lasting  benefit, 
showing  great  care  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  duties  of  the 
official  in  charge  of  this  important  department. 

The  system  adopted  of  paying  bills  by  orders  on  the  Town 
Treasurer  is  efficient  and  simple,  and  should  be  extended  to  emry 
department,  and  all  bills  paid  in  that  way. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  fiscal  year  commence  on  the 
first  day  of  February  and  close  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  January, 
thus  giving  the  Town  Officers  time  to  prepare  their  reports  before 
the  Alarch  Town  meeting.  I  also  suggest  tliat  the  financial 
accounts  of  the  different  departments  be  kept  in  the  Town  House, 
and  all  bills  be  submitted  to  the  Auditor  for  his  approval  before 
payment  as  is  now  done  in  cities  and  many  large  towns. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AUSTIN  HOWARD,  Auditor. 


Milford,  February,  1890. 


'--i 


♦ 


■j 


.  r 


9 

f* 


j ; 

■j 

■1 


, 

: 

i 

i. 

■; 

\ 

i 


REPORT 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


AND 


SUPERINTENDENT  OE  SCHOOLS, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OP  MILFORD, 

m 

FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YEAR  1889-90. 


MILFOED,  MASS.: 

a.  M.  BILLINGS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 

1890. 


School  Committee  1889-90. 


GEORGE  L.  COOKE  .  *.  .  Term  expires  1892 

JOHN  J.  DUGGAN 
GEORGE  G.  PARKER 
GEORGE  E.  STACY 
CHARLES  MACKIN 
ROBERT  H.  COCHRAN  . 

ORGANIZATION. 

GEO.  G.  PARKER,  Chairman, 

S.  F.  BLODGETT,  Secretary. 

^  ,  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

S.  F.  BLODGETT. 

SUB-COMMITTEES. 

Rules  and  Regulations. 

R.  H.  COCHRAN,  J.  J.  DUGGAN, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Repairs. 

CHARLES  MACKIN,  GEO.  E.  STACY, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

I'eachers  and  Examinations. 

J.  J.  DUGGAN,  GEO.  G.  PARKER, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Text-Rooks  and  Supplies. 

CHARLES  MACKIN,  GEO.  L.  COOKE, 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Fuel. 

GEORGE  E.  STACY,  R.  H.  COCHRAN. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Committee :  The  second  Monday  of 
each  month,  at  8  p.  m. 


1892 

1891 

1891 

1890 

1890 


Report  of  the  School  Committee, 
February,  1890. 


There  has  been  a  general  prosperity  in  all  the  schools  during 
the  past  year.  The  teachers,  under  the  wise  supervision  of  our 
excellent  Superintendent,  Mr.  S.  F.  Blodgett,  have  performed  their 
work  faithfully. 

The  Committee  have  endeavored  to  conform  to  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  recent  law  regarding  the  safety  and  health  of  the 
pupils.  While  some  of  the  requirements  may  seem  extreme  and 
unnecessary,  we  must  all  admit  there  should  be  left  no  possible 
peril  to  the  lives  or  health  of  children  in  the  public  schools.  Ap¬ 
propriations  to  this  end  should  be  adequate  and  without  hesita¬ 
tion. 

The  schoolhouse  accommodations  are  generally  sufficient,  but 
not  in  all  respects  satisfactory.  The  Committee  renew  their  re¬ 
commendation  that  the  old  Town  House  be  abandoned  as  a  school- 
house,  and  that  a  corresponding  building  be  erected  on  the  town 
land  on  Spruce  street. 

The  law  requiring  free  text-books  and  supplies  has  been  in 
operation  for  five  years  past,  and  every  year’s  experience  confirms 
the  conviction  that  this  is  a  wise  provision,  and  has  less  objections 
than  the  most  sanguine  anticipated.  Without  this  we  cannot 
boast  of  free  schools  and  free  education.  Under  the  old  system 
the  poor  man  with  his  large  family  paid  a  heavier  school  tsix  than 
many  of  his  rich  neighbors,  and  it  was  often  the  only  tax  he  was 
compelled  to  pay. 

Nearly  five  years  ago  the  Legislature  required  that  the  public 
schools  should  “include  special  instruction  as  to  the  effects  of 
alcoholic  drinks,  stimulants  and  narcotics  on  the  human  system.” 
It  will  be  observed  that  this  law  does  not  require  that  the  evils  of 
intemperance  should  be  taught,  in  their  moral,  social,  financial, 
political,  or  national  aspect ;  but  it  intends  to  bring  the  subject 
home  to  the  attention  of  everyone,  to  the  extent  only  that  it  con¬ 
cerns  his  own  individual,  physical  welfare.  No  better  method 
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could  be  devised  to  advance  the  cause  of  temperance.  There  will 
soon  be  a  generation  of  men  and  women  on  the  stage,  who,  know¬ 
ing  the  peril  to  life  and  health,  will  need  no  law  to  induce  them 
to  “touch  not,  taste  not,  handle  not”  the  dangerous  liquids,  and  the 
not  less  dangerous  narcotic  compounds  now  so  prevalent.  The 
same  law  requires  that  all  teachers,  before  approval,  should  be 
found  qualified  in  this  particular  branch  of  school  education.  Our 
schools  ar'e  furnished  with  text-books  on  this  subject,  and  the 
teachers  have  faithfully  carried  out  the  spirit  of  the  law. 

The  appropriation  for  the  schools  last  year  was  $22,000. 
This  was  insuflScient  by  $470.59,  not  taking  into  account  the  spe¬ 
cial  outlay  for  fire-escapes,  ventilation  and  drainage,  demanded  by 
the  State  Insi^ector.  An  appropriation  of  $22,500  is  recommend¬ 
ed  for  the  coming  year  in  addition  to  $1500,  to  complete  the  work 
demanded  by  the  Inspector,  making  a  total  of  $24,000. 

GEO.  G.  PARKER, 

GEO.  E.  STACY, 

CHAS.  MACKIN, 

GEO.  L.  COOKE, 

DR.  ROBT.  H.  COCHRAN, 

JNO.  J.  DUGGAN, 

School  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 


Following  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for 
the  year  ending  Feb.  1,  1890. 

Last  year  the  Committee  asked  for  an  appropriation  of 
$22,600.  The  town  voted  $22,000  and  it  has  been  necessary 
to  overdraw  this  amount  $470.59.  Of  this  amount '$247.95  was 
for  bills  carried  over  from  the  year  1888,  and  this  year  the  Com¬ 
mittee  have  paid  all  bills  contracted  previous  to  Feb.  1,  1890. 


APPROPRIATIONS  AND  RECEIPTS. 


Amount  voted  bv  town  . 

One  half  dog-tax 
Mass.  School  Fund 
Sale  of  books 

Unclaimed  Evening  School  money 


$22,000  00 
383  96 
56  69 
31  92 
6  00 


2,478  57 


EXPENSES. 


For  teachers’  salaries 
“  janitors 

“  Superintendent’s  salary 
“  fuel 

“  ordinary  repairs 
“  supplies 
“  incidentals  . 


$16,086  50 
901  50 
1,500  00 
920  36 
557  08 
1,812  79 
1,170  93 

- $22,949  16 


Amount  overdrawn,  $470  59 

•  * 

SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION  FOR  REPAIRS. 

In  April  the  Committee  received  orders  from  the  State  Board 
of  Inspection  of  Public  Buildings,  to  make  certain  repairs  in  our 
school  buildings  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  Chapters  149 
and  246  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  1888.  At  a  special 
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town  meeting  held  in  May  the  town  appropriated  $1000  for  this 
purpose.  The  Committee  have  partly  complied  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  these  orders,  and  have  expended  for  this  purpose 
$1332.43,  overdrawing  the  appropriation  $332.43. 


Special  appropriation.  May 
Paid  Murdough  &  Bergin 
“  T.  E.  Morse 
“  S.  A.  Brock 
“  Ellis  &  Sons 
“  Z.  E.  Ball 
“  Field  Brothers 
“  Hussey  Brothers 


$1,000  00 

$1,230  29 
33  61 
5  33 
22  64 
15  00 
13  56 
12  00 

-  $1,332  43 


Amount  overdrawn, 
SUMMARY. 


Total  of  appropriations  and  money  rec’d 
Total  expenditures 


$332  43 


$23,478  57 
24,281  59 


Total  amount  overdrawn 


$803  02 


At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Committee  held  Feb.  11, 
1890,  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Superintendent  were  read 
and  approved,  and  it  was  voted  that  they  be  included  in  the  an¬ 
nual  report  of  the  Committee. 


S.  F.  BLODGETT, 

Secretary. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
School  Committee,  and  find  them  correctly  kept  and  properly 
vouched. 

AUSTIN  HOWARD, 

Auditor. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  THE  School  Committee  of  Milford  : — 

Gentlemen :  In  conformity  with  a  long  established  custom, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  your  Board,  I  submit  to  you 
my  third  report,  which  is  the  thirteenth  annual  Superintendent’s 
report,  covering  the  time  from  Jan.  1,  1889  to  Jan.  1,  1890.  As 
I  have  adopted  in  my  reports  the  general  outline  pursued  by  my 
predecessors,  it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  I  shall  have  any¬ 
thing  very  new  or  of  startling  interest  to  offer  you.  I  shall,  how¬ 
ever,  venture  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  article  on  ven¬ 
tilation,  as  this  subject  is  one  likely  to  demand  your  consideration 
during  the  coming  year. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  of  the  town  in  1885  ....  9,343 

Estimated  population  of  the  town  in  1890  .  .  10,000 

Number  of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age  in 

May,  1889  .....  1,389 


Decrease  from  last  vear  .  .  .  .  .  16 

SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

Number  of  buildings  occupied  .  .  .  .  17 

“  “  not  occupied  ...  1 

“  rooms  occupied  ....  37 

“  “  not  occupied  ....  3 


SCHOOLS. 


High  school  ......  1 

Grammar  schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Primary  “......  16 

Ungraded  “......  5 

Evening  school  ......  1 


TEACHERS. 

High  school  (male  1,  female  3)  .  .  .  .  4 

Grammar  schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 


8 


16 

5 

3 

1 

1 


Total  ...  41 

N’limber  of  teachers,  graduates  of  Milford  High  school  .  29 

“  “  Normal  school  or  college  10 

“  who  have  attended  Normal  school  or 

college,  [not  graduates]  ...  6 

Whole  number  of  different  teachers,  assistants  and  substi¬ 
tutes,  employed  during  the  year  .  .  46 

Number  of  resignations  during  the  year,  .  .  4 

Number  of  times  teachers  have  been  tardy  .  .  23 

Number  of  half  days  teachers  have  been  absent  .  160 

PUPILS. 


Primary  schools 
Ungraded  “ 
Assistants 
Drawing  teacher  . 
Evening  school 


Number  of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age  in  May, 
1889  ...... 

Decrease  froni  May,  1888 

Number  registered  between  5  and  15  . 

Decrease  from  last  year  .  . 

Number  under  5  . 

Number  over  15  . 

Total  number  registered  during  year 

Decrease  from  last  year  ..... 

Average  number  belonging  in  day  schools 

Average  daily  attendance  .... 

Per  cent  of  attendance  to  number  belonging 
“  “  “  registered 


1,389 

16 

1,349 

21 

2 

161 

1,512 

39 

1,250 

1,176 

94.1 

77.7 


Number  of  half-days’  absence 
“  cases  of  dismissal 
“  “  tardiness 

“  “  truancy  reported  by  teachers 

“  “  corj)oral  punishment  reported  by 

teachers  .... 


24,387 

1,492 

2,180 

64 

122 


EVENING  SCHOOL. 

Average  attendance  from  time  of  last  report  to  close  of 
school  in  April 


22 


14 


Average  attendance  from  opening  of  school  in  Nov. 
1889,  to  Feb.  1,  1890 


FINANCIAL. 


Salaries  of  teachers,  janitors  and  Snperin- 
intendent 

Fuel 

Text-books  and  supplies 
Incidentals 
Ordinary  repairs 
Total  cost,  not  including  special  rej^airs 
Average  cost,  per  pupil,  based  on  cost  and  average 
number  belonging 

o  o 


$18,488  00 
920  36 
1,812  79 
1,170  93 
557  08 


Average  cost,  based  on  whole  number  registered 
Cost  of  evening  school  to  Feb.  1,  1890  . 
Average  cost  j^er  pupil,  based  on  average  atten¬ 
dance  [18]  .... 


$22,949  16 

18  36 
15  17 
332  00 

18  44 


ATTENDANCE. 

Last  year  our  percentage  of  attendance  showed  an  increase 
of  2.4  per  cent  over  the  preceding  year,  and  this  year  the  atten¬ 
dance  lias  been  still  better,  raising  the  percentage  to  94.1, which  is 
better  than  it  has  been  since  1885,  when  it  was  94.9.  During 
this  year  the  percentage  of  attendance  in  the  riigli  School  was 
97,  in  the  eleven  Grammar  Schools  94.9,  in  the  fifteen  Primary 
Schools  94.1,  and  in  the  five  country  schools  91.7. 

In  only  two  schools,  the  Purchase  Grammar  and  the  Silver 
Hill  schools,  did  the  per  cent  fall  below  90.  In  each  of  these  it 
was  89.  The  town  has  been  very  free  from  contagious  diseases 
and  epidemics  during  the  year  1889,  and  this  fact  has  had  its  in¬ 
fluence  in  raising  the  jaercentage  of  attendance.  Since  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  present  year,  the  schools  have  been  seriously  affected 
by  the  prevailing  epidemic  of  influenza,  and  in  our  next  report 
we  cannot  hope  to  make  so  good  a  showing  in  this  respect. 


TRUANCY. 

I  give  here  the  report  of  Officer  Burns.  This  officer  is  al¬ 
ways  prompt  and  efficient  in  the  performance  of  his  duty.  From 
him,  truants  have  learned  that  it  is  not  wise  to  be  absent  from 
school  without  leave,  and  employers  of  children  know  that  those 


10 


under  sixteen  cannot  be  employed  without  certificates.  From 
Feb.  1,  1889,  to  Feb.  1,  1890,  38  certificates  have  been  issued  by 
the  Superintendent.  Of  these,  four  were  to  children  between  the 
ages  of  13  and  14,  and  34  to  those  between  14  and  16. 

REPORT  OF  TRUANT  OFFICER. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Committee::— 

During  the  year  I  have  received  from  the  teachers  88  notices  of  absence 
of  pupils.  Of  these  44  were  found  to  have  been  absent  without  the  consent 
of  their  parents,  and  were  returned  to  school.  I  have  returned  seven  boys 
to  school  from  the  street,  and  notified  60  parents  or  guardians  of  the  absence 
of  their  children. 

I  have  also  visited  the  factories  in  the  town  every  month  when  the 
schools  were  in  session,  and  can  say  that  there  are  now  no  children  at  work 
without  certificates. 

M.  P.  BURNS. 

Feb.  1,  1890.  ^ 


VISITATION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

As  this  report  is  to  be  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
to  the  town,  I  shall  take  the  opportunity  to  say  a  few  words  to 
the  parents,  urging  them  to  visit  the  schools  and  examine  the 
work  which  is  being  done. 

During  the  year  1889,  we  have  recorded  15  visits  by  the 
Committee,  630  by  the  Superintendent,  and  691  by  parents  and 
friends.  During  the  year  1888,  there  were  821  visits  by  parents 
and  friends,  so  that  the  past  year  shows  a  falling  off  in  this  re¬ 
spect  of  130  visits.  I  believe  this  to  be  a  matter  of  great  im¬ 
port  to  the  welfare  of  our  schools,  as  I  know  of  no  greater  stimulus 
to  the  teacher  than  the  assurance  that  the  parents  are  interested 
in  the  work  of  the  schools. 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

To  those  having  direct  charge  of  the  schools  the  work  of  the 
year  has  been  very  satisfactory.  No  radical  change  has  been  in¬ 
troduced,  and  the  work  has  proceeded  without  friction  and  with¬ 
out  excitement.  In  point  of  discipline,  our  schools  are  entitled 
to  high  rank,  and  this  fact  is  very  favorable  to  good  work.  The 
good  disciplinarian  is  not  always  a  good  teacher,  but  no  one  who 
is  weak  in  discipline  can  be  a  successful  teacher.  “Order  is 
Heaven’s  first  law,'*’  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  good  work 
in  the  schoolroom. 
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THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

As  this  school  retains  the  same  efficient  corps  of  teachers  as 
last  year,  and  as  no  change  has  been  made  in  the  course  of  study, 
I  need  add  nothing  to  wliat  I  have  previously  said  in  commenda¬ 
tion  of  its  work.  The  school  maintains  its  former  high  standard 
of  excellence,  and  well  deserves  the  hearty  support  which  it  re¬ 
ceives  from  the  town. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

In  these  schools  I  am  pleased  to  report  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  amount  and  character  of  the  work  done.  The  wis¬ 
dom  of  allowing  five  years,  instead  of  four,  for  the  work  required 
in  thtise  schools,  is  very  apparent.  The  teachers  are,  to  a  great 
degree,  relieved  from  the  nervous  strain  which  was  a  result  of 
the  feeling  that  more  work  was  required  of  them  than  could  be 
well  done. 

The  change  from  an  eight  to  a  nine  years’  course  has  per¬ 
mitted  us  to  use  more  freedom  in  promotions,  and  this  tends  to  a 
feeling  of  encouragement  among  the  pupils.  When  we  allowed 
only  four  years  for  the  work  in  the  grammar  schools,  over  60  per 
cent  of  the  pupils  required  at  least  five  years  to  do  the  work. 
This  showed  that  many  were  held  back  at  some  point  in  their 
course  through  the  schools,  and  obliged  to  repeat  a  year’s  work. 
This  was  discouraging,  and  gave  rise  to  dissatisfaction  among 
pupils  and  their  parents.  This  trouble  has  been  largely  removed 
by  lengthening  the  grammar  school  period  to  five  years.  There 
is  a  visible  improvement  in  the  time  and  attention  given  to  read¬ 
ing  and  writing,  and  the  results  obtained  in  these  important 
branches  are  more  satisfactory. 

i 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

These  schools  are  of  the  greatest  importance  in  our  school 
system.  If  that  is  true  which  is  often  asserted,  that  the  public 
school  is  the  foundation  of  our  national  liberty,  it  is  as  true  that 
the  primary  school  is  the  foundation  of  our  school  system,  and 
that  faults  in  teaching,  committed  or  permitted  in  them,  can 
never  be  corrected  in  the  higher  grades. 

Here  the  child  receives  his  first  impressions  in  school  life; 
here  he  receives  his  first  ideas  (»f  school,  order  and  discipline; 
and  here  he  acquires  habits  of  attention  and  application,  which,  as 
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they  are  good  or  bad,  will  make  his  school  life  a  success  or  a  failure. 
The  greatest  care  should  be  taken  to  secure  the  very  best  talent 
as  teachers  in  these  grades,  since  so  much  depends  upon  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  work  to  be  done.  In  these  grades,  good  work  has 
been  done  in  all  branches,  but  special  improvement  is  to  be  no¬ 
ticed  in  writing  and  reading. 

As  soon  as  the  child  enters  school  and  has  learned  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  first  word  taught  him,  he  begins  to  learn'  to  w’rite  by 
copying  the  word,  which  is  written  on  the  board  by  his  teacher. 
The  success  of  this  method  depends  upon  the  power  of  imitation, 
which  is  always  strong  in  children.  But  as  the  imitative  faculty 
is  not  equally  strong  in  all  children,  and  as  no  child  can  imitate 
perfectly,  we  cannot  depend  upon  this  alone  to  make  good 
writers.  The  eye  must  be  trained  to  see  correctly,  and  the  hand 
must  be  taught  to  obey  the  will;  and  it  is  only  by  keeping  these 
facts  in  view  that  good  results  are  obtained. ' 

In  teaching  reading  we  work  with  two  objects  in  view:  first, 
that  the  pupil  may  be  able  to  get  the  thought  of  the  sentence  by 
silent  reading,  or  as  commonly  expressed,  ‘d)y  reading  to  him¬ 
self;”  secondly,  that  he  may  be  able  to  give  proper  expression  to 
that  thought  by  reading  the  sentence  aloud.  During  the  first 
years  of  a  child’s  life  in  school,  the  parent  is  very  likely  to  judge 
of  his  school  work  by  the  progress  which  he  makes  in  reading, 
and  is  likely  to  rest  satisfied  if  the  child  reads  aloud,  fairly  well,  the 
lesson  which  he  has  that  dav  read  in  the  class.  This  is  a  good 
test,  but  it  is  not  enough.  The  child  should  also  be  able  to  read 
silently  a  sentence,  paragraph  or  story  from  his  book,  then  close 
the  book  and  give  the  thought  in  his  own  words.  This  is  the 
best  test  of  a  pupil’s  ability  to  read  undcrstandingly. 

This  is  the  line  of' work  in  reading  now  pursued^  in  our  pri¬ 
mary  grades,  and  should  be  kept  in  view  by  the  parents  who  ex¬ 
amine  their  children  in  reading. 

THE  COUNTRY  SCHOOLS. 

In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  at  some  length  the  needs  of 
these  schools  in  the  way  of  maps,  globes  and  charts.  I  can  only 
say  that  the  needs  have  remained  about  the  same  during  the 
year.  Each  one  of  these  five  schools  should  be  supplied  with  a 
primary  reading-chart,  a  good  globe,  and  a  complete  set  of  maps. 
During  a  recent  visit  to  one  of  these  schools  I  found  that  the 
only  wall  maps  in  the  school  were  a  set  of  Colton’s  Outline  ma238, 
published  in  1859. 
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PHYSIOLOGY  AND  HYGIENE. 

In  my  last  report  I  q:ave  considerable  attention  to  this  sub¬ 
ject,  and  in  the  revised  course  of  study  which  was  given  to  the 
teachers  in  September,  we  have  the  following  outline  for  this 
branch.  This  course  is  essentially  the  same  as  that  suggested  by 
Mr.  Prince  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  in  his  “Courses  of 
Study,”  and  his  book  is  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers,  and  is  used 
in  the  preparation  of  the  oral  lessons  given  by  them. 

GRADE  I. 

Period  1. — Parts  of  the  human  body.  (Prince,  page  196.) 

Period  2. — Parts  of  the  body  and  movements.  (Prince, 
page  196.) 

GRADE  II. 

Period  1. — Organs  of  senses.  (Prince,  pages  196-197.) 

Period  2. — Organs  of  senses.  (Prince,  page  197.) 

GRADE  III. 

Periods  1  and  2. — Parts  of  body,  movements  of  parts,  health 
of  parts,  uses  of  parts.  (Prince,  page  197.) 

GR4DE  IV. 

Periods  1  and  2. — Study  of  bones,  muscles,  skin,  nerves  and 
blood,  with  functions  of  each.  (Prince,  pages  175-176-177.) 

GRADE  V. 

Periods  1  and  2. — Structure  of  bones  and  skin.  Names  of 
larger  bones  and  muscles.  Clothing,  care  of  body,  cleanliness, 
etc. 

GRADE  VI. 

Periods  1  and  2. — Circulation  of  blood  and  respiration. 
(Prince,  jDages  175-176.) 

GRADE  VII. 

Periods  1  and  2. — Digestion ;  foods :  kinds  and  uses. 

GRADE  VIII. 

Period  1. — Nervous  system  and  special  senses. 

Period  2. — Special  lessons  on  uses  of  stimulants  and  nar¬ 
cotics.  (Prince,  pages  181-187.) 

GRADE  IX. 

Periods  1  and  2. — A  careful  review  of  the  subject.  Pupils 
to  be  furnished  with  text-books. 
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In  addition  to,  or  perhaps  it  is  better  to  say,  in  preparation 
for,  the  special  lessons  on  stimulants  and  narcotics  in  the  eighth 
grade,  the  effect  of  tobacco  and  alcohol  upon  the  different  parts 
and  organs  of  the  body  is  taught  as  these  subjects  are  taken  up 
in  the  lower  grades. 

EVENING  SCHOOL. 

At  the  opening  of  this  school  in  November,  it  was  hoped 
that  a  large  number  of  pupils  would  take  advantage  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  offered  them  to  attend.  But  only  twenty-three  presented 
themselves  as  pupils.  During  November  and  December  the 
average  attendance  was  eighteen,  but  a  number  were  affected  by 
the  epidemic  early  in  January,  and  during  that  month  the  atten¬ 
dance  was  only  twelve.  Unless  greater  interest  is  shov/n  another 
year,  I  think  the  money  could  be  more  profitably  expended  in 
some  other  way. 

DRAWING. 

Last  June,  Mr.  H.  T.  Bailey,  agent  of  the  State  Board  of 
Education,  made  an  examination  of  the  work  in  this  department, 
and  spoke  in  very  favorable  terms  of  the  results  which  liad  been 
reached  under  the  direction  of  Miss  L.  R.  McLauthlin.  The 
Committee  were  unable  to  retain  the  services  of  this  teacher,  and 
since  September  the  work  has  been  done  under  the  supervision 
of  Miss  E.  M.  Folsom.  Before  Miss  McLauthlin  left  Milford,  she 
prepared  a  course  of  study  in  drawing  which  is  included  in  our  re¬ 
vised  course,  and  which  Miss  Folsom  has  closely  followed  in  her 
work  in  this  branch  of  studv. 

V 

REPAIRS  MADE  UNDER  ORDERS  FROM  THE  STATE 

BOARD  OF  INSPECTION. 

Early  last  April  Officer  J.  A.  Moore,  of  the  State  Board  of 
Inspection  of  Public  Buildings,  visited  Milford,  and  examined 
twelve  of  our  schoolhouses.  Shortly  after  his  visit  the  Commit¬ 
tee  received  instructions  from  the  chief  of  the  department,  call¬ 
ing  for  additional  stairways  to  be  used  as  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire,  improved  sanitary  conditions  in  the  out-buildings,  and 
better  means  of  ventilation  in  the  schoolrooms. 

All  this  was  in  acccordance  with  Chaps.  149  and  426  of  the 
Acts  of  1888.  The  Committee  caused  to  be  inserted  in  the  war¬ 
rant  for  a  special  town  meeting  held  in  May,  an  article  asking  for 
a  special  appropriation  to  carry  out  these  instructions.  The 
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town  voted  $1000  for  this  purpose.  With  this  money  the  Com- 
mittee  have  complied  with  that  part  of  the  orders  relating  to  fir^ 
escapes  and  out-buildings.  Additional  stairways  were  placed  in 
the  South  Grammar,  North  Grammar,  Park,  and  Town  House 
buildings.  The  out-buildings  were  thoroughly  repaired,  and  two 
new  ones  built  at  the  North  Purchase  Primary  school. 

VENTILATION. 

Under  the  orders  calling  for  better  ventilation,  the  Commit¬ 
tee  have  placed  window-ventilators  in  all  the  single-room  build¬ 
ings,  in  the  Town  House,  the  South  Grammar,  and  in  three  reci¬ 
tation  rooms  at  the  High  School.  These  ventilators  are  arranged 
to  admit  fresh  air  at  the  top  of  the  windows,  and  by  giving  an 
upward  direction  to  the  currents  of  cold  air,  to  prevent  the  cold 
draughts  from  falling  upon  those  pupils  seated  near  the  windows. 
I  think  they  are  doing  all  that  we  expected  of  them,  and  in  the 
country  schools  where  there  are  but  few  pupils  will  perhaps  fur¬ 
nish  all  the  ventilation  needed.  In  the  larger  schools,  where  the 
average  attendance  is  40  to  50,  other  means  of  supplying  fresh 
air  must  be  provided. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  last  January,  State  Inspectors 
Moore  and  Brown  made  tests  of  the  condition  of  the  air  in  the 
rooms  at  the  South  Grammar  and  Park  Schools.  The  test  con¬ 
sists  in  ascertaining  the  proportion  of  carbonic  acid  gas  contained 
in  the  air  of  the  room.  In  pure  air  this  gas  is  present  in  the 
proportion  of  four  parts  in  one  thousand.  It  has  been  decided 
that  eight  parts  in  one  thousand  is  the  limit  to  the  amount  which 
should  be  allowed  in  our  schoolrooms.  In  the  eight  rooms  exam¬ 
ined  on  the  twent}'-eighth  of  January,  the  best  results  were  ob¬ 
tained  in  room  No.  1  at  the  South  Grammar  school.  In  this 
room,  two  window-ventilators  had  been  open  all  the  morning. 
The  attendance  was  thirty-two,  and  the  tests  showed  sixteen 
parts  in  one  thousand.  In  the  seven  other  rooms  the  amount 
found  varied  from  twenty  to  twenty-nine  parts  per  thousand. 

On  the  third  of  February  the  members  of  the  Committee  re¬ 
ceived  the  following  notice : — 

To  Geo.  G.  Parker,  Geo.  E.  Stacy,  Geo.  L.  Cooke,  Robert  H.  Cochran, 
John  J.  Duggan  and  Charles  Mackin,  as  they  are  School  Committee  of 
the  Town  of  Milford,  County  of  Worcester,  Commonwealth  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

Gentlemen : — 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Statutes  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  relating  to  the  inspection  of  factories  and  public  buildings,  on  the 
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twenty-eighth  day  of  January,  1890,  1  inspected  the  building  known  as  the 
Park  School  Building,  Milford,  and  you  are  hereby  notified  that  it  appears 
to  me,  after  a  careful  inspection,  that  further  and  different  sanitary  provi¬ 
sions  and  means  of  ventilation  than  those  now  provided  are  required  in  said 
building,  in  order  to  conform  to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  149  of  the  Acts 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  year  1888.  And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  provide 
better  and  additional  means  of  ventilation  in  said  building  by  means  of 
brick  or  metallic  flues  or  ducts,  aided  by  heat  or  mechanical  means. 

All  of  which  is  to  be  done  subject  to  the  approval  of  this  department. 

JOSEPH  A.  MOORE, 

Inspector  of  Factories  and  Public  Buildings. 

Approved. 

RUFUS  R.  WADE, 

Chief  Inspector. 

Similar  orders  were  received  regarding  the  South  Grammar 
school.  I  am  informed  that  in  order  to  comply  with  these  in¬ 
structions,  and  obtain  certificates  of  approval  from  tlie  Board  of 
Inspection,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  an  apparatus  which 
will  supply  30  cubic  feet  of  pure  warmed  air  per  minute  for  each 
occupant  of  the  room,  or,  in  a  room  of  which  the  seating  capacity 
is  60,  1500  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute;  and  by  means  of  brick 
or  metallic  ventilating  flues  or  ducts,  provide  for  the  exhaustion 
or  removal  of  an  equal  amount  of  air.  The  apparatus  must  also 
be  able  to  maintain  the  temperature  of  the  room  at  not  less  than 
67  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

This,  then,  is  what  we  are  required  to  do,  and  the  question 
arises.  How  can  this  be  accomplished?  The  Park  building,  the 
two  upper  rooms  of  the  South  Grammar  building,  and  several 
Other  schoolhouses  of  the  town,  are  now  ventilated  by  means  of 
Robinson  ventilators,  which,  at  the  time  they  were  j^ut  in,  were 
considered  the  best  in  use.  As  these  ventilators  admit  only  cold 
air  to  the  rooms,  they  are  inadequate  to  meet  the  present  de¬ 
mands,  which  require  that  the  supply  of  fresh  air  shall  be  warm 
on  entering  the  room,  in  order  to  avoid  the  danger  arising  from 
cold  draughts. 

In  the  last  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Inspection,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  systems  are  mentioned  in  favorable  terms.  I  will  here 
make  mention  of  three:  The  Smead  System,  the  Fuller  &  Warren 
System,  and  the  Mahoney-Smith  System.  The  proprietors  of 
these  systems  all  claim  to  be  able  to  secure  the  required  results, 
although  they  differ  somewhat  in  the  means  employed. 


17 


At  present  we  are  prepared  to  give  only  a  rough  estimate  of 
the  necessary  expense  to  l)e  incurred  in  making  these  changes. 
A  correspondence  was  opened  witli  the  Fuller  &  Warren  Co.,  and 
their  agent,  after  an  examination  of  the  Park  School  building, 
has  informed  us  that  the  expense  of  introducing  their  apparatus 
for  warming  and  ventilating  the  building  would  be  from  $3,000 
to  $3,500,  and  that,  if  the  system  is  to  include  sanitary  closets  in 
the  basement,  an  additional  sum  of  from  $800  to  $1000  will  be 
needed.  The  letter  containing  this  estimate  reached  us  while 
the  report  was  in  press,  and  too  late  to  be  used  by  the  Committee 
in  making  their  estimate  as  given  on  Pago  4. 

FREE  TEXT-BOOKS. 

Last  year  I  mentioned  the  fact  that  many  of  our  books  had 
been  in  use  for  a  number  of  years  and  must  be  replaced  by  new 
ones.  A  large  number  of  new  books  have  been  bought  this  year 
for  this  pui'pose.  In  the  Secretary’s  report  it  is  stated  that  last 
year’s  bills  to  the  amount  of  $247.95  were  paid  from  the  appro¬ 
priation  for  this  year.  The  greater  part  of  this  amount  was  for 
text-books  and  supplies.  On  this  account  the  expense  for  this 
purpose  is  larger  this  year  than  usual.  With  the  present  school 
registration  the  yearly  outlay  for  school  supplies  Avill  be  about 
$1,500,  or  one  dollar  for  each  pupil  registered. 

An  examination  of  the  books  in  the  various  grades  has 
shown  the  follow  ins:  facts:  The  books  remain  in  the  rooms  and 
are  used  by  the  several  classes  as  they  pass  through  the  grades. 
The  result  is  that  the  books  in  any  one  room  are  worn  only  in 
that  part  'which  contains  the  subject  pursued  in  that  room.  For 
instance,  Greenleaf’s  Comihetc  Arithmetic  is  used  in  each  of  the 
five  grammar  grades,  but  we  find  that  of  the  books  in  the  fifth 
grade  only  the  first  50  or  60  pages  are  soiled,  while  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  books  are  in  good  condition.  In  the  sixth  grade  the 
books  are  soiled  from  the  50th  to  100th  page.  To  remedy  this 
evil,  and  to  secure  all  the  service  possible  from  the  books  in  use, 
I  wmidd  suggest  that  when  a  child  is  furnished  with  a  book,  he 
should  continue  to  use  it  as  long  as  he  needs  such  a  book,  or  until 
it  is  unfit  for  use;  and  that  when  promotions  are  made  the  teach¬ 
ers  be  instructed  to  transfer  with  the  pupils  such  books  as  will  be 
needed  in  the  grades  to  which  they  are  promoted.  In  this  way 
all  parts  of  the  book  will  be  equally  used,  and  each  pupil  may  be 
held  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the  books  assigned  to  him. 
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RESIGNATIONS  AND  TRANSFERS. 

The  following  teachers  resigned  during  the  year: — 

Miss  M.  F.  Aylward,  resigned  in  August. 
Miss  E.  S.  Rogers,  “  July.. 

Miss  H.  A.  Smith,  “  July. 

Miss  L.  R.  McLauthlin,  “  July. 

Miss  A.  M.  Plunkett,  “  September. 


The  following  teachers  were  appointed: — 

Miss  B.  J.  McLoughlin  at  Bear  Hill. 
Miss  K.  F.  Tully  at  Braggville. 

Miss  L.  Gilfoyle  at  Town  House. 

Miss  A.  M.  Ames  at  South  Grammar. 
Miss  E.  M.  Folsom,  teacher  in  Drawing. 


The  following  transfers  were  made: — 

Miss  M.  J.  Kelly,  from  No.  3  to  No.  2,  South  Grammar. 
Miss  E.  O.  Taylor,  from  No.  4  to  No.  3,  South  Grammar. 
Miss  J.  F.  McGann,  from  Bear  Hill  to  No.  4,  Plains. 
Miss  E.  E.  Wilson,  from  No.  4,  Plains,  to  Purchase 
Grammar. 


Miss  A.  B.  Chapin  was  granted  leave  of  absence  in  October 
on  account  of  sickness,  and  since  that  time  Miss  S.  M.  Gorman 
has  acted  as  substitute  in  Miss  Chapin’s  place,  in  No.  1,  Claflin 
School.  During  the  summer  term  Miss  L.  Smith  was  absent  on 
leave  and  her  place  was  supplied  by  Miss  B.  J.  McLoughlin. 

In  conclusion,  I  again  thank  the  members  of  your  Committee 
for  their  hearty  support  and  co-operation  during  my  term  of  ser¬ 
vice. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  F.  BLODGETT, 

Superintendent. 


TABLE  I. 

Showing  the  total  cost  of  each  school  and  the  average  cost  per 
pupil,  based  on  average  number  belonging. 


Schools. 

Number  of 
Booms. 

Average  No. 
Belonging. 

Total  Cost. 

Average 

Cost 

per  Pupil. 

High.. . 

5 

128 

$4696  52 

$36  69 

Park  Grammar . 

4 

176 

2812  99 

15  98 

Plains  Grammar  and  Prim. 

4 

170 

2919  71 

17  17 

So.  Grammar . 

4 

146 

2789  80 

19  10 

Purchase  Grammar . 

1 

26 

623  65 

23  98 

Claflin  Primary . 

4 

147 

2473  92 

16  82 

Town  House  Primary . 

2 

105 

1198  17 

11  41 

Chapin  St.  Primary . 

2 

124 

1317  60 

10  62 

West  St.  Primary . 

2 

74 

1008  53 

13  62 

Fountain  St.  Primary . 

1 

20 

476  76 

23  83 

Hoboken  Primary . 

1 

29 

511  72 

17  64 

Purchase  Primary . 

1 

27 

601  40 

22  27 

Silver  Hill,  all  Grades . 

1 

15 

568  73 

37  91 

City,  all  Grades . 

1 

13 

508  88 

39  14 

Bear  Hill,  all  Grades . 

1 

18 

479  96 

26  66 

Braggville,  all  Grades . 

1 

19 

487  95 

25  68 

Deer  Brook,  all  Grades. . . . 

1 

15 

482  80 

32  18 

Evening  School,  all  Grades 

1 

18 

332  00 

18  44 

TABLE  II.  ITEMIZED  REPORT  OP  THE  SCHOOLS  FROM  JAM.  1,  1889  TO  JAN.  1,  1890. 
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TABLE  III.  TEACHERS  AND  SALARIES. 


Schools. 

* 

Teachers. 

Residence. 

Sal¬ 

ary. 

High. 

H.  W.  Lull, 

Claflin  St. 

$1700. 

M.  A.  Parkhurst, 

Court  Square, 

550. 

L.  B.  Essex, 

Franklin  St. 

500. 

N.  Pickering, 

Jefferson  St. 

500. 

Park  Grammar. 

Grades  8  and  9, 

K.  E.  Edwards, 

Summer  St. 

600. 

Grade  7, 

H.  M.  Broderick, 

15  Pine  St. 

398. 

Grade  6, 

S.  R.  Broderick, 

15  Pine  St. 

342. 

Grade  5, 

L.  Madden, 

West  St. 

342. 

South  Grammar. 

Grades  8  and  0, 

C.  V.  Sadler, 

25  Pine  St. 

600. 

Grade  7, 

M.  J.  Kelly, 

High  St. 

378. 

Grade  6, 

E.  O.  Taylor, 

Otis  St. 

342. 

Grade  5, 

A.  M.  Ames, 

Fruit  St. 

342. 

.  Plains  Grammar 
AND  Primary. 

Grades  7  and  8, 

M.  F.  Devine, 

9  Beach  St. 

600. 

Grades  5  and  6, 

M.  E.  Cochran, 

East  Main  St. 

378. 

Grades  3  and  4, 

J.  L.  Devine, 

9  Beach  St. 

342. 

Grades  1  and  2, 

J.  F.  McGann, 

Hayward  St. 

342. 

Claflin  Primary. 

Grade  4, 

A.  B.  Chapin, 

174  Main  St. 

468. 

Grade  3, 

L.  Smith, 

Pearl  St. 

342. 

Grade  2, 

K.  McNamara, 

Central  St, 

342. 

Grade  1, 

K.  Chapin, 

174  Main  St. 

342. 

Town  House  Prim. 

Grades  3  and  4, 

A.  L.  Bell, 

Highland  Square, 

342. 

Grades  1  and  2, 

L.  Gilfoyle, 

High  St. 

342. 

Chapin  St.  Primary. 

Grades  3  and  4, 

S.  E.  Sheldon, 

Franklin  St. 

342. 

Grades  1  and  2, 

E.  A.  Devine, 

9  Beach  St. 

342. 

West  St.  Primary. 

Grades  3  and  4, 

N.  M.  Conely, 

Thayer  St. 

342. 

Grades  1  and  2, 

M.  T.  Kirby, 

Pond  St.  . 

342. 

Fountain  St.  Prim. 

Grades  1  to  4, 

S.  E.  Inman, 

Taylor  St. 

377. 

Purchase  Prim. 

Grades  1  to  4. 

M.  L.  Minon, 

High  St. 

414. 

Purchase  Gram. 

Grades  5  to  9, 

E.  E.  Wilson, 

Main  St. 

432. 

Hoboken  Primary. 

Grades  1  and  2, 

A.  A.  Conroy, 

East  St. 

342. 

Ungraded. 

Silver  Hill, 

E.  E.  Waters, 

Carroll  St. 

414. 

City, 

N.  F.  Gorman, 

Main  St. 

414. 

Bear  Hill, 

B.  J.  McLoughlin, 

Main  St. 

342. 

Braggville, 

K.  F.  Tully, 

East  Main  St. 

342. 

Deer  Brook, 

M.  E.  Whitney, 

Grant  St. 

342. 

Drawing, 

E.  M.  Folsom, 

S.  F.  Blodgett, 

Franklin  St. 

400. 

Evening, 

School  St. 

$4  night. 

Assistants  ( 

S.  M.  Gorman, 

Main  St.  ) 

$4  week 

and  } 

B.  F.  Powers, 

Main  St.  > 

when 
emp.  M 

Substitutes.  ( 

E.  Flaherty, 

Hayward  St.  ) 

As^’t. 

GRADUATING  EXERCISES 

OF  THE 

MILFORD  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

1889. 


Knowledge  is  not  wisdom,  but  it  makes  the  higher  wisdom  possible. — 
Dr.  Pullman. 

Chorus* — Praise  Be  to  God,  C.  H.  Minck 

Modern  Samsons,  Hartwell  B.  Spaulding 

High  School  Hays, 

Eliza  A.  Flaherty,  Sadie  F.  Toomey, 

Lottie  M.  W  aterman,  A.  Louise  Whitney, 

Florence  Ethel  Whitney. 

Knowledge,  like  the  fairy’s  wand,  ennobles  whatever  it  touches. — Prof. 
I.  P.  Cooke. 

Chorus — The  Erl  King,  Dr.  Oallcott 

Why  Ho  They  Come?  Agnes  T.  Connolly 

Combustion :  Heat  and  Flame, 

John  E.  Burke,  John  J.  Casey, 

James  E.  Fitzgerald,  Richard  P.  Hoey, 

P.  .Toseph  Martin,  Thomas  J.  Murphy. 

Heroes  and  Heroines,  Lulu  E.  Haskins 

Schoolhouses  are  less  expensive  than  rebellions. — GarUeld. 

Chorus — Lightly  My  Bark,  Mmard 

Our  National  Flower,  Nellie  A.  Goldsmith 

Our  Country:  Her  Natural  Resources, 

H.  Theodora  Clark,  Clara  F.  Conely, 

Frederick  A.  Gould,  Mabel  L.  Mayhew, 

James  Lester  Morgan. 

New  England,  Ethelwyn  Blake 

Presentation  of  Hiplomas,  Chairman  G.  G.  Parker 

Chorus — Ode,  Written  by  Sadie  F.  Toomey 

Music  by  Arthur  Foote. 

♦Accompaniments  by  Essie  G.  Wilber,  ’90. 

The  worth  of  your  knowledge  is  to  be  measured  by  the  extent  to  which 
it  educates  your  higher  nature  and  elevates  you  in  the  scale  of  manhood. — 
Prof.  Cooke. 


GRADUATES  OF  1889. 


COMPLETE  FOUR-YEAR  DIPLOMAS. 

ENGLISH,  FRENCH  AND.LATIN. 

Ethel wyn  Blake,  James  Edward  Fitzgerald^ 

Nellie  Abbie  Goldsmith,  Patrick  Joseph  Marlin, 
Hartwell  Ballou  Spaulding,  Lottie  Marion  Waterman. 

ENGLISH  AND  FRENCH.  / 


Lillian  Angeline  Bradford, 

Hattie  Theodora  Clark, 
Agnes  Theresa  Connolly,  . 

Frederick  Arthur  Gould, 
Mabel  Louise  Mayhew, 


John  Edward  Burke, 
Clara  Frances  Conely, 

Eliza  Agnes  Flaherty, 
Lulu  Eunice  Haskins, 

Thomas  Joseph  Murphy. 


PARTIAL  DIPLOMAS. 

(Given  for  incomplete  courses.) 

ENGLISH,  FRENCH  AND  LATIN. 

John  Joseph  Casey,  Richard  Patrick  Hoey, 

Mabelle  Agnes  Tarbell,  Sadie  Filomena  Toomey, 

Amy  Louise  Whitney,  Florence  Ethel  Whitney. 

CLASSICAL. 


James  Lester  Morgan. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR. 


Winter  Term. — High  School: — Begins  Dec.  30,  1889. 

Closes  March  21,  1890. 

Vacation,  one  week. 
Other  Schools : — Begin  Jan.  6. 

Close  March  14. 

Vacation,  two  weeks. 

Spring  Term. — High  School: — Begins  March  31. 

Closes  June  20. 

Vacation,  ten  weeks. 

Other  Schools : — Begin  March  31.  ^ 

Close  June  6. 

Vacation,  twelve  weeks. 

Fall  Term. — High  School : — Begins  Sep.  2. 

Closes  Dec.  19. 

Vacation,  one  week. 
Other  Schools : — Begin  Sep.  2. 

Close  Dec.  19. 

Vacation,  two  weeks. 

Winter  Term. — High  School : — Begins  Dec.  29. 

Other  Schools: — Begin  Jan.  5,  1891. 

SCHOOL  SESSIONS. 

High  School. — November  to  April,  8.30  a.  m.,  to  1.  30  p.  m. 
April  to  November,  8  a.  m.  to  I  p.  m. 

Grammar  Schools.- — 9  a.  m.  to  12  m.;  1.30  to  4  p.  m. 
Primary  Schools. — 9  a.  m.  to  12  m.;  1.30  to  3.30  p.  m. 
Country  Schools. — 9  a.  m.  to  12  m.;  1  to  3.30  p.  m. 
Holidays. — Fast  Day,  Memorial  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day, 
and  the  Friday  following  Thanksgiving  Day. 

This  year  Washington’s  Birthday  falls  on  Saturday. 

Storm  Signals. — The  steam  whistle  at  B.  H.  Spaulding’s 
factory,  two  blasts  sounded  four  times  (11-11 — 11-11).  When 
this  signal  is  sounded  at  8.  a.  m.,  there  will  be  no  morning  ses¬ 
sion.  When  it  is  sounded  at  12.30  p.  m.,  there  will  be  no  after¬ 
noon  session.  When  it  is  sounded  at  8  a.  m.,  and  not  repeated  at 
12.30  p.  m.,  there  will  be  an  afternoon  session. 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Worcester,  ss. 

To  either  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Milford,  in  said  County, 

Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  you  are  hereby 
required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town,  quali¬ 
fied  by  law  to  vote  in  Elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at 
the  Town  Hall,  in  said  Town,  on  Monday,  the  third  day  of 
March,  1890,  punctually  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  act 
upon  the  following  articles,  namely: — 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said  meeting. 

Article  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  OflScers  for  the 
year  ensuing.  All  officers  to  be  voted  for  upon  one  written  or 
printed  ballot,  and  the  use  of  the  check  list. 

Article  3.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “No,”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?” 

Article  4.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  reports  of  Selectmen, 
School  Committee,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Treasurer,  Engineers 
of  the  Fire  Department,  and  any  other  officers  and  committee  of 
said  Town. 

Article  5.  To  raise  and  appropriate  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  Town  expenses  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  of  the  current  year. 

Article  7.  To  determine  when  all  taxes  shall  be  collected 
and  paid  into  the  treasury  the  year  ensuing,  and  to  fix  the  com¬ 
pensation  of  the  Collector  of  Taxes  for  collecting  the  same. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  borrow  money  to  pay  town  debt,  or  any  part  thereof;  or  take 
any  action  in  relation  to  said  debt. 
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Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  one  hundred 
dollars  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  Memorial  Day. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appoint  the  Selectmen 
to  take  charge  and  control  of  all  legal  proceedings  in  which  the 
Town  shall  be  interested. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
298  of  the  Acts  of  1889,  and  if  so,  how  much. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  to  build  an  addition  to  the  barn  at  the  Town  Farm  and 
make  other  necessary  repairs  thereon,  or  take  any  action  in  rela^' 
tion  to  the  same. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  grant  the  free  use  of 
the  Town  Hall  one  night  in  each  week,  in  the  interest  of  temper¬ 
ance  and  labor. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  to  extend  the  Lincoln  street  sewer  from  where  it  now  ter¬ 
minates  to  the  Milford  &  Hopkinton  railroad. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
one  hundred  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  parade  drill  of 
the  Fire  Department.  ' 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  to  establish  a  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  or  take  any  action  in 
relation  to  the  same. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  to  extend  the  concrete  sidewalk  on  East  Main  street,  to 
Medway  street. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  establish  a  police  force 
of  not  less  than  four  men,  and  make  an  appropriation  for  the 
same. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  to  purchase  new  settees  for  the  Town  Hall. 

Article  20.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  regard 
to  a  Town  seal. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  and  allow  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  laying  out  of  an  extension  of  Vine 
street. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  and  allow  the  re- 
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port  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  laying  out  of  an  extension  of  Park- 
hurst  street. 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  establish  a  salary  for 
any  or  all  of  the  Town  Officers,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to 
the  same. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  to  paint  the  Town  House,  and  to  fit  up  suitable  offices 
therein  for  each  board  of  Town  Officers,  in  which  to  do  Town 
business. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  reimburse  Hannah 
Crowley  for  sidewalk  betterment  paid  in  1888,  in  excess  of  the 
amount  which  was  required  by  law. 

And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  This  Warrant  by  post¬ 
ing  up  attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  Public  Meeting 
Houses  and  at  the  Post-Office  in  said  Town;  also  cause  an  attest¬ 
ed  copy  to  be  published  in  the  Milford  Daily  Journal,  Milford 
Daily  News,  Milford  Gazette,  and  the  Milford  Times,  newspapers 
printed  in  said  Town,  two  Sabbaths  at  least  before  the  time  set 
for  said  meeting. 

Hereof  Fail  Not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrent  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Clerk  of  said  Town,  at  the  time  of 
meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Milford,  this  fourteenth  day  of 
February,  A.  D.,  1890. 

E.  L.  WIRES,  )  Selectmen 

AMARIAH  A.  TAFT,  \  of  Milford. 

A  true  copy.  Attest: 

O.  D.  HOLMES, 


Constable  of  Milford. 
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